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BOOK VI. 



t. 



R O It 
VI. 

Schemes for 

difcovering 

Peru. 



ROM the time that Nugncz de Balboa difco- 
vered the great Southern Ocean , and received the 
firft obfcurc hints concerning the opulent coun« 
tries with which it might open a communication, 
the >vi{hes and fchemes of every entcrprifing per* 
foain the colonics of Darieo and Panama were 
turned towards the wealth of thofe unknown re- 
gions. In an age whc;n the fpirit of adventure was 
fo ardent and vigorous , that large fortunes were 
wafted , and the moft alarming dangers braved , in 
purfuit of difc'overies iperely poffible, the fainteft 
fay of hope was fdllowed with, eager e^pedation^ 
and the flightcft information was fuiiicient to in^ 
fyire fuch perfed confidence , as conduded men toi 
idiic vao^ arduous undertakings '« f 

Accordingly," feveral armaments were fitted 
out in otder to explore and take pofTeflion of the fuJ^orftm^ 
countries to the caA of Faxuuna, but under the *^^^ 



tJnftieeeft* 



* Sec NOTE I. 
Vol. III. 
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fi a o K condu^ of leaders vrhofe talents and relbbrces 
VI. were unequal to the attempt *. As the exciaiTions 
*^*3- of thofe adventurers did not extend beyond the 
limits of the province to which the Spaniards have 
given the name of Tierra Firmfe , a mountainous 
region covered with woods , thinly inhabited ,. an4 
extremely tinheakhy, fhey returned with difnial- 
accounts concerning the diftreffes to which they 
had been expofed , and the unpromifmg afpedl of 
the places which they had vifited. Damped, by 
thefe tidings , the rage for difcovery in that direc- 
tion abated; and it became the general opinion «( 
that Balboa had founded vifionary hopes , on the 
(ale of an ignorant Indian, ill underftood, or cal« 
culated to deceive. 
Undertaken But there were three perfoos fettled in Panama^ 
A^mik^'^* on whom the circumftances which deterred othersi 
ajidLuque. made fo little impreffion, that, at the very mo* 
^^^♦* inent when all confidered Balboa's expe^ations of 
difcovering a rich country, by fteering. towards* 
the eaft, as chimerical, they refolvcd to attempt 
the execution of his icheme. The names of thofe 
extraordinary men were Francifco Pizarro, Diego^ 
de Almagro, and Hernando Luque. Pizarro was 
the natural fon of a gentleman of an honorable 
family by a very low woman , and , according toi 
the cruel fate which often attends the oflFspring of 
unlawful love , had been fo totaUy negleded in his 
youth by the author of his birth, that he feemsr 
to have deftined him never to rife beyond dko 

^ Calancha Chronica, p. loo, ^ 
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Condition of his mother. In confequcncc of this un- b o d IC 
generous idea , he fet him , when bordering on man- \u 
hood , to keep hogs. But the afpiring mmd of *^*** 
yoyng Pizarro difdaining that ignoble occupation, 
he abruptly abandoned his charge , cnlifted as a 
foldier ,and, after fervingfome years in Italy, em- 
barked for America, which, by opening fuch a 
boundlefs range to adive talents, allured evfery 
adventurer whofe fortune was not equal to his 
ambitious thoughts. There Pizarro early diftinguiih- 
ed himfelf. With a temper of mind no lefs daring 
than the conftitution of his body was robuft, he 
was foremoft in every danger, patient under the 
greateft bardfhips , and unfubdued by any fatigue^ 
TThough fo illiterate that he could not even read, 
he was foon confidered as a man formed to com- 
mand. Every operation committed to his condud; 
proved fuccefcful, as, by a happy but rare con- 
}undion, he united perfeverance with ardor, and 
was as cautious in executing, as he was bold ia 
forming his plans. By Engaging early in acflive 
iifc, without any refource but his own talents 
and induftry, and by depending on himfelf alone 
in his ftruggles to emerge from obfcurity, he ac- 
quired fuch a thorough knowledge of affairs , and 
of men , that he was fitted to affume a fuperior part 
ID conduding the former, and in governing the 
latter '. 
Almagro had as litde to boaft of his defcent 

• Herrera, dec. I & i, paffim. dec. iv^Kb. vi.c.,io7« 
€omara, iliil;.c 144. Zarace, lib. iv.c. 9. ' 
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B o o R as Pizarro. The one was a bailard, the other 4 
VI. foundling. Bred , like his companion , in the 
15*4. camp, he yielded not to him in any of the 
foldicrly qualities, of intrepid valor, indefatigable 
adivity , or infurmountable conftancy in enduring 
the hardfliips infeparable from military fcrvice' in 
the New World. But in Almagro thcfe virtues 
iwrcre accompanied with the opcnnefs, gencrofity, 
and candor, natural to paen whofc profeilion is 
arms; in Bizarro, they were united with the ad* 
tlrefs , the craft , and the difiimulation of a politi- 
cian, with the art of concealing his own pur- 
pofes, and with fagacity to penetrate into tbofe 
^f other men. 

, Hermndo de Luque was an ecclefiaftic, who 
/ aded both as pried and fchoolmafter at Panama, 

and, by means which the contemporary writers 
4!iave noi xiefcribed , had amafled riches that ii»- 
fpdred him: with thoughts of rifmg to greater cmi?- 
nence. 
Ttrnif of * Such wcre the men deflincd to overturn one of 
^^'j^*®**^ the moft cxtenfive empires on the face of tli* 
eareh. Their confederacy for this purpofe was 
Authorized by Pedrarias , the governor of Panama* 
Each engaged to employ his whole fortune in the 
adventure. Pizarro, the leaft wealthy of the 
ihsee, as be could not throw fo large a fum as 
bis affociates into the common (lock , engaged tOt 
take the department of greateft fatigue and danger, 
and to command in perfon the armament which was 
to go fi^ft upon difcovery. Almagro offered to con- 
duct the fuppliesof proi^ons and rctafbrcements 
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©f troops , of which Pizarro might ftand in need, b (> o < 
Luque was to remain at Panama to negociate with vi» 
the governor, and fuperintend whatever was c^rry- '^M' 
ing on for the general intcreft. As the fpirit of 
enthufiafm uniformly accompanied that of ad« 
venture in the New World* and by that ftrangc 
union both acquired an increafe of force , this con* 
federacy, formed by ambition and avarice, waf 
confirmed by the moft folemn ad of religion* 
Luque celebrated mafs , divided a confecralted hoft 
into three, and referving one part for himfel^ gavt 
the other two to his aflbciates , of which they par* ' 

took; [and thus, in name of the Prince of Peace., 
ratified a contrad of which plunder and bloodflied 
were the objeds *. 

The attempt was begun with a force more fiiit- '^^^^^^ 
ed to the humble condition of the three aflbciates^ 
than ^to the greatnefs of the enterprife ill which they 
were engaged.. Pizarro fet fail from Panama widi jrof. C4* 
a fingle ve(£d, of fmall burden, and a hundred 
and twelve men. But in that age , fo little were 
the Spaniards acquainted with the peculiarities^ of 
climate in America, that the time which Pizarro 
chofe for his departui'e was the moft improper in 
the whole year ; the periodical winds, whidi wer^ 
then fet in , being diredly adverfe to the courfc 
which he purpofed to fteer \ After beating about %%^%. 
for feventy days , with much danger and inceffant 
fatigue, Pizarro s progrefs towards the fouth-eaft 

* Herrera^ dec. ;.lib. vL a i). Zarate, lib. uq. u 
' Hdrrera^ dec. 4. lib, tv c. & Xerez, p. 179. 
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Attihifled 
with little 
fucceis. 



BOOK was not greater than what a fkilful navigator will 
vr, now make in as many hours. He touched at fe- 
veral places on the coaft of Tierra Firme , but 
found (every where the fame uninviting country 
which former adventurers had defcribed ; the low 
grounds converted into fwamps by the overflowing 
of rivers; the higher, covered with impervious 
woods; few inhabitants, and th of e fierce and hot 
tile. Famine ^ fatigue, frequent rencounters with 
the natives , and abovtf all , the diftempers of a 
mpift, fultry climate, combined in wailing his 
flender band of followers. The undaunted refo*' 
lutioh of their leader continued, however , for fome 
time, to fuftain their fpirits , although no fign had 
yet appeared of difcovering thofe golden region? 
to which he had promifed to coridud theim. At 
Jcngth he was obliged to abandon that inhofpK* 
table coaft, and retire to Chuchamar, oppofite to 
the pearl-iflands , where he hoped to receive a fupn 
ply of provifions and troops from Panama. 

But Almagro having failed from that port with 
Seventy men^ ftood diredly towards that part of 
the continent where he hoped to, meet with his. 
aflbciate. Not finding him there, he landed his 
foldiefis, who, in fearching for their companions, 
xmderwentthe fame diftreffes, and wereexpofed ta 
the fame dangers,' which had driven thend out of the 
country. Repulfed at length by the Indians in a 
iharp conflidl , in which their leader loft one of hi$ 
eyes by the wound of an arrow, they likewife,\yerc 
compelled to reimbark. Chance led them to the 
place of Pizarro's retreat > \yhere they found fome 
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aconfohtion in recounting to cacH other their ad- ir b o It 
ventures , and comparing their fufiFerings. As Al- vi. 
inagro had advanced as far as the river St Juan, i'^-^» 
in the province of Popayan , where both the coun- »*"«**• 
try and inhabitants appeared with a more pro- 
mifing afpedt,.that dawn of better fortune was fuf- 
ficient to determine fuch fanguine projedora not to 
abandon their fcheme , notwithdanding all that they 
had fufFered in profecuting it *. 

Almaero repaired to Panama, in hopes of re- '^*^* 
cruiting their fliattered troops. But what he and ^^^ inderT 
Piiarrp had fuffered, gave his countrymen fuch an uWog. 
unfavorable idea of the fervice, that it was with 
difficufty he could levy fourfcore men \ Feebk 
as this reinforcement was, they did not hefitate 
about refuming their operations. After a long 
feries of difaflers and difappointments , not inferior 
to thof€ which they had already experienced , part 
^f the armament reached the Bay of St. Matthew^ 
on the coaft of Quito , and landing at Tacamez*^ 
to the fouth of the river of Emeraulds , they beheld 
a country more champaign and fertile than any 
they had yet difcovered in the Southern Ocean , the 
natives clad in garments of woollen or cotton ftufif, 
and adorned with feveral trinkets of gold and 
filver. > 

But, notwithftanding thofe favorable appeav* 
ances , magnified beyond the truth , both by the 
vanity of the perfons who brought the rejport from 

* Hen-era, dec. ;. lib. viij. c ii , I2. See NOTE. Tk 
.^^ Zarate, lib. i. c. i^ ] * 

B4 
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BOOK Tacamcz, and by the fond imagination of thofe 
VI. who liftened to them, Pizarro and Almagrodurft 
*'*^ jiot venture to invade a country fo populous with 
a handful of men enfeebled by fatigue and difdafes. 
They retired to the fmall ifland of Gallo, where 
Pizarro remained with part of the troops ^ and hi$ 
affociatc returned to Panama , in hopes of bringing 
fuch a reinforcement as might enable them to take 
poffeflion of the ^opulent territories , whofc exiftenci 
feemed t,6 be no longer dpubtful '. 
Witnrton* But fome of the adventurers , lefs enterprifing^ 
govMnoto/^^ lefs hardy than their leaders, having fecretly 
Panama* tonvcyed lamentable accounts of their fufiferings 
and loffes to their friends at Panama ,x Almagro met 
with ail unfavorable reception from Pedro dc los 
X Rios , who had fucceeded Pedrarias in the govern- 

mcnt of that fettlement. After weighing the mas- 
ter with that cold ceconomical prudence which ap- 
pears the firft of all virtues to perfons whofe limit- 
ed faculties are incapable "of conceiving or execut- 
ing great defigns ,' he concluded an Expedition , at- 
tended with fuch certain wafte of men, to be fo 
detrimental to an infant and feeble colony, that he 
not only prohibited the Taifing of new levies , but 
. difpatched a veffel to bring home Pizarro and his 
companions from the ifland of Gallo, Almagro 
and Luquc, though deeply affeded with thofe 
meafures , which they could not prevent, and durO: 
not oppofe . found means of communicating their 
fcntiments privatejy to Pizarro , and exhorted him 

* Xerez, igi* H^rrenif doe. )• lib« vUL c. x]t 
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riot to rellnquiih an enterprifc th^t was the founda- n 06 % 

tion of all their hope<;, and the only means of re- vi. 

cftablifhing their repiKation and fortune, which ***^ 

were both on the decline. Pizarro's raind ; bent 

with inflexible obftinacy on all its purpofes , needed 

no- incentive to perfift in the fcheme. He per- Perfifttk 

cmptorily refufed to obey the governor of Pana^ *"**** ^"•^ 

iua's orders, ind employed all his addrefe and 

eloquence in perfuading his men not to abandon 

)iim. But the incredible calamities to which they 

had beenjefxpofed were ftill fo recent in their rnemo- 

rics, and the thoughts of revifiting their families 

and friends' after a long abfence , rufhed with fuct 

joy into their minds, that when Pizarro drew a . 

line upon the fand with his fword , permitting fuch 

as wiftied to return home to pafs over it, only 

thirteen of all the daring veterans in his fervice had 

refolution to remain with their commander *. 

This fmall, but determined band, whofe namei; 
the Spanifli hiftorians record with deferved praife, 
as the perfons to whofe perfevering fortitude their . 
, country is indebted for the mod valuable of all it^ ' 
American poffeffions, fixed their refidence in the 
ifland of Gorgona. This, as it. was farther re- 
moved from the coaft than Gallo, and uninhabitedt 
they confidered^as a more fecure retreat , where^ 
unmolefted , they might wait for Nfupplies frorti 
Panama, which they trufted that the adivity of their 
affociates- would be able to procure. Almagr6and 



Xerez 



Herrera , dec. i. lib. x. c. 2 , }• Zarate , lib, ucu 
E, igi: Gorilla, Hift. e. 109. 
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B <^ O E Lucjue were not inattentive or coM folicitors , and 
vik their inceffant importunity was feconded by the 
M^Ui general voice of the colony, which exclaimed 
loudly againft the infamy of expofing brave men , 
engaged in the public fervice, and chargeable 
with no error but what flowed from an excefe of 
zeal and courage, to perifii like the moft odious 
criminals in a defert ifland. Overcome by thofe 
intreaties and expoflulations , the governor at laft 
confented to fend a fmall veffel to their relief. But 
, that he might not feem to encourage Pizarro to 
«ny new enterprife, he would not permit one 
landman to embark on board of it. 
Harisiiipsht By this time , Pizarro and his companions had 
caaurcd. remained five months in an ifland, infamous for 
the moft unhealthy climate in that region of Ame- 
^•ica ". During all this period, their eyes were 
turned towards Panama , in hopes of fuccour from 
their countrymen; but worn out at length with 
Iruitlefs expedlations , and difpirited with fuffering 
bardihips of which they faw no end, they, in de- 
fpair, came to a i^efolution of committing them- 
selves to the ocean on a float,, rather than continue 
in that deteftable abode. But, on the arrival of 
the veflel from Panaipa, they were tranfported with 
fuch joy, that all their fufferings were forgotten, 
r Their hopes revived , and , with a rapid tranfition , 

not Unnatural among men accuftomed by their 
mode of life to fudden viciflltudes of fortune, 
Jbigh confider)Lce fuccceding ta extreme dejedion , 

'• See NOTE m^ 
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Pizarro ^fily induced not only his own followers , B o a K 
t>ut the crew of the veffel from Panama , to refume vi. 
bis former fcheme with frclh ardor. Inftead of return* »^»*» 
ing to Panama , they flood towards the fqf theaft^ 
and more fortunate in this than in any of their paft 
efforts , they, on the twentieth day after their de- 
parture from Gorgona, difcovered the coaft ot 
Peru. After touching at feveral villages on the Difbovtw 
coaft no wife inviting, they landed at Tumbez, a 
place of fome note , about three degrees foutn of 
the line, diftinguiflied for its ftately temple, and a 
palace of the Incat or fovereigns of the country ?*; 
There the Spaniards fcafted their eyes with the firft 
view of the opulence and civilization of the Peru* 
yian empire. They beheld a country fully peopled, 
and cultivated with an appearance of regular in^p 
duftry; the natives decently clothed, and pofleffe^ 
of ingenuity fo far fufpaffing the other inliabitants , 
of the New World, as to have the ufe of tame do^ 
mcftic animals. But what chiefly attraded their 
i^iotice, was fuch a fliow of gold and filver, not 
only in the ornaments of their perfons and temples 
but in feveral vcflels and utcnfils for common ufe, 
formed of thofe precious metals, as left no roonai 
to doubt that they abounded with prbfufion ill 
the country. Pizarro and his companions feems 
cd now to have attained to the completion of thejip 
snoft fanguine hopes , and fancied that all their 
wifhes andt dreams of rich domains , and ifiexhailft- 
iblc treafi#cs^ would foon be realized. 

'* Calancfaa) p. lo)^ 
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BOOK But with the {lender force then under his com* 

VI. snand, Pizarro could only view the rich country o£ 

15^7. which he hoped hereafter to obtain poffeffion. He 

Famrna. Tanged^ however, for fome tirae along the coaft, 
maintaining every where a peaceable intercourfc 
* with thfc natives , no lefs aftonifhed at th^ir new 
vifitants , than the Spaniards were with the uniform 
appearance of opulence and cultivation which they 
belaid. Having explored the countiy as far as 
waAequifite to afcertain the importance of the dif- 
eovcry , Pizarro procured from the inhabitants fomc 
pf their Llamas or tame cattle, to which the Spa* 
fiiards gave dienameof fheep, fomeveflels of gold 
and filver , as well as fome fpecimens of their other 
works of ingenuity , and two young men , whom 
}ie propofed to inRrud in the Gaftilian language,, 
that they, might fervc as interpreters in the expe^ 
dition which he meditated. With thefe he arrived 
at Panama , towards the clc^e of th? third year from 
the time of his departure thence ". No adventurer 
of the age fuffered hardfbips or encountered dan* 
gem which equal thofe to which he was expofed 
during this long period. The patience with which 
lie endured the ope, and the fortitude with which 
ihe fuitnounted the other, exceed whatever is re- 
corded in the hiftofy of the New World,/ where 
fo many romantic difplays of thofe virtues occur. 
Neither the fplendid relation that Fizarro^ gave. 

** Herrera, dec. ). lib. x. c. ) — 6. dec. 4. lib. ii. c. 7 » 
8. Vega , %. lib. i. c. 10— 1 4. Zarate , lib. L c. 2. Benzo^ Hift. 
Novi brbis, lib. liL c. i. 
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of/ the incredible opulence of the country vrhich he 
bad difcovcrcd, nor bis bitter complaints oo ac- 
count of that unfeafonable recal of his forces, which 
bad put it out of his power to attennpt making any 
fcttlement there, could move the governor of Pa- 
nama to fwcrve from his former piirpof^ < He ftill 
contended , t})at the colony was not in a r^tiltitiori 
5to invade fuch a mighty empire , and rcfufed to 
Authorize an expedition wMch he forefaw would b« 
£o alluring that it might ruin the province in which 
-he prefided , by an effort beyond its ftrength. Hif 
coldnefs, however, did not in any degree abate the 
ardor of the three aflbciates; but they perceived 
that they could not carry their fcheme into execu- 
tion witliout the countenance of fuperior authority, 
-and muft folicit their fovereign to grant that pe^ 
miffion which they could not extort from his delt- 
gate. With this view, after adjuflting among 
•thcmfelves that Pizarro fhould claim the ftation of 
governor, Almagro that of lieutenant-governor, 
And Luqoe the dignity of bifliop in the country 
<virhich they pufpofed to conquer , they fent Pizarro 
as their agent to Spain , though their fortunes were 
tiow fo much exbaufted by the repeated eifortj 
which they had made, that they found fome diffih 
culty in borrowing the frpfall fum requifitc towards 
equipping him for the voyage **• * 

Pizarro l6l| no time in repairing to court,. and 
new as the fcene might be to him , he appeared be- 
fore the emperor with the unerabarrafled dignity of 

*' Bcrrqa 9 dec. 4. lib. iii. 0, i. Vega, s?. lib. 1. c. t^^ 
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^ o X a nian confcious of wliat his ferviccs merited ; and 
VI. he conduced his negociations with an infmuating 
I528- de^tterity of addreis , which could not have been' 
cxpefted either from his education or former ha^ 
bits of life. His feeling dcfcription of his own fuf- 
feriijglJ , and his pompous account of the country 
' ^vhi4hJl« had difcovered , confirmed by the fpeci- 
jmens of its produdions which he exhibited, made 
fuch an imprefllon both on Charles and his minify 
iters, that they not only approved of the intended 
expedition, but feemed to be interefted in the fuc- 
ctfs of its leader. Prcfuming on thofe difppfitions 
in his favor , Pizarro paid little attention to the 
Kejieftihis ^ntefeft of his aflbciates. As the pretenfions of 
afibcmtes, Luquc did not interfere with his own , he obtained 
ior him the ecclefiaftical dignity to which he afpir- 
-cd. For Almagroi he claimed only the command 
of the fortrefs whieh fhould be ereded it Tumbez. 
To himfelf he fecured whatever his boundkfs am* 
Jniysfs. bition could defire. He was appointed governor ^ 
•■»«^P'°5""* captain-general, and adelantado of all the country 
command to fWhich he had difcovered , and hpped to conquer, 
tumftif. -with fupreme authority, civil as well as military^ 
.and with full right to all the privileges andemoliv* 
inents'ufually granted to adventurers in the Nfew 
iWorld, His jurifdidion was declared to extend 
two hundred leagues along the coaft to the fouth 
of the river St Jago; to be independent of the 
governor of Panama; and he had power to nomi- 
nate all^the officers who were to ferve under him. 
In return for thofe conccffions , which.coft the court 
pf Spaia nothing, ^-^thp enjoyment if then^ 
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depended upon the fuccefs of Pizarro^s own cfforts^^ ^^ ^ q j^* 
he engaged to raife two hundred and fifty men^ ^j^ 
9.nd to provide the fhips, arms, and warlike (lores u^s. 
requifite towards fubjecfting, to the crown of Caftile > * 

t)he country of which the government was allotted 
liim. 

Inconfiderable ai the body of men was which siender forcf 
Pizarro had undertaken to raife , his funds and ere* J*^"**'* 
dit were fo low that he could hardly complete half is^k 
the number; and after obtaining his patents from 
the crownj he was obliged to fteal privately out of 
the port of Seville, in order to elude the fcrutiny 
of the officers who had it in charge to examine, 
•whether he had fulfilled the ftipulations in his conk 
^ad **. Before his departure , however , he received 
fome fupply of mbney from Cortes , who having 
returned to Spain, about this time, was willing ta 
contribute his aid towards enabling an ancient com* 
panion , with whofe talents and courage he was well 
acquainted , . to begin a career of glory fimilar to 
that which he himfelf had finiflied/*. 

He landed at Nombre de Dips , and marched 
acrofs the iflhmus to Panama, accompanied by his 
three brothers , Ferdinand , Juan , and Gonzalo> of 
whom the firft was born in lawful wedlock , the two 
latter , like himfelf, wefe of illegitimate birth, and - ^ 
by Francifcp de Alcanura , his mother's brother. 
They were all iii the prime of life, and of fuch abw 
lities and courage, as fitted them to take a dijfti%* 
guiihed part in his fubfequent tranfa^on^. 

'* Herrera , dec. 4. lib. viL 4, $u 
, " Ibid, lib. vii.- c ip. • 
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^ o K On his arrival at Panama, Pizarro found Almagrd 

VI* fo much exafperated at the manner in which he 

^_i.<i<v |jad condudlcd his ncgociation, that he not only. 

Mationwith ?efufea to acc any longer m concert with a man^v 

Aimftfro, ty whofe perfidy he had been excluded from the, 
power and honors to which he had a juft claim/, 
but labored to form anew affociation, in order 
.. to thwart or to rival his former confederate in Irit 
difcoveries. Pizarro, however, had more wifdom 
jr^nd addrefs than to fuffer a rupture fo fatal to all 
fcis fchemes , to become irreparable. By offering 
voluntarily to relinquiQi the office of adelantado, 
and jpromifing to concur in foliciting that title, 
^th an independent government, for Almagro, he 
gradually mitigated the rage of an open-hearted 
foldier, which had been violent, but was not 
ffhplacable. Liiquc, highly fatisfied with having 
htCTi fucce&ful in all his own pretenfions, cordially 
feconded Pizarro's endeavours. A reconciliation 
^as effcifled ; and the confederacy renewed on its 
original ter^is, (hat the enterprife (hould be carried 
on at the common expenfe of the aflbciatcs, and 
the profits accruing from it fhould be equally 
divided among them ", 

Theitarmi-^ Even after the(r WrUnion, and the utmoft efforts 
of their intereft, three fmall veffels, with a hundred 
jjnd eighty. fofdier$, thirty - fix of whom were 
torfemen ,. cckitpofcd the armament which they 
>rcre able to fit but. But the aftonifliing progrefe 

■ ■ " , ' - '. '. ^ 

Herrera, dec. 4.1ib, vii.a. 9. Zirate, lib. i. c. }► ' 
Vega, a. lib. i. a#;i4. -^ 
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of the Spaniards in America had infpi>ed thcnl with b o d 14 
fuch ideas of their own fiiperiority , that l^zarro vi. 
did not hefitate to fail with thi<i contemptible force M3it. 
to invade a great empire. Almagrp was left at f«^'"*'^ 
Panama, as formerly, to follow him with what 
laeinforcement of men he fhould be able to muften 
As the feafon for embarking was properly chofen^ 
and the courfe of navigation between Panama and 
Peru was iloW better known, Pizarrb completed 
the voyage in thirteen days; though, by the force 
of th^ winds and currents, he was carried above 
a huildred leagues to the north of Tumbez , the- 
place of his deftination i and obliged to land his 
troi3ps in the bay df JSt. Matthew. Without lofitig ^^^^^^ j^ 
a moment , he began tb advahce towards the Peril, 
fouth ^ taking care^ however * not to depart far 
from the fea-ftiorej both th^^t he might eafily effeft 
a jundion with the fupplies which he expeded 
from Panama, and feeute a retreat in cafe of any 
difafter, by keeping as near as poflible to his jhips. 
But as the country in feveral parts on the coaft 
of Peru ii barreii, unhealthful^ and thinljr peopled;* 
as the Spaniards had to^ pafs all the rivers near 
their mouth, M^rherc the body of >Hrater is greateftj 
and as the imprudence of Pizarro^ in attacking 
the natives when he (hould have ftudied to' gairi 
their confidence ^ had forced them to abandoni^ 
their habitations; famine, fetigue, and difeafes of 
various kinds, brought upon him and his follows 
ers calamities hardly inferior to thofe which they 
had endured in their former expedition. What 
they now experienced correi^onded fo ill ^iih 
Vol. I«. G 
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B o a K the alluring defcription of the country given hy 

vU Pizarro, that many began to reproach him, and 

1531. every foldier muft have become cold to the 

fervice, if, even in this unfertile region of Peru, 

they had not met with fdme appearances of wealth 

and cultivation, which feemed to juftify the report 

jLptil 14. of their leader. At length they reached the province 

of Coaque; and, having furprifed th^ principal 

fcttlement of the natives, they feized there vefl[cls 

and ornaments of gold and filver, to the amount , 

of thirty tboufand pefos, with other booty of fuqh 

value, as difpelled all their doubts, and infpired 

the moft defponding with fanguine hopes ^\ ^ ^ 

HispcartirM PizarTo himfelf was fo much delighted with this 

uninZ^Q^^ ^^^^ fpoil, which he confidered as the iirft-fruits of 

mtmu a land abounding with treasure , that be inftantly 

difpatched one of his ihips to Panama with a large 

remittance to Almagro ; and another to Nicaragua 

with a confiderable fum to fome perfond of influence 

in that province , in hopes of alluring adventurers* 

by this early difplay of the wealth which he had 

acquired. Meanwhile, he continued bis m|j;^^ 

along the x:oa(l« and difdaining to employ any ' 

means of reducing the natives but force , he 

attacked them with fuch 'violence in their fcattered 

' habitations, as compelled them either to retire into 

the interior ' country , or to fubmit to his yoke. 

This fudden appearance of invaders , whofe afpedt 

and manners were (o ftrange, and whofe power 

feemed to be fo irrefiilible, made the fame dreadftil 

'^ Herrera, dec« 4.1ib» vii. c. 9. lib# iL c* i. Xeres, i82» 
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fmpreffion as in other parts of America. Piiarro n 6 o if 



vi. 



hardly^ met with rcfiftance until be attacked the 
ifland of Puna in the bay of Guayquil. As that 
•was better peopled than the country through 
which he had paffcd, and its inhabitants fiercer 
and lefs civilised than thofe of the continent, they 
defended themfelves with fuch obftinate valor, 
that Pirarro fpent fix months in reducing them to 
iubjedlion. From Puna be proceeded to Tumbea?^ 
where the difterapers which raged among his meet 
compelled him to remain for three months '*. 

While he was thus erapfoyed, he began to reap 
Advantage from his Attention ^ to fpread the fame 
of his firft fuccefe at Coaque. Two different ff etach* «ece^** 
ttients arrived from Nicaragua , ivhich , though ^^^^;^^Jl^ 
neither exceeded thirty men^ he confidcred as a adifuec. 
reinforcement of great confequertcc to his feeble' 
band, cfpecially as the one was under the command 
of Sebaftian Benalcazar, aijd the other of Hernando 
Sota, olBcei's not inferior in merit and reputation 
to any who had fcrved in America^ From Tom bet W«f !#• 
he proceeded to the river Piura, and irt zrr advan- 
tageous ftation near the mouth. of it, he eftablrfhed 
the firft SpaniSl cofony im Peroj to which ho 
gave the name ol St. Michael. 

AsPizarro continued to advance towards tW cenf- 
tre of the Peruvian empire, he gradually received 
more foil itiformatioft conce/nii^K it$ t&tcat md 



^* F. Saiicho, ap. KamuC iii. p. n '# F» tt«Dftt#, dec, ^ 
Hb. vii. c. 1 8. lib*ix* c- t* ^ate^ lib^ ii. g. 2 , j* Xere*, 
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3 o o K policy, as well as the fituation of its aflfairs at that 
VI. jundure. ' Without fome knowledge of thefe, he 
itia. could not have conduced his operations with 
prbpiiety; and without a fuitable attention to 
them ^ it is impoflable to account for the progrefs 
which the Spaniards had already made , or to 
unfold the caufes of their fubfcquent fuc^iefs. 
State of the At the time when the Spaniards invaded Peru, 
rrBili!" ^^ dominions of its fovereigns extended in lerfgth^ 
from north to fouth^ above fifteen hundred miles 
along the Pacific Ocean. Its breadth , from eaft to 
weft, was much lefs confiderablc ; being unifonftly 
bounded by the' vaft ridge of the Andes, ftretching 
from its one extremity to the other. Peru, like the 
reft of the New World, was originally poffcfled 
by fmall independent tribes,, differing from each 
other in manners , and in their forms of rude 
policy. All, however, were fo little civilized, thati 
if the traditions concerning their mode of life , 
preferved among their defcendants, deferve credit^ 
they muft be claffed among the moft unimproved 
lavages of America. Strangers to every fp^cies of 
cultivation or regular induftry, without any fixed 
refidenqe, and unacquaiitted with thofe (entimentr 
and obligations which form the firft Jbonds of focial 
union, they are faid to have roamed aibout naked 
in the forefts, with which the country was then 
covered, more like /^ild beafts than like men« 
After they had ftrug^d for feveral ages with the 
tardfhips and calamit^s which are inevitable in 
fuch a ftJite, and M(hen no circumftance feemed 
IfO indicate the approach of any uitcommon cffbre 



Digitized by 



/Google 



itlSTORY OF AMERICA. « 

towards inaprovemcnt , wc are told that there IB t) 6 i: 
appeared on the banks of the lake Titiaca , a man vi. 
and woman of majeftic form , and clothed in ***** 
decent garments. They declared themfelves to be 
children of the Sun , fent by their beneficent 
parent , who beheld with pity the miferies of tbe^ 
human race, to iudrudt and to reclaim them. At 
their perfuafion , enforced by reverence for the 
divinity in >^hofe name they were fuppofed to 
fpeak, feveral of the difperfed favages united toge- 
ther, and receiving their commands as heavenly 
injundlions, followed them toCuzco, where they 
fectjed , and began lo lay the foundations of a 
city. 

Manco Capac and Mama Ocollo, for fiich were 
the names of thofe extraordinary perfonages, having 
thus colledled fome wandering tribes, formed that 
focial union, which,' by multiplying the defifesg 
9nd uniting the efforts of the human fpecies, excites 
induftry , and leads to improvement* Manco Capac 
intruded the men in agriculture , and other ufeful 
arus. , Mama OcoUo taught the women to fpin and 
to ^eave. By the labor bf the one fex, fubfillence 
became lefs precarious; by that of the other, life 
was renxlered more comfortable. After fccuring 
the objeds^ of firik neceffity iii an infant ftate t by 
providing food^ raiment, an4 habitations, icx the 
rude people of whom be took charge , Manoo 
Capac turned his attention towards introducing^ 
fucb Jaws and policy as might perpetuate their 
happinefs. By his inftitutioiis , which fliairbe 
more particularly, explained hereafter, the various 
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|{ o o « relations In private life were eftablifhcd, and the duticf 

VI. rcfulting front them prefcrited with fuch propriety, 

•'«3*' as gradually formed a barbarous people to decency 

of manners. In public adminiftration, the functions 

of perfon^- in authority were fo prccifely defined, 

and the fubordination of thofe under their jurifdic- 

tion maintained with fuch a fteady band, that the 

ibcicty in which he prefided, foon affumed the 

«fpeA of a regular and well-governed ftatc. 

- Tbus, according to the Indian tradition, wa5 

-lounrfed the empire of the Incas or Lords of Peru. 

At firft , its extent was fmall The territory of 

JMianco Capac did not reach above ieight leagues 

from Cuzco. But within its narrow precindls he 

•rxiBtcircd abTolutc and uncontrolled authority. His 

iucccffors, as their dominions extended, arrogated 

a lirailar jurifdidUon over the new fubjedls which 

.they acquired ; the defpotifm of Afia was not 

more complete. The Incas were not only obeyed 

-as monarchs, but revered as diviiiities. Their blood 

vras held to be facred, and,j by prohibiting inter* 

marriages with the people, was never contaminated 

by mixing with that of any other race. The family» 

thus fcparatcd from the reft of the nation, was 

diftinguiflicd by pecuUarities in drefsand ornaments, 

%^hich it was unlawful for others to aCTui^ei The 

:^fiuottarch himfelfj,dpipearcd with eniigns of royalty 

^referved for him' alone; and received from his 

■futjeAs marks of obfequious bomage and refped, 

-iwWch approached almoft to adoration. 

i But,:amongthp Peruvians, this unbounded power 

♦lithair mQnarcbs-isems to bav? been uniform^ 
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accompanied with attention to the good of their book 
fubjeds. It was not the rage of conqueft, if we vr. 
may believe the accounts of their countrymen, *'^» 
that prompted the Incas to extend their dominions, 
but the defire of diffufing the bleflings of civiliza^ 
tion, and the knowledge of the arts which they 
poffeffed, among the barbarous people whom they 
reduced. During a fucceffion of twelve monarchs, 
it is faid that not one tleviated from this beneficent 
charadler '*. . 

When the Spaniards firft vifited the cdaft 6t 
Peru , in the year one thoufand five hundred and 
twenty. fix, Huana Capac^ the twelfth monarch 
from the founder of the ftate , was feated on the 
throne. He is reprefented as a prince diftinguilhed 
not only for the pacific virtues peculiar to the 
race , but eminent for his tnartial talents. By his 
vidorlous arms the kingdom of Quito was fubjeded, 
a conqueft of fuch extent and importance as almoQ: 
doubled the power of the Peruvian empire; ' He 
was fond xif refiding in the capital of that valuable 
province , which be had added to his dominions;; 
and, notwitbftanding the ancient and fundamental 
law of the monarchy againft polluting the royal 
blood by any foreign alliance, he married tbe 
daughter of the vanquifhed monarch of Quito. 
She bore him a fon named Atahualpa, whom^ on 
his death at Quito, which feems to have happened 
^bout the year one thoufand five hundred and 

Cleca de Leon , Chroti. c. 44* Herrera , dec ) • iib* x« 
c. 4. dea S' lih. ill. c. 17. 

C4 
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K twenty-nine, be appointed bis fucceflbr m tb^t 
VI. kingdom , leaving the reft of bis dominions to 

'\^^^\ IJuafcar, his eld^'ft ion by a mother of the royal 
ifacc. Greatly as the Peruvians severed the memory 
of a monarch who bad rejgned with greater repu- 
tation and fplendor than any of his predecefforjf, 
the deftination of Huan^ Capac concerning the 
fuccelfion, appeared fo repugnant to a maxim 
cpev^l with the empire, ^nd founded pn authority 
deemed facrcd, that it was no fooner known at 
_ Cti2Go than it exceed general difguft. Encouraged 
by thofe fentiments of his fubjeds, Huafcar require^ 
his brother to renounce the government of Quito, 
ijmd to acknowledge him as his lawful fyperior. 
But it had been the firft care of Atahualpa ta 
^ain a large body of l;roops which bad accompanied 
hi? father to Quito* Tbefe were the flower pf the 
Peruvian warriors, to whofe valor Huana Capac 
had been indebted for all bis vidories. Relying oa. - 
their fupport, Atahualpa firft eluded bis brother's 
demand , and then inarched ^g^ii^ft bim in hoftilc 
.array^ 

Thus the ambition of two young men, the titk, 
.pf th^, oaic founded on ancient ufage, and that of 
the other affertedby the veteran troops, involved 
Peru in civil war, a calamity to which , . under a 
fucceflion of virtuous princes, it had hitherto been 
a ftranger. In fuch a conteft the iffue was obvious. 
-Theiorce of arms triumphed over the authority of 
laws. Atahualpa remained vidorious, and made a 
^ruel ufe of bis victory- Confcious of the defed ' 
in his own title to the crown i he attempted to 
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exterminate the royal race , , by putting to death B o o C 
all the children of the Sun defc^ndcd' from Matnco VL 
Xapac, wrhona he could feize either by loxtt or*" **^*' 
ftratageni. From a political motive, the life of bk 
unfortunate rival Huafcar, who bad been taketi 
prifoner in the battle which decided the fate of 
the empire , was prolonged for fome time , that, 
by iffuing orders ip his name, the ufurper might 
more eafily eftablifh his ^wn authority **. 

WhenPizarro landed in the bay of St, Matthevsr, Favoft*i« 
this civil war raged between the two brothers in g^fe,^fp^ 
its grcateft fury. Had he made any hoftile attempt ««rr^ 
in his former vifit to Peru in, the year one thoufand 
five hundred and tweniyfeven^he muft then have 
encountered the force of a powerful (late , united 
under a monarch , pofleffed of capacity as well as 
courage, and unembarrafTed with any care that 
could divert him from oppofing, his progrefs. But 
at this time, the two competitors, though they 
received early accounts of the arrival and violent 
proceedings of the Spaniards, were fo intent upon 
the operations of a war, which they deemed more 
interefting, that they paid no attention to the 
motions of an enemy, too inconliderable in number 
to excite any great alarm, and to whofc cai'eer, it 
would be eafy, as they imagined, to give a checli^ 
when more at leifure. 

By this fortunate coincidence of events, whereof Heavant 
?izarro cQul4 have no forefight , and of which , "*^^*^^^ 

vanccfA 
*• Zarate, lib. ^.c,I^ Vega, i.lib.ix.c. laandja— • 
40. H^^a,. dec. $.. lib. i. 0. 2, lib^iiu c it«> 
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« o o . K irom his defciflivc mQde of' intcrcourfe with the 
VI . people of the country, he remained long ignorant, 
|53>. he was permitted to carry on his operations unmo- 
Jefted, and advanced to the centre of a great 
empire before one effort of its power was exerted 
to ftop his career. During their progrefs , the 
Spaniards had acquired fome imperfed knowledge 
of this ftruggle between the two contending 
fadtions. The firft compkte information with 
refpe<a to it, they received from meflengers whom 
Huafc^r fent to Pizarro, in order to folicit his aid 
againft Atahualpa , whom he reprefented as a 
rebel and an ufurpcr *'. Pizarro perceived at once 
the importance of this intelligence, and forefaw fo 
, clearly all the advantages which might be derived 
from this divided ftate of the kingdom , which 
lie had invaded, that, without waitrhg fdr the 
reinforcement which he expedled from Panama, he 
determined to pulh forward, while inteftine difcord 
put it out of the power of the Peruvians to attack 
him with their whole force, and while, by uking 
part , as circumftances fhould incline him , with 
one of the competitors, he might be enabled with 
greater eafe to crufh both. Enterprifing as the 
Spaniards df that age were in all their operations 
aigaiod. Americans , and diRinguilhed as Pizarro 
was among his countrymen for daring courage, 
we can hardly fuppofe , that after having pro- 
ceeded hitherto flowly, and with much caution, 
he would have changed at once his fyftem of 

*^ Zarate, Kb. ii. c. $. 
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operation , and have ventured upon a nneafure fo B o o t^ 
hazardous , without fome new motive or profpeA vt* 
to juftify it. «3*- 

As he was obHged to divide his troops, in suttofMs 
order to leave a garrifon in St. Michael, fufficient ^'^^ 
to defend a ftation of equal impoiftanCe as a place 
of retreat in cafe of any difafter, and as a port 
for receiving any fupplies which (hould come 
from Panama, he began his march with a very 
flender and ill*accoutred train of followers. ♦-They 
confided of fixty-two horfemeu**, and a hundred 
4ind two foot • foldiers , of whom twenty were 
armed with crofs • bo\(rs , and three with muQcets. 
He di reded his courfe towards Caxanialca, a fmall 
town at the diftance of twelve days march from 
St. Michael, where Atahiialpa was encamped witfc 
a confiderable body of troops. Before he had 
^proceeded far, an officer difpatched by the Inca 
met him with a valuable prefent from thaf prince, 
accompanied with a proffer of his alliance, and 
.afTurances of a friendly reception at.Caxamaleai; 
Fizarro,* according to the ufUal artifice of his 
countrymen in America , pretended to come 9ii 
the ambaflador, of a very powerful monarch*, 
rand declared that he was now advandng yritk ail 
intention to offer Atahuaipa his aid agatnil/thofi^ 
eoemies who difputed his title to the thrcMle*^ 
' As the objed of the Spaniards, in entermg tlieir T4e«s«rii« 
country was altogether incomprebcnfibk to the ^^^^* 

•* See NOTE IV. ^ 

•' Herrera^ dec. 5* /lib- !• c. j. XerftSt 9^ ^^ 
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ir Q OK Peruvians, they had formed various conjcdures 

VI. concerning it, without being able to decide whether 

ih^^d' *^^y (hould confider their new guefts as beings of 

^g,,^, a fuperior nature, who had vifited thena from 
fome beneficent motive, or as formidable avenger* 
of their crimes, and enemies to their repofe and^ 
liberty. The continual profeffions.of the Spaniards, 
that they came to enh'ghien them with the 
knowledge of truth , and lead then;^ in the way 
of h^ppin^fs, favo^"ed the former opinion; the 
outrages which they committe4» thc^ir rapacioufneli. 
and cruelty, were awful confirmations of the latter. 
While in this ftate of uncertainty, Pizarro's declara^r. 
tion of his pacific intentions fo far removed all the 
tinea's fears, that he determined to give him a 
friendly reception. In confequence of this refolution, 
the Spaniards were allowed to march in tranquillity 
acrofs the fandy defert between St. Michael an4 
Motup^, where the moft feeble fffort of an enemy, 
added to the unavoidable diftre(Ies which they 
fuffered in' paffing through that comfortleis region, 
muft have proved fata^ to them **. From Motupe 
they advanced towards the mountains which ea- 
compaffed the. low dDuntry of Peru, and pafled 
thp<)ugh a defile fo narrow and inacceflihle, that 
, H. few men might have defended it againft a 
numerous/ army. But here likewifc, from the (ame 

J inconfiderate credulity of the Inca, the Spaniards 

met with no oppofition, and took quiet poflefidon 
of a fort fcre<aed for the (ecurity of that importaoft 

** S^eNOTE V; 
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(btioh. As they novr approached near to Caxa- booh 
imalca , Atahualpa. renewed his profeffions of vu 
friendfliip; and as an evidence of their fincerityj ^^^^ 
lent them prefents of greater value than the 
forraet. 

On entering Gaxamalca, Pizarro took polteinoii Arrive at 
of a large court, on one fide of vrhich was a Cax»maic% 
houfe which the Spanifh hiftorians call a palace 
of the Inca , and on the other a temple of the 
Sun , the whole furrounded with a ftrong rampart 
or wall of earth. When he had pofted his troops in 
this advantageous ftation, he difpatched Hernando 
Soto, aqd his brother Ferdinand, to the camp o£ 
Atahualpa ^ which was about a league diftan^ 
from the town. He inftruded them to confirm 
the declaration which he had formerly made of 
his [Pacific difpofition , and to defire an interview* 
with the Inca , that he might explain more fulljr 
the intention of the Spaniards in vifiting^his 
country. They were treated with all the refpedful 
bofpitality ufual among the Peruvians in the recep« 
tion of their mod cordial friends , and Atahualpa 
promifed to vifit the Spanifh (commander next day 
itk his quarters^ The decent deportment of thd 
Peruvian monarch, the order of his court, and 
the reverence with which his fubjedls approached 
his perfon and obeyed his coit^mands, aftoniifaed 
tbofe Spaniards, who had never met in America 
with any thing more dignified than the petty cazique 
of a barbarous'tribe. But their eyes were ftill more 
Jppwerfuliy attra^ed by the yaft profufion of \^calth 
Iffhich diey obfefved m the Inca's camp. ThC/ 
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BOOK rkh brnaments worn by him and hb attendants^ 
VI. the veffcis of gold and filvcr in which the repaffc 
MH» offered to them was ferved up, the mgltitude of 
utenfils of every kind formed of thpfe preciou* 
metals , opened profpeds far exceeding any idea. 
of opulence that a European of the ftxteenth 
century could form. > 

Ftffidioiis On their return to Caxamalca, while their nainds- 
ti»»M>!^ were yet warm with admiration and defire of thc^ 
wealth which they bad beheld, they gave fuch a 
defcri{(tion of it to tbei^ countrymen, as confirmed 
Pizarro in a refolution which he had already taken. 
From his Own obfcrvation of American manners 
during Ws long fervice in the New World , as 
well as from the advantages which Cortes had 
derived from feizing Montezuma, he knew of what 
confequencc it wai to have th« Inca in his power. \ 
For this purpofe, he formed a plan as daring as^' 
3t was perftdious. Notwichftanditrg the charadef 
that be had affumed of an ambaflador irom a 
.powerful monarch, who cotirted an alliance with 
the Inda, add in violation 6f the repeated offers: 
which be had made tto him of his own friendlhip 
and affiftance, he determined to avail himfelf of 
the (mfufptcioiis fimplicky with which Atahualpa 
rdied ^mi his profeiStonSy and to feize the perfon 
of the Inca daring the interview to which he had • 
invited him. He prepftred for the execution of hl^ 
feheme with the &ntte deliber^e arrangement, and ' 
with 9M} Kttte compuniflioii> as if it had reflcifed 
tf^ di^race.on bimfcll or bis country. He divided 
faif cavalry into three fmali f^uadrans,. undec the 
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commaDd of his brother Ferdinand, Soto, and dock 

Benalcazar; his infantry vrere fornned in one body, vl. 

except twenty of rooft tried courage, whom he *^*** 

kept near his own perfon to fupport him in the 

dangerous fervicc which he rcferved for himfelf ; 

the artillery, confifting of two field -pieces*', and 

the crofe - bow- men , were placed oppofite to 

the avenue by which Atahualpa was to approach. 

All were commanded to keep within the fquare, 

and not to move until the fignal fo^ adion Was 

given. 

Early in the morning the Peruvian camp was Kov,t«. 
all in motion. But as Atahualpa was folicitous to Jl^il^Jn'J,^' 
appear with the greateft fplendor and magnifi- 
<^ence in his firft interview with the ftrangers , the 
preparations for this were fo tedious, that the day 
was far advanced before he began hjs march. 
Even then ^ left the order of the procefHon fhould 
be deranged , he moved fd flowly , that the Spai 
niards became impatient, and apprehenfive that 
ft>me fufpicion of their intention might be the 
caufe of this delay: In order to remove this, ]Pi- 
tZTTo difpatched one of his officers with frefli aflur* 
ances of his friendly difpofition. At length the 
Inca approached. Firft of all appeared four bun* 
dred men, in an uniform drefs, as harbingers ta 
clear the way before him. He himfelf, fitting on 
at throne or couqh, adorned with plumes of various 
colors, and almoft covered with plates of gold 
and filvcr enriched with precious ftones^ was carried 
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>Ii.o o K on the flioulders of his prmcipal attendants^. 
TI. Behind him came forae chief officers of his court j^ 
^j$»2* carried jn the fame manner* Several bands of 
^ngers and dancers accompanied this cavalcade ; 
and thci whole plain was covered with troops^ 
j^mounting to more than thirty thoufand men. 
«trtiifrha^ As the Inca drew near the Spamih quarterSf 
rangiiexif father Vidctnt Valvcrdc, chaplain to the expedition*, 
tetde* advanced with a crucifix in one hand^ and a bre^ 
Viaiy in the other , and in a long difcourfe explain- 
ed to him the dodrine of the creation , the fall oL 
...... Adam , the incarnation ^ the fuiFerings and refur^ 

jreAiori oi hius Chrift, thci appointment of St* 
Peter as God^s vicegerent on earth , the tranfmif- 
^on of his apoftolic poWcr by fucceffion to the, 
popes ^ the donation made to the king of Caftilci 
by pope Alexander of all the regions in the Kevv 
World. In cotifequence of all thisj he required 
Atahiial|)a to ^mbracje the Chtillian faith, to ac« 
knowledge the fupreme jurifdidion of the pope^^ 
. and to fubmit to the king of Caftile as his lawful 
Sovereign; promifing, if he complied inftantly 
witli this requifition / that; the Caftilian monarch 
l^ould protedl his dominions, and permit him to. 
continue in the exercife of his royal authority ; bufe 
if he ihould impioufty refufe to obey this fummons^ 
he denounced war againft him jn his mailer's name, 
a^d threatened him with the moft dreadful effeds 
of his vengeance^ 
t^p}j^ih9 This ftrange harangue, unfolding deep myf* 
*■<'*• tcries, and alluding to unknown fads, of which 

HO poyfct pf eloquence could haye conveyed at 
^ - Onc« 
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once a diIUn(fk idea to an American, wasfo lamely book 
tranflated by an unftilful interpreter, Jit;tle ac«. vi. 
auainted with the idiom of the Spanifh tongue, and *?^ 
incapable of exprefling liimfelf with propriety in 
the language of the loca, that its general tenor 
was altogether incomprehenfible to Atahualpa.. 
Some, parts in it^ of more obvious meaning, filled 
him with aftonifliment and indignation. His re- 
ply,: however, was temperate- He began with 
obferving, that he was lord of the dominions over 
which he reigned by hereditary luccefCon ; and 
added , that he could not conceive how a foreign 
pried fliould pretend tq difpofe of territories which 
(lid not belong to him; that if fuch a prepoflcrous 
grant had been made ,* he , who was thc^rightful 
'poffeflbr, rcfiffed to confirm it; that he had no in- 
clination iorenouirce the religious in(litutions,eftab- 
lifl>ed by his anceftors ; nor would he forfakc the 
fervicp of the Sun , the immortal divinity whom he 
and his people revered , in order to worfhip the 
God of the Spaniards, who was fubjed to death; 
that with refpedl to other matters contained in bis 
difcouxfe, as he had never heard of them befoYe^ 
and did not now underftand their meaning, he de- 
fired to know where the prieft had learned things 
fo extraordinary. *^In this book," anfwered Val- 
Verde, reaching out to him his breviary. The 
Inca opened it eagerly, and turning over the leaves^ 
lifted it to his ear: "This," fays he,^ "is filent; 
it tells me nothing ; ** and threw it with difdainjo 
the ground. The enraged monk, running towards 
his countrymen, cried out, "To arms, Chriftijins, 
Vol. in. • D 
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« o o It t6 arms; the word of God is infulted; avi^hgeth^ 
v^^ profanation on thofie linpious dogs **.'* 
1^35. Pifarro, tvlio, during this long conference^ 

ttdcTthe had with' difficulty reftrained his foldiers, eager to 
Ptrtt¥i«uif, feize the richTj)oils of v^rhich they had now To near ' 
a view, iinmediately gave the fignal of affault. At 
once the martial mufib fthicfc up, the banhoti and 
ttiuflcets began to fire /the horfe fallied out fiercely 
to the charge, the infantry rulhed on fword in' 
hand. The Peruvians, aftonifhed at the fudden* 
nefe of an attack which they did not exped, and 
difmay6d' with the deftrudtive effeds of the fire- 
atms , 'sivid the irrefiftible in>prefljon of the cavalr)v 
fled with univerfal confternatiori on every fide, 
without' attempting either to annoy the enemy , or 
t6 defend themfelves. Pizarro, at the h^ad of his 
chofen band, advanced direAIy towards the Inca; 
and though his nobles crowded around him with . 
officious zeal, and fell in numbers at his feet^ >YhiIe 
they vied one with another in facrificing (;heir own 
Kves j that they might cover the facred perfon of 
their fovereign, the Spaniards foon penetrated to 
•nd rnzct the royab feat ; and Pizarro feizing the Inca by the 
the Inca. ^rm , dragged him to the ground , and cariltd him 
as a prifoner to his quarters. .The fate of the mo* 
rtarch mcreafcd the predpitate flight of his follow- 
ers. The Spaniards purfued them towards every 
quarter , and with deliberate and unrelenting bar- 
barity, con tinned to flaughter ^wretched fugitives, 
who never once oflfered ^o refift. The carnage did 

*' Sec NOTE Vr. ' . " 
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»ot ceafe until the clofe of day. Above four thou- 
fand Peruvians were killed. Not a fingle Spaniard 
fell, nor was one wounded but Pizarro himfelf, 
n^hofe hand was flightly hurt by one of his owtt 
foldiers, while ftruggling eagerly to lay hold on the 
.Ytf^Irica*^ 

^lljlj'hc plunder of the field was rich beyond 'any 
idea which the Spaniards had yet formed concern* 
ing the Wealth of Peru , and they were fo tranfport; 
cd with the value of the acquifition, as well as the 
greatncfs of their fuccefs, that they pafTed the night 
in the extravagant exultation natural to indigent 
adventurers on fuch an extraordinary change of 
fortune. 

At firft the captive monarch could hardly be- 
lieve a calamity which he fo litde expeded to be 
real. But he foon felt all the mifery of his fate , 
and the dejedion into which he funk was in pro* 
portion to the height of grandeur from which he 
had fallen. Pizarro , afraid of lofing all the ad- 
vantages whidh he hoped to derive from the pof- 
feflion of fuch a prifoner, laboffa to confole him 
with profeffions of kindnefs and refpedl, that cor- 
riefponded ill with his adions. By refiding among 
the Spaniards, the Inca quickly difcovered their 
ruling paflGon, which, indeed, they were no-wife 
foirdtous to, conceal, and by apptying to that, 
mad^ an attempt to recover hif liberty. He offer- 
ed as a ranfom what aftonifbed the Spaniards, even 
after all they now knew conertning the opulence 
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jB 0,0 K of bis kingdom. The apartment in which he \ya$ 
. V|. confined was twenty- two feet in length and fixte^a 
«ua. in breadth ; he undertook to fill it with veffels of 
gold as high as he could reach. Fizarro clofcd 
eagerly with, this tempting propofal , and a li:ii« 
was drawn upon the walls of the chamber, to mark 
the (lipulated height Co which the tieafure was 
to rife. 

Atahualpa, tranfported with having obtained 
ibme profpedl of liberty, took meafures inftantly 
For fulfilling his part of the agreement, by fending 
meflcngers to Cuzco, Quito, apd other places, 
where gold had been amafTed in largeil quantitie^^ 
either for adorning the temples of their gods, or the 

, hpufes of the Inca, to bring what was neccffary for 

completing his ranfom diredly to Caxaraalca# 
Though Atahualpa was now in the cuftody of bis 
enemies, yet fo much were the Peruvians accuf- 
tomed to, refpcd every mandate iffued by their fo* 
yereign , that his orders were executed with the 
j;reateft alacrity. Soothed with hoj^es oif recover- 
ing his liberty b)4^is means, the fnbjeds of the 
r Inca were afraid of endangering his life by forming 
any other fcheme for his relief; and though the 
force of the empire was ftill entire, no prepara* 
tions were made, and no army affembled to avenge 
their own wrongs pr thofe of their monarch **. Tfie 
Spaniards remained in Caxamalca tranquil and un* 

Tiicspa. molefted. Small detachments of their nuoitber 

RiardsviiTt marchcd into remote provinces of th« empire, and. 

f rovincft. 

** Xcre2. 20^, . 
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niftead of meeting with any oppofition, were every 
where received with marks of the m^ft fubmiffive 
wfped*'. 

Incohfiderable as thofe parties were, aiifi'dc- 
firous as Pizarfo might be to obtain fome kqow-^ 
ledge of the interior ftate of the country ^ he coiild 
not have ventured upon any diminution of his main 
body , if he had not about this time received an 
ai^count of Almagro^s having landed at St. Michael 
with fuch a ireifaforcement as would almoft double' 
the number' of his followers '*. The arrival of this 
Fong-expeded fuccJt)ur was ndt more agreeable td 
the Spaniards; than alarming to the Mcst. He few 
the jpower of hts'ehethies incri^fe} knd as heknew 
Aeither^the fource whencd they derived their fiipJ 
plies , nor the means by which they were (ioiiveyecl 
to Peru , he crbuld riot forefce to ^yhat a height the 
inhndation that pouted in upon his dominions 
itei^ht rife. Whilt difquieted with ftich appfehen- 
fiohs , he learned; that fome Spaniards 
to Cuzto , had vifited his brother I 
place where he kept him confined , 
captive prince had reprefcnted to th 
of his own caufe, and as an induceni 
it, had promifed them a quantity of t 
beyond that which Atahualpa had c 
f6r hts ranfom. H the Spaniards fl; 
thispropofal,' Atahualpa perceived 
Ithidlion to be iiievtuble; and fufptfi 
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HOOK inlktialile tbicft for gold would tempt them lo lend^ 

VI, a favorable ear to it , b^ determined* to facriiice bi^ 

1413. brother*s life, that he might faye bis own j ancL 

. his orders for tbis.purpofe were executed, like all 

fcis other comroandsi with fcrupulous pundluality * '* 

Tfcespanf. -JVleanwhile, Indians d[aily arrived at Caxamalca 

divfiiorjf^ from, diflferent parts of the kingdom, loaded withi 

thcfpou.^ tr^afure. A great part of the ft^ulated quantit;^ 

was'now amaffed, and Atahualpa afliLjced the Spa« 

^iards , that the only thing which preyopted ^hg^ 

whole from being brought in, was . the- remote^ 

ii|^fs pf tbeprpvingcs ^vhere it y^^as /leppfited. B^ 

^uc^ yaft piles of gold pr^fen ted contniually to th^ 

vic^y of needy /Qldipi;s, had iix inflamed their avai«» 

rice., tliat ^t was impoflible. any Jongqr ,to, reffr^ij^ 

^eir impatience to obtain polfi^IIioa M this xiqH 

pooty^ Orders were jgiyen for me^tjing downtbq 

yrhole, except fome, piec^ of qurious fobric, xpi 

. , ^ fervid, a5 a prefect tor the emperor. After fitting 

-:- ■ apart the fifth <iue to the crown,- and a hundred 

•' *' ' thoufand pefos, as a. donative to the fqldiers which 

arrived with A kpagro,,, there remained one milliofn 

five, hundred and twenty-eight thoufand five hun-j 

flred p?fo$ to Fizarro and bjs followers. The fef? 

Wi»^ tlyal of St. James^ 4;h:e,patroia f^t^cf^^paiii, was 

the day chqfen for^t^pe partition of this vaft fupj 

and tl^c manner pf condudliqg ff fljcang|jf .if^rfc^ 

that ftrange ^lliance, of fanaticifoi with avariqe* 

^hifiK I have iqapi^ thsui on^je had occafion to poin|| 

*' Zarate , lib. ii. c. 6. Gomara, Hift, o. 115. Herrcra , 
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out a$^. ?^ ilrikipg fe^tMrel inthe cbara(^;^^pf tk^ ^ *^ f> % 
conquerors of the lilcvr. World* Thpugbr.afieiii- .vi. 
bled to divide the fppik ol an ianopent peopl^, ^5*$f 
{>focured by deceit i* oxI^riioB , and cruelty , the / 
ltranfa4lion b^gaii with a folenwi ittvocation of the 
nametofGod**, as ife^hty.^ould have expelled the 
guidance #f Heaven in diftributing thofe w^agcs c^ 
iniqiiiiy^' In this divifi^n above eight tboufand 
l^efos » m ib*t time not irtftrior 4n effc<aiv,e value 
to aa taw^ pot»nd3 Sterling in the prefent century, 
lell t^ the &are of <ach Jtorieman, cand.balf thait 
{fin>!;.io web foot-foldien, Fiz^ro hipofelf^ and 
his officer^ neccaved div^cisids^n proponioii to tjb^ 
digni^ofitheir rank* j-^h^-. n ; 

. There \A nojexampic jis^iftory lif fucb a fudden Tht eSbtt 
acqusfition of wealth bj^awliuary fervicd, ttor was ®^^^ 
4DTef A fttm {q great di vided/^nobngl (ir> ftbiidb ar num- 
l)er of foldiers* Many of idieni' hilvipg i^csived la 
recompence for their fervic^s -for. beyond thei^inoft 
fanguine hopbs^ wwe ijo hnpatieiit borpiiire.bofi 
latigue and danger , in-order to ipirhd^e remaiii- 
der^f^thfk daysiotheiy^iisiiiiTe G«miit«y)mi(«a(e.aad 
Opulan€ei^r;thiii they idemandcd (heirxiifidhai^wiKSi 
.claifaorous ino^koctunityinHzarro, jKnftble.that £rom 
ftic^ men he i^ould tnq;»Qd ineither.emecpniA in ok* 
tion nor fortitude in fufferingyiaad pvrCuadedithat 
'.wherever, tbcfjjh afbdltv tbef diTj^^sdf th^.tiches*/! > -. ^^ 
vwoirid »aU4fc - aid vennwcis ;:» Jdfi opifknt bdt> nrote 

ndi^aoMJ^ 3M, pefoliMf dcaboa^e &CbyKoft«hfenidlQi^ 
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ft b b ic accompany his bfotfitfi- Ferdinand , whotH be feiit 

'V4. to Spam with an' account of his fuccefsr and die 

^^ c^el^nt deftincd fot the empfror ''.' • ( : 

Tbeinca . The Spaniards haxHttg dix^jdcd amon;^ ib^tn the 

Ws'^Hbwty treaforc am^flfed for the Inca^s ranfom , ^ht iaTthed 

invaia. "with thcnr to fulfil thck promifc of fettiiig hkri at 

Itberty. B»t nothing was farther from PiEarro's 

thoughts. During his Jong »fcrvice in the Nevr 

World, he had io^bibed thofe ideas tod itoaKims tjf 

his felloW'foldiers, which led^ them to confider its 

inhabitants as an inferior race, neither worthy' of 

the name, nor «ntided to the nghts, of m^ni- li 

bis compad ^with AiiaiuM^pa, he bad no other oli- 

jed than to aroufe his captive \Vitfa fuch 4i proTpeiSl 

of recovering'^ liis liberty i as might induce him to 

' lend' all the aid of bis>aiiti|ority towards cbfletfting 

the wdiilth^ ofi Us kingttob. Having nbw'seceoro- 

^pliflied tbir^' /he na longer regarded his pitghtefl 

hkithj and at the very time when the credulous 

. prince: iboped to be replaced on his throne, he had 

fecretiy. .i!e&tved to bereave him of life. Many 

Icircumftaincfr feem to fa»vr conoarred in prompting 

;liim to thiSiJK^nf the moft cnminal and* atrodpos 

ithat Ibuxisthe Spanifli 4i^me , tataidft all the deeds 

- of violence /Committed iflP^tarrying on tlie conqueft 

of the NewsWof Id. ; .: 

Mc tnd tht : Tfaoo^h Bizapra. Iiad fsized the bica , in inif ta« 

^utllii* t>tion of €ortti<r'^ooiidod towards^ the MesEicaJ^ mo- 

fcaiotts. :iiarohr| aiw fibifjipt poffefshalbaes for carryiiig on 

olhe.iaaieiartful plan of |>otecy. I>eAit(xieni)| ohe 

?• Hcrrera , dci f.'lft; iii^^;i'^i?ga , p. s. lib. i. c. jg. 
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-temper 2Hi«! kldre&reqmfite fw gaining the confi- B'O ok 
deace o{ Us prifoner ,' he never reaped *all the ad- VL 
.vantages whtcfar'iiligbt have been derived from be- '*^^' 
Ikig mafter of.Kls perfon and authority ^ Atafaualpa 
.teas, indeed ^ a f^oce of greater abiltties'tind di£- 
.ccrnment than Montezoma, arfd>feems to bav<rpe* - 
• sftirated morbtftoroughly into the-eharader and 
cintcntions o£> (he. Spaniards.. Mutual fufpicion and 
idiftraftaccoirdin^^took place between them. The 
tfirid attention Vfidi which it was necefiary to guard 
4i:dapti1re ictf fuch ihiporcaoqe , greatly increafed the 
viattgiicL of mtticuy . chityi* The utility of ki^eping 
hini ap{»ared^inooDSderaUe ; and I^zarro felt hifti 
:afian encuMiberaaoe^ lipom which he wilhed to be 
deli^red'\ ;. -* i ^ 

r rAimagro atid fus followers had madd a demand AinuMn^ 
<rf:aa CK|uaI:ihareln the lnca'$ ranfoni; and though J^^/J^]* 
FizHnio h^ beftofml ^Upotv the priv^e men the roandhii 
large gratuity which I have mentioned, and eft- ^*^** - 
Aa^rtwred to fooih their leader* by prefents of great 
n^^kili^y ^y^ Jftftl^coaidmed dif&ti^ed. They were 
^A^r^enfive,^ itswt as^ long as Atahnalpa remain^ 
a p)4fOfier, Pi2^rri:?s (hidicrg would apply whatever 
tr^dr^'fliouid be acquired , to mak« tip what wais 
wanting* of the qu^fewky ftipulated lor lifis ranfbm, 
Md ondtr that pretext Exclude theM fmm any part 
irfit They infifted eagerly on putting the Inca 
to4eaih; that isdil' the advcnWrers iti Peru might 
thc#ealt)eM>e <m' tttt-eqdrf footing^\ 

, Henrcfa'i ace. 5^. lib. in. c. 4. 

* ' '* ^2aratc, 'lib; ii.' c. 7. Vega> p. 2, lib. i. c. 7. Herrcra, 
- deer ^^. Jib. iii.- c. 'ir-'^ ' * ' . • . - '^ 
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B O O K 
VI. 

Motives 
which in- 
sliced Pi% 
sarro ta 
confent. 



Fiz2trH> hitjfiftli bfgsn t0he;alkrri&kl with ati..ae* 
CQunt of forces aflembling in the remote provinces 
of the empire , and fufpeiSed Atftbualpa of having 
ifltied orders .foi?- that purpofe. Thefc .feaafs and 
fufpicions^ were artfully increafifd l?y Fbilippiilo , 
one of (be Indiaim whom fiizarrb had earned off 
irom TumbQz^ih the year one t&oufand five baas* 
:<lrcd and twerityffevi&n , and-whOn^fbe t mpioyed as 
-an interpreter. The fuqdioa which he performed 
*jidmitting this mantlo iatniliar in^rcDHrfewafib the 
c^^ve monai:cbi^7?he pr^umedv ^notwitbfta^ng 
,the tneannefs o&hh birth ^ to^ r^ifir his: a£Eediom to 

Ik Coya^ or defendant 6f thd Sisii^< dne.cf£;:4^^^^^ 
pa'« wives; a^d fe^ing^ AOt profpc^ crfigratM^iog 
th^t paffion during the life of the monitchy be* eii^ 
'deavoured to iilF the ears of tbeS^^dniardswtlii^bcb 
. cK:counts of the Inca's {BcreC /deOgos and prcpabra^* 
iAm»^ as migihe av^aken their jcaloufy , and ioc&e 
,*b«»to ,dut him off. ; :] /- :.: 

W%ile Aln^gco and his foliowera ©pcalyudk-' 
t^^aiNled jthef|ilfe/of the lQ«aj«ir^t1d ;f hiJi^^lbtcbi** 
]iim!4 tp n)MI.TbM by pri^at/e ^fttehinatai«frv^<^jl|iat 
^^ufihappy prini:^ inadvjprt^^y cwitributedrtoihftftea 
;bi^ oi^n ,fat^ |>uring hi^ c^ftdeciient b^ bJud at- 
^tadbif<^ bi^fetf tv^itb pecnH^ alfejaion tp F^rdimuxl 
^PixaiTO m?d}H?«H^ndQ. Soto^jr^who , as ibey;tw«fe 
.|>(;rfo|i$ of loirih aii4 e^catjprt Jiipprior to the rough 
„ adventurers ^witb rwhWitb^jftw^^di w^fc^lcwt 
tomed to bch^^Ve^wi*^ iivPTpr^ifl^mQ^ ^<><4^tttlt*n 
to the captive monarch. Soothed with tbis,fefpe<ft 
, 'from pcrfons^of ^Uch bi^ti yanlT,^ Jie ' dejighted in 
'their fotiety. 'But in the pbfencf of the gavcw)r 
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b^-was always uncafy , and overawed^ This*<ifciad » o o « 
{boil came to be mingled with contempt. Among att vi. 
tiie European arts, wbat he admired moft was thaft ***** 
of reading ahd writing ; and he long deliberated 
wi^h himfeif 9 whether he fhouW regard it as a na^ 
lur^l 6r acquired talent, la. order to cfetermine 
this, he defined one of the foldiers, who guarded 
bim 'to write. the name of God on the nail; of his 
ihm^b. This hjc fliowed fucceflively to fcveral 
Sjp^aniards , ^aByng its meaning f and to his amaze* 
gjent g th^yj a)il , :,wifefeottt l>efiutipn ^ re^uhwd the 
£}n)e atiCwi^vi At length Pizarro .entered ; and oa 
prefencing i| to ki9i» he blufj^d^ and withfom^ 
confufiod; Ajras obliged to acknowledge his igno- 
rancter Frow^jthat moment, Atahualpa tx>nfidered 
bimras a m^^p perfon, lefs inJlruded than his awa 
Coldiers f i^tid ke^ had riiot. addrefs enough to conoe^ 
the (entioHsnts with which this difcovery infpired . 
Jiim. To be the objed of a barbarianV feorn, not 
only mortHiW the pride of Pizarro, butieacctted 
fuch refentment in bis breaft, as added force to att 
the pthfsr confi^rations <wh}ch. prompted him ta 
put the' loca -to death'*-- 

But in-order to give fomc color of juftioc to HisttiaJ* 
this violent, aAion, and that he himfelf might be 
exempted^ from ftanding finely refponfible for the 
commifli0n iof it, Pizarro refolved to try the Inca 
with all'itheibrmaUties obferved in the. criminal 
(ourts of Spain. Pizarro himfelf , and Almagro;, 
with two iafliftapts, were appointed judget^ with 



3f 



HentAttdeCff . lib* iii* c 4. Ve^a,.p. |i» likyi.«. ^ 
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9 o o X fuH p6^r to acquit or 'to condcinn ; ait attbitiey^ 
vj. general :vra& named to carry on the profecution in 
>»«•• the king's name ; counfellors "were chofen to zP 
fid the prifoner in Jhis defence ; and clerks were 
ordained to record the proceedings of the court. Be^ 
fore this (Irange tribunal, a charge *^as exhibitecl 
ftill more amazing. It' confifted dl varidus ar- 
^cler ; that Atahualpa , though a baflard V Hsid ^^ 
poffcttcd the rightful owner of the throne, and 
ti&rped the regal power ; that he had put his bro-^ 
ther and lawful fovereign to death; that he wa* 
an idolater , and had not only |>ermitted ^ but 
confmaqded the offering of human iacrifiid^s ; thMf 
; lie had i great! number ^ concubin^sY that fined 

liisiniprifonmenthe had wafted attd emb^ezzled th<i 
jpoyal trcaCurcs, wha^nowbetonged of right to tlie 
iconquerors; th^t he had incited fcU tttbjeds W 
take arms againfl the Spaniards. Oh €h^fe headd 
of aqcufiition, f^mc of which are fo ludicrous # 
others fo abfgrd , that the effrontery^ Pizarro, its 
inaktng them the foundation of a feribus proce-^ 
dure , is not left ibrpitfing than bis injuftice , did 
this ftrange court go on to ti^ the fovereigri of % 
great empire , over whom it hjrd tto^juriididion. 
With refpecft to each of the articles, witnefies wer^ 
examined; but as they delivered their evidence itl 
their native tongue, Philippillo had it in his poweir 
to give thek woids whatever turn beft fmted hi$ 
icakvolent intentions.; To judges predetermined 
in their opinion , this evidence appeared fuffici^nr. 
Hei« eon- They pronounccd Atahbalpa guilty , and con- 
^emued, jjej^jj^. [^^ j^ U buTut alivt. Bmt Valvcrde 
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proflitutcd the authority of his (acred fundlbn to 
confirm this feBtencCy and by his fi^nature war* 
ranted it to be juft. AAoniQied at his fate» Ata* 
hualpa endeavoured to avert it by ^ear$ » by pro* 
mifes , and by intreaties, that he might be fent to 
Spain , where a monarch would be the arbiter of 
bis Jot. But pity never touched the unfeeling heart 
of Fizarro. He ordered him to be led inftantly 
to execution; and, what added to the bitternef^ 
of his laft moments, the fame monk, who had juft 
ratified hie; doo^i, offered to confole, and attempted 
to convert him. The moft powerful argument 
Valvcrde employed to prevail with him to embrace 
theChriftkq faith, was a promife of mitigation iti 
bis punifhment* The dread of a cruel death ex* 
torted from the trembling viditTi a dcfirc of receiv- 
ing baptilm. The ceremony was performed ; and 
Atahvralpa, inftead of being burnt, was (Irangled at 
the ftakcV'. 

Happily for the credit of the SpaniBi nation , 
even an^ong the profligate adventurers which it 
fcnt forth to conquer and defolate the New World, 
there were perlbns who retained ft>me tindure of 
the Caftilian generofity and honor. Though, b^ 
fore the trial of Atahualpa, Ferdinand Pizarro had 
let out for Spain, and Soto was fent on a f^parate 
command at a dif^ance froni (^axamalca, this odious 
tranfadion was not carried on without cenfure. 
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/' Zarate, lib. 11. c. 7, Xeres , p. ap* Vega, p. if. 
lib. 1. c. i6y )7. Comara, Hift. c. 117. Hcrrcra, dec. $. 
Hb. iii. G. 4. 
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3 o o K and oppofition. Several officers , and among thofe 
vi« fome of the greateft reputation and rooft i^efpedable 
'W3. fenailiesin the Tervice, not only remonftrated, but 
proteftcd againft this meafure of their general , as 
difgracefui to their country , as repugnant to every 
maxim of equity^ as a violation of public faith, and 
an ufurpation of jurifdidion ovec an independent 
monarchy tt> Which they had no title. But their 
laudable endeavours Wete vain. Numbers > and the 
opinion of fuch as held every thing to be lawful 
vrhicfa they deemed advantageous , prevailed. Hit 
tory, however, records e^^cn the unfuccefsful exer- 
tions of virtue with applaufe ; and the SpaniQi writ- 
ers , in relating events where the valor of their na- 
tion is more confpicuous than its humanity, have 
not failed to preferve the names Of thofe who made 
this laudable effort to fave their country from the 
infamy of having perpetrated fuch a crime ". 
t)iabiBaoii On the death of Atahualpa , Pizarro inverted 
jLatlndor- "^^^ of hLs fous with the enfigns of royalty , hoping 
«triftPenk. that ayoung man without experience might prove 
a more paflive inftrument in his hands, than an 
ambitious monarch , who had been accudomed to 
independent command The people of Cuzco^ 
and the adjacent country, acknowledged Manco 
Capac , a brother of Huafcar , as Inca **. But 
neither poffeffed the authority which belonged to a 
fovereign of Peru. The violent convulfions int6 

*• Vega, p.jiK lib. i. c. )7- Xereg, i. 2j 5. Hen-era, 
ffcc.' 5. lib. iiL c. <• 

* Vega, p. II. lib. ii. c. 7. 
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vrhich the empire had been thfdwn, firft by tfic BOOK 
civil war betSveen the two brothers , and then bjr vi. 
the invafipA. of the Spaniards, had not only de- *<33. 
ranged the order of the Peruvian governnaent , but 
almoft diftblved' its frame. When they beheld 
their monarch a captive in the power of ftrangers, 
tod at laft fuffering an ignominious death , the 
people in feveral provinces , as if they had been 
fet free from every reftraint of law and decency, 
broke out into the moft licentious exceffes **. Sa 
many defc^ndants of the Sun , after being treated 
with the utrooft indignity, had been cut off by 
Atahualpa , that not only their influence in the ftate 
diminiflied with their number, b^t the accuftomed 
reverence for that facred race fenfiW^ decreafed. 
In confequence of this ftate of things , ambitious 
men in different parts of the empire afpired to in- 
dependent authority, and ufurpeda jurifdidlion to 
which they had no title. The general who com- 
liianded for Atahualpa in Quito , feized the brother 
and children of his matter , put them to a cruel 
death , and difclaiming any connexion with eithef 
Itica , endeavoured to eftabliih a feparate kingdom 
forhimfelf^'. 

The Spaniards , with pleafure, beheld the fpirit Pizatton^- 
of difcord diffufing itfelf , and the vigor of go- 
vernment relaxing among the Peruvians. They 
confidered thofe diforders as fymptbms of a ftate 
haftening towards its diffolution* Pizarro no longer 

** Herrera, dqc. 5. lib. ii. c. i'2. lib. iii. c. f. 

^* Zarate, lib. ii. c. 8. Vega, jp. 11. lib, ii. c, J, 4. 
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BOOK hefiUtcd to advance towards Cuzca, aod he lui4. 
VI. i^ceived fuch confiderable reinforceiDcats , that he, 
isaj. could venture , vrith little danger , to penetrate fo. 
for into the interior part of the country. The. 
account of the wealth acquired at Caxainalca; 
operated as he had forefeen. No fooner did fai^ 
brother Ferdinand , with the officers and folditrs. 
to whom he had given their difcharge after the 
partition of the Inca^s ranfom , arrive at Panama , 
and difplay their riches in the view of their 
aftonilbed countrymen, thaiv fame fpread the ac- 
count with fuch exaggeration through ail the 
Spani(b fettlements on the South -Sea, that the^ 
governors of Guatimala, Paoa^na, and Nicaragua* 
could hardly reftrain the people under their jurif-. 
^ didion , from ajbandoning theif poflfel&ons , and 
crowding to that inexhauftible fource of wealth^ 
which feemed to be opened in Peru *\ In fpite of 
every check and regulation , fuch numbers reforted 
thither , that Pixarro began his march at the head 
of five hundred men , after leaving a confiderable 
garrifon in St Michael , under the command of 
Ben alcazar. The Peruvians had aflembled fome 
large bodies of troops to opppfe his progrefs. 
Several fierce encounters happened. But they 
terminated like all the adions in America; a fe>r 
Spaniards were killed or wounded ; the natives 
were put to flight with incredible flaughter. At 
length Pizarro forced his way to Cuzco , and took 

*• Gomara, Hift. ^. 135. Vega, p. 11. lib.ii. c. r. Her- 
icra, dec. .5. lib. ill. c. s* J 

quiet f 
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quiet ppffeffion of that capital. The riches found 3 o K 
there, even after all that the natives had carried off vu " 
and concealed, either frdm a fuperftitious venera- .i^J^* 
tion for the ornanrents of their temples , or out of 
hatred to their rapacious cortquerors, exceeded in 
value vrhat had been received as Atahualpa*s ran- 
fom. But as the Spaniards were now accuftonied 
to the Wealth of the country ^ and it came to be 
Jjarcelled out among a greater number of adven- 
turers, this dividend did not excite the fame fur- 
prife either from novelty , or the largenefs of the , 

fum that fell to the (hare of each individual *'. 

During the march to Cuzco , that fon of 
Atahualpa whom iPizarro treated as Inca ^ died ; 
and as ^e Spaniards fubftltuted no perfon in his 
place the title of Manco Capac fecms to have been 
toniverfally recognifed *\ 

While his feUow-foldiers were thus employed, ftuitocoiN 
Benalcazar , governor of St. Michael , an able and • ^^^^^ll^^l^^^ 
cnterprifing officer , was afhamed of remaining in»- 
adlivc ^ and impatient to have his name diftin- 
jguifhed among the difcoverers and conquerors of 
the New World. The feafonable arrival of a frefh 
body of recruits from Panama and Nicaragua , pu^ 
it in his power to gratify thLs paffion. Leaving a 
fufficient force to protedk the infant fettlement in- 
trulled to his care, he placed himfelf at the head 
of the reft « and fet out to attempt the redudlion of 
Quito , where , according to the report of the 
natives , Atahualpa had left the greateft part qf 
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See NOTE IX. ** Hcrma, d^c. 5. lib. r. c. j|,. 
VpL. III. B 



-Digitized 



by Google 



56 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

B o K |iis trearure. Notwithftanding the diftance of 
vr. that city from St. Michael , the difficulty ofmarch- 
t533- ing through a mountainous country covered with 
•woods , and the frequent and fierce attacks 6f the 
beft troops in^ Peru , commanded by a fkilful 
leader, the valor, good condudl, and perfeverance 
of Berialcazar furmounted evei-y obflacle , and ht 
'entered Quito with his vidorious troops. Biit 
they met with a cruel mortification there. The 
natives, now acquainted , to their forrow, with the 
predominant paffion oi their invaders, and know- 
ing how to difappoint it ^ had carried off all thofc 
treafures, the profpedl of which had prompted them 
to undertake this arduous, expedition, and had 
fupported them under all the dangers and hard- 
(hips wherewith they had to ftruggle in carrying 
it on ^\ . - 

Aivarado^s Benalcazat was not the only Spanifli leader 
expedition, ^j^^ attacked the kingdom of Quito, The (zrttp 
of Its riches attracted a more powerful enemy. 
Pedro de Alvarado , who had diftinguifhed hini* 
felf fo eminently iri^ the conqueft of Mexico , hav« 
ing obtained the government of Guatimala as 'a 
Tecompence for his valor, foon became difgufted 
with a life of uniform tranquillity , and longed to 
be again engaged in the buftle of military fcrvice. 
The glory ahd wealth acquired by the conquerors 
of Peru heightened tbis paffion, ^nd gave it a de- 
termined diredion. Believing , of pretending to 

*' Zarate, lib. ii. c, .9. Vega, p. 11. lib. ii.c.9. Her- 
/r^ra, dec. 5* lib. iv.tr. rij 12. lib, v. c. 2, J. Kb* vi. c. }• 
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believe , that the kingdom of Quito did not lie b o o v 

wthin the limits of the province allotted to Pi- \L 

Earro, he refolved to invade it. The high rcputa- ''3i* 

tion of the commander allured volunteers from 

every quarter. He embarked with five hundred 

men, of whom above two hundred were of fuch 

diftindion as to ferve on horfeback. He landed at 

Puerto Viejo , and without fufficient knQ\yledgc of 

the country , or proper guides to condud l}im, 

attempted to march difedly to Quito , by ^ijow- 

ing the courfe of the river Guayquil, and croflQng 

the ridge of the Andes towards its head; But in 

this route , one of the mod impradicaWe in all' 

America , his troops endured foch fatigue injfqrcjng 

their way through forefts and marftes ,on^ tjie 

low grouujds , and fuffered fo much from es^el^ye 

cold when they began to afcend the mountains '^ 

that before they reached the plain of Quitp , a fifth 

part of the men and half of their horfes died , and 

the reft were^fo much difpirited and worn out, as 

to be alau^ft upfit for fervice **. There they met 

Vfith a i)ody 9 not of Indians but of Spaniards , 

drawn up in hoftile array againft them. Pizarro 

liaving received an account of Alvarado's arma* 

went , had detached Almagro with fome troops to 

Ipppofe this formidable invader of his jurifdidion ; 

fMi4 thefc were joined by. Benalcazar and his vidb- 

Tious party. Alvarado , though, furprifed at the 

fightof enemies whom he did notexped, advanced 

boldly to the charge. But, by tho. tnterpofition of 



^' Sec NOTE X. 
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BOOR feme moderate men in each party , In amlcslt)]^ 

VI. accommodation took place , and the fatal period'^ 

iMi» when Spaniards fufpended their conquests to em* 

brue their hands in the blood of their countrymen , 

\vas poftponed a few years. Alvarado engaged to 

return to his government, upon Almagfo's paying 

him a hundred thoufand pefos to defray the expenffi 

of his a:rmament. Moft of his followers remained 

in the country ; and an expedition , %vhich threat* 

ened Pizarro and his colony with ruin ; contributed 

to augment its ftrength *'. 

t^3*. By this time Ferdinand Pizarrd had landed id 

fonftrndoii Sp^^^- The immenfe quantities of gold and filvct 

piatrro and which he imported ** , filled the kingdom with no 

Ainugro. j^j-^ aftonifliment than they had excited in Paiianda 

and' tht adjacent provinces. Pizarro was received 

by the emperor with the attention due to the 

bearer of a prefent fo rich, as to exceed any idea 

which the Spaniards had formed concerning tht* 

value of their acquifitions in America, even after 

they had been ten years mailers of Mexico. In 

recompence of his brother's fervices , his authori^ 

was confirmed with new powers and privileges, 

and the addition Of feVenty leagues , extending 

along the coaft , to the fouth ward of the territory 

'granted in his former patent. Almagro received 

the honors which he had fo long defired. The 

title of Adelantado, or governor^ was conferred 

*^ Zarate, lib- iu c. lo— i j. Vega, p t i. lib. ji. c. i, 2. 
9, &c. Gomara, Hift. c. 126, &c. Remefal, Hift GUatimal.. 
lib. ill. c. 6. Flerrera, dec. 5. lib. vi. c. i, 2. 7, 8* 

*• See NOTE XL 



Digitized 



byGoogle 



HISTORY OF AMERICA, 53 

upon bim , with jurifdidioB over two hundred book 
leagues of country , ftretcbing beyond the fouthern vr, 
limits of the province allotted to Pizarro. Fcrdi- «s3v 
nand himfelf did not go unrewarded. He was ad- 
mitted into the military order of St. Jago, a difc 
tind^Lon always* acceptable to a Spanifb gentleman , 
and foon fet out on his return to Peru, accompa- 
pied by many perfons of higher rank than bad yet 
fe^vcd in that country ^\ 

Some account of his negociations reached Peru Bfr"n»B8of 
before be arrived there himfelf. Almagro nq biTwcerw. 
fooner learned that he had obtained the royal grant zarroand 
of an indepeadeot government , than , pretending ^>«*8'** 
that Cuzco , the imperial reftdence of the Incas , 
lay within its boundaries , he attempted ta render 
bimfelf maf^r of that important ftation. Juaa 
and Gonzalez Pizarro prepared to oppofe him^ 
£ach of the contending parties was fupported by 
powerful a^dhercnts , and the dilpute was on the 
point of being terminated by the fvvord , whea 
Francis Pizarro arrived in the capital The recoa-* 
ciliation between him and.Aloiagro had never beeq. 
cordial. The treachery of Pizarro in engroffinj 
to bimCeU all (he hpnors and emoluments, which ^ 

ought to have been divided with his aflbciate > wa$ 
always prefcnt in both their thoughts. The forunep , 
confcious of his own perfidy , did not exped for- 
givenefs } the latter , feeling that he had been de« 
i^eived, was impatient to be avenged; and thougjlt 

/ 

*• Zatat<j, lib. iii. c. J^Vcga; p, ii..lib.u.c. l9.JHer- 
rem,, dec. 5. lU^. vL q. i^ ^^^ 
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BOOK avarice and ambition had induced them not only 
. VI. to diffemble their fentiments , but even to adl in 
1^34. concert while in purfuit of wealth and power, no 
fooner did they obtain poffeffion of thefe , than the 
lame paffions which had formed this temporary 
union , gave rife to jealoufy and difcord. To each 
of them was attached a fmall band of interefted 
dependants, who , with the malicious art peculiar 
to fuch men, heightened their fufpicions, and mag* 
bified every appearance of offence. But with all 
. thofe feeds of enmity in their minds , and thus 
alHiduoufly cherifhed , each was fo thoroughly ac» 
quainted with tlfe abilities and courage of his rival , 
that they equally dreaded the confequences of aa 
open rupture. .The fortunate arrival of Pizarro at 
Cuzco , and the addrefs mingled with firqiinefs 
which he ipanifefted^ in his expoftulationS with 
Almagro and his partifans , averted that evil for 
the prefent. A new reconciliation took place ; the 
chief article of which was , that Almagro (hould 
attempt the conqueft of Chili ; and if he did not 
find in that province an eftablifhinent adequate to 
his merit and expeditions , Pizarro , by way of in- 
demnification , fhould yield up to him a part of 
luoeis. 'Peru. This new agreement , though confirmed with 
the fame facred folemnitics as their firft contraft, 
vras obferved with as little fidelity **. 
Keiniiations " Soon after he concluded this important trant 
ofPiiacro. ^^on , Pi^arro marched back td the countries oti 

** Zaratc, Kb. ii. c. t ;. Vega, p.^ 1 1, lib. ii. c, 19. Benzo, 
lib. iii. c. 6. ilexrera, dec. f . lib. w. c. 8. 
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the fea^oaft , and as lie now enjoyed an interval of b o o i{. 
tranquillity , undifturbed by any enemy , eidier vi, 
Spanifli or Indian , he applied bimfelf with that i534^v 
pcrfevering ardor , which diilinguifhes his cha- 
rader, to introduce a form of regular governmenr 
into the extenfive provinces fubjedl to his autho- 
rity. Though ill qualified by his education to 
enter into any difquifition concerning the principles 
of civil policy , and little accuftomed by his former 
habits of life to attend to its arrangements , his 
natural fagacity fupplied.thc want both of fcience 
and experience. He diftributed the country into 
various diftrids ; he appointed proper magiftrates 
to prefidc in each ; and eftablilhed regulations con* 
cerningthc adminiftration of juftice, the coUedion 
of the royal revenue , the working of the mines, 
and the treatment of the Indians , extremely fimple, 
but well calculated to promote the public profpe. 
rity. But though , for the prefcnt , he adapted his 
plarf to the infant (late of his colony , his afpiring 
mind. Ipokjid forward to its future grandeur. He Fovnaation 
confidered himfelf as laying the foundation of a of^*™«- * 
great empire , and deliberated long, and with much 
folicitude , in what place he ibould fix the feat of 
government. Cu^tco , the imperial city of the 
Incas , was fituated in a corner of the empire , above 
four hundred miles from the fea, and much farther 
from Quito , a province of whofe value he had 
formed a high idea. No other fettlement of the 
Peruvians was fo confiderable as to merit the name 
of a town , or to allure the Spaniards to fix their 
refidence in it. But , in marching throligh the 

E4 
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BOOK country, Pizarro bad been ftrirck witb tbef beauty 
VI. and fertility of the valley of Rimac , one of the 
1534. TOoft extenfivc and bed cultivated in Peru. There, 
on the banks of a fmall river , of the fame name 
with the vale which it waters and enriches, at the 
diftance of fix nniles from Callao , the moft com-' 
modious harbour in the Pacific Ocean , he founded 
a city which he deftined to be the capital of his 
government. He gave it the name of Ciudad d^ 
'^3^. Jos Reyes , either from the circumftance of having 
* laid the firft (lone , at that feafon when th^ church 
celebrates the feftivalof the Three Kings, or, as 
is more probable, in honor of Juana and Charles, 
thefovereigns of Caftile. This name it ftill retains 
among the Spaniards , in all legal and formal 
deeds } bufit is better known to iForeigners by that 
of L//wa , a corruption of the ancient appellation of 
the valley in which it is fitiiated. Under his in- 
fpedion , the buildings advanced with fueh rapi- 
dity , that it foon affumed the form of a city , which , 
by a magnificent palace that he ereded for himfelf ; 
and by the ftately houfes built by feveral'of his 
officers , gave , even in its infancy , fome indication 
of its fubfequent grandeur ". 

In confequence of what had been agreed with 

Aima^o in- pi^arro , Almagro began his march towards Chili; 

' and as he poCTefled in an eminent degree the virtues 

moft admired by foldiers, boundlefs liberality and 

fearlel^ courage , his ftandard Was followed by five 

' ' Herrera, dec. ?. lib^ vu c. 1 2. lib. vii. c. 1 1 . Calancho, 
Chronica, liU i« c. 37. Barnue¥0| I^tna fundada, ii. 294% 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORY OF AMERICA, 57 

hundred and feventy men, the greateR body df b o 9 ic 
turopeans that had hitherto been ^ffcmblcd ia vi, 
Peru. From impatience to finifb the expedition » '^at, 
or from that contempt of hardfhip and danger 
acquired by all the Spaniards who bad ferved 
long in America, Almagro, inftead of advancing 
. along the level country on the coaft , chofe to 
march acrofs the. mountains by a route that was 
fhorter indeed , but almoft irapracSicaWe. In this 
attempt his troops were expofed to every calamity 
which men can fufiFer , from fatigue , from famine, 
and from the rigor of the climate in thofe elevated 
regions of the torrid zone , wh^re the degree oC 
cold is hardly inferior to what is felt within tho 
polar circle. Many of them peri (bed ; and tbp 
furvivors , when they defcendcd hi to the fertile 
plains of Chili , had new difficulties to encounter* 
7 hey found there a race of men very different from 
the people of Peru , intrepid , hardy, independent, 
and in their bodily conftitution , as well as vigoi 
of fpirit, nearly refembling the warlike tribes in 
North- Apaerica, Though filled witlv wonder a( 
the firfi appearance of the Spaniards , and ftill 
more aftoniflied at the operations of their cavalry 
and the effeds of their fire-arms , the Chilefe foon 
recovered fo far from their furprife, as not only to 
defend thcmfelves with obftinacy , but to attack 
their new enemies with more determined fiercenefs 
than any American nation had hitherto difcovered. 
The Spaniards , however, continued to penetrate 
into the country, and collected fome confiderable 
quantities of gold ; but were fo far from^ ibinkins 
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£* o K of making any fettlement amidfl; fucb formidable 
vu neighbours^, tb^t , in fpite of all the experience and 
«s3i- valor of thdr leader, the final iffue of the expedi- 
tion ftill remained extremely dubious , when they 
were recalled from it by an unexpected revolution 
in Peru **• The caufes of this important event I 
fliall endeavour to^ trace to their fource. 
ABMifof- So many adventurers had flocked to Pefu 

reaionof ffQxa everv Spanifli colony in America, and all 
tUos. With luch high expeaatjons or accumulating mdc* 
pendent fortunes at once , that , to men po(fe(red 
with notions fo extravagant , any mention of ac^ 
quiring wealth gradually , and by fchemes of 
patient induftry , would have been not only a 
disappointment , but an infult* In order to find 
occupation for men who could not wtth fafety 
be albwed to remain inadlive , Pizarro encouraged 
fome of the moft diftinguiflhed officers who had 
lately joined him , to invade different provinces of 
the empire , which the Spaniards had not hitherto 
vifited. Several large bodies were formed for this 
purpofe ; and about the time that Almagro fet out 
for Chili , they marched into i^mote diftrids of 
lt$fift, the country. No fooner did Manco Capac , the 
Inca , obferve the inconfiderate fecurity of the Spa. 
niards in thus difperfing their troops , and that only 
a handful of foldiers remained in Cuzcb , under 
Juan and Gonzalez Pizarro , than he thought that 

** Zarate, lib. iii, c. i. Gomara, Hift. c, i;i, Vega, p, 2. 
Jib, ii. c. 2o. Ovalle, Hift. de Chili, lib. iv. c. 15, &c. 
Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vi» c. 9^ lib, x, q, i, &c. 
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the happy period was at length come for vindicat- BOOK 
ing his own rights , for avenging the wrongs of his vi. 
country, and extirpating its oppreffors. Though »535* 
ftridly watched by the Spaniards , who allowed 
him to refide in the palace of his anceftors at 
Cuzco , he foiind means of communicating his 
fcheme to the perfons who were to be intruded 
with the execution of it. Among people ac* 
cuftomed to revere their fovereign as a divinity, 
every^ hint of his will carries the authority of a 
command ; and they themfelves were now con- 
vinced , by the daily increafe in the number of 
their invaders , that the fond hopes which they 
had long entertained of their voluntary departure 
were altogether vain. All perceived that a vi- 
gorous effort pf the whole nation was requifite tt> 
expel them , and the preparations for it were car- 
ried on with the fecrecy aind filence peculiar to 
Americans. • 

After fome unfucqefsful attempts of the Inca andprogrefs. 
to make his efcape , Ferdinand Pizarro happening 
to arrive at that time in Cuzco , he obtained per- s*53«- 
miflion from him to attend a great feftival which 
Was to be celebrated a few leagues from the capi^ 
taL Under pretext of that folemnity , the great 
men of the empire were affembled. As foon as 
the Inca joined them , the ftandard of war was 
eredled; and in a fhort time all the fighting men, 
from the confines of Quito to the frontier of Chili, 
were in arms. Many Spaniards , living fecurcly 
on the fcttlcments allotted them , were maffacred. 
Several detachments , as they marched carelefsly 
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B O ^ K through a country >vhich feemed to be tamely Tub* 

yi» Kniflive to^heir dominion, were cut ofiF to a man. 

*^^^- An array amounting ( if we may believe the Spa- 

ni(h writers] to two hundred thoufand men , a^* 

tacked Cuzco, which the three brothers, endea-. 

voured to defend with only one hundred and 

feventy Spaniards. Another formidable body in- 

vefted Lima , and kept the governor clofeiy ihut 

up. There was no longer any communication be* 

.twcep the two cities ; the numerous forces of the 

Peruvians fpreading over the country, intercepted 

every meflenger ; and as the parties in Cuzco and 

Lima were equally unacquainted with the fate of 

their countrymen , each boded the wor(l concerning 

the other, and imagined that they themfelves were 

the only perfons who had furvived the general 

cxtindtion of the Spanifb name in Peru *\ 

riertoT It was at Cuzco, where the Inca commanded 

(uzco. jjj perfqn , that the Peruvians made their chief 

effort. During nine months they carried oa the 

fiege with inceffant ardor, and in various forms; 

ana though they difplayed not the fame undaunted 

.ferocity as the Mexican warriors, they coododed 

Ibme of their operations in a manner which difco- 

vered greater fagacky, and a genius more (ufcep- 

,tible of improvement in the military art They 

inoc only obferved the advantages which the Spa- 

.Biards derived from their diCcipline and their 

. *' Vega, p^ II. lib. ii. c. zSr Zaratc, lib. iii^ c. j. Cieca 

de Leon, c. 83. GoinaraiHift. c, ij^. Herrera, dec, %. 
JSAk viii, c, 5, 
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Weapons , but they endeavoured to imitate the fof« B o ^ ic 
iner, and tUi^i the latter againft theim They armed a tt. 
confiderable body of their bfaV^ft Warriors with ^^^^ 
the fword^ , the fpears , and bucklers , which they 
had taken fr5m the Spaniih foldiers Ivhdm they 
had cut off in different parts of the country. Thefc 
they endeavoured to marfiial in that reguUr cdra^ 
padl order , to which experience had taught thend. 
that the Spaniards wete indebted for their irre-* ' ■ 
fiftible force in adion. Some appeared in the field 
Ivith Spanilh mu(kets^ and had acquired (kill and 
refolution enough to life them. A TeW of thfe 
boldeft , amdng whom was the Inca himfelf , \^ert 
mounted on the hotfes which they had taken , and 
advanced briflcly to the charge like Spanilh cava^ 
liers^ with their lances in the reft. It was more by 
their nurobbrs, however, than by thdfe imperfeA 
effays to imitate European ai:ts and to employ Eu^ 
ropean arms, that the PeiuVians annoyfcd the Spa- 
niards **. In fpite 6f the val6r , heightened by 
defpair, with which the three bf others defended 
Cuzco , Manco Capat recovered poffeffion of ont 
half of his capital ; and in their various efforts to 
drive him out of it ^ the Spaniards loft Juan Pitaf- 
to, the beft beloved of all the brothers , together 
with fome other perfons of note. Worn out with 
the fatigue of inceffant duty, diftreffed with wartt 
of provifions , and dcfpairing of being able any 
longer to rcfift an enemy wliofe numbers daily in- 
creafed , the. foldiers became impatient to abandoa 

'* ^cc NOTE XV, y 
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i o ^ K Cuzco, in hopes either of joining their eountry* 

Yii men , if any pf them yet furvived , or of forcing 

9-^1^" their way to the fea , and finding fome means q£ 

^fcaping from a country which had been fo fatal to 

the Spanilh name ". While they were brooding 

4pv^r thofe defponding thoughts > which their officers 

labored in vain to difpel , Almagro appeared fud- 

deniy-in the neighbourhood of Cuzco. 

Arrival oF The accounts tranfmitted to Almagro conccm- 

iimagro, ing the general infurredion of the Peruvians, were 

cfbiscon. fuch; as; would have induced hiip^ without hefita- 

dttft* *tion 5 to relinquifh the conqueft of ChiK , and 

baAen to the aid of his countrymen. But in this 

yefolution be;, Was cpnfirmed by a motive lels gene- 

lous, but mfOre inteifefting. 2^y the fame meflen^ 

g^r who brought him intelligence of the Inca's 

revolt^; he reqeived tl|? royal patent creating him 

governor of Chili, and defining the limits of his 

jurifdidion. Upon confidering the tenor of it, he 

deemed it manifeft beyond contradidion , that 

,Cuzco^ lay within the boundaries of his govern*- 

Cttent, apd he was equally folicitous to prevent the 

.Peruvians from recovering poffeffiori of their capi. 

.tal, and to wreft it outcjf the hands of the Pizarros. 

From impjitience to accomplifli botji, jtie ventured 

to return by a, new route ; and in marchiiig through 

.the faitdy ^plains on the coaft, hc^fuflfered, from 

hcAt^at^d drought, calamities of a new fpecies, 

Imrdly^ipierior to thofe in. which Im had been in* 

volved, by cold and famine on the fummits of the 

Andes* 

^^•Herrera, dec. $. lib. viii. c. 4. 
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His arrival at Cuzco was in a critical moment; 
The Spaniards and Peruvians fixed their eyes upoa 
him with equal folicitude. The former, as he 
did not ftudy to conceal his pretenfions , were at 
alofs whether to welcome him as a deliverer, ot 
to take precautions againft him as an enemy. The 
latter^ knowing the points in conteft between hfm 
and his countrymen , flattered themfelves that they 
had more to hope than to dread from his opera- 
tions4 Almagro himfelf , unacquainted with the 
detail of the events which had happened in his 
abfencc, andfolicitdus/to learn the precife pofture 
of affairs, advanced towards the capital flowly^ 
and with great circumfpedlion. Various negocia^ 
tions with both parties were fct on foot. The 
Inca conduded them on his part with much ad- 
drefs. At firft he endeavoured to gain the friend- 
ihip of Almagro; and after many fruitlefs oveiS* 
turesi defpairing of any'^cordial union with a Spa- 
niard , he attacked him bjr furprife twiib a «umc* 
rousbodyofchofen troops. But the Spanifh difcl- 
pline and vafer maintiiined their wonted fuperiori- 
ty. The Peruvians >were repulfed with filch flaugh- 
tcr, thata. great part of their army: diljacrfed* and 
Almagro proceeded to the gates of Cuzco witb* 
out interruption. . . , 

The Pizarros, as they had no longer to make 
head againfl: the Peruvians, direded all their ai^^ 
tention towards their new enemy ,aad took meft- 
fures to obftrud his entry into •the capital. Pru- 
dence, however, reftrained both parties -for fome 
time from turning tlieir arms againft. oqjS .aaothct. 
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BOOR while furroundcd by common enemies , who would 
yi, rejoice in the mutual flaughter. DiflFerent fchemes 
IW7. 0f accommodation were pfopofed* Each endea* 
vourcd to deceive the other, or to corrupt his 
followers. The generous ^ open , affable temper of 
Almagro gained many adherents of the Pizarros^ 
who were difgufted with their harfti domineering 
manners. Entouraged by this defedion , he ad- 
vanced towards the city by nighty furprifed the 
tentitiels , or was admitted by them , and inverting 
the houfe where the two brothers refided , cotnpel* 
led them , after an obftinate defence , to furrender 
at difctetion, Almagro's claim of jurifdiiftion over 
Cuzco was univerfally acknowledged, and a form 
of adminidration edablifhed in his tian^e "« . 
civil Win Two or three perfons only were killed in thi* 
rrrtlfAU ""^^ft ait or civil hoftility ; /but it was foon followed 
iMsro^ -hy fccnes more bloody. / Francis Pizarfo liaving 
difperfed the Peruvians who had inverted Limav 
and received fome coqfider^ble ieinforcememtsifrom 
Hifpaniola and Nicaragua, ordered fivje hutidred 
men, under the command of Alonfo deAlvarado^ 
-to march' to Cuzco, in hopes- of relieving his bra. 
thers, if tbey and their garri ton*: were noe ak^ady 
cutoff by the Peruvians. This body ,^ which, at 
that period of theSpanifli power in America, murt 
ht deemed a confiderable force , advanced near' to 
the capital before they knew that they had any- 
enemy more formidable than Indians to encounter^ 

" Zarate, lib. iii. q. 4. Vega, p. ft. lib. lu c. 59. jr. 
Gomstta^Hift. c. i;4. Herrer% dec. 6. lib. ii. c. i-<--^. 
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tt Vras with aftoniffament that they beheld their? bo oji 
i:ountrymen pbftedon the banks of the river Aban- vi. 
cay ito oppofe their progrefs. 'Almagro, however, i?Jr« 
wiflied rather to gain than to cbnquer them, and 
by bribes and prodiifes endeavoured to feduce their, x 

leaden The fidelity of AlvaraCdo remained iu> 
fliaken; but his talents for war were not equal to. 
hjs. virtue. Almagro amufed him with various 
jnjovcmentsj of which he did n6t comprehend the 
nieaning, while a large detachment of chofen Juiytai 
f9ldier5 paffed th^ river by night, fell upon his 
Ciamp by furprife, broke his troops before they hajl 
time to form, and took him prifoner, together 
with his principal officers ". ' 

. By the fudden rout of this body, the cpnteft bindo«indt 
between the two rivals muft have .been decided ^ Idvanug^till, 
if Alrtiagro bad known as well how to improve as 
feowto gain a vidlory. Rodrigo Orgpgnetj an 
qfficer of gf^at abilities ^ who having ferved under 
tlie conftable Bourbon, when he led the Imperial 
army to Rome, had been accuftomed to bold and 
^ecifive meafures, advifed him inftantly to iffue 
orders for putting to death Ferdinand and Goa- 
zalo PizarroSi AJvarado^ and a few other perfons 
whom he could not hope to gain, and to march 
diredly with his vidorious troops to Linia/ be- 
fore the governor had time to prepare for his de- 
fence* But Almagro, though he difcerncd at once the 
utility of the counfel, and though he had courage 

*' Zarate, lib. iii. c. 6*Gom. Hift. c. ij8. Vega, p. if, 
lib. li, c. 3^, )4. Herrera, dec* 6. lib« ia. c. 9^ 
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BOOR to bave carried it into execution, fuffered \nm* 
VI. felf to be influenced by fentiments unlike cbofe of a 
iiin Ibldier of fortune grown old in fervice ^ and by 
fcruples which fuited not the chief of a party who 
had drawn his fword in civil war. Feelings of hu« 
Inanity retrained bins from Ihedding the blood of 
his opponents; and the dread of being deemed a 
rebel, deterred him from entering a province 
which the king had allotted to another. Though 
he kn^wthat arms mud terminate the difpute b<?« 
tween him and Pizarro, and refolved not to Ihufi 
that mode of decifion, yet, with a timid dcHcacy 
prepofterous at fuch a jundure , he was fo folicitous 
that his rival fbould be coniidered as the aggreflbr^ 
that he marched quietly back to CuzcOf to wait 
. his ^ipproach '*. 

Biftrtftof Pizarro was ftill unslcquainted with all the iit* 

jPizatra. lerefting events which had happened near Cuzco. 
Accounts of Almagro's return, of the lofs of the 
Capital , of the death of one brother, of the impri- 
Ibnment of the other two , and of the defeat of 
Alvarado^ were brought to him at once. Such z 
-tide of misfortunes almoft overwhelmed a fpirk 
Vhich had continued firm and eredl under tb^ 
^deft fhocks of adver(ity. But the neceflity df 
attending to his own iafety, as well as the dtCitt 
'bf revenge, preferved him fro,m finking under it. 
fle took meafures for both with his wonted faga- 

Slfttthl ^ty4 As he^bad the command of the fea-coaft, 
and expefied confiderable fupplies both of mea^ 
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and military Ctotes^ it wias no lefs his ihtereft to b a o K 
gain time^ and to avoid adlion, than it was that of VU 
Almagro to precipitate operations ^ and bring the *'^^» 
cont^ft to a fpccdy iflue. He had recourfe to art»^ 
vrhich he had formerly pfadifed with fuccefs, and 
AJmagro was again weak enough to fuffer himfctf 
to be amufed with a profjpedl of terminating theit 
differences by fome amicable accommodation. By 
varying his overtures » and Ihifting his ground ai 
often as it fuited hh purpofe, fometimes feeming 
to yield every thing which his rival could defire^ 
and then retracing all that he had granted , Pizarro 
dexteroufly protraded the negociation to fuch a 
length, t;hat though every day was precious to 
Almagro, feveral months elapfed without coming 
to any final agreement* While the attention of 
Almagro, and of the ofHcers with whom he con# 
iulted , was occupied id deteOing and eluding the 
fraudulent intei^tions of the governor ^ Qonatalo 
Pizarro and Alvarado found means to corrupt the 
foldiers to whofc cuftody they were committed ^ 
and not only made their efcape themfelves , but 
perfuaded fixty of the men who formerly guarded \ 
them. to accompany their flight'^. Fortune having 
thus delivered one of his brothers, the governor 
fcrupled not at one adl of perfidy more to procure 
the releafe of the other. He propofed , that every 
point in controverfy between Almagro and himfelf 
Ihould be fubmitted to the decifion of their fovc- 
reign ; that until his award was known , each 

^^ Zarate^ lib. ili* d 8. Hed:era^ dec. 6. lib«il a. 14* 
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BOOK fliould retain undifturbed poffeflion of whatevef 
VI. part of the country he now occupied ; that Ferdi- 
M37. Hand Pizarro ihould be fetat liberty, and return 
inftantly to Spain , together with the officers , whom 
Almagro purpofed to fend thither to reprefent the 
juftice of his claims. Obvious as the defign of 
Fizarro was in thofe propofitions, and familiar as 
his artifices might now have been to his opponent, 
Almagro , with a credulity approaching to infatua* 
tion, relied on his fmcerity, and concluded aa 
agreement on thefe terms **. 

5i$ptepa. * The moment that Ferdinand Pizarro recovered 
his liberty, the governor, no longer fettered in his 
operations by anxiety about his brother's life, 
threw off every difguife which his concern for it 
had obliged him to affume. The treaty was for- 
gotten; pacific and conciliating meafures were no 
more mentioned ; it was in the field , he openly 
declared, and not in the cabinet; by arms, and 
not by negociation ; * that it muft now be deter- 
mined who fhould be mafter of Peru. The rapi- 
dity of his preparations fuited fuch a decifivc refo-' 
lution. Seven hundred men were foon ready to 
ili38. march towards Cuzco. The command of thefe 
■was given to his two brothers, in whoipihe could 
perfcdly confide for the execution of his molt 
violent fchemes ,/ as they were urged on , not only 
by the enmity flowing from the rivalfhip betweenr 
their family and Almagro, but animated with the 

'* Herrcra, dec. 6. lib. iii. c. 9. Zarate, lib. iii. c. 9. 
IpoQura, Ui&. c. X4€« Vega^ p. 11. lib. ii. c. )$• 
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dcfire of vengeance , excited by rccolledlion of b o o i. 
,their own recent difgrace and fufferings. After an vi. 
urtfuccefsful attempt to crofs the rfiountains in the ^^*** 
diredl road between Lima^ and Gu^co, they 
marched towards the fouth along the coaft as far 
as Nafca, and then turning to the left, penetrated 
through the defiles in that branch of the Andes 
which lay between them and the capital. Almagro^ 
inftead of hearkening to fome of his officers, 
who advifed him ^o attempt the defence of thofe 
difficult paffes , waited the approach of the enemy 
in the plain*of Cuzco. Two reafons fcem to have 
induced him to take this refolution. His followers 
amounted hardly to five hundred j and he was 
afraid of weakening fuch a feeble body , by fend- 
ing any detachment towards the mountains. His' 
cavalry far exceeded that of the adverfe party, 
both in number and difcipline, and it was only 
in an open C9untry diat he could avail himfelf of 
that advantage. , . . 

The Pizarros advanced without any obftrudion , His amy 
but what arofe from the nature of the defert and "*«''<^»»e««* 
horrid regions through which they marched., As 
foon as they reached the plain , both fadions were 
equally impatient to bring this long-protradled con* 
teft fo an ifTue. Though countrymen and friends, "^ 
the fubjedls of the fame fovereign , and each with 
the royal ftandard difplayed ; and though they be- 
held the mountains that furrounded the plain i|i 
which they were drawn up, covered with a vafV 
multitude of Indians , affembled to enjoy the fpec- 
tacle of their mutual carnage j^ and prepared to 

' ■ ■ ■ -'Fa 
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BOOK attack whatever party remained mafter of the field; 
VI. ib fell and implacably was the rancor which had 
^s» taken poJDTeflion- of every bread, that not one pa- 
cific counfd, not a fingle overture towards accom* 
modation proceeded from either fide. Unfortu* 
Dately for Almagro, he was fe worn out with th© 
fatigued of fervice,, to which his advanced age was 
unequal, that, at this crifis of his fate, he could 
not exert his wonted acSiVity ; and he was obliged 
to commit the leading of his troops to Orgognei 
who , though an officer of great merit , did not 
JpofTefs the fame afcendant either over the fpirit or 
affedlions of the foldiers , as the chief whom the/ 
bad long been accuftomed to follow and revere. 
Avrii&«. The confliA was fierce, and maintaitaed by each 
t^ZlV^l party with equal courage. On the fide of Alma- 
gro, were more veteran foldiers, and a larger pro- 
portion of cavalry $ but thefe were counterbalanced 
by Pizarro s fuperiority in nipmbers , and by two 
compaiiies of wellnlifciplined mufqueteers, which, 
cm receiving an account of the infurredion of the 
Indians, the emperor had fent from Spain *\ As 
the ufe of fire-arms was not frequent among the 
adventurers in America ** , haftily equipped foir 
fervice, at their own expenfe, this fmall band of 
foldiers, regularly trained and armed, was a no- 
velty in Peru , and decided the fate of the day. 
Wherever it advanced , the weight 6f a heavy and 
Vell-fuftained fire bore down horfesldd foot before 
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it; ancfOrgognez, "wbile ht endeavoured to rally BOOK 
and animate bis troops , having received a dangerous vi. 
vound, the rout became general. The barbarity «^38» 
of the conquerors ftained the glory which they ^ 
acquired by this complete vidlory* The violence of 
civil rage hurried on fome to flaughter their coun- 
trymen with indifcriminate cruelty; the meanaefs 
of private revenge inftigated others to fingle out 
individuals as tiie objeifts of their vengeance. Oif- 
gognez and feveral officers of diftindion were ma£- 
facred in coM blood; above a hupdred and forty 
foldiers fell in the field; a large proportion, where 
the number of combatants were few , and the heat 
of the conteft foon over. Almagro » though fo 
feeble that he could not bear the motion of a 
Jhorfe, hadinnfied on being carried on a litter to ad 
eminence which overlooked the field of battle. , 
From thence, in the utmoft agitation of mind, he 
viewed the various movements of both parties , and 
at lad beheld the total defeat of hi^ own troops^ 
with all the paffionate indignation of a. v^terap 
leader long accuftomed to vidory. He endea^ aa4ukta«v 
voured to fave himfelf by flight, but was taken 
prifoner , and guarded with the ftrided vigilance *\ 
The Indians , inftead of executing the refolution 
which they had formed , retired quietly after the 
battle was over , and in the hiftory of the New 
World , there is not a more ftriking inftance of the 
^wonderful afcendant which the Spaniards ha^ 

** Zaratc, lib. ii% c. 11^12. Vcga, p. 1 1. Kb. ii. c. ><• 
3$. Herrera^ d^. S^ lib. iii^ f* io<^i2. lib. iv. c. x^<. 
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8 K acquired over its, inhabitants , than that after feeing 

VI. pne of the contending parties ruined and difperfed^ 

iif38. and the other weakened and fatigued, they had 

not courage to fall upon their enemies, when for^ 

tune prefented an opportunity of attacking them 

with fuch advantage**, ^ 

Kcw expe- Cuzco was pillaged by the vidlorious troops , who 
uiom. founj there a confiderable booty, confifting partly 
of the gleanings of the 'Indian treaiurcs, and partly 
oi the wealth amaffed by their antagonifts from 
the fpoils of Peru and Chili. But fo far did this, 
and whatever the bounty of their leader could add 
to it , fall below the high ideas of the recompence 
Nvhicb they conceived to be due to their merit, that 
Ferdinand Pizarro, unable to gratify fuch extra- 
vagant cxpedlations , had recourfe to the faipe 6x* 
pedient which his' brother had employed On a fimi- 
lar occafioh , and endeavoured to find occupation 
for this turbulent affun^ing fpirit^ in order to pre- 
vent it from breaking out into open mutiny. With 
this view, he encouraged his mod adlive officers to 
attempt the difcoyery and redudlion of various 
provinces which had not hitherto fubmitted to the 
Spaniards. To every flandard eiTed^d by the 
leaders who undertook ainy of thofe new expedi* 
• tions, volunteers reforted with the ardor and hope 
peculiar to the age. Several of Almagro's fdlfliers 
joined therp , and thus Pizarl'o hid the fatisfacSion 
of being delivered both from the importunity of 

** Zawte, liK.iii. c. xi. Vega, p. 'ij, lib. H. c. jj[. 
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]iis difcontented friends, and the dread, of his an- book 
cient enerhies*', yi., 

' Atmagro himfelf remained for feveral months ^^St 
id cuftbdy , tinder all the anguifh of fufpenfc. For iriTdT*^ 
although his doom was determined by thePizarros 
•from the moment that he feJl into their hands, 
prudence conftrained them to defer gratifying their 
vengeance , until the foldiers who had ferved under 
iiim, as well as feveral of their own followers in 
•vrhom- they could not perfectly confide, had left ' 
.Ouzco. As foon as they fet out upon their differ- 
ent expeditions, Almagro was impeached of trea- 
Ibn, formally tried, and condemned to die.. The toa^wwe^ 
fenteniSe aftoniflied him, and though he had often 
iwaX'ed death with undaunted; fpirit in the field, 
its approach under this ignominious form appalled 
'him fo much , that he. had recourfe to abjeiS fup- ■. 
-plications, unworthy of his former fame. Hebe- ■" ' 
Sought the Pizarros to remetaber the ancient friend- 
-ihip between their brother and him , and How much 
•he had cotitribifted to the profperity:of. their fa- 
mily} rhe reminded them ^f the humanity with 
Svhich, in oppofition to the repeated remon(lrance$ 
^f his own TOoft attached friends , he had fpared 
their liVes when he h^d them in his power ; he 
conjured them to pity his age and infirmities, and 
r^o fuffer him to pafs the wretched remainder of his 
•days in bewailing his crimes, and in making his 
peace with heaven. The intreaties , lays a Spanifti 

" Zarate, lib.' ill. c, 12. GQmara,Hift.€.^ 141. Iferjreta, 
.dec. 6. lib..iv..c..7.:; ; . . 
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BOOR Iiiflorian, of a man fo much beloved , touchdl 
yfU many an unfeeling heart, and drew tears fronr 
^^^ many a ftem eye. But the brothers remained in* 
flexible. As foon as Almagrb knew his fate to be 
inevitable , he met it with the dignicy and fortitude 
jm^pntto of a veteran. He was ilrangled in prifon, andaff- 
***** terwards publicly beheaded. He fuffered in the 
fevenjty*fifth year of his age , and left one fon by 
an Indian woman of Panama, whom, though a( 
that time a prifoner in Lima , he named as fucceflcnr 
to his government; purfuant to a power which the 
emperor h2|d granted him '\ 
'^9». As, during the civil diflertfions in Peru , all itw 

tiMtoftiie ^crcourfc with Spain was fufpcnded, the detail of 
•oartof the extraordin;iry tran(adions there did not foon 
cmTttfTtbc '^^^^ ^^^ court. Unfortunately for the victorious 
Hnteof faifUon, the firft intelligence was brought thither 
?«»•• jjy fomc of Almagro's officers , who left the coun* 
try upon the ruin of their caufe ; and they related 
what had happened, with every circumftance un- 
favoraUe to Pizarro and his brothers. Their 
ambition, their breach of the liioft folemn engage- 
ments , thtif violence and cruelty , were painted 
with all the malignity and exaggeration of party 
liatredi Ferdinand Piaarro, who arrived foon dS^ 
ter, and appeared in court with extraordinary fplen* 
dor, endeavoured to efface the imprefBon which 
their accufations had made , and to juftify his bro* 
Iber smd him&lf by reprefrating Almagra as the 

^ Zarate, lib. iu. c* 1 9. Gomara, Hide 1 4. i. Ve^a, p. 1 1« 
lib. ii. C {9* Hcrrera, dec. 6. lib. Iy. c 9. lib. v* c» k 
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•gg^cflbr. The emperor and bis minlfters, though BOO 
they could not pronounce which of the contending vi. 
fadions was moft criminal, clearly difcerncd the «»>• 
fatal tendency of their diffenfions. It was obvious, 
(hat while the leaders, intruded with the condudl 
of two infant colonies , employed the arms which 
ihould have been turned againft the common cnc* 
niy , in deftroying one another, all attention to thb 
public good mud ceafe , and there was reafon to 
dread that the Indians might improve the advan- 
tage which the difunion of the Spaniards prefentedt 
to them, and extirpate both the vidlors and yatW 
quiflbed. But the evil was more apparent than the 
remedy. Where the information which had beeti 
received was fo defedive and fufptcious, and the 
fcene of adioii fo remote, it was almoft impofldble 
to chalk out the line of condud that ought to be 
followed ; and before any plan that (hould be ap« 
proved of in Spain could be carried into execution , 
the fituation of the parties, and the cirdumftances 
df affairs, might alter fo entirdy as to render its 
cffeds extremely pernicious. 

Nothing therefore remained but to fend a per- Vict i« 
fon to Peru , vefted with extenfive and difcrettonary 
power, who , after viewing deliberately the pofture ample 
of affairs with hi^ own eyes , and inquiring upon ^•'•w> 
the fpot into- the condud of the different leader?^ 
ftould be authorized to eftablifli the government 
in that form which he deemed mpft conducive to 
the intcreft of the parent ftate , and the welfare of 
the colony. The man feleded for this important 
charge was Chri(lova| Vaca de Caftro, a judge in 
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BOOK the court of royal audience at Valladolid ; and his 

VI. abilities, integrity, andfirmnefs, juftified the choice. 

His inftrudlions, though ample, were not fuch as 

to fetter him in his operations- According to the 

different afped of affairs , he had power to take 

upon him different characters. If he found the 

governor ftill alive, he was to affurafe only the title 

of judge , to maintain the appcaranc^ of ading in 

concert with him, and to guard againft giving any 

jufl caufe of offence to a man who had merited fo 

highly of his country. But if Pizarro were dead, 

he was intruded with a commiflion that he might 

then produce, by which he wa§ appointed his fuc- 

ceflbr in ^he government of Peru. This attention 

to Pizarro , however , feems to have flowed rather 

from dread of his power , than from any approbation 

•of his meafure^; for at the very time that the court 

.feemed fo folicitou$ not to irritate him , bis brother 

Ferdinand was arrefted at Madrid , and confined to a 

prifon, where he remained above twenty years *'. 

'^40. • . '\^liUe. Vaca, d^ Caftro was prepa^-ing for his 

'*d"p* ^^ voyage, events of great moment happened in Peru^ 

among his ThegovemoF , conftdering himfelf , upon the death 

foiioweri. of Almagro, ^^ the unrivalled poffeffor of that vaft 

, empire , procee4ed to parcel out its territories 

anaong the conquerors; and had this divifion beea 

Inade with any degree of impartiality^ the extent 

of couptry which he had to beftow, wasfufficient 

to have gratified his friend^ ^ and to have gained his 

\ , . '^ Gomara, Hift, c. 142. Vcga>p. 11. lib. ii. c. 40, Hcr- 
,i^ia, dec. 6. lib. viii. c. ic. ti. lib. x. <?.. i. 
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Cnemks* But Pizarro conduced this tranfadlion, B IC 
not with the equity and candor of a judge atten- vi.' 
, live to difcover and to reward merit, but with the *'4^« 
illiberal fpirit of a party - leader. Large diftrids, 
in parts of the country moft cultivated and pOpu* 
lous , were fet apart as his own property , or grant- 
ed to his brothers , Bis adherents and favorites. 
To others , lots lefs valuable and inviting were af- 
ligned. The followers of Almagro , amongft whom ' 

were many of the original adventurers to whofe 
valoi* and perfeverance Pizarro was indebted for 
his fuccefs, were totally excluded from any portion 
in thole lands , towards the acquifition of which they 
had contributed fo largely. As the vanity of every 
individual fet an immoderate value upon his own 
fcrvices, and the idea of each concerning the re^ 
compence due to them rofe gradually to a more 
exorbitant height in proportion as their conquefts 
extended, all who were difappointed in their ex- 
pedations exclaimed loudly againft the rapaciouf- 
nefs and partiality of the governor. The partifans 
of Almagro murmured in fecret, and meditated 
revenge*'. 

Rapid as the progrefs of the Spaniards in South- progrefsof 
America had been fince Pizarrd landed in Peru , the^Spanisi^ 
their avidity of dominibn was not yet fatisfied. 
The officers , to whom Ferdinand Pizarro gave the 
command of different detachments , penetrated into 
feveral new provinces, and though fome of them 

*' Vega, p. II. lib> UJ. c. 7,. Hcnera^ dec. 6. lib. tiij. 
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BOOK were expofed to great hardlbips irt the cold aiicl 
^ VI. • barren regions of the Andes , and others fuffered 
i540i diftrefs not inferior amidft the woods and inarQie^ 
of the plains, they made difcoveries and conquefts 
"Whioh not only extended their knowledge of the 
country, but added confiderably to the territories 
of Spain in the New World* Pedro de Valdivia 
teaflumed Almagro's fcheme of invading Chilly 
and nocwitbftanding the fortitude of the natives in 
defending their poflefltons , made fuch progrels in 
the conqueft of the country, that he founded the 
city of St. JagOj and gave a beginning to the\pftab* 
Jiihment of the Spaniih dominion in that pro« 
vince ''« But of all the enterprifes undertaken 
about this period « that of Gonzalo Pizarro Vras 
the moft remarkable«^ The governor, who feem^ 
to have refolved that no perfon in Peru fhouldpof* 
fiefs any (lation of diftinguilbed eminence of autho* 
rity but thofe of his own family, had deprived Be* 
H^cazar , the conqueror of Quito i of his com« 
mand in that kingdom , and appointed his brother* 
Gonzalo to take the government of it. He in«» 
Aruded him to attempt the difcovery and conqueft 
of the country to the eaft of the Andes , which f 
according to the information of the Indians ^ 
abounded with cinnamon and other valuable fpiced* 
Gonzalo, not inferior to any of his brothers id 
courage , and no lefs ambitious of acquiring di^ 
tin<flion , eagerly engaged in this difficult fervice._ 
He fet out from Quito at the head of three hundred 

'^ Zarate, lib.. ii!« c. i}« Ovalle, lib. ii^ c« i ^ Ac* 
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tmd iotty foldicrs, nckt one half of i^hom 
ysrcte horfcmcn, with four thoufi^nd Indians to 
carry their provifions. In forcing their way 
jtbrough the defiles , or over the ridges of tha 
Andes, excels of cold and fatigue, to neither of 
which they were accudomed , prdved fatal to the 
greater part of their wretched attendants. The 
Spaniards , though more robufl 5 and inured to a 
variety of climates « fuffered confiderably , and loft 
fome men; but when they defcendedtinto the low 
Country their diftrefs increafed. During two 
months it rained inceffantly , without any interval 
of fair weather long enough to dry their clothes '*. 
The vaft plains upon which they were naw entering, 
cither altogether without inhabitants , or occupied 
by the rudeft and Jeaft indudrious tribes in the 
New World, yielded little fubfiftence. They could 
Dot advance a ftep but as they cut a road through 
woods f or made it through marfbes. Such ince£^ 
iant toil ) 2uul continual fcarcity of food , feem more 
than fufficient to have exhaufted and dUpirited any 
troops. But the -fortitude and perfeverance of 
Spaniards in the fixteenth century were infupef- 
able. Allured by frequent but falfe accounts^ o£ 
rich countries before them , they perfifted in ftrug-« 
gling on ^ until they reached the banks of the Coca 
or Napo , one of the large rivers whofe water$ 
pour into the Maragnon, and contribute to it« 
grandeun There , with infinite labor , they built 
B bark, whiph they ,expe<^ed would prove of great 
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BO OK Utility; in conveying them ovef rivers, in pfoctjf*: 
vn ing provifions, and irl exploring the country* 
1540. This was manned with fifty foldiers , under the^ 
Command of Francis Orellana^ the officer next in . 
rank to Pizarro. The ftream carried them down 
with fuch rapidity , that they were foon far a-head 
of their <:ountrymen , who followed flowly and with, 
difficulty by land, 
pefferted by At this diftance from his commander, Orellana, 
Oreiiaiia. ^ young man of an afpiring mind <, began to fancy 
himfelf independent 5 and tranfported with the pre*, 
dominant paflion of the age , he formed the fchenae* 
of diftinguifhing himfelf as a difcoverer , by fol- . 
lowing the courfe of the Maragnon , until it joined ^ 
the ocean, and by furveying the Vf ft region* 
through* which it flows. This fcheme of OreU 
lanaVwas as bold as it was treacherous* For, i£, 
he be chargeable with the guilt of having violated 
his duty to his commander, and with having aban* 
doned his fellow^foldiers in a pathlefs defert-j where 
they had hardly any hopes of fuccefe , <or eVen of 
fafety , but what were founded on the fervice which 
they expeded from /the bark ; his crime is, in fom^ . 
ttieafure, balanced by the glory of having ventured, 
upon a navigation of near tvyo thoufand leagues * , 
through unknown nations, in a veffel haftily con* 
flrudcd, with green timber^ and by very unlkilful 
hands, without provifions, without a corapaft, oft 
a pilot. 3^t his courage and alacrity fupplieci. 
Sails do^ II tvery defeil. Committing himfelf fearlef$ly to the 
thtMara^ guidance of the ftream, the Napo bore him 9long 
to the fouth, until he reached the great channel of 

the 
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iShc Maragnon. Turning with it towards the coaft, B o o it 
Jic hdd on his courfe in that diredioq. He made vi. 
frequent defcents on both fides of the river, fome- *^^' 
^mes feizing by force of arms the pro vifions pf the 
fierce fava^es feated on its banks ; and fometimes 
|)rocuring a fuppljr of food by a friendly intercourfe 
with more gentle tribes. After a long feries of 
dangers, which he encountered with amazing for- 
titude, and of diftrcffes which he fupported with 
no lefs magnanimity, he reached the ocean '*, 
where new perils awaited him. yhek he likewife 
furmounted, and gotfafe to the Spanilh fettlement 
in the ifland Cubagua ; from thence he failed to Spain. * 
The vanity natural to travellers who vifit regions 
tmknown to the reft of mankind , and the art of aa 
advcifturer , folicitous to magnify his own merit, 
concurred in prompting him to mingle an extraor* 
•dinary proportion of the marvellous in the narra* 
tive of his voyage. He pretended to have difco- 
Vered nations [fo rich , that die roofs of their 
temples were covered with plates of gold ; and de* 
fcribed a irepublic of women fo warlike and power* 
ful , as to have extended their dominion over a con- 
iideraWe trad of the fertile" plains which he had 
vifitcd. Extravagant as thofe t^les were , they gave 
life to an opinion , that a regiqn abounding with 
gold , diftingljilhed by the name of El Dorado , and 
a community of Amazons , were to be found in 
this part of the New World ; and fuch is the pro- 
penfity of mankind to bdi^Vi^ what is wonderful ^ 



^"^ See NOTE XUL 
Vol. III. 
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BOOK that it has been flowly and with difficulty that reai» 
yx. fon and obfervation have exploded tbofe tables* 
1540. The voyage , however, even when ftripped of every 
romantic embeJIifhment, deferves to be recorded, 
not only as oneof the mpfl memorable occurrences 
in that adventurous ^ge, but as the firft event 
which led to any certain knowledge of the im- 
menfe regions that ftretch eaftward from the Ande^ 
to the ocean '*. 
iMftfeftof No \vords can defcribe the confternation o^ Pi^- 
PUarr«. ^arro , when he did not find the bark at the con- 
fluence of the Napo and Maragnon, where he had 
ordered Orellana to wait for him. ^ He would not 
allow himfelf to fufped that a man » whom he had 
intruded with fuch an important command , could 
be fo t^afe and fo unfeeling , as to defert hnm at 
fuch a jundure. But imputing his abfence from 
the place of rendezvous to fome unknown accident^ 
he advanced above fifty leagues along the banks 
of the Maragnon , expedling every moment to fep 
'i>**' the bark appear with a fupply of provifions. At 
length he came up with an officer whom Orellana 
had left to perifli in the defert , becaufe he had the 
courage to remonftrate againft his perfidy. From 
him he learned the extent of Orellana's crinie, and 
his followers perceived ?t once their p wr^ defperatc 
fituation , when deprived of their only r^fource. 
The fpirit of the ftouteft hearted veteran funk within 
him, ^nd all demanded ^^o be led back inftantly. 

'• Zarate, Kb.iv. c.^. Gomdra, Hift. c. S^. Vfega, p. i k 
Bb. ill. c. 4. Herrcra, dec. 6. lib. ix. c. a -* 5. Rodriguez, El 
Maragnoa y Amazonas , lib. i. c. j. : . - 
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Piwrro , though he affutied an appearance of tran- book 
quilJity , did not oppofe their inclination. But he vi. 
was now twielve hundred miies from Qjtiito ; and »«♦«• 
in that Jong march the Spaniards encountered hard- 
fbips greater, than thofe which they had endured iii 
their ppogrefs outward , without the alluring hopes 
which then foothed and anin)ated them under their- 
fufferings. Hunger compelled them to feed^ort 
roots and berries, to eat all their dogs and horfcs, 
to devour the moft loatbfome reptiles, and even to 
gnaw/ the leather of their faddles and fword-belts. 
Four thoufKuid Indians, and two hundred and tea -:- 

SpaniajdiS , perilhed in this wild difaftrous expedi- 
tion , which . continued near two years ; and ^s fifty 
men. w^re aboard the bark with Orellana, only 
fourfcore got: back to Qpito. Thefe were naked 
like favagesi and fo emaciated with famine, ox 
worn out with fatigue , that they had more the ap- 
pearance of fpeAres than of men ^\ 

But, iafte^d of returning to enjoy the repofe Kumberof 
which bi^: iCOi^dition required , Pizarro , on entering «*>««<»»• 
Quito, received accounts of a fatal event- that /eru."* 
threatened calamities more dreadful to him . thac^ 
thofe through which he had paffed. Frqm the 
tirt^e that; bif ttrother made that partial divifion of 
his <:oaquei^s which has been mentioned ,. the ad«r 
herci^ts of Almagro , confidering themfelv^s as pro^ 
ficribed by tlje party in power, no longer enters 

1 . , :! 7 • ^amc Hbk iv; c. a^— ^» Vega, p. 1 1 . lib* iii. c. j , 4, ^i 
14. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. viiL c. 7, 8* lib. ix. c. !z— $. dec. 
7. lib. iii. c. 14. Pizar. Vacones lUoftr. 349, &c >r 
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BOOM tained any hope of Ibcttering their conditionl 
VL Great numbers in defpair reforted to Lima , wher^ 
**♦'* the houfe of young Almagro was always open to^' 
them , and the flender portion of his father's for- 
tune, which the governor allowed him to enjoy, 
waf Ipeflt in affording them fubfiften<;e. The 
warm' attachment with which every perfon whtf 
fcad fcrv-ed tmder the elder Almagro devoted 
hknfelf to his interefts, was quickly transferred to 
his fon , who was now grown up to the age of 
manhood; and poflefled all the qualities which 
Conider Captivate the affedtions of foldiers. Of a graceful 
lonng A!, appearance , dexterous at all martial exercifes ,l>old , 
thfir leader, opcn , genelTous , he leemed to be formed for com-^ 
mahd J and as his father , confcious/ df hii own' 
inferiority , from the total want of education, had 
been extremely attentive to have him inftrudled in' 
every fdence becoming a gentleman; the accom- 
plifhments which he had acquired heightened th^ 
TefpeA of his followers, as they gave him diftindioii 
and eminence among illiterate adventurers, tti 
this young man the Almagrians found a point of 
tmidn Swrhich they wanted, and looking up to him 
its their head , were ready to undertake any thiiig 
for his advancement. Nor was aSedion for Al* 
magro their only incitement ; they were urged oii 
by their own diftrefles. Many of them, deftitute 
of common heceflaries '*, . and weary of loitering 
away life, a burden to their chief, or to fuch of 
their aflbciates as had fkved fomc rtmnftbt #f theit 

^ Sec NOTE XIV- 
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fortune from pillage and confifcation ^ longed kii- boos 
patiendy for an occafion^to exert their adivity and vi- 
courage, and began to deliberate how they might ''♦^* 
be avenged on the author of all their mifery. 
Their frequent cabals did not pafs unobferved; CoBfiiire 
and the governor was warned to be on his guard I^**^fPiI* 
againfl; men who meditated fome defperate deed > z»rr5j 
and had refolution to execute it. But cither frpm 
the native intrepidity of his mind , or from/conr 
tempt of perfons whofe poverty feemed to ri^nder 
their ' machinations of little confequence ^ be dif* 
regarded the admonitions of his friends, "Be ia 
no pain, " faid he carelefsly^ **^ about pny life; it 
is perfedly fafe , as long as every man in Peru 
koows that I can in a moment cut off any head 
which dares to harbour a thought againft it " This 
fecurity gave the Almagrians full leifure to digeft 
and ripen every part of their fcheme ; and Juan de 
Jierrada, an officer of great abilities, who Jhad the 
charge of Almagro's education , took the direc- 
tion of their confultations , with all the zeal which 
this connexion fnfpired , and with all the authority 
which the ajR:endant that he was known to have 
over the min^4 of his pupil gave him. 

On Sunday, the twenty-fix\h of June , at mid- aiidkiM 
day , the fcafon of tranquillity and rcpofe in all 
fultry climates , Herrada , at the head of eighteen 
of the mod determined cohfpirators , lallied out of 
Almagro's houfe in complete armor; and draw- 
ing their fwords , as they advanced haftily towards 
the governor's palace, cried out, " Long live the, 
kingy but let the tyrant die! " Their affociatcif 
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BOOK wau-ncd of their motions by a fignal, were in arm3 
VI. at different ftations ready to fupport them. Though 
*^^'' Pizarro was ufually furrounded by fuch a nume- 
rous train of attendants as fuited the magnificence 
of the moft opulent fubjeft of the age^in which he 
lived , yet as he was juft rifen from table , and moft 
of his domeftics had retired to their own apart- 
ments , the confpirators pafTed through the two 
outer courts of the palace unobferved. They were 
kt the bottom of the ftaircafe, before a page iti 
waiting could give the alarm to his mafter ^ who 
was converfing with a few friends in a large hall. 
The governor, whofefteadymind no form of dan- 
ger could appal, ftarting up , called for arms, and 
commanded Francifco de Chaves to make faft Ac 
door. But that officer, who did not retain fo much 
prelence of mind as to obey this prudent order , 
running to the top of the ftair-cafe , wildly aflced 
the confpirators what they meant, and whither 
they were going ? Inflead of anfwering, they dab- 
bed him to the heart , and burft into the halt 
Some of the perfons who werie there threw them- 
felves from the windows; others attempted to fly; 
and a few drawing their fwords, followed their 
leader into an inner apartment. The confpirators, 
animated with having the objedl of their vengeance 
now in view , ruffied forward after them. Pizarro , 
with no other arms than his fword and buckler, 
defended the entry, and Supported by his half- 
brother Alcantara , and his little knot of friends, 
be maintained the* unequal conteft with intrepidity 
Vfbtthy of his paft exploits , and with the vigor of 
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a youthful combatant " Courage, *' cried he, 
*• companions , we are yet enow to make thofe 
traitors repent of their audacity. *' But the armor 
of the confpirators protected them, while every 
thruft ihcy made took effed. Alcantara fell dead 
at his brothers fee^; his other defenders were 
mortally wounded. The governor, fo weary that 
he could hardly wield his fword , and no longer 
able to parry the many weapons furioufly aimed at 
him, received a deadly thruft full in his throat, 
funk to the ground , and expired. 

As foon as he was fkin , the aflaffins ran oirt 
into the ftreets , ' and waving their bloody fwords, 
proclaimed the death of the tyrant Above two 
hundred of their aflbciates having joined them, 
they condufted young Almagro in folemn pro- 
ceffion through the city , and affembling the magiC* 
trates and principal citizens, compelled them to 
acknowledge him as lawful fucceflbr to his fathep 
in bis government. The palace of Pizarro , toge- 
ther with the houfes of Several of hk adherents ^ 
were pillaged by the foldiers , who had the fati& 
fadion at once of being avenged on their enemies , 
and of enriching themfelves by the fpoils of thofe 
through whofe hands all the wealth of Peru had 
paffed^'. , 

The boldnefs and fuccefe of the confpiracy , as 
well as the name and popular qualities of Alma- 
gro, drew many foldiers to his ftandard. Every 
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" Zarate, lib. iv. c.6 — 8. Gomara, Hift, c. 144., 14?. 
Vega, p. 1 1 . lib. Hi. 0. ^ — 7. Hcrrera, dec. 6. lib. x. c. 4 — 7. 
"rr. liluft. p. iSi. 
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B o Q^ K adventurei' of 4efperaee fortune ^ all itbo were: 
VI. dtflatisfied with fizarro , and from the rapaciouf-' 
'^*^« nefs of his governinent in the latter years of hi® 
life, the number of malecontents was cdnfideraibley 
declared without hefitation in favor of Almagro^ 
apd he was foon at the head of eight hubdred of 
' the moft gallant veterans in Peru. As his youth 
and inexperience difqualified him from taking the 
command of them himfelf , he appointed Herrada 
to a<fc as generaL But thdugh Almagro fpeedily 
coUedled fuch a refpedable force, the acquiefcence 
in his government was far from being generaL 
Pizarro had left marty friends to whom his mtmory 
was dear ; the barbarous affaflination of a man tor 
whom his country was fo highly indebted ^ filled 
every impartial perfon with horror. The igoomi^ 
nious birth of Almagro , as well as the doubtful 
title on which he founded his pretentions ; led 
others to confider him as an ufurpcr. The officers 
who commanded in fome provinces refufed to re- 
cognife his authority, until it was confirmed by 
the emperor. In others, particularly at Cuzco,* 
the royal ftandard was ereded , and preparations 
made to revenge the murder of their ancient 
leader. . 

anlftiof Thofe feeds of difcord, which could nbt have 
CaftrOi lain long dormant, acquired great vigor and adi- 
vity, when the arrival of Vaca de Caftro was 
known. After a long and difallrous voyage , he 
was driven by ftrefs of weather into a fmall har- 
bour in the province of Popayan ; and proceeding 
^om thence by land , after a journey no lets cediouk 
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timn "difficult, be reached Qjiite. In his Way he book 
received atCQiints of Pizarro's death , and of the vi^ 
fveij^ which followed upon it. He immediately '^*': 
fffcmuced the royal comroiUion appointing bim ue title of 
governor of Peru, with the fame privileges and gof«raor. 
authority ; and his jurifdidion was acknowledged 
without hefitation by Benalclizar, Adelantado, ot 
lieutenant-general for the emperor in Popayan^ 
and by Pedr6 de Puelles ^ who , in the abfence of 
Gonzalo Pizarro, bad the command of the troops 
left in Quito. Vaca de Caftro not only afliimed 
the fupreme authority, but (bowed that he pot 
fcfled the taledts^ which the exercife of it at that 
jundure required. By bis influence andaddrefe he 
foon aflembled fuch a body of troops , as not only 
fet bim abov^all fear of being expofed to any in* 
(ult firdm the adverfe party , but enabled him to 
advance from Quito with the dignity that became 
hk charader. By difpatching perfons^ of confi* 
dence to the different fettlements in Peru , with a 
£cnmal notification of bis arrival and of bis coms> 
nriflion , be communicated to bis countrymen the 
royal pleafure with refped to the government of 
the country. By private emiffaries , be excited 
fuch officers as had difcovered their difapprobatioft 
of Almagro's proceedings, to manifeft their duty 
to their fovereign by fupporting the perfon honored 
with his commiffion. Thofe meafures were proi- 
dudive of great effeds. Encouraged by the ap* 
proach of the new governor , or prepared by bis 
jnacbinations , the loyal were confirmed in •their 
principles, and avowed them with greater boldb 
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BOOK ncfs; the timid ventured to declare their fenti* 

vt. mcnts ; the rieiitral and wavering, finding it nc- 

is4r. cefiary to chufe a fide, began to lean to that which 

now appeared to be the fafeft , as well as the moft 

jur'. 

Conductor Almagro obferved the rapid progrefs of this 
Aimagro. ^Jrit of dilaffedion to his caufe; and in order to 
give an effedual check to it before the arrival of 
1^4^* Vaca de Caftro , he iet out at the head of his troops 
for Guzco , ,wherc the moft confiderable body o£ 
opponents had ereded the royal ftandard, under 
the codimand of Pedro Alvarez Holguin. During 
his march thither, Herrada, the ikilful. guide oi 
bis youth and of his counfels^ died ; and from that 
time his meafures were confpicuous for their vio* 
lence, but concerted with little fagacity, and exe- 
cuted with no addrefs. H6lguin , who , with forces 
far inferior to thofe of the oppofite party, was de- 
fcenditig towards the coaft at the very time that 
Almagro was on his way to Cuzco , deceived his 
unescperienced adverfary by a very fimple ftrata« 
gem, avoided an engagement, and efifeded a junc- 
tion with Alvarado , an officer of note , who had 
been the firft to declare againft Almagro as an 
ufurper. -' ' '' 

projrrefeof Soon after, Vaca de Caftro entered their camp 
with the troops which he brought from Quito -^ 
and '^rcifling the royal ftandard before his own 
tent', he declared, that as governor, he wo\^ld 

** Benzon, lib. iii. c. 9. Zarate, lib. iv. c. 11. Gomara^ 
c 14^, 147. Henera, dec. 6n lib.x. c. i> 2» ].7,&c. 
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difcharge in perfon all the funAions of general of book 
their combined forces. Thou^ formed by the vi. 
tenor of his paft life to the habits of a fedentarjr '^*'' 
and pacific profefCon , he at once affumed the adi- 
Vity and difcovered the decifion of an officer long 
accuftomed to command. Knowing his ftrength to 
be now far fuperior to that of the enemy , he waSf 
impatient to terminate the contcft by a battle.* 
Nor did the followers of Almagro , who had no 
hopes of obtaining a pardon for a crime fo atro*' 
cious as the murder of the governor, decline that^ 
tnode of decifion. They met at Chupaz, about two^ Sept. 15. 
hundred miles from Cuzco, and fought with all 
the fierce animofity infpired by the violence of 
civil rage, the rancor of private enmity,- the 
cagernefs of revenge , and the laft efforts of defpair. 
Vidory , after remaining long doubtful, declared D«r«atsAi. 
at laft for Vaca de Caftro. The fuperior number ™^**' 
of his troops, his own intrepidity , and the martial 
talents of Francifco de Carvajal, a veter>an officer 
formed under the great captain in the wars of 
Italy, and who on that day laid the foundation o§ 
his future fame in Peru , triumphed over the , 
bravery of his opponents, though led on by young 
Almagro with a gallant fpirit , worthy of a better 
caufe, and deferving another fate. The carnage 
was great in proportion to the number of the conrw 
batants. Many of the vanqulflied , efpecially fuch 
as were confcious that they might be charged with 
being acccflbry to the affaffination ofPizarro, rufli^ 
ing on the fwords of the enemy, chofe to fall like 
foldiers, rather than wait an ignominious doojoou 
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ft ae K Of fourteen huodred men, the total amoimt of com* 
VI. batants on both (Hies, five hundred lay dead on 
'^♦»* the field, and the number of the wounded was 
ftill greater '\ 
Severity of If the military talents difplayed by Vack de 
Wsjroceed- Caftro, both in the council and in the field, fur* 
prifed the adventurers in Peru, they were (till more 
aftonifhed at. his condu A after the vidory. As be 
was by nature a rigid difpenfer of juflice, and per- 
(uaded that it required examples of extraordinary 
fevericy to reftrain tiie licentious fpirit of foldiers 
fo far removed from the feat of government, he 
proceeded diredly to try his prifoners as rebels* 
Forty were condemned to fiiffer the death pf trai- 
^tors , others were baniflied from Peru. Their 
leader , who made his efcape from the battle, be- 
ing betrayed by fome of his officers, was publicly 
beaded in Cdzco ; and in him the name of 
Almagro, and the fpirit of the party » was ex« 
tina". 
CMibitt^ . During thofe violent convutfions in Peru , the 
tioniofthe emperor and. his minifters were intently employed 
concerning lu preparing regulations, by which they hoped not 
kifdotni- ©nly to re-e(lablifli tranquillity there, but to intra* 
Iimii(Ni. Juce a more perfeA fyftem of internal policy into 
all thdr fettlements in the New World, It is ma- 
mifeft from all the events recorded in the hiftory of 

^^ Zarate,'Ub. iv. c. 12 — 19. Gomara, c. 148. Vega, 
p, n. lib. iii. c. XI— 18. Hcn:era,dcc. 7. lib, i. c. i, 2, j^ 
lib. iiu c t— ri. 

" Zarate, lib. iv. c. 21. Gomara, c. i$o. Henrora, 
i^ 7. lib. iii. c. iZj lib. vi, c. I. 
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Amrrka , that raf>id and extenfive as the Spani£h book 
conqucfts there had been, diey were not cai^ried vi, 
on by any regular cxiertion of th^ national force^ ^^^^ 
bat by the occafional efforts of private adveotwrier^. 
After fitting out a few of the firft arnoaments for 
difcovering new regions, the court of Spain, during 
the JbuCy reigns of Ferdinand and of Charles Vi, 
thie former the moft intriguing prince of the ago, 
and the lat!ter the n^oft anabitious, was encurobered 
with fuch a multiplicity of fcbemes, and involved 
in war with fo many nations of Europe , that it had 
not leifure to ittend to diftant and lefs intereiling^ 
objedb. The care* of profe^uting difcovery , or of 
attempting conqueft^ ; was abatidoned to individuals;; 
and with fuch ardor did men puih forward in 
this new career, pn which jiovejty , the fpirit of 
adventure , avarice , ambition , and the hope of 
meriting heaven, prompted them with combined 
influence to ente^, that in lefs than half. a centuiy 
almoft the wbolb jtrf; that tttenfive empire whi^ 
,Spain now po&ffies- in the N<?w World, wa;Sifiib« 
jecSed to i^ dominion* As the Spanilh court oo^^ 
tributed nothibg towards the various expeditions 
undertaken in Armerica, it was nOt; entitled tojclajm 
much from their ,fucce&. The fovercignty of the 
conquered provinces , with the fifth of the gold 
and filver, was ^eferved for the crown; every 
thing elfe was feized by the aflbciates in .each ex- 
pedition as their own right: The plunder of ilk . 
countries which they invaded fcrved to indenft- 
nify them for what they bad expended in /equip- 
ping themfetvci for . th€ Aryicc ^ and the 



Digitized 



by Google 



94 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

o o K conquered territory was 'divided aniorig thtm viad- 
VI. corcUtig to rules which cuftoth 'had inti-dduced , as 

*'*^ 4)ertiianent eftaWiftwicuts which their fucccfsfui 
valor merited. In the infancy of thofc fetdemfedtsj 
wiien their exteht as well as their value were uri* 
known , man^> irneguiarities efcaped obferyatioa^ 
and it was foiind ileceflary to conpive at 'many 
iCXceffcs. The conquered pec^le were pillaged widi 
'deftrudive rapacity > and their country parceljed 
iout among its^newmaftiers in ejcorbitant ffaares/ far 
'exceeding the higheft reoompeiToe due to their 
fervices. The ' rude conquerors 'X>f America , ^in- 
capable of forming their eftafelifliments upon any 
;^tteral or extbnfive plan of'p61icy^ attentive only 
to private intercft, unwilling to forego prefent gaia 
%om the profped of remote or pujblic benefit, feeim 
^to have had no objedl but to amaCs fudden wealth, 
without regarding what might |[)e4he confequenccs 
'Of the nicans.by which they, acquired it. But 
'Wfetew time at fength* difcdvteedl^tb the Spanifii 
• court' ^he importances of itsrAmdrftan pofieilibqsi, 
-t?he fti^ccffity of; new- mbdelHng' their whole'frame 
'becaifle obvious * and in pbice^x>£.;tfaenmaxims and 
ipra^i^e^ , previllesitf ^among rbalitafy advintui^erw, 
it was found reqiliifitie' to fubllitute the inftitutioxis 
i of regular go vernmen'i. ,^. :i. >. ^ , > 

V One evil in particular called for an imnoediate 
-remedy. The conquerors 6f Mexico arid Peru 
tirtitated the fatal eiample of their countrymen 
-fettled in the iflaridsy and cmplo)nedf themfdves in 
-fearcfaing for gpld a^ fiiver with" did fame Jtrcbn* 
fidorite eagernefs/- Similar effec^i iollowed. ;^Tlu: 
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^natives employed in this labor by maimers ^ Vrho ii» 9 ^ o K 
cimpofing talks had no regaSrd either to w^Attfaey vu 
,felt or to what they were able to perform , pined *5*^ 
away and pcri(hed /o faft , ;that there was reafon to 
apprehend tl^^t Spain , inftead of poffeQibg couo* ' 

tries peopled to fuch a degr^eas to be fufceptibl^ 
.of progrefliY.e. in)proveme(iit,!Ay0uldfooa. remain 
Iffoprietor bnjy of a vaft uninhabited defert 
.f The emperor and his minifters trefe fo fenfiblc 
of this, and fo JoUcitous (o preyeot the extini^oa 
,of the Indian rape,; which thiie^t^ened to jreader.their 
acquifitions of ng value , that ftom timQ ;tp time 
variofus la ws^, which I hay? mentioned^ had been 
made for fecuring to that- qnhappy people morp 
gentle and equitable trenm^^ptl ,But the diftancfc 
,of America from tl^e feat of empire, the feebleness 
,of government in the new colwies , the avarice and 
^audacity of fbldiers unaccufto^naed to reftraipt^ pro- 
vented thefe fajptary regulations from opci'4.cing 
with any confiderable infiueqcew The evil cpriti* 
nued to gro>jf ^ and at this time the emperor found 
an interval, of leifure from the affairs of Eprop^ ip 
take it into attentive confide^ajtion^ He cpnfulted The perftot 
. not only with his minifters aqd the members >{)f thp ^'^ ^^j*** 
council of the Indies, but calle;d upon .fieveral 
perfons who had refided long in the New Wprjld, to 
aid them with the refult of thejr experience and 
Dbfervadon. Fortunately for the people of Amo- 
/ica^t among thefe was Bartholomew de las ^a&^ 
who happened to be then at Madrid on a miflion 
from a Chapter of his order at Cbiapa^\ Though, 
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B 0' (y ic 4iflce *he mifcafti^ge ot tiis former (chern^ for tfHe 
VI. relief of the Indians, be had continued fluit up iii 
'!♦**, his cloifter, or occupied in religious fuhflions, hi» 
zeal in behalf of* the former objeds of his 'pity 
-was fo far from abating, that, from an increafe^ 
knowledge of their fufferings , its ardor had ao^* 
Jinented: He feized* eagerly this opporturtity^df 
reviving his favorite maxims concerning tte 
treatment of the Indians. With the moving elo- ' 
quence natural to 'a man on whofe mind thfe 
fcenes which he had beheld had made a deep 
impreffion , he defcribed the irreparable waftc -oi 
the hiimaa fpecies in the New World , the Indiati 
race almod totally fwept away in the iflands ikt 
lefstham fifty years, and haftening to extindio^ oh 
the continent .with the fame rapid deeajr. WlA 
the decifive tone of one ftrongiy prepofleffcd^with 
the truth of his own fyftem , he imputed all thfc 
" :to a fingle caufe , to the exadlidns and cruelty of 
his countrymen , and contended that nothing cbuKl 
* -prevent the <iepopulation of America ^ but the <fc- 
elafring of its natives to be freemen, and treating 
them as fubjeds ^ not as flayes. Nor did he cofi- 
fide for the fuccefs ^f this propofal in the pbwiSta 
jofliis oratory alone. In order to enforce them,' lite 
cbmpofed bis famous^ treatife> <xJncerniflg the d4- 
jftrudion of America *^ , in which* he relates, with 
many horrid circunlftftnces , but with apparent 
marks of exaggerated defcription , the devaftatiok 
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jof every province vihid^ hayi been vifite<l by the 
Spaniards. 

The emperor wa? deeply afflided with the r^ 
cital of fo inany actons locking to hunoanity. 
But as his views «x,tended for beyond ^thpfe of Las 
.Cafgs, he perceived :$hiitfr6licving the Indians from 
:oppre(Son was but one ftep towards rendering his 
4>o(rpffions in the New WprJd a valuable acquifi* 
.tk>n, and would be of littfle avail, unlefs he coul(l 
'Circu.mfcribe the power and ufurpationsof his owp 
fijbje^ thete. The cqnqgejrprs of Anoefic^ ^ ho w* 
evei; gr^t t|ieir naerit had been towards their coun* 
liry, WfC^ Hioftly pt rfo^s of fuch mean birth, and oi 
•fuqh iir^ »bje(^ rank in Jociety, as gave no diRinq- 
jtion in tkt cyg of a ijtaoniirch. The cxorbitai^t 
wealth with whi^h fomjc.pf them returned, gav« 
ui^br^e to an.age pot:aci:uOomed to fee men in 
inferipr i^ippditipn elevatecl above their level , and 
riftng to efnulate.or to.furpafs the svncient nobility 
in iplendpr. Tbe territories which their leadei^s 
.b^d .apprc^jiriated to themfelves were of fuch enor- 
mous HJXjtept", thajt 1^ the<:ountry fliouldtevcr be 
iipixprpt^/ iq proportion to. the fertility of the foiJ, 
they uiiift grow too wealthy :and too powerful for 
fufaye^^. It ;^ppeared ,to Charles, that this abufe 
required A jemedy no lefs than the other, and that 
(the r^gDlatiotns concerning bath muft be enforced 
by a mode of government more; vigorous than hs^d 
y^t been introduqed iRto America. 

Wa^ this view he framed a body of law?, 
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BOOK containing many falutaiy appointments with re^ 
VI. fpecft to the conftitution and powers of the fuptemc 
*543. council of the Indies ; concerning the ftati6n and 
jurifdidlion of the royal audiences in different parts 
of America; the adminiftration of jufticc ; the 
order of government, both ecciefiaftical and civil. 
'^Ihcfe were approved of by all ranks of men. 'But 
together with thert) were iffued the following regu- 
lations , which excited unlverlal alarm , and ooca« 
fioned the moft violent convulfiOns : ^That as the 
Ttpartimientos or (hares of land feized by feveral 
perfons appeared to be exceflGvc , the : royal 
audiences are empowered to reduce them to a 
' moderate extent : That upon the death bf any 
conqueror or planter, the lands and Indians gratited 
to him Ihall not dcfcend to his widow or children, 
but return to the crown : That the Indians fliall 
• henceforth be exempted from perfonal fervicc and 
fliall not be compelled to carry the baggage of 
travellers, to labor in the mines, or to dive in 
the pcarl-filheries : That the ftated tribute due by 
them to their fupcrior ihall be afcertained , ami 
they fhall be paid as fervants for any work^ they^ 
voluntarily perform : That all perfons who are or 
have been in public offices', all ccclefiafticsof eveiy 
denomination, all hofpitals and monaffterie^, fhall be 
deprived of the lands and Indians allotted to 
them, and thefe be annexed to the crown : That 
every perfon in Peru, who had any criminal con- 
cern in the contcfts between Pizarro and Almagro , 
(bould forfeit his lands and Indians'*". 

** Hcrtera, dec. 7. lib. vi. c. j. Fernandez, Hift. lik. i. 
c. I, a. 
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An the Spanilh minifters who had hitherto 
been intrufted with the diredion of American 
affairs, and who were be(^ acquainted with the (late 
of the country, remonftrated againft thofe regula- 
tions as ruinous to their infant colonies. Tjiey 
reprefented, that the number of Spaniards, who 
bad hitherto emigrated to the New World was fo 
extremely fmall , that nothing could be expeded 
from any effort of theirs towards improving the 
vaft regions over which they were fcattered ; that 
the fuccefs of every fchcme for this purpofe muft 
depend upon the miniftry and fervice of the In- 
dians, whofe native indolence and averfion to la« 
bpr, no profpeft of benefit or promife of reward 
could furmount ; that the moment the right of im« 
pofing a talk , and exacting the performafict of it^ 
!was taken from their mafters, every work of 
induftry muft ceafe, and all the fources from^ 
'which wealth begun to pour in upon §pain muft 
be ftopt for ever. But Charles tenacious at all 
times of his own opinions, and fo much impreffed 
at prefent with th^ view of the diforders which 
reigned in America, that he was willing to ha« 
zard the application even of a dangerous remedy, 
perfifted in his refolution of publifbing the laws. 
That they might be carried into execution with 
l^eater vigor and authority , he authorized Fran-* 
cifco Tello de ; Sandoval to repair to Mexico as 
Fi/borfor ory fupefintendent of that coufitry, and to 
cooperate with A^^^nio de Mendoza , the viceroy, 
in enforcing them. He appointed Blafco Nugncz 
Vela to, be govcrjaor ofFcru, with the title q£ 

H j» • 
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-U o o k Viceroy ; and in order to ftrcngtbcn his adminit. 
VI. >tration, he eftabliflied a court of royal audience 
IU3. in Lima, in which four lawyers of eminence wer« 
to prefide as judges *'. 

**afof fThe viceroy and fuperintendent failed at the 

the a^wlv. • 

tion itiNew. ^^^ ^^^ > ^"^ ^^ account of the laws which they 
Spaip. Vcre to enforce reached America before thenk 
^he entry of Sandoval into Mexico was viewed as 
ttie prelude of general ruin. The unlimited grant 
of' liberty to the Indians affeded every Spaniaird in 
America without di(Un<^ion, and there was hardly 
one who niight not on fome pretext be included 
tinder the other regulations, and fuffer by^thcm: 
fcut the colony in New Spain had notw been fd 
!ong accuftomed to the r^ftraints of law and autho)^ 
\ rity under the fteady and prudent adminiftratto^ 

of Mendoza , that how mu<th fofcver the ifpirit of 
the new ftatutes V^as detefted and dreaded, no at- 
tempt was made to obdrud the publication <rf 
them' by any aft of violence unbecfiniing fubjedsl 
The magiftrates and principal inhabitants , how* 
iver, prefented dutiful adrfreffes to the vicetc^ 
jitid Ttiperintendent , reprefeniing the fit^l Confer 
quences of enforcing them. Hapgily for them« 
Mciudoza, \>y long refidence in the country, wa$ 
fo' nioroughly acquainted with its ftate, that hfe 
knew what was for its intereft as well as what it 
Could bear; and Sandoval, though new in office^ 
Aitphytd a*degree of moderationlfeldom poffeflfed 
by perfons juft entering upon the exercife of 

*■ " * ' • ' 

^ 2ar9ite, lib. iii. c. 44. Comtfa, «. t^u Vega^ 
p« 3. lib. fii. e. so. 
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powtr. They engaged to fufpeod, for forae time, bo o ] 
the execution of what was ofifcnfive in the new vi. 
laws, and not only confented that a deputation of ***•• 
citizens (hould be fent to Europe to lay before the 
emperor the apprehenfions of his fubjedls in New 
Spain with refpcd to their tendency and effeds, 
but they concurred with them in fupporting their 
fentiments. Charles, moved by the opinion of 
men whofe abilities and integrity entitled them to 
decide concerning what fell immediately under 
their own view, granted fuch a relaxation of tho 
rigor of the laws as re-eftablifhed the colony ia itt 
former tranquillity **. 

In Peru the dorm gathered with an afped (lilL in f%m 
ipore fierce and threatening, and was not fo fooa 
difpelled. The conquerors of Peru, of a rank 
much irrferior to thofe who had fubjeded Mexicoi 
to tne Spanifl) crown , farther removed from the^ 
infpedUon of the parent (late , and intoxicated with 
the fudden acqv^fition of wealth, carried on all 
their operations with greater licence and irreguU-i 
rity than any body of adventurers in the New 
World. Amidfl: the general fubverfion of lawl 
and <Mrder , occafioned by two fucceflive civil wars; 
when each individual was at liberty to decide for 
himfelf, without any guide but his own intereft or 
paflions , this turbulent fpirit rofe above all fenfe 
of fubordination. To men thus corrupted by 
anarchy , the introdudion of regular governnfent, 

** Fcrnandc7, Hil, lib, i. c. j^ 4, s. Vega, p. !!• 
lib. iii. c. 21 , 22. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. v. c. 7. lib. viL 
C. 14, 15. Torqucm. Mun. Ind. lib. v. c. i). 
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,B o o K the power of a viceroy, and the authority of a re- 
VI. fp6dable court of judicature, >¥OuId of themfelves 
1543. have appeared formidable reftraints, to which they 
would have fubi^itted with reludance. But they re- 
' volted with indignation againft the idea of comply- 
ing with laws, by which they were to be dripped at 
once of all they had earned fo hardly during many 
years of fervice and fuflFering.- As the account of 
the new* laws fpread fucceflively through the dif-* 
ferent fettlements, the inhabitants ran together, 
the women in tears, and the men exclaiming' 
againft the injuftice and ingratitude of their fove-^ 
reign in depriving them, unheard and unconvided, 
' of their poffeffions. "Is this," cried they, "the 
recompence due to perfons , who without public' 
aid,, at their own expenfe , and by their own va- 
lor , have fubjeded to the crown of Caflsle (^rri- 
tbries of fuch vaft extent and opulence ? Arc thefe 
the rewards beftowed for having endured unpara- 
Iclled diftrefs, for having encoqfitered every fpe- 
cics of danger in the fervice of their country? 
Whofe merit is fo great , wh6fe condud has been 
fo irreproachable , tljat he may not be condemned 
by fome penal clause in regulations, conceived in- 
terms as ioofe and comprehenfive , as if it had 
been intended that all fhould be entangled in their 
fnare ? Every Spaniard of note in Peru has held 
fome public office , and all, without diftindion,* 
have been conftrained to take an adivt part in the 
conteft between the two- rival chiefs. Were the 
former to be robbed of their property becaufc they 
bad done their duty ? Were the latter to be pu- 
mfhed on account of what they could not avoid ? 
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Shall the conquerors of this great empire, inftead 
of receiviag marks of diftindion , be deprived of 
the natural confolation of providing for their wi« 
dows and children, and leave them to depend for 
fubfiftence on the fcanty fupply they can extort 
from unfeeling courtiers"? We are notable noAWi, 
continued they , to explore unknown regions in 
queft .of more fecure , fettlement ; our conftitu- 
tk>ns , debilitated with age , and our bodies cover* 
ed with wounds, are no longer fit for adive fer» 
vice ; but ftill we poffefs vigor fufficient to:affert 
our juid rights, and we will not tamely fuffer them 
to be wiefted from us *'. " 

By difcourfes of this fort, uttered with vehe- 
mence, and liftened to with univerfal approbatioo, 
their p^ffions were inflamed to fuch a pitch , that 
they were prepared for the moft violent meafures; 
and began to hold confultations in different places, 
how they might oppofe the entrance of the viceroy 
and judges, and prevent not only, the execution 
but the promulgation of the new laws. From this, 
however , they were diverted by the addrefs of 
Vaca dc Cafiro , who flattered them with hopes , 
tha<», as foon as the viceroy and judges fhould ar- 
rive, and bad leifure to examine their petitions and 
remonftrances , they would concur with them in 
endeavouring to procure (bme mitigation in the 
rizoT of laws which had been framed without due^ 
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BOOK attention either to the ftate of the country, dr to 
VT. the fentiments of the people. A greater degree of 
^^W gccoimmodation to thefe, and even fome concefiibns 
on the part of governroent, were now become re- 
quifite to compofe the prefent ferment, and to 
footh the colonifts into fubmiflion , by infpiring 
them with confidence in their fuperiors. But with- 
•out profound difcernment, conciliating manners, 
-and flexibility of temper, fuch a plan could not be 
Th*«hwt carried on. The viceroy poffefled none of thefe, 
tiot!^^ Of all the qualities that fit men for high command, 
cMnMiiy lie was endowed only with integrity and courage; 
ihf viotf«y. ^jj^ former hai»(h and uncomplying, the latter bor- 
dering fo frequently on rafhnefs or obftinacy, that 
in his fituation they were defeds rather than vii^ 
Wifck 4. tUes, From the moment that he landed at Turn* 
bez, Nugnei Vela feems to have confidered him- 
felf merely as an executive officer, without any dit 
cretionary power ; and , regafrdl^fs of whatever he 
r obferved or heard concerning the ftate of the 

country, he adhered to the letter of the regulations 
with unrelenting rigor. In all the towns through 
which he paffed , the natives wC^re declared to be 
free, every perfon in public office was deprived of 
liis lands and fervants ; and as an example of obe« 
dience to others , he would not fuffer a fingte In- 
dian to be employed in carrying his own baggage 
in his march towards Lima. Amazement and 
confternation went before him as he approached; 
^nd fo little folicitous was he to prevent thefe from 
augmenting, that, on entering the capital, he 
openly avowed that he came to obey the ordefs 
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Xii\aw fovercign , not to' difpenfe with his laws, b d t) K 
This harih declaration was accompanied with what vi. 
rendered it fliil more intolerable , faaughtinefs in *^^** 
deportment, a tone of arrogance and decifion in * 
difcourfe , and an infolence of office grievous to 
lijen little accuftomed to bold civil authority in 
high refped. Every attempt to procure a fuC 
penfion or mitigation of the new laws, the viceroy 
confidered as flowing from a fpirit of difaffedion 
that tended to rebellion. Several perfons of rank 
were confined , and fome put to death , without 
ariy form of trial. Vaca de Caftro was arretted , 
and notwithftanding the dignity of his former 
rank, and his merit in having prevented a general 
infarrec^on in the colony, he was loaded with 
chains, and ihut up in the common jail '^ 

But however general the indignation wa&againft Thenuiib 
fuch proceedings, it is probable the hand of autho- ^ontentt 
rity would have been ftrong enough to fupprefs it, zaioVixart* 
or to prevent its burfting out with open violence, to bt their 
if the malecontents had not been provided with a *** "* 
leader of credit and eminence to unite and to di- 
Te<a their efforts. From the time that the purport 
of the new regulations was known in Peru, every 
Spaniard there turned his eyes towards Gonzalo 
Pizarro , as the only perfon able to avert the ruin 
with which they threatened the colony. From all 
quarters, letters and addreffes were fent to him, 
conjuring him to fland forth as their common 

"^ Zaratc,lih iv. c. 2 j, a4, 29. Gomara, c, 195—^1?^^ 
V^, p. II. lib.iv. c 4, $. Fernandez, lib,i c. 6—" •*•• 
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BOOR protedor, and offering to fapport bim in the atten^ 
.^i. with , their lives and fortunes. Gonzald, .though 
'^^3. inferior in talents to his other brothers, was equally . 
ambitious , and of courage no le£i darings The 
behaviour of an ungrateful court towards his bro- 
thers and himfelf , dwelt continually on his mtndt 
Ferdinand a ftatc-prifoner in'Europe, the children 
of the governor in cuQody of the viceroy , and fcnt 
aboard his fleet, himfelf reduced to the ctmditioa 
of a; private citizen in a country, for the difcovery 
and conqueft of which Spain was indebted to his 
family. Thefe thoughts prompted him to feek foe 
vengeance, an^ to affert the rights of his family » 
of which he now confidered' himfelf as the.guav- 
dian and the heir. But as no Spaniard can eafily 
furmount that veneration for ht& fovereign wbick 
feems to b& interwoven in bis frame, the idea, of 
inarching in arms againft tbe ro3^1 ftandard filled 
liim with horror. He hefitated long, and was ftiil 
unrefolyed, when the violence of the viceroy, the 
univerfal call of his countrymen, and the certainty 
of becoming foon a viAim himfelf to the feverity of 
the new laws, moved hitn to quit his refidence at 
Chuqqifaca de la Plata, and repair to Cuzco. All 
the inhabitants went out to meet him, and re- 
c«ived him with tranfports of joy as the deliverer 
of the colony. In the fervor of their zeal , th^ 
eieded him procurator^ general of the Spanifii na« 
tion in Peru , to folicit tbe repeal of the late regu« 
lations. They empowered him to lay their rd- 
roonftrances before the royal audience in Lima, 
and upon pretext of danger from the Indiaos^ 
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authorized him to inarch thither in arms/ Under book 
landion of this nomination Pizarro took poffeffion vi. 
of the royal treafure , appointed officers, levied 
foldiers, feized a large train of artillery which 
Vaca de Ca(lro had depofited in Guamanga , and 
fet out for Lima , as if he had been advancing 
againft a public enemy. Difaffedlion having now 
affumed a regular form , and being united under 
a chief of fuch diftinguifhed name, many perfons 
of note reforted to his ftandard ; and a confider- 
able part of the troops , raifed by the viceroy to 
oppofe his progreft, deferted to him in a body*'. 

Before Pizarro reached Lima, a revolution had' 
happened there, which encouraged him to proceed 
with almoft certainty of fuccefs. The violence of court of^ 
the viceroy's adminiftration was not more formi-. ■"^'*"*^* 
dable tto the Spaniards of Peru than his overbear-' 
iflg haughtinefs was odious to his aflbciates, the 
judges of the royal audience. During their* ' 
voyage from Spain, fome fymptoras of coldnefc' ^ 
between the viceroy and them began to appear ". 
But as foon as they entered upon the exercife of 
their refpedive offices , both parties were fo much . 
exafperated by frequent contefts, arifing from in- 
terference of jurifdiiSion , and contrariety of opi-* - 
xiion, that their mutual difguft foon grew into 
open enmity. The judges thwarted the viceroy 
in every meafure, fet at liberty prifoners whom 

Zarate, lib. v. c. i% Gomar^, c. x^6, 157., 
Vc^, p. II. lib, iv. c. 4.— 12, Fernandez, lib.i. c. 12. 
— 17. Herrcra, dec. 7. lib. vii. c. 18, &6. lib. viii. c. i — %. 
** Qomara, c. 171. 
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B 0,0 K he had confined, juftified the maleconloits., nrni 

VI. applauded their remonftrances. At a time whe» 

»^^** both departments of government fbould have 

united againft the approaching enemy , they were 

contending with each other for fuperiority. The 

The ▼icfrty judges at length prevailed. The viceroy , .univer- 

imprifpned, £g^\y odious , and abandoned even by bis owa 
** guards , was feized in his palace , and carried to a 

defert ifland on the coafl;, to be kept there until 
he could be fent home to Spain. 

m!lT\^^ The judges, in confequence of this, having 
aSumed the fupreme diredion 6f afeirs into their 
own hands , iflued a proclamation fufpending the 
cscecution of the obnoxious laws , and fent a met 
fkge to Pizarro , requiring him , as they had already 
granted whatever he could requeft, to difmifs his 
troops , and to repair to Lima with fif tten or 
twenty attendants. They could hardly exped that 
a man fo daring and ambitious would tamely com- 
' ply with this requifition. It was made , probably, 
with no fuch intention, but only to throw a de-» 
cent veil over their own condud ; for Cepeda , th^ 
prelident of the court of audience , a pragmatical 
and afpiring lawyer , feems to have held a fecrct 
correfpondence with Pizarro, and had already 
formed the plan, which he afterwards executed , 
of devoting himfelf to his fervice. The imprifon-; 
ment of the viceroy, the ufurpation of the judges, 
together with the univerfal confufion and anarchy 
confequent upon events fo Angular and unexpeded, 
opened new and vaft profpeds to Pizarro. He 
tiow beheld the fupreme power within his reach. 
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iKor^did be vrant courage to jiulh on towards the b o k 
ob)eft ^hich f6Ttune prefcnted to his view. Car- vi. 
ivajal, the prompter of bis refolutions, and guide ^^^^f 
of sdlfhis adions , had long fixed his eye upon it 
as the oitlyend-at which Pizarro ought to aim* 
Intlead of the inferior fuirdlion of proi:urator for 
the Spanifti fetdemcnts in Peru;, he openly di- 
mandcfd to fee governor and captain-general of tHc 
whole province, and required the court of audi- 
ence to grant him a commiffion to that c£Fedt At 
the head of twelve hundred men, within a mile df 
Lima , where there was neither leader nor army to 
oppofe him , fuch a requeft carried with it the aii- 
^thority of a conmiand. But the judges, either 
A-om linwiHingnefs to relinquilh power, or from 
adefire of prefcrving fonvc attention to appear- 
ances, hcfitated, orfeemed tohefitate, about coni- 
^ykl^'with what he demanded. Carvajal, impatieilt He nrntmn 
^ delay, dS^ impetuous in all his operations, march- »hcgo?«rii» 
^ itf%(> kht city by night, Teiied feveral officers 
•0f cliAJndidn obnoxious to Pizarro , and hanged 
them without the formality of a trial. Next morri- 
iog the court of audience iffued a commiffion in 
ihe emperot's name, appointing Pizarro governor 
■of Pcrd , with ^uU powers, dvil asr well as mill- 
taty, and he entered the town that day with ex- 
traordinary pomp, to uke pofifeffion of his new 
dignity *V 

•• Zarate, lib. v- e. 8—10. Vega, p, fi. lilj, ir. 9* 
I}.-*-! 9. Gdiilto, c. 159— i^j* Femandct, J^b, i. c. 
ig — as. Mftrtta, 4««. 7. lib, erili» Q. ^o-*M. - - ' 
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BOOR But amidft the diforder and turbuleitce which 

VI. accompanied this tot^l diffolution of the ftiiaat 

1S44. of government, the minds of men» fct loofe from 

The viceroy the Ordinary reftraints of law and authority, aded 

movers bis with fuch capricious irregularity, that c^vents no 

liberty. j^g extraordinary than un^xpeded followed in a 

rapid fucceffion. Pizarro had fcarcely begun to 

rcxercifc the new powers with which he was iiv 

.veiled, when he beheld formidable enemies rife 

up to oppofe him. The viceroy having been pwt 

on board a veflel by the judges of the audiencfc^. 

, in order that he migh|: be carried to Spain under 

^cuftody of Juan Alvarez , one of their own nunv 

ber; as foon as. they were out at fca, Alvarez » 

either touched with remorfe or moved by fear, 

kneeled down to his pf^foner, declaring him from 

.that moment to be free,, and that he hitufelf.^ftQtl 

cv^ry perfon in the fliip, would ^ob^ him, a^ the 

legal reprefentative of, their fover^i^ Nugncc^ 

Vela ordered the pilot of the veflel ^ to A»pe his 

courfe towards Tumbez, and as foon as he land* 

.ed there, ereded the royal ftandard, aiid refum- 

cd his fundions of viceroy. Sevecal perfons of 

note, to whom the contagion of the {editions 

fpirit which reigned at Cuzco an^ Lima had, n^ 

- reached^ inftantly avowed their refolution to fq^- 

' - rport^ his;^uthority •*. The violence of - Pizarro s 

government i who obferVed every indiyidu^ 

with the jealouly natural to ufurpers , and who 

;. •* Z^jnte^ libt T. e^g. Gomarar c. i65./Feniaadez^ 
lib. it c. ^J. , JH«TWI, 4CC..7. iib^ viii*,C# is* : 
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punilbed every appearance of difafifedion with book 
unforgiving feverity, foon augmented the number vi. 
•of the viceroy's aidherents , as it forced fome 
leading men in the colony to fly* to him for re- 
fuge. While he was gathering fuch ftrength at 
fTumbeZy that his forces began to aflfume the a|^ 
'pearance of what was confidered as an army m 
(America , Di^go Centcno , a bold and adive offi- 
cer , exafperated by the cruelty and oppreffion qf 
»Pizarro's lieutenant-governor in the province of 
'Charcas, formed a confpiracy againft his life, 
'cut him off, and declared for the viceroy **. ' 

Pizarro, though alarmed with thofe appear- ,54;. 
aiices of hoftility in the oppofit^ extremes of the P«««n* 
•tmpirc, was not difconcerted. He prepared to agtinfti,ini. 
affert the authority to which he had attained, with 
the fpirit and conduift of an officer accuftomcd to 
command^ and marched diredly againft the vice- 
<roy as the enemy who was ncareft as well as moft 
formidable. As he was matter of the public re- 
'^enues in Peru, and moft of the military men 
^were attached to his family, his troops were fo 
t numerous, that the viceroy, unable to fece them, 
retreated towards Quito. Pizarro followed him ; 
and in that long march , through a wild moun- 
tainous country, fuffered hardfliips and encouil- 
tered difficulties, Svliich no troops but thofe ac- 
* cuftomed to ferve in America could have endured 
or furmounted ". The viceroy had fcarctly reached 

** Zarate, lib. v. c. ig. Gomara, c, 169, Herrera, 
dec. 7. lib. ix. c. »V ' ''"Sec NOTE XVI. 
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BOOK Quito, when the van-guard of Pizarro's fbtcts ap- 
VL peared , led by Carvajal , who , though near fouc- 
»^4S. fcorc, was as hardy and adiveas any young fol- 
jlier under his command. Nugnez Vela inftantly 
abandoned a town incapable of defence, and witli 
a rapidity more refembling a flight than a re^i;r^at» 
inarched into the province of Pop^yan. VxzMVO 
continued to purfue ; but finding it impoffible to 
overuke him, returned to QwHov From jtljaioc 
Ke difpatched Carvajal to oppofe Centeno, who 
was growing formidable in the fouthern p^oviac^ 
of the empire, and he himfelf remained there to 
.make head againftthe viceroy*** 
Thevictro? By his own activity, and the aliiftanc^ of B^ 
*«&"«*• nalcazar, Nugnez Vela foon ,aflfeinb|ed four hun- 
dred men in Popayan. As hci^etai^ed^ ar(nidft.^l 
,hi$ difafters, the ikme ekyaftion of, mind , an)i tfee 
fame high fenfe of his oWp dignity ,jhe rej^^d with 
. difdain the advice of fome of his follo^ef s ^ whp 
urged him to make overtures of accommo^tifin 
to Pizarro , declaring that it was only by the fwpjrd 
154^ that a conteft with rebels could be decided. W'^h 
this intention he marched back to Qiuito. ^i^f^, 
relying on the fuperior number, ^ and ftill mc^e j^n 
the difcipline and valor of his troops, adva;nced 
Itananris.. refolutcly to meet him. The -battle , was sfi^ce and 
bloody, both parties fighting like nacn who kn?^ 
that the poffeffion of a great empire, the fate pf 

1 . * . >', .iiJi :.) 

** Zarate, lib. V. c. 15, 16 — 24. Gomara, c. 167. Vega» 
p» II. lib. iv. c« as — ag. Fernandez, lib. ji* c. 74. 40» 
llerrera, dec. 7. lib. viil. c, .i6. ao— 27.. 
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thefr leaders , and their own future fortune; de- book 
pended upon the iffue of that day. But Pizarro's vi. . 
veterans puQied forward with fuch regular and ««*^* 
•wcll-diredled force , thao they foon began to make 
impreflion on their enemies. The viceroy, by ex- 
traordinary exertions, Jn which the abilities of a 
commander and the courage of a foldier were 
equally difplayed , held vidory for fome time in 
fufpenfe. At length he fell, pierced with many ua flaiik 
wounds; and the rout of his followers became 
general. They were hotly purfued. His head 
was cut off, and placed on the public gibbet in 
Quito, which Pizarro entered in triumph. The 
troops affembled by Centeno were difperfed foon 
alter byCarvajal, and he himfelf compelled to fly 
to jthe mountains , where he remained for fcveral 
months concealed in a cave. Every perfon in 
Peru , from the frontiers of Popayan to thofe of 
Chili , fubmitted to Pizarro ; and by his Heet , un^ 
dcr Pedro deHinOJofa, he had not only the unri* 
yalled command of the South-Sea, but had taken 
pofieffion of Panama , and placed a garrifon in 
Nombre de Dios, on the oppofite fide of the 
ifthmus , which rendered him mafter of the only 
avenue of communication between Spain and 
Peru, that was ufcd at that period**. 

After this decifive vidory, Pitarro and his Pfzamad* 
followers remained for fome time at Quito, and J}^^^*^ 

^^ ' rume Che 

• ' Zarate, lib. v, c. j i , 5 1 . Goma^^ c. 1 70. Vega, p. 1 1 . ^y^*'*^ 
lib. iv. c. n> U- Fernandez, lib. i. c. si— S4. Herrera, . *"' 
dec. 7. lib. X.C. la. i9~;&2. die. 8. lib.i. c i— j.Bcnzo, 
Bb. ui. c. 12. 

Vol. m, I 
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a K f}jwng the firft tranfports of their exultation, thcf 
yu ray into every excefs of licentious indulgence, with 

^?p»<J« tfae riotous fpirit ufual among low adventurers 
upon extraordinary fuccefs. But amidH this dil^ 
fipation^ their chief and his confidents were obliged 
to turn their thoughts fometiraes to wha^ was fe* 
yious, and deliberated wkh n>uch folicitude con- 
cerning the part that he ought now to take. Car* 
vajal , no lefs bold and decifive in counfel than in 
the field, had from the beginning warned Pizarro, 
that inrihp career on which he was entering ,. it was 
. vain t& think of holding a middle courfe; that he 
Hiuft eithec boldly aim at all, or attempt nothing. 
From the time that Pizarro obtained pofleflion of 
the government of Peru , he inculcated the fame 
Hoaxim with greater earneftnefs. Upon receiving 
an a«ccountof the vidory at Qp ito , he remonftrated 
with him in a toneftill more peremptory. "You 
haveufurped (faid he, in a letter written to Pizarro 
Ofi that occaGon) the fqpreme power in this coun- 
Vy , in contiempt of the emperor s commjffion td 
Ui€ vicefoy. You have marched , in hoftile array, 
ags^ind the royal ftandard; you have attacked the 
reprefentative of your fovereign in the field, have 
. dt^caded him., and cut off his head. Think not 
that ever a monarch will forgive fuch infults on his 

^ - dignity , or that any reconciliation with him can be 
QOf dial or (^icere^ J^epcnd no longeron the pre-* 
- . carious favor of. another. AlTumc yourfelf the 
fovercignty over a country, to the dominion of 
which your fgnjiily has .4 jtitk founded on the rights 
both of difcovery and conqueft. It is in your 
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power to attach every Spaniard in Peru of ^|r book 
confequence inviolably to yonr intcreft by liberal vi. 
grants of lands and of. Indians, or by ipftituting '^♦*' 
ranks of not)ility, and creating titles of honor, 
fimiiar to thofe which are courted with fo f^uch 
eag^rnefs in Europe. By eftablifhing orders of. 
knighthood , with privileges and diftindions re- 
fcnnbling thofe in Spain, you may beftdw a grati- 
fication upon the officers in yourfervice, fuited to 
the ideas of military men. Nor is it to your coun- 
trymen only that you ought to attend ; endeavour 
to gain the natives. By marrying the Coy a, or, 
daughter of the Sun next in fucceflion to the crown> 
you will induce the Indians, out of veneration foi; 
the blood of their ancient princes , to unite with 
the Spaniards in fupport of your authority. Tbus^ 
at the head of the ancient inhabitants o( Peru, as 
well as of the new fettlers there , you miay fet at 
defiance the power of Spain , and repel with eaf\e 
any feeble force which it can fend at fuch a dif- 
tance. " Ce'peda, the lawyer, who was now Pi* 
^rro's confidential counfellor, warmly fecoqded 
Carvajars exhorutions, and employed ^yhatevec * 

learning be pofleffed in demonftrating, th^tall the 
{Dunders of great mqnarchits had been raifed . to 
pre-eminence , not by the anticjuity of their lineage^ 
or the validity of their rights, but by their owa 
afpiring valor and perfonal merit*'. 
I^i^jrro liftened attentively to both, and could Rut chuff s 

*' Vega, p. ii.. lib. xv. c. 40. Fernandc2,' lib. i. c. J4« 
lib^,iii» c. 1. 49. ti«rtfra, d^c. 8- lib. ij^ o* |o. 
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o K ^Bconceal the facisfadllon with which he comemf* 

VI. ^fSFtpd the objed that they pr^fented to his view. 

wiihtkt ^"^ happily for the tranquillity of the world, few 

cowrtof men pofTefs that fuperior ftrength of mind, and 

«F^"- extent of abilities, which are capable of forming 

and executing fuch Haring fchemes, as cannot be 

accomplifiied without overturning the eftablifiied 

I order of fociety , and violating thofe luaxims o£ 

duty which men are accuftomed to hold iacred# 

The mediocrity of Pizarro's talents ciitumfcribed 

bis ambition within more narrow limits. Inftead 

of afpiring at independent power , he confined bit 

views to the obtaining^ from the court of Spain t 

confirmation of the authority which he now pofr 

fcSed; and for that purpofe, he fent an officer of 

diftindion thither, to give fuch a reprefentaHon of 

his condud , and of the ftate of the country ,' as 

might induce the emperor and his miniflers , either 

from inclination or from neceffity , to continue him 

in his prefent flation. 

Cottfiiiti. While Pizarro was deliberating with refped M 

ipknhhnU^^^P^^ which he fhould take, confultations were 

lield in Spain , with no lefs folicitude , concerning the 

sneafures '^hich ought to be pnrfued in order to re« 

cftablifh the emperor'^ authority in Peru. Thought 

unacquainted with the laft excefTes of outrage ta 

which themalecontentshad proceeded in that couii« 

try , the court had received an account of the infur- 

redion againfl the viceroy, of his imprifonment, and 

the ufurpation of the government by Pizarro. A 

ftvoiUtion fo alarming called for an immediate inter* 

pofltion of the emperor's jibilities and authority. 
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But as be was fully occupied at that time in Gcr- book 

many, in concluding the war againft the famous vi. 

league of Smalkalde , one of the mpft interefting and *^^ 

arduous enterprifes in his reign, the care of providing 

a remedy for the diforders in Peru devolved upon 

^^^is foa Philip J and the counfellors whom Charfes 

}iad appointed to afllft him in the government of 

Spain during his abfence. At firft view, the ac* 

-tions of Pizarro and his adherents appeared fo re« 

'pugnant to the duty of fubjedls towards their fo* 

vereign , that the greater part of the minifters in- 

•fifted oa <leclaring them inAantly to be guiky of 

tebelUon, ,and on proceeding to punifh them with 

exemplary rigon But when the fervor of their . 

seal and indignation began to abate , innumerable 

obftades to the execution of this meafure prefented 

themfelves* The veteran bands of infantry, the 

ibrength and glory of the Spanifli armies, were 

then employed in Ccrnmny« Spain , exhaiifted of 

men and money by a long feiies of wars, in which 

ibe had been involved, by the reftleb ambition of 

two fucceflive monarchs , couM not eafily equip aa 

^armament of iiifficieni force to redtice Pizarra To 

tranfport any refpe<3able body of troops to a 

country fo remote as Peiu, appeared aimoft im« 

po0ible. While Pizarro continued mafter of the 

South-Sea, the dire A route by Nombre de Dios 

and Panama wa$ impra<^abie. An attempt to 

majrch t6 Quito by land through the new kingdooi 

of Oranada , and the province of Popayan, acrofii 

regions of vaft extent » defolate ^ unhealthy , or uk 

habited by fierce and hoilile tribes » would be 

Is 
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:bo o li Mten^ed with uafurmountable dagger ami biardfhtpi. 
VI. The paffage to the South-Sea by the Stipaits of 
i54<. IVIagellan Was fo tedious, fo uncertain, and /b 
little known m that age, that no confidence could 
be placed in any effort carried on in a fcourfe of 
navigation fo reniote and precarious. Nothing 
-.then remained but to refinquifh the fyftem which , 
-the ardor of their loyalty had lirft fuggefted, and 
-to attempt by lenient meafures what could not be 
.'cffcded by force. : It was manifeft, f rom Pizarro's 
folicitude to reprefent his condud in a favoi;able 
light to the emperor, that, notwitbftafuiing thie 
fexceffes of which he had been guilty., he (tillie- 
i iained fentiments of veneration for his Ipvereign. 
rBy a proper, application to thefe , together with 
fibme fuch concellions as fhould difcbyer a fpirk 
•jof moderation and forbearaftcc in government?, 
-there was ftill room to hope that be niight be .yet , 
reclaimed, or the ideas of loyalty naf^ural to Spa*^ 
xiiards might fb fair revive aniong his followers^ 
that they would no; longer lend their aid tO Uphold 
bis ufurped authority. . . 
oaftaap- iThc fuccbfe, however, of. this negociatiorf, no 
repair to^ Jcfs ' dejicatc than it ^was important , depended ed-^ 
Peru M pre* lirely on the abilitiips yaM addrefs of the perfon tt> 
***•■** whom it fh^ould be committed. After weighing 
with much at.tentidn the comparative noerit ol 
various persons, the Spanilh minifters fixed with 
unanimity of choice upon Pedro de la Gaffca^-a 
•prieft in no^igher ftatioh than that of counfelldr 
to the Inquifition. Though in no public office , Ifc 
bad been occafiodalJy^ cmpteycd by government ito 
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affairs of truft and confequcnce, and had conduc- 
ed them with no lefs Ikill than fuccefs; difplayin^ 
a gentle and infinuating temper, accompanied with 
much firmnels; probity, fuperior to any feeling of 
private intereft; and a cautious circumfpedion in 
6)ncerting meafui'es, followed by fuch vigor in 
executing them , as, is rarely found in alliance with 
the other. Thefe qualities marked him. out fox thje 
fundion to which he was deftined. The ei^peror, 
to whom Gafca was not unknown, warmly ap* 
proved of the choice, and communicated it to him 
in a letter, containing expreflBons of good-will anid 
confidence , no lefs honorable to the prince who 
wrote, than to the fubjedl who received it. Gafcl, 
notwithftanding his advanced age and feeble 
conftitution, and though, from the apprehenfiojis 
natural to a pan,< who, during the courfe of his 
life,. had never been out of his own country, he 
dreaded the cffeds of a long voyage , and of an 
unhealthy climate*', did not hefitate a momeiit 
about complying with the will of his fovereign. 
But as a proof that it was from this principle 
alone he aAed , he refufed a bifhopric which was 
offered to him, in order t;hat he might appear in 
Peru with a more dignified charadler; he would 
accept of no higher title than that of prefidcnt 
of the court pf audience in Lima ; md declare4 
that he would receive no falary on account of 
his difchargipg the duties of that office. All he 
required was, that the expenfe of fupporting his 
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BOO K family (bould be defrayed by the public, and a> 
vt. he was to go like a minifter of peace with his 
i54<5. gown and breviary, and without any retinuevbut 
a few domeftics, this would not load the revenue 
with any enormous burden **. 
The pawm But while he difcovered fuch difinterefted mo* 
tt wra?*** deration with refped to whatever related perfonally 
to himfelf , he demanded his official powers in a 
very different tone. He infilled , as he was to be 
employed in ^ country fo remote from the feat of 
government , where he could not have recourfe to 
his fover^ign for new inftrudions on every emer- 
gency, and as the whole fuccefs of his nego- 
ciations muft depend upon the confidence which 
the people with whom he had to treat could ptat^e 
in the extent of his powers, that he ought to be 
inverted with unlimited authority; that his juriH 
didion mud reach to all perfons and to all caufes; 
that he murt be empowered to pardon ^ topuaift, 
or to reward, as circumftances and the behaviour 
of different men might require; that, in cafe of 
refirtance from the malecontents, he might be au- 
thorized to reduce them to obedience by force of 
arms, to levy troops for that purpofe, and to call 
for affiftaiice from the governors of all the Spaniflb 
fettlements in America. Thefe powers , though 
manifeftly conducive to the great objeds of his 
miflipn, appeared to the Spanilh minirters to-be 

•* Zarate, Kb. vL c. 6. Gomara, c. 1 74. Fernandez, lib. ii. 
•• T47-16. Vega, p. II. lib* ▼. c. i. Herrera, dec*g« lib. L 

0. 4, &G. 
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inalienable prerogatives of royalty, which ought 
not to be delegated to a fubjed , and they refufed 
to .grant them. But the emperors views were 
Oiorc enlarged. As from the nature of' his employ- 
ment, Gafca muft be intruded with difcretionary 
power in feveral points , and all his efforts might 
prove ine&dual if he was circumfcribcd in any 
one particular, Charles fcrupled not to inveft btfii 
with authority to the full extent that he demanded. 
Highly fatisfied with this frefb proof of his mafte/s 
confidence, Gafca haftened his departure, and|^ 
without either money or troops , fet out to quell 
a formidable rebellion **. " 

On his arrival at Norobre de DiOs , he found 
Hernan Mexia, an officer of note, pofted there, 
by order of Fizarro, with a confiderable body of 
men , to oppbfe the landing of any hoftile forces. 
But Gafca appeared in fuch pacific guife, with a 
train ia little formidable , and with a title oF no 
fuch dignity as to excite terror, that he was re- 
ceived with much refpeft. From Nombrc de Dio» 
he advanced io Panama, and met with a (imilar 
reception from Hinojbfa, whom Pizarro had in^ 
trufted with the government of that town , and th^' 
command of his fleet flrationed there. In botk 
places be held the fame language , declaring that 
he was fent by theif fovereign as a meflenger of 
peace, not as a minifter of vengeance; that be 
pme to redrefs all their grievances, to revoke the 
laws which bad excited alarm, to pardon paft 
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BOOK offences, and tp re^ftabiifh order and juftice in tVk 
vu government of Peru. His mild deportment, the 
***^ fimplicity of his manners , the fandlity of his profef- 
fion, and a winning appearance of candor, gained 
credit to his declarations. The veneration due to a 
perfon clothed with legal authority , and ading in 
virtue of a royal commiflion, began to revive 
among tnen accuftoroed for fome time to- nothing 
more refpedable than an ufurped jurifdidion. 
Hinojofa, Mexia, and feveral other officers of 
diftindtion , to each of whom Gafca applied fepa* 
rately, were gained over to his intereft, and 
ivaited only for fome deqent occafion of declaring 
Joperily in his favor •'**. 

Vfotortpto- This the violence of Pizarrb foon afforded them. 

pTisf^ *^ -^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^ heard of Gafc^*s arrival at Pacjama, 
though he received, at the fame time, an account 
of tha nature of his commiflion, and was informed 
,of his offers not only to repder every Spaniard 
in Peru eafy concerning what was pad, by an 
;a<ft of general oblivion; but fecure with refped: 
to the future , by repealing' the obnoxious laws ; 
inftead of accepting with gratitude his fovereign*s 
'^acious conceflions, he was fo much exafperated 
iOu finding that he was not to be continued in 
his (lation as governor of the country i that be 
indantly refolved to oppofe the prefident's entry 
into Peru, and to prevent his exercifing any 
jorifdidiop there. To this defperate refolution he 

*** Fernand«z , lib. ii. c. 2f, &c. Zarate, lib. W. C 6, 7* 
Gomara^ g. 175* Vega, p. 11. lib* v. c« j* 
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tddcd ftQotbef highly prepo(lerou$. He fenta n<^w o e Q i| 
deputation to Spain to jtidify this condud, aiid vf. 
to infift, in nanoe of ali the communities in Penn *'^** 
for a confirmation of thfe government to himfdf 
during life, a$ t;be only means of preferving tran^ 
quillity there. The perfons intrufled with this 
Arange commiflion , intimatecl the intention of 
Pizarro to ^he prefident, and required him, iii 
his name, to depart from Panama and return to 
Spain. They . carried like wife iecret inftrudions tp 
Hinojola, diiscijling him to offer Gafca a prefent 
of fifty thoufand pefos , if' he wduld^ comply 
voluntarily with what^was dejosanded of him; an4 
if he fhould continue obftin^te, to cut him oiQf 
either by ai&flination or poifon'*'. > 

IVlanycircun)(lances concurred in piiQiing oa G»rc«8tiat 
Pizarro to thofe wild Kneafufcs. HaVintg been once *»»*•«««• 
accuftomed to fupreme command, he could not 
bear the thoughts df oefcending to a private flatioiu 
Confcious of his own demerit, he fufpeded that 
the emperor ftudied ortly to deceive him , an4 
Wuld never p!ardon the ouuages which he ba^ 
committed. His chief coiifidentsr, no lefs guiltyt^ 
entertained the £ime apprehenfibns. The approach 
of Gafca without any miliury force excited no 
terror. Thefe were now above" fix thoufand Spa- 
niards fettled in Peru ^*^ , and at the head of thcjp 
•he doubted not to maintain his own indej^endence, 

**' Zarate, iib.vu c'g. Fernandez, lib. iL c. }}» )4- 
Herrera, dec. ^. lib. ii. c. 9, 10. 

"*'Herrer(f., dec. 8».lib. iii. c- i. . •*» 
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B B if the court of Spain fbould refufe to grant 
Vh what he required. But he knew not that a fpirit 
of defedion had already begun to fpread amon^ 
thofe whom he trufted moft. Hinojo&, amazed at 
Pizarro*s precipitate refolution of fetting himfelf 
in oppofition to the etnperoFs commiffioO) and 
difdaining to be his inftrument in perpetrating tht 
odious crimes pointed out in his fecret in(lrudions» 
publicly recognifed the title of the prefident to 
the fupreme authority in Peru. The officers under 
his command did the fame. Such was the contagi* 
ous influence of the example , that it reached 
even the deputies who had been fent from Peru ; 
and at the time when Pirarro expeAed to liear 
either of Gafca's return to Spain , or ^f his deaths 
he received an account^ of his being mafter of 
the fleet 9 of Panama i and of the troops Rationed 
there. 
,^4^^ Irritated almofl: to madne(s by events fo uMx^ 

Pitarrort. pe<fted, hc Openly prepared for war; and in ordor 
ibivtsea ^^ ^j^^ £^^^ color of juftice to his arms, he 
appointed the court of audience in Lima to proceed 
to the trial of Gafca, for the crimes of having 
ieized his fhips, feduced his officers, and prevented 
his deputies from proceeding in their voyage to 
Spain. Cepeda, th6ugh ading as a juc^e in virtue 
^ of the royal commiflion, did not fcrupie to profti- 
tute the dignity of his funAion by finding Galea 
guilty of treafon, and condemning hiiQ to death 
on that account'*'. Wild, tod even ridicutous, as 

'*• Fernandez, lib^ii c. sf. Vega, p. ii.lib.T.c. j. 
Herreta, dec» £• lib. iiL c. d« 
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this proceeding was, it impofed on the low illlter* o o o 9 
ate adventurers , with whom Peru was filled , bjr Vi. 
Ac femblancc of a legal fandtion warranting Pizarro *'*^* 
to carry on hoftilities againft a convided traitor* 
Soldiers accordingly reforted from every quarter 
to his ftandard, and he was foon at the head of 
t thou&nd men, the beft equipped that had ever 
taken the field in Peru. 

Galea, on his part, perceiving that force muft FrcM»^Bs 
be employed in order to accompliih the purpoie ^^^^ 
of his nuiflion , was no lefs a^iduous in colleding 
troops htm Nicaragua, Carthagena, and other 
fettlements on the continent ; and with fuch 
fucceis, that he was foon in a condition to detach 
H fquadron of his fleet , with a confiderable body 
of foldiers, to the coafl of Peru. Their appearance Afru/* 
excited a dreadful alarm; and though they did 
not attempt for fome time to make any defcent, 
dKy 4l4 ^a^^e effedual fervice, by fetting alhore 
in different places perfons who difperfed copies of 
the aA of general indemnity , and the revoxation 
of the late edids; and who made known every^ 
where the piM:ific intentions, as well as mild tem« 
per, of the prefident. The effed of fpreading 
this informadon was wonderful. All who wer<^ 
dtf&tiified with Pizarro's violent admioiftration^ 
all who retained any fentiments of fidelity to their 
fovereign; began to meditate revolt Some openly 
deftrted a caufe which they now deemed to be 
unjufL Centeno, leaving the cave in which he Iafliftf4!tte 
lay concealed, affembled about fifty of his former •^^^^••^ 
adherents f and with this feable half- armed band 
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advanced boldly to Cuzco. By a fudden attack 
in the night-time , in whic^i he difpiayed no lefe 
ijmlitary flcill than valor , he rendered himfelf 
mafter of that caf^ital , though defended by a 
garrifon of five hundred men. Moft of thefe 
Jiaving ranged themfelyes under his banners, he 
had foon the comnaand of a refpedable body of 
troops'**. 

Pizarro , though ^ftoniflied at beholding one 
enemy approaching by fea , and anoi;her by land, 
at a time when he trufted to the union of all Peru 
in his favor, was of a fpirit more undaunfed^^ and 
more accpftomed to the viciffitudes of fortune, 
than to be difconcerted or appalled. As the danger 
from Cent€no',;5 operations wHs the nioft urgent, he 
inftandy fet out to oppofe him. Having provided 
horfes for all his foldiers, he marched with ^mazing 
rapidity. But every nK)rning he found his.fc^rcc 
diminiQ)ed , by numbers who had left .hi()ni«during 
th^ night; and though he became fufpicious to 
excef^, and puniflied without mercy all, whom he 
fufped^ed, the rage pf defertion was too violent 
to b^ checked. Before h^. got \^ithin fight pf the 
eoemy at I^garina, near the lake Titiaca^ he could 
not mufter mpre. than foujr hundred foldiers. But 
thefe hsejuflly cpnfidered as men of tried alCtachn^n^ 
on whom he might depend. They were indeed the 
boldeft and mfjft defperate of his followfi;s, cpnfci- 
Qus lik^ himfelf of crimes for which, they could 



'** Zarate, lib. vi. c. *i? — 16. Gomara, c* iSovigi* 
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hardly expect forgivenefsy and without any hope boor: 

but in the fuccefs of .their arms. With thefe he did 

not hefitate to attack Centeno's troops, though 

double to his own in number. The royalifts did 

not decHne the combat It was the moft obftjnate 

and bjoody that had hitherto been fought in Peru. 

At length the intrepid valor of Pizarro, and the 

fuperiority of CarvajaPs military talents, triumphed 

Qver numbers , and obtained a complete vidory. 

The booty was ijmmenfe "', and the treatment of 

the vanquilhed crueL By this fignal fuccefs the 

r^eputatioo of Pizarro was rc-eftabliflicd, and being 

now deemed invincible . in the field , his army 

increafed daily in number '*'. 

But events happened in other parts of Peru, 
which more than counterbalanced the fplendid 
vidory at Huarina. Pizarro h^d fcarcely left Lima, 
vhen the citizens^ weary of his oppreffivc domi* 
i)ion , ei:eded the royal ftandard , and Aldana ^ 
with a detachment of foldiers from the fleet, took 
poifeflion of the town. About the fame timc**^, 
Qaiba landed at Tumbez with five hundred men.. 
Encouraged by his prefence, every fettlement in 
the low country declared for the king. The fitua** 
tion of the two parties was now perfedly reverfcd; 
CuzcQ and the adjacent provinces were pofleffed 
l^y Pizarro ; all the reft of the empire , from 
Qpito fouthward , acknowledged the jurifdidioct 
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'•' See NOTE XVII. ^ 

'** Zarate, lib. vii. c. 2, ;. Goinara, c. igK Vega, p. i t. 
lib. V. C..I8, &c. Fcynandez, lib. ii, c. 79. Hcrrcra, dec. %• 
lib. iv. c. I, 3. **^ Zarate, lib. vi. c. 17. 
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M fi ^ U of the PrefidenL As bis nuinbers augmented Cuft, 
VI* Oafca advanced into the interior part of the coun- 
»S47. try. His behaviour ftill continued to be gentle 
and unafluming; he exprefled on every occafion^ 
his ardent wi(h of terminating the conteft without 
bloodfhed. More folicitous to reclaim than to 
punifh t he upbraided no man for pad offences , 
but received them ^ a father receives penitent 
children returning to a fcnfe of their duty. Though 
defirous of peace, he did not flacken his prepara* 
tions for war. He appointed the general rendez* 
vous of his troops in the fertile valley of Xauxa^ 

A«va0Cff en the road to Guzco ***. There he remained for 

J^J^* fome nionths^ not only that he might have time 
to make another attempt towards an accommoda^ 
^on with Pizarfo , but that he might train his 
new foldiers to the ufe of arms, and accuftom them 
to the difciplicie of a camp, before he led them 
againft a body of vidorious veterans. Pizarro, 
intoxicated with the fucceis which had hitherto 
accompanied his arms , and elated with having 

^ again near a thoufand men under bis command , 

refufed to liften to any terms, although Gepeda, 
together with feveral of his officers, and even 
Carvajal himfelf '**, gave it as their advice to 
clofe with the preGdent's offer of a general indem* 
nity, and the revocation of ^he obnoxious laws "*. 
Crafca. having cried in vain every expedient to 

'•• Zarate, lib. vii. c. 9. Fernandez, lib, ii, c. 77. 83. 
'•• See NOTE XVllI. 

yi Zaratc, lib. vii. c. tf, Vega, p. 11. lib. v. c. 27* 
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io avoid imbruing bb hznds 'm tbe blood of . hia 9 o o n 
cotintrymea, begaa to move towards Cuzcp, aj( 
the head of fixtcedt buodred imen. 

P/zarra^ confident of vidory, foffcred the royalilU 
to pafs aU the rivers which lie between Guamanga 
and Cuzco without oppofition, and to advance 
within four k^gties of that capita), flattering himfe;l£ 
that a defeat io fuch a fttuation as rendered a retreat) 
icnpradicable wonld at once terminate tbe war« 
He then marched out. to roect the enemy, and 
Carvajal chofe bis grojaod^ and made the difpofxi 
tion of the troops with the difccrniog eye , and 
profound knowledge in the art of war, confpicuoui 
in all his operations. A3 tbe two armies moved 
forwards flowly to the charge , the appearance of 
feach was (tabular. In that of Pizarro, cowpofed 
of men enriched with the Cpotlf; of the mo(^ opvJ^^t 
country im Anierica, every officer, and' ftliftcvft all 
tbe private men were clotbed in ftuffi^ of ftJk, or 
J^rocade^ embroidered with g<^ld and filver-, and 
their horfes ^ their arms , their (landards i , >Vcre 
vlornedcwitb aJi the pride of onlitaify pcwnp'". 
That of Gafca, though not fo fpleudid, ^^chibited 
what wa&no k£s ftrifcmg. Hcbimfelf, accompanied 
by tbe archbifliop of Lima , the bilhop^ of Qfiho 
and Cuzco , and a great number of etclefiaffics, 
marching along the lines , bleffing the men , axid 
•encouraging them to a refolute difcharge of theijr 
<luty. ' . • ' • ■ .' T '< , o . . . 

When both were juft ready, to engilge., Qepeda 
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BOOK fet (purs to his horfe, galioped off, and furrendered 
VI. himfcif to the prefident. Garcilatfo dc la Vega, and 
*^**- . other officers of note, followed bis example. The 
revolt of perfons in fuch high rank ftruck all with 
amazement. The mutual coniidence on which the 
union and ftrength of armies depend » ceafed at 
once. Diflrufl: and confternation fpre^d from rank 
to rank. Some filently flipped away, others threw* 
down their arms, the greateft number went over 
to the royalifts. Pizarro , Carvajal , and fomc 
leaders, employed authority, threats, and intreaties, 
to ftop them ,' bUt in vain. In Jels than half an 
hour, a body of men, which might have decided 
the fate of the Peruvian empire , was tbt^ly 
difperfed. Pizarro, feeing all irretrievably loft; 
tried out in amazement to a few officers who. ftill 
fiitbfiilly adhered to him, " What remains for 
lis to do?'* " Let us rufli, replied one of them , 
upon the enemy's firmeft battalion , and die like 
Romans. *' Dejeded with fuch a reverfe of fortune^ 
he had not fpirit to' follow this foldierly cbunfel^ 
and with <a tamenefs difgracehil to his former 

tikeii, jFame , he furrendered to one of Gafca*^ officers. 
Carvajal, endeavouring to efcape, was ovcrtakea 
and feized. 

and put to Gafca, happy in this bloodlefs viftory^ did not 

*•****' ftainit with cruelty. Pizarro, Carvajal, and a- 
ftiiall nufftber^of the mod diftinguiibed. or notcv' 
rious offenders, were punifhed capitally. Pizarro 
' ^^as bihe^ed on tH^ day after he' furrendered* 
He fubmitted to his fate with ^ compofed dignity, 
and feemed defirous to 'atoiic by repentance for 
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the crime? which he had committed. The end of b it 
Carvajal was fuitable to his life. On his. trial he vt 
offered no defence. M^hen the fcntence adjudging *^4«. 
him to be hanged was pronounced, he carelefsly 
replied , ^' One can die but once. " During the 
interval between the fentence and execution, he 
difcovered no fign either of remorfe for the .paflt» 
or of folicitude about the future; fcoffing at all 
who vifited him , in his ufual farcaftic vein ; of 
mirth, with the fame quicknefs of rgpartee and 
groljsi pleafantry as at any other period of his liff^. 
Cepeda , more criminal than either,, ought to 
have ihared the fame fate ; but the merit of 
having deferted his affociates at fuch a critical 
moment, and ^yith fuch decifive effedl , faved 
him frona immediate punifhment. He was fcnt, 
however , as a prifoner to Spain , and died in 
confinement^** ' ; 

In the mintitp detail which the contemporary 

^ hiftorians have given of the civil diflenfions that .^ 

''^ xaged in Peru, with little interruption, during ten 

years ^ many circumftances occur fo ftriking, and 

which indicate fuch an uncommon ftatc of manners, 

as to merit particular attention. 

Though the Spaniards who firft invaded Peru N^itietc^ 
were of the loweft order in fociety, and the greater nanrfoicif*^ 

r i_ r 1 f I • • J 1 inthecivU 

part of thole who afterwards joined them were wars of 
perfons of del^erate fortune , yet in all thq bodies ^•'«* 



I . "* Zarate, lib. vii* c. 6, 7, g. Gomara^ C. 18?^ 
18^. Vega, p. M. lib. v. c. 50, &c. Fernandez, lib. 
ii. c. 86, &c. Hcrrera, deC. %. lib, iv. c. 14, 6^9* 
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-BOOK of troops brought into the field by the different 

VI. leaderk who contended for fuperiority, not one 

^^^^' man a(5led as a hired foldier , that follows ht^ 

ftandard for; pay. Every adventurer in Pem 

confidered himfelf as a conqueror, Entitled, by 

ills ^fer vices, to an cftablifhment in that countiy 

yrhich had been acquired by his val6r. In tH^ 

;(:ont<en:s between the rival chiefs, each chofc his 

Tide as he was diredled T)y his own judgment or 

'atfedlTbns. He joined his commander as a pompanion 

of hi5 fortune, and difdained to 'degrade hitnfetf 

by receiving the wages of a mercenary. It wa$ 

to their fword , not to pre-eminence in office , or 

j)6bi\'ay of birth , that moft of the leaders whom 

tbey followed were indebted for their elevation j 

^nd each of their adherents hoped, by the (kmk 

'means, to open a w^^y for hirafetf to^the poffcffion 

of power and wealth "^ 

Armies in. But though the troops in Pera fcrved without 

mcnreiyex- any regular pay, they were raifcd at ihimenfe 

pxpettfe. Among men' accullomed to' divide thi 

fpoils of an opulent country, the defire of obtaii> 

ing Wealth acquired incredible force. The arddr 

of purfuit augnieoted in proportion to the hope of 

fuccefs. Where all wet-e intent on the fame objed, 

and under the dominion of the fame pafliofi, thef* 

was but one mode of gaining xnen, or of fecuring 

their attachment. Officers of namcf and influence ♦ 

befides the promife of future eftablifhments, received 

in band large gratuities from the chief with whom 
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they engaged. Gonzalo Pizarro, in order to raife 
a thoufaod men, advanced five hundred thoufand 
pefos "*. Gafca expended in levying the troops 
which he led againft Pizarro nine hundred thoufand 
pefos "^ The diftribution of property, beftowed 
as the reward of fervices, was ftill more exorbitant. 
Cepeda, as the recorapence of his perfidy and 
addrefs, in perfuading the court of royal audience 
tp give the fandlion of its authority to the ufurped 
jurifdidion of Pizarro , received a grant of lands 
which yielded an annual income of a hundred and 
fifty thoufand pefos "\ Hinojofa, who, by his*early 
defedion from Pizarro, and furrender of the fleets 
to Gafca, decided the fate of Peru, obtained a 
diftrid of country affording two hundred thoufand 
pefos of yearly value "'. While fuch reSvards were 
dealt out to the principal officers, with more than 
royal munificence , proportional fhares were con- 
ferred upon thofe of inferior rank. 

Such a rapid change of fortune produced its 
natural effeds. It gave birth to new wants, and 
new defires. Veterans, long accuftoiped to hardihip 
and toil, acquired of a fudden a tafte for profufe 
and inconfiderate diflipation, and indulged in all 
the excefles of military licentioufnefs. The riot of 
Jaw debauchery occupied fome ; a relifh for expen- 
five luxuries fpread among others "'. The meaneft 
foldier in /Peru would have thought himfelf 

Fernandez, lib. iL c. S4. 

Zarate, lib. vii, c. 10. Herrcra, dec. 8. lib. t. c. f* 



it* 
lit 



Gomara, c. 1 64. 



tif 



Vega, p. II. lib. VI. c. j. 



O K 

VI. 

1548. 



anditn« N 

men fere* 
wards to is* 
diYidualrt 



Herrera^ dec« 5. lib. ii. c. }• dec 8- Hb. viii^ c. i9» 



Tbeirpro' 
fofion and 
Inxttty* 



Digitized 



by Google 



134 HISTORY O^ AMERICA. 

BOOK degraded by marching on foot; and at a time 
VI. when the prices of horfes in that country were 
1548. exorbitant, each infifted on being furniflbed with 
one before he would take the field. But though 
lefs patient under the fatigue and hardfliips< of 
fervice, they w<ere ready to face danger and death 
with as much intrepidity as ever; and animated 
by the hope of new rewards, they never failed, 
on the day of battle , to difplay all their ancient 
valor. 
Ftmcity Together with their courage, they retained 

thdrro"!** ^'' ^^^ ferocity by which they were originally 
teftswert diftinguifhed. Civil difcord never raged with a 
^Mriedoji; j^^iore fell fpirit than among the Spaniards in Peru. 
To all the paflions which ufually envenom contefts 
among countrymen , avarice was added , and ren- 
dered their enmity more rancorous. Eagernefs to 
feize the valuable forfeitures expecSled upon the 
death of every opponent, fhut the door againft 
mercy. To be wealthy , was of itfelf fufficient to 
cxpofe 4 man to accufetioil, or to fubjedl him to 
punifhment On the flighteft fufpicions , Pizarro 
condemned many of the moft opulent inhabitants 
in Peru to death. Carvajal, without fearching for 
9ny pretext to juftify his cruelty, cut off many 
more. The number of ihofe who fuffered by the 
hand of the executioner, was not much inferior 
to what fell in the field"*; and the greater part 
was condemned without the formality of any 
legal trial. 

"• Sec NOTE XIX, 
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' The violence with "whicb the contending parties book 
treated their opponents was not accompanied with vi. 
its ufual attendants , attachment and fidelity to '^**- 
thofe with whom they aded. The ties of honor of faiuu 
which ought to be held facred among foldiers, and 
the principle of integrity, interwoven as thoroughly 
in the Spanifh charader as in that of any nation, 
fpem to have been equally forgotten. Even regard 
for decency , and the fenfe of fliamc , were totaliy 
loft. During their diffenfions, there was hardly a 
Spaniard in Peru who did not abandon the party 
which he had originally efpoufed , betray the 
afibciates with whom he had united, and violate 
the engagements under which he had come. The 
'Viceroy Nugnez Vela was ruined by the treachery 
of Cepeda and the other judges of the royal 
audience , who were bound by the duties of thek 
•fundion to have fupported his authority. The 
chief adyifers and companions of Gonzalo Pizarrp's 
« revolt, were the firft to forlake him, and fubmit 
- to his enemies. His fleet was given up to Gafca, 
by the man whom he had fingled out among his 
officers to intruft with that important command. 

• On the day that was to decide his fate , an, army 
of veterans, in fight of the enemy, threw down 
their arms without ftriking a blow, and deferted 
a leader who had often conduded them to vidory. 
Inftances of fuch general and avowed contempt 
of' the principles and obligations whicb attach 
man to man, and bind them together in focial 

' Union , rarely occur in hiftory. It is only where 

• men- are far i-emoved.from the feat of goverhnjcpt* 

'K4 
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where the reftniints of haw and nocdcr arc little 
felt, where tbe profpe<5l of gain is unboundcc^ 
and 'where iimnen£e weaitli may cover tbe crimes 
by which it is acquired, that we can- find any 
parallel to t^e levity, the rapacioufnels, tbe perBdy 
and corrnption prevalent among tbe Spaniards ia 
Peru.; 

On the death of Fizarro , the malecontents in 
every corner of Peru laid down their arms , and 
tranquillity feemed to be perfedUy re-eftablifhed. 
But two very interefting obje<Ss ftill remained to 
occupy the prefident's attention. The one was to 
£nd immediately fuch employment for a muUitude 
of turl)ulent and daring adventurers with which 
the country was filled , as might prevent them 
ftom exciting new commotions. The other, to 
bcftow proper gratifications upon thofe to whoFe 
loyalty and valor he had been indebted for his 
fuccefs. The former of thefe was in fome meafure 
accomplifhed, by appointing Pedro. 4c Valdivia t^ 
profecute the conqueft of Chili ; and by empower- 
ing Diego Centeno to undertake the difcovery of 
the vaft regions bordering on the river De la 
Plata. The reputation of thofe leaders, together 
with the hopes of acquiring wealth , and ,of 
rifing to confequence in fome unexplored country, 
alluring many of the moft indigents and defperate 
foldiers to follow their ftandards , drained off no 
inconfiderable portion of that mutinous fpirit which 
Gafca dreaded. , < . 

The latter was an affair of greater difficulty, 
and. to be adjufted with a moce attentive and 
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delicate haad. - The repartimientos , or allotments E. K 
of lands and Indians which fell to be diftributed^ vi. 
in confequencc of the death or forfeiture of the '^^^• 
former poffeffors , exceeded two millions of PefoS amo"ngV 
^f yearly rent "*. Gafca^ when now abfolute foUowert. 
mafter of this iromenfe property , retained the 
feme difinterefted fentiments which he had origin- 
ally profeffed, and refufed to referve the fmalleft 
portion of it for himfelf. But the number of 
claimants was great ; and whilft the vanity or 
avarice of every individual fixed the value of 
his own fervices , and edimated the recompence 
which he thought due to him , the pretenfions of 
c^ch were fo extravagant, that it was impoflible 
to fatisfy all. Gafca liftened to them one by one, 
with the moft patient attention; and that he might 
have leifure to weigh the comparative merit of 
their feveral claims with accuracy, he retired, 
with the archbifhop of Lima and a fingle fecretary, 
to a village twelve leagues from Cuzco. There 
he fpent feveral days in allotting to each a 
diftrid of lands and number of Indians, in propor- 
tion to his idea of their paft fervices and future ^ 
importance. But that he might get beyond the 
reach of the fierce ftorm of clamor and rage, 
which he forefaw would burft out on the publica« 
tion of his decree , notwithftanding the impartial 
equity with which he had framed it, he fct out 
for Lima, leaving the inftrument of partition fealed 
up , with orders not to open it for fome days 
after his departure. 

"* Vega, p. II. lib. vi. c. 4. 
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BOOK The indignation excited by pubiilhing the de« 
VI. cree of partition was not lefs than Gafca had ex- 
«<48- peded. Vanity, avarice, emulation, envy,fhamc, 
The difcon. ^^S^ » ^^^ ^^' ^^^ Other paflions which moft vehe- 
tentitocca. 'mently agitate the minds of men when both their 
^^'^ honor and their interefb are deeply affeded , con- 
Ipired in adding to its violence. It broke out with 
all the fury of military infolence. Calumny, 
threats , and curfes , were poured out openly upoti 
the prefident. He was accufcd of ingratitude , of 
partiality , and of injuftice. Among foldiers 
prompt to adlion , fuch feditious difcourfe would 
have been foon followed by deeds no lefc violent, 
and they already began to turn their eyts towards 
fome difcontented leaders, expedingthem to ftand 
forth in redrefs of their wrongs. By fome vigorous 
interpofitions of goVerqment, a timely check was 
given to this mutinous fpirit, and the danger of 
another civil war was averted for the prefent "'. 
t<49. Gafca , however , perceiving that the flame was 

Re.«(Ub» fuppreffed rather than ^xtinguifhed , labored with 
derandgo- the utmoft affiduity to footh the malecontents, by 
vinime«^ beftowing large gratuities on fome , by promifmg 
repartimientos , when they fell vacant , to others , and 
"by careffing and flattering all. But that the pub- 
lic fecurity might reft on a foundation more liable 
than their good affcdion , he endeavoured to 
ftrengthen the hands of his fucceflbrs in office , by 
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re-cftablifliing the regular adminiflration of juftice 
in every part of the empire. He introduced order 
and fimplicity into the mode of QoUeding the royal 
revenue. He iffued regulations concerning the 
treatment of the Indians , well calculated to proted 
them from oppreffion , and to provide for their in- 
ftrudion in the principles of religion, without de* 
priving the Spaniards of the benefit accruing from 
their labor. Having now accompliflhed every 
objcdl of his million , Gafca , longing to return 
^gain to a private ftation , committed the govern* 
iment of Peru to the court of audience , and fet out 
fpr Spain. As , during the anarchy and turbulence 
of the four laft years , there had been no remittance 
made of the royal revenue , he carried with him 
thirteen hundred thoufand pcfos of public money, 
which the ceconomy and order of his adminiftra- 
tion enabled him to fave , after paying all the ex- 
penfes of the war. 

He was received in his native country with uni- 
verfal admiration of his abilities, and of his virtue. 
Both were, indeed, highly confpicuous. Without 
army , or fleet ,' or public funds ; with a train fo 
fimplc jthat only three thoufand ducats were ex- 
pended in equipping him "*, he fet out to oppofe 
a formidable rebellion. By his addrcfs and talents 
he fupplied all thofe defedls , and feemed to create 
inftruments for executing his defigns. He ac- 
quired fuch a naval force, as gave him the com- 
mand of the fea. He raifed a body of men able 
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BOOK to cope with the veteran bands which gave- law ^ 
VI. to Peru. He vanquifhed their leader, on whofe arnis 
I5S0. vidory had hitherto attended , and in place of 
anarchy and ufurpation, he eftablilhed the govern- 
ment of laws , and the authority of the rightful 
fovereign. Butthcpraifc beftowcd on his abilities 
was exceeded by that which his , virtue merited^ 
After refiding in a country whAre wealth prefented 
allurements which had feduced every perfon who 
had hitherto poffeflcd power there, he returned 
from that trying ftation with integrity not only 
untainted but unfufpeded. After diftributing 
among his countrymen pofleflions of greater ex- 
tent and value than had ever been in the difpofal 
of a fubjecJl in any age or nation, he himielf remained 
in his original ftate of poverty ; and at the very 
time , when he brought fuch a large recruit to the 
royal trcafury , he was obliged to apply by petitioa 
for a fmall fum to difcharge fomc petty debts 
which he had contracted durmg the courfe of his 
fervicc "'. Charles was notinfenfible to ifuch difin- 
terefted naerit. Gafca was received by him with 
the moft diftinguifhing marks of efteem, and be- 
ing promoted to the bifhopric of Palencia, he 
paffed the remainder of his days in the tranquillity 
of retirement, refpeded by his country, honored 
' by his fovereign, and beloved by all- 

Notwithftanding all Gafca's wife regulations, 
the tranquillity of Peru was not of long continu- 
ance. In a country , where the autliority of go- 
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vernment had been almoft forgotten during tHe long book 
prevalence of anarchy and mif-rule , where there vi. 
vrere difappointed leaders ripe for revolt , and fedi- ^^""^^ 
tious foldiers ready to follow them , it was not 
difficult to raife combuftion. Several fucceffive 
infurredions defolated the country for fome years. 
But as thofe , though fierce , were only tranfient 
ftorms , excited rather by the ambition and turbu- 
lence of particular men , than by general or public 
motives, the detail of them is not the objed of this 
hiftory. Thefe commotions in Peru , like every 
thing of extreme violence either in the natural Or 
political body , were not of long duration , and 
by carrying off the corrupted humors which had 
given rife to the diforders , they contributed in 
the end to ftrengthen the fociety which at firft 
they threatened to deftroy. During their fierce con- 
tells , feveral of the firft invaders of Peru , and 
many of thofe licentious adventurers whom the 
fame of their fuccefe had allured thither, fell by 
each other's hands. Each of the parties , as they 
alternately prevailed in the ftruggle , cleat*ed the 
country of a greater number, by executing, pro- 
fcribing , or banifhing their opponents. Men lefs 
cnterprifing , lefs dcfperate , and more accuftomc4 
to move in the path of fbberand peaceable induftry, 
fettled in Peru; and the royal authority was gra? 
dually cftablifhed as firmly there as in the o^er 
Spanifh colonies. 
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.S the conqucft of the two great empires of b o 9 k 
Mexico and Peru, forms the moft fplcndid. and \iu 
interefting period m the hiftory of America,, a 
view of their political inftitutions , and a defcrip^ 
tion of their national manners, will exhibit tfat^ 
human fpecies . to the contemplations of int«lli^ 
gent obfervers in a very fingular ftage of its pro* 
grefs '. : . ^ 

When compared with other parts of the New Mexico and 
World, Mexico and Peru may be confidered ai ^TH'Tu 
poliihed Itates. Inltead of imall, mdependent, otiierpant 
hoftile tribes, ftruggling for fubfiftence amidfl «fAmcri«a. 
woods and marfhes , ftrangers to induftry and arts , 
tmacquainted with fubordination , and almoft with* 
out the appearance of regular government , we find 
Countries of great extent fubjeded to the domiiiion 
of one fovereign , the inhabitants colleAcd togi^^ 
Cher in cities, the wifdom and forefi^bt of rulers 

' See NOTBXX. . " 
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BOOK employ^ in providing for the maintenance and 

VIL fecUritjr of the people, the empire of laws* in fomc 

me^fure eftablifhed , the authority of religion re- 

cognifed, many of the arts effential to life 

brought to fome degree of maturity, and the 

dawri of fuch as are otnamefttal beginning to 

appear. .... 

Their inff. But if the comparifon be made with the people 

riorityto ^£ ^^^ ancieUt Continent, the inferiority of Ame- 

the nations ... r ... \ ... -^ , . 

oftiieanci. Tica m improvemcnt'will be coalpicuous , and nei- 

entcouti- ^^^ the Mexicans nor Penivians will be entided 
to fank with thofe nations which merit the namcof 

: V civiHzed. The people - of both the great cnapires 

in America,, like, the i rude tribes atound therft'; 
vrefe totally imacquainled with the ufeful meul$.i 
, aadtbe progrefs which Jthey bad liiade in cxlendinig 
dfieir dominion oyer the aninaal'^carezition wasr ia? 
confiderable. The Mexicans had, g©i^ cTo fafithftf 
than to tame and rciar turkeys,-, duckt . ^ ipeoiess of 
fmdl dogs , and rabbits *. By this feeble e/T^ of 

f ' ingehuity ,^ the tBcans of fdbfafttocc 'were rendiy'ea 

/ foniewhat m.orc plentiful and fecure, than M^hW 

men depend folely on hunting; b«t thfcy! h^d^^q 
" ideax)f attempting t!crfu|>duc chempre robuft^i^ 
^lals, or of deriviag any aid frpm their miiiiftvy ia 
carrying on works. o£ Jabon The Peruvians feem 
io have negleded the inferior stpimak , and h^ 
not .rendered any of them domefti^ except tbf 
d^ck; but they were more fgrtjurisae in tamifig 
ifafi Ll2una,^aa.animalpccaJiai: to tjieif coi<i>t?y^ 

Henrera, dec. it. lib. vii. 'C.-ia; 

of 
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of a forjto Nvbich bears fame refemblance to a deer, book 
and feme to a camel ^ and of a fize foiOiewhat lat- yii. 
ger than a (beep. Under, the prote<ftion of man, 
this fpecies multiplied greatly* Its wool furnifhed 
the Peruvians with .eJo.thing ,' its fje(h with food. 
It was even employed as a beaft of burden ^ and 
carried a moderate load with much, patience and 
docility '. It was never ufed for draught; and the - 
breed being confined to the mountainous country, 
its fervice* if we imy judge by incidqjits which 
occur in the early Spaxiifh writers , was not very 
extenfive among the Peruvians in their original 
ftate. ; 

Id tracing the line ;b)r wbich nations proceed 
towards civilization , jhe diCcovery of the ufeful 
metals , and the acquifition of dominion avpr the 
animal creation , have bcei'^ marked a% fteps of ca* 
pital importance in their progrefs•^^In pur conti- 
nent , long after men had attained; tj^thf*, fociety 
continued in tHat ftate which is denominated bar- 
barous* . Even with all that command oyer nature 
whiph thefe confer, many ages elapfe^ before in# 
duftry becomes f<3 regular as to render fubfiftcnce 
fecure , before the arts which fupply the wan u apd 
.furnilh the accommodations of life are brought to 
any conMerable degree of perfedion^ and before 
any idea iFconceived of various inftitution$ requifite 
in a well ordered focjety. ,TJhe Mexigans and Pe* 
ruvians , without knowledge of the ufeful metals , oif 
the aid of domeftic animals , labored under difad# 

* Vega, p. I. lib. viii^ C i6. Zarate^ lib. i. c. 14* 

Vol. IIL t " ' 
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BOOK vantages which muft have greiidyrcurded their pro* 
VII. grels 9 and in their bigheft ftate of improvement their 
power was fo limited , and their operations fo feeble^ 
that they can hardly be confidered as having ad- 
vanced beyond the infancy of civil life. 
View of the After this general ob£trvat!on concerning the 
iadmrjli"^^^ inoft fingular and diftinguiaing circumftance in 
ofcndu the ftate of both the great empires in America, I 
ihall endeavour to give fuch a view of the confti- 
tution and-intelrior police of each* as liiay enable us 
to afcertain their place in the political fcale , to allot 
them their proper ftation between the rude tribes in 
the New World , and the polilhed ftatcs of the 
. ancient , and to determine how far they had rifen 
above the former^ as well as how much they fell 
below the latter. 
inHtfdft Mexico was firft fubjeded to the Spanifh crown, 
con^mi'iiig* But our acquaintance with its laws and manners 
thole of i^ not, from that circumftance, more complete. 
Mt«iw. -^hat I have remarked concerning the dcfcdive 
and inaccurate information on which we muft rely 
with refpcift to the condition and cuftoms of. the 
lavage tribes in America , may be applied likewife 
to our knowledge of the Mexican empire. Cortes, 
and the rapacious adventurers who accompanied . 
him , had not leifure or capacity to enach either 
civil or natural hiftory with new obfervations. They 
undertook their expedition in queft of one obje<^, 
and feemed hardly to have turned their eyes to- 
wards ahy other. Or, if during fome (hort inter- 
val of tranquillity, when the occupations of war 
cej^, and the ardor of plunder was fufpended, 
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the inftitiltions and manners of. the; peppJe whom b o o k 
they had invaded drew their attention , the inquiries viK 
of illiterate foldiers were conduded with fo little 
fagacity and precifion , that the accounts given Ify 
them of the policy and order eftablifhed in the 
Mexican monarchy are fupcrBcial, confufed , and in« 
explicable* It is rather from incidc^nts which they 
relate occafionally , than from their own dedudions _^^-^ 
and remarks , that we 4re enabled to form fdme idea 
pf the genius and manners of that people. The 
obfcurity in which the ignorance of its conquerors 
involved the annals of Mexico, was augmented by 
the fuperftition of thofe who fucceeded them. As 
the memory of pad events was prefcrved among the 
Mexicans by figures painted on fkins, on cotton 
cloth , on a kind of pafteboard , ' or on the bark oi 
trees, the early miflionaries , Upable to comprehend 
^heir meaning , and ftruck with th^ir uncouth forms ^ 
conceived them to be monuments of idolatry which 
Ought to be dcftroyed , in order to facilitate the con- 
verfion of the Indians. In' obedience to an ^didt 
iflued by Juan dc Zummaraga , a Francifcan monk , 
the firft bilhop of Mexico , as many records of the 
ancient Mexican ftory as could be coUeded were 
committed to the fla^cl In confequetice of this - 
fanatical zeal of the monks who firft vifited New 
Spain (which their fucceffors foon began to la*, 
inent), whatever knowledge of remote events fuch 
rude monuments contained was almoft entirely loft, 
and no information remained concerning the an* 
crent revolutions and policy of the empire, but 
^hat was derived fropa tradition , or from fome frag* 
■.■....'. ■' ■■■ L^' 
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BOOK ments of their hiftorical paintings that efcaped the 
viL barbarous refcarches of Zummaraga *. From the 
experience of all nations it is manifeft, that the me- 
mory of paft tranfadions can neither be long pre- 
ferved , nor be tranfmttted with any fidelity , by 
tradition. The Mexican paintings, which arefup- 
pofed to have ferved as annals of their empire , are 
iew in number, and of ambiguous meaning. Thus^, 
amidft the uncertainty of the former, and the ob* 
fcurity of the latter, we muft glean what intelligence 
can be colledled from the fcanty materials.fcattererf 
in the Spanifli writers '• 

OHgiaofUK According to the account of the Mexicans 

Mexican 

monarchy* 

* Acofta, lib, vi. c. 7. Torqucm. Proem, lib. il lib. iiL 
t* 6. lib. xiv. c. 6. 

' In the firft edition, I obferved that in confcquence of the 
deftru(ftloh of the ancient Mexican paintings , occafioned by the 
zeal of Zummaraga, whatever knowledge they might have 
conveyed was entirely loft.^ Every candid reader muft have 
perceived that the expreffipn was inaccurate; as in a few 
lines afterwards H mention fome ancient paintings to be 
ftill extant. M, Clavigero, not fatisficd with laying hold 
of this inaccuracy , which I corrected in the fubfequent 
editions, labors to render it more glaring, by the man- 
ner in which he quotes the remaining part of the fentencc. 
He reprehends with great afperity the account which I 
give of the fcanty materials for writing the ancient hiftory 
of Mexico. Vol. K Account of Writers, p. xxvi. V. 11. 
380. My words, however, are almoft the fame with thofc 
of Torquemada , who feems to have been better acquainted 
with the ancient monomeots of the Mexicans than any 
Spanifh author whofe works I have fcen. Lib. xiv. c. 6. 
M. Clavigero himfelf gives a defcription of the deftrudlion 
of ancient paintings in almoft the fame^ terms Ihaveufed; 
and mentions, as an additional reafon of there being fo 
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themfelves, their empire was not of long duration, b o o' k 
Their country, as they relate, >vas originally pof- vn. 

finall a number of ancient paintings known to the Spaniards, 
that the natives have become fo felicitous to preferve and 
conceal them, that it is ** difficult, if not impoffible, to 
** make them part with one of them, " Vol. I. 407. 
n. 194. No point can be more afcertained than that 
few of the Mexican hiflorical paintings have been prefer^ 
ved. Though feveral Spaniards have carried on inquiries 
into the antiquities of the Mexican empire, no engravings 
from Mexican paintings have been communicated to tho 
public , except thofe by Purchas , Gemelli Carreri , and 
Lorenzana. It affords me fome fatisfadion, that in the 
courfe of my refearches, I have difcoveredtwocoUedionsoF 
Mexican paintings which were unknown to former inquirers. 
The cut which I published is an exadl copy of the original, 
and gives no high idea of th e pro grcfs which the Mexicans had 
made in the art of painting. I cannot conjecfture what could 
induce M. Clavigero to exprefs Tome diflatisfodion with me 
for having published it without the fame colors it has in the 
original painting, p. xxix. He might have recollected, that 
neither Purchas, nor Gemelli Carreri, nor Lorenzana, thought 
it neceflary to color the prints which they have published, 
and they have never been cenfured on that account. He may 
reft affured, that though the colors in the paintings in tho^ 
Imperial Library are remarkably bright, they are laid on 
without art, and without^' any of that regard to light and 
^* shade, or the rules of perfpedtive, '* which M. Clavigero 
requires. V. 1L 578 If the public exprefs any defire to have 
the feven paintings ftill in my pofleflion engraved, I am 
ready to communicate them. The print published by Ge- 
melli Carreri, of the route of the ancient Mexicans when they 
travelled towards the lake on which they huilt the Capital of 
their empire, Churchill, Vol. IV. p. 481, is the moft finished 
inonumentof art brought from the New World, and yet a very 
ftight infpedtion of it will fatisfy every one, that the annals 
of a nation conveyed in this manner muft be very meagre and 
imperfe^ L 3 
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Q 0k feffcd, rkther tKan peopled^ by fmall independent' 
vn/ tribes, whofe mode of life and manners rerembled: 
thofe of the rudeft favages which vre have de- 
fcribed. But about a period correfponding to the 
beginning of the tenth century in the Chriftian 
3era, feveral tribes moved in fucceffivc migrations 
from unknown regions towards the north and 
liorth.wetl , and Cettled in dififercnt provinces of 
Anahuac^ the ancient name of New Spain. Thefe, 
ipore civilized than tlie original inhabitants, began 
%o form them to the arts of focial life. At length, 
towards the commencement of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, the Mexicans, a people more poliflied than 
any of the former , advanced from the border of 
the Californian gulf, and took poffefEon of the 
plains adjacent to a great lake near the centre of 
the country. After refiding there about fifty years, 
they founded a town, fince diftihguiflied by^ the 
iiame of Mexico^ which from humble beginnings 
ibon grew to be the mod confiderablc city in the 
New World. The Mexicans , long after they were-, 
eftabliQied in their new pofTeflions , continued , like 
bther martial tribes in America, unacquainted with 
ircgal dominion, and were governed in peace, and 
, conducted in war, by fuch as were enti|led to pre- 
eminence by their ''wiMpm or their valor« But 
among them, as in other ftates whofe power and 
' territories beconje extenfive, the fupreme autho- 

rity centred at laft in a fingle perfon; and wheii 
the Spaniards under Cortes invided the country, 
Montezuma was the ninth monarch in order who 
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hadfwayed the Mexican fceptre, not by hereditary book 
rigbt, but by eledtion. vii. 

Such is the traditional tale of the Mexicans con- Vtryitocnt. 
cerning. the progress of their own empire. Ac- 
cording to this, its duration was very Abort. Froia 
the firft migration of their parent tribe, they can 
reckon little more than three hundred years. From 
the cftabliihment of monarchical government, not 
above a hundred and thirty -years, according to 
one account', or a hundred and ninety-feven , ac- 
cording to another computation', had elapfed. If, 
on one hand , we fuppoft the Mexican ftate to 
have been of higher antiquity , and to have fub- 
fifted during fuch a length of time as the Spanifh 
accounts of its civilization would naturally lead us 
to conclude, it is difficult toconceive how , among 
a people who poffcffed the art of recording event* ' 
by pidures, and who-conCidered it as an efTential 
jpart of their national education , to teach their 
children to repeat the hiAorical fongs which cele- \ 

braced the exploits of their anceftors * , the know- 
ledge of paft tranfadions (houid be fo flender and 
limited. If, on the other hand, we adopt their 
own fyllem with refped to the antiquities of their 
nation , it is no lefs difficult to account either for 
that improved ftate of fociety , or for the extenfive 
dominion to which their empire had attained , when 
firft vifited by the Spaniards. The infancy of na- 
tions is fo long, and , even when every circumftance 

^ Acofl; Hift. lib. vii. c. 8, &c ^ Purchas, P»gr. iii. 

p. io6g« ^c * Herrera, dec. ). lib. ii. c. rg. 
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BOOK IS favorable to their progrcfs, they advance fo 

vit flowly towards any maturity of ftrength or policy f 

that the recent origin of the Mexicans feems to be a 

flrong prefumption of forae exaggeration , in the 

fplendid defcriptipns which have been given of their 

government and manners. 

ftcu which ^ But it is not by theory or conjeAures that hif- 

progreft^n ^0^ decides with regard to the ftate or charader of 

civilisation, nations. It produces fads as the foundation of 

every judgment which it ventures to pronounce. In 

colleding thofe which muft regulate our opinion 

in the prefcttt inquiry , fome occur that fuggeft an 

idea of confiderable progrefs in civilization in the 

Mexican cnipirc, and others which feem to indi* 

cate that it had advanced but little beyond the 

iavage tribes around it. Both (ball be exhibited 

to thp view of the reader, that, from comparing 

them , he may determine on which fide the evidence 

preponderates. 

Th« right of. In the Mexican^ empire , the right of private pro^ 

ri7* ftV P^^^y ^^* perfedly qnderftood , aijd cftablifhed in 

Wi$iie<U ^^^ f"" extent. Among feveral favage tribes , we 

have feen , that the idea of a title to the feparate and 

cxclufive poffeffion of any objed was hardly known ; 

and that among all , it was extremely limited and 

ill-defined. But in Mexico , where agriculture and 

jnduftry had made fome progrefs , the diftindion 

between property in land and property in goods had 

taken place. Both might be transferred from one 

perfon to another by fale or barter ; both might 

defcend by inheritance. Every perfon who could 

be denominated a freeman had property in land 
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Tills , however, they held by various tenures. Some B o o ic 
poffeffed it in full right , and it defcended to their Vil. 
ieirs. The title of others to their lands was de- 
rived from the office or dignity which they enjoyed ; 
and when deprived of the latter , they loft poffef- 
fion of the former. Both thefe modes of occupy- 
ing land were deemed noble , and peculiar to titi- 
2ens of the higheft clafs. The tenure , by which 
the, great body of the people held their property, 
-was very different In every diftrid a certain quan- 
tity of land was meafured out in proportion to the 
number of families. This was cultivated by the 
joint labor of the whole , its produce was depo- 
iited in a common ftorchoufe , and divided among 
them according to their refpedlive exigencies. The 
members of the Calpullec , or affociations , could not 
alienate their fliare of the common eftate ; it was 
anindivifible permanent property, deftinedfor the 
fupport of their families *. In confequence of this 
diftriljution of the territory of the ftate, every man 
bad ^n intereft in its welfare ^ and the happinefe 
of thc^ndividual was conneded with the public 
fecurity. 

Another ftriking circumftance , which diftin- The number 
guilhes the Mexican empire from thofe nations in *"rj^^7'iieir 
America we have already defcribed , is the num- ciUei. 
ber arid greatnefs of its cities. While fociety con- 
tinues in a rude ftate , the wants of men are fo 
few, and they ftand fo little in need of mutual 

• Herrera, dec. J. lib. iv. c. i^. Torquem. Mun. Ini 
lib. xiv. c. 7. Coritat, MS. 
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o o K alfiftance , that their inducements to crowd together 
VII* are extremely feeble. Their induftry at the fattoe 
time is fo imperfed , that it cannot fecure fubfiA- 
ence for any confiderabie number of families fet- 
tled in one fpot. They live difperfed , at this pe- 
riod, from choice as well as from neceflity, or at 
the utmoft afTemblc in fmall hamlets on the bankft 
of the riyer which fupplies them with food , or on 
the border of fome plain left open by nature , or 
cleared by their own labor* The Spaniards, ac* 
cuftomed to this mode of habitation among all the 
lavage tribes with which they were then acquaint- 
ed , were aftonifbed , on entering New Spain , to find 
the natives refiding in towns of Aich extent as re- 
fembled thofe of Europe. In the firft fervor of 
their admiration , they compared 2^mpoalla, though 
a town only of the fecond or third fize , to the ci- 
ties of greatefi note in their own country. When, 
afterwards , they vifited in fucceflion Tlafcala , Cbo^ 
lula, Tacuba , Tezeuco, and Mexico itfelL their 
amazement increafed fomuch, that it led tnem to 
convey ideas of their magnitude and populouf- 
nefs bordering on what is incredible. Even when 
there is leifure for obfervation , and no intereft that 
leads to deceive , conjedural eftimates of the num- 
ber of people in cities are extremely Ipofe , and 
ufually much exaggerated. It is not furprifing, 
then, that Cortes and his companions , little ac- 
' cuAomed to fuch computations , and powerfully 
tempted to magnify , in order to exalt the merit of 
their own difcoveries and conquefts , fhould have 
been betrayed into this common error , and have 
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ifaifed their defcriptions confidcraWy above truth, b 6 K 
For this reafon , fome confiderablc abatement ought vil. 
tp.be made from their calculation of the number, 
oi inhabitants in the Mexican cities, and we may 
fix the ftandard of their population much lower 
than they have done ; but ftill they will appear. 
to.be cities of fuch confequcnce, as are not to be. 
found but among people who have made fome'' 
confiderablc progrels. in the zxts of focial life *\ 
lyiexico, the capital of the empire , feems to have 
contained fixty tboufand inhabitants. 

The reparation of profeflions among the Mcxi- Thtfrpan. 
cans is a fymptom of improvement no lefe remark* ? ^*^''*' 
?ble* Arts, in the early ages of fociety, arefo few 
^nd fo fimple, that each man is fufficiently mafter 
of them all , to gratify every demand of his owa 
limited defires. The favage can form his bow,. 
point his arrows , rear his hut, and hollow his qa- 
noe , \vithout calling in the aid of any hapd more 
Ikilful than his own. Time muft have augmented 
the wants of men and ripened their ingenuity , be- 
fore the productions of art became fo complicatea 
in their ftrudure, or fo <:urious in thpir fabric, that 
a particular courfe of education was rcquifite to^ 
wards forming the artificer to expertnefs in con- 
trivance and workmanftip. ^ In proportion as re- 
finement fpreads, the diftindtion of profeflion?' in- 
3creafes , and they branch put into more numerous 
and minute fubdivifions. Among the Mexicans , 
this reparation of the arts neccQary in life had taken 

'• S(9 NOTE XXI. 
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B o o ^ place to a confidefable extent. The fun(5lions of 
VII. the mafon^ the weaver, the goldfmith, the painter^ 
and of feveral other crafts , were carried on by dif- 
ferent pcrfons. Each was regularly inftruded in 
his calling. To it alone his induftry was confined ; 
t and by affiduous application to one objed, together 
with the perfcvering patience peculiar to Ameri- 
cans , their artifans attained to a degree of neatnefs 
and perfedion in work , far beyond what could have 
been expeded from the rude tools which they em- , 
ployed. Their various produdions were brought 
into commerce ; and by the exchange of them in 
the dated markets held in the cities, not only were 
their mutual wants fupplied " , in fuch orderly in- 
tercourfe as charaderizes an improved ftate of fo- 
ciety , but their induftry was daily rendered perfe- 
vering and inventive. , 
The diftinc The diftindion of ranks eftablifhed in the Mexi- 
tioo of ,^2ij^ empire is the next circumftance that merits at- 
tention. In furveying the favage tribes of Ame- 
rica , we obferved, that confcioufnefs of equality, 
and impatience of fubordirialion , are fentiments na- 
tural to man in the infancy of civil life. During 
peace, the authority of a fuperior is hardly felt 
among them^ and even in war it is but little ac- 
knowledged. StrangeriJ to the idea of property, 
the* difference in condition refulting from the in- 
equality of it is unknown. Birth or titles confer 

Ck)rtes, Relat. ^ RamnC iii. 2) 9, &c. Gom. Chron. c. 
7^9. Torquem. lib. xiii. c. ]4. Herrera» dec. 2. lib. vii* c. 
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no preeminence ; it is only by perifocal merit and B o 3^ 
accoroplifhments that didindlion can be acquired* vit 
The form of fociety was very dififerentamong the 
Mexicans. The great body of the people was in a 
moft humiliating ftate. A confiderable number, 
known by the name of Mayequcs , nearly refembling 
in condition thofe peafants who , under various de* 
nominations , were confidered , during the preva- 
lence X)f the feudal fyftem , as inftruments of labor . . 
attached to the foil. The Mayequcs could not change 
their place of refidence without permiffion of the 
fuperior on whom they depended. They were 
conveyed , together with the lands on which they 
were fettled , from one proprietor to another ; and 
were bound to cultivate the ground , and to per^ 
form feveral kinds of fervile work ". Others were 
reduced to the loweft form of fubjedlion, that of do- 
meftic fervitude , and felt the utmoft rigor of that 
wretched ftate. Their condition was held to be fo 
vile , and their lives deemed to be of fo little value, 
that a perfon who killed one of thofe flaves was 
not fubjeded to any punifliment ". Even thofe 
confidered as freemen were treated by their hauglity 
lords as beings of an inferior fpecics. The nobles, 
poffeffed of ample territories / were divided into 
various claffes , to each of which peculiar titles of 
honor belonged. Some of thcfe titles , like their 
lands ^defcended from father to fon in perpetual 
fucceffion. Others were annexed to particular 

** Henrera, dec. 5. lib. iv. c. 17. Corita, MS. 
'^ Herrera, dec. j. lib, iv. c. 7. 
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fi o K officer , or conferred during life as marks of perfoQ^l 
VII. diftindion '*. The monarch , exalted above alJ , en- 
joyed cxtenfivc power, and fupreme dignity. Thus 

' the diftindion of ranks was completely eflablifhed, 
in a line of regular fubordination , reaching froin 
the higheft to the loweft member of the commu- 

' nity. Each of thefe knew whathecould claim, apd 
what he owed. The people, who were not allowed 
to wear a drefs of the fame fafiiion , or to dwell in 
houfes of a form fimilar to thofe of the nobles , ac- 
cofted them with the moft fubmiffivc reverence. In 
the prefence of their fovereign , they durft not Kft 
their eyes from the ground , or look him in tfie 
face". The nobles thcmfelves , when admitted/to 
an audience of their fovereign , entered bare-footed , 
in mean garments , and , as his flaves , paid him 
homage approaching to adoration. This refpedidue 
from inferiors to thofe above them in rank , \f-as 
cflablifhed with fuch ceremonious accuracy , tha^ it 
incorporated with the language , and influenced its 
geniuf!^ and idiom. The Mexican tongue abounded 
in expreffions of reverence and courtefy. The ftylc 
and appelladons , ufed in the intercourfe between 
equals, would have been fo unbecoming in the 
mouth of one in a lower fpbere , when he accofted a 
perfon in higher rank, as to be deemed an infult/V 
It is only in focieties , which time and the inftitution 
xyf regular government have moulded into .form,. 

** Henrera, dec. ^ lib. ir. c. is. Corita, M& 
" Henrera, dec. 9. lib. ii. c. 14. 
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that we find fuch an orderly arrangement of men book 
into different ranks , and fuch nice attention paid to vii. 
their various rights. 

The/pirit of the Mexicans , thus familiarized Their poiiti. 
and bended to fubordination , was prepared for fub* "' «o»aiMi^ 
mitting to monarchical government. But the de-i 
fcriptions of their policy and laws, by the Spa-, 
^iards who overturnied them , are fo inaccurate and 
contradidory^ that it is difficult to delineate the 
lorm of their conftitution with any precifion. Some* 
times they reprefent the monarchs of Mexico as 
:ibfolute , deciding according to their pleafure ^ 
with refped to every operaticm of the ftate. On 
^ther occafions j, we difcover the traces of eftab« 
lifhed cuftoms and. laws » framed in order to cir- 
cumfcribe the power of dbe crown , and we meet 
with rights and privileges of the nobles which feem 
to be oppofed as barriers againft its encroachments. 
This appearance of inconfiftency has arifen from 
inattention to the innovations of Montezuma upon 
the Mexican policy. His afpiring ambition fub- 
verted the oJriginal fyftem of government , and in^ 
troduced a pure defpotifm. He difregarded the 
aiicient laws , violated the privileges held moflr 
facred, and reduced his fubjeds of every order to 
the level of flaves *'. The chiefs , or nobles of the* 
firft rank , fubmitted to the yoke with fuch reluc- 
tance , that , from impatience to fhake it off, and. 
hope of recovering their rights , many of them 
courted the ptotedion of Cortes , and joined a 
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BOOK foreign power againft thcir.domcftic oppreflbr ". It 
vn. is^ not then under the dominion of Montezuma ^ but 
under the government of his predeccffors , that we 
can difcover what was the original fptm and genius 
of Mexican policy. From the foundation of the. 
monarchy to the eledion of Montezuma ^ it feems 
to have fubfifted with little variation. That body 
of citizens , which may be diftioguiflied by the 
name of nobility , formed the chief and moft re- 
fyedable order in the flate. They wore of yarJouS; 
ranks, as has already been obferved , arid their^ 
honors were acquired and tranfmitt^ in differ^afe: 
manners. Their nu>mbe|r ktms^ ta have, been greau 
According to an author ^accuftomed to examine 
with attention what he relates , there were in the 
Mexican empire thirty of this order, isach pf whom 
had in his territories about a hundred thoMfand 
people , and fubordinate to thfcfe , there were abouj^ 
tiiree thoufand nobles of a lower clafs "♦ The ter-' 
ritories belonging to the chiefs of Tezeuco and 
Tacuba , were hardly inferior in extent to thofe of 
the Mexican monarch **. Each of thefe poffeffed. 
complete territorial jurifdidipn , and levied taxe^ 
from their own vaffals. But all followed the ftand^* 
ard of Mexico in war, ferving with a number of 
men in proportion to their doniain, and moft of 
them paid tribute to its monarch, as their fupcriox 
Ibrd. 

** Herrera^dqc. 2. lib. r. c...io,:ii. Torquem^lib.iy. 
G. 49. '' Herrera, dec. 2. lib. viii. c. 12. 

** Torqucm. lih.ii, c. 57. Q(*ita, IflS. 

' ' In 
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In tracing thofe great lines of the Mexican con* q q o X 
ftitution , an image of feudal policy in its moft viu 
rigid form rifes to view, and we difcern its three 
di/linguilhing charaderiftics , a nobility poffefling 
almoU independent authority , a people depreffed 
into the lowed ftate of fubjedion , and a king in* 
trufted with the executive power of the ftate. Its 
fpirit and principles feem to have operated in. jth? 
New World in the fame manner , as in the ancient^ 
Thejurifdidion of thccro^n was extremely limitr 
ed. All real and effedive authority was retained 
by the Mexican nobles in their own hands , and the 
{hadow of it only left to the king. Jealous to ex^ 
ccfe of their own rjghts, they guarded with mod 
vigilant anxiety againft the encroachments of theic 
fovereigns. By a fundamental law of the en;)pire, 
it was provided that the king ihould not determine 
conc^ning any point of general importance,^ with- .,,.,- 
out the approbation of a council compofed of the 
prime nobility ". Unlefs he obtained their cqnfent 
be could not engage the nation in war , nor could 
he difpofe of the mod confiderable branch of th^ 
public revenue nt pleafure ; it was appropriated to 
certain purpofe3 from which it could not be di* 
verted by the regal authority alone *\ In order to 
fecure full effed to thofe conditutional redraints^ 
the Mexican nobles did not permit their crown to 
defcqnd by inheritance, but difpofed of it by eledion^ 
Xhe right of eledion feeqxs tp have been originally 

*' Hcnrcra, dec ^ lib^ i^ c^ 19. Id. dec. j. lib. Iv. c* t ^« 
Corita, MS/ * ' ** Hcrrefa/dec. j. lib, iv. c. 17. . 
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jB o K vefted in the whole body of nobility, but was aJPter* 
VII. >^ards committed to fix eledlors , of whom the 
Chiefs of Tezeuco and Tacuba were always two. 
From refpe<ft for the family of their monarchs , the 
choice fell generally upon fome perfon fprunj: 
from it. But as* the adlivity and valor of their 
prince were of greater moment to a people perpe- 
tually engaged in war , than a ftrid adherence to 
the order of birth , collaterals of mature age or of 
diftidguilhed merit were often preferred to thofe 
who were nearer the throne in dired defcent **. To 
this maxim in their policy , the Mexicans ap|>ear 
to be indebted for fuch a fucceffion of able and 
warlike princes , as raifed their empire in a fliort 
period to that extraordinary height of power , 
which it had attained when Cortes landed in New 
Spain. 
Power tna ' While the jurifdidion of the Mexican mo- 
fpieodorof narchs continued to be limited, it is probable that 
BMtQt^.^ it was exercifed with little oftentation. But as 
their authority became mor« extenfive , the fplen- 
dor of their government augmented. It was in 
this laft ftate that the Spaniards beheld it ; and 
flruck with the appearance of Montezuma's court, 
fhey defcribe its pomp at great length , and witk 
much admiration. The number of his attendants , 
the order , the filence , and the reverence 'With 
which they ferved him ; the vaft extent of his royaj 
manfion , the variety of i^s apartments allotted t# 

** AcoAa, lib. vi. e. 24. Herrera, dec. ). lib.E c. i)« 
Corita, MS* 
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different officers , and the oflentation with which 
his grandeur was difpiayed , whenever he permitted 
his fubjeds to behold him , feem to refemble th^ 
magnificence of the ancient roonajffihies in Afia^ 
rather than the fimplicity of the infant ftates in the 
Kew World. 

But it was not in the mere parade of royalty 
that the Mexican potentates exhibited their power ^ 
they manifefted it more beneficially in the order 
and regularity with which they conduced the in- 
ternal adminifllAtion and police of their dominions. 
Complete jurifdidlion , civil as well as criminal ^ 
over its own immediate vaQals , was vefted in the 
crown. Judges were appointed for each depart- 
ment, and if we may rely on the account which 
the Spanifli writers give of the maxims and laws 
upon which they founded their decifions with rc- 
(ped to the diftribution of property and the punifh- 
ment of cringes , juftice was adminiftered in the 
Mexican empire , with a degree of order and equity 
refembling Ayhat takes pl^ in focieties highly 
civilized. 

Their attention in providing for the fupport 
jof government was not lefs fagacious. Taxes were 
Jaid upon land, upon the acquifitions of induftryi 
and upon commodities of every kind expofed to 
fale in the public markets. Thcfe- duties were 
eonfiderahle, but not arbitrary or unequal. They 
ewere impofed according to eftablifhed rules,. and 
each knew what fhare of the common burden he 
Jd^d^ to l^es^r* As die ufe of money was unknown ^ 
all the taxes were paid in kind , and thus not only 

M« 



BOOK 

vn. 



Order of 
tbtir go* 



ProviGoil 
for the fap« 
l^rtofit. 



Digitized 



by Google 



^64 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

BOOK the natural produdions of all the different pro« 
VH# vinces in the empire , but every fpecies of manufac« 
ture, and every work of ingenuity and art, were 
f:olleded in t||e public ftore-houfes. From thofe the 
emperor fupplled bis numeros train of attendants 
in peace , and his armies during war , with food , 
with clothes , and ornaments. People of inferior 
condition , neither poflefling land nor engaged in 
commerce t were bound to the performance of va- 
rious fervices. By their ftated labor the crowns 
Jands were cultivated , public woii^ were carried 
bn , and the various houfes belonging to the emperor 
were built and kept in repair **. 

Tiidr police. Tlie improved ftate of government among the 
JMexicans is confpicuous , not only in points elfen^* 
tial to the being of a well-ordered fociety , but in 
feveral regulations of inferior confequence with tc^ 
fped to police. The inftitution which I have al» 
ready mentioned , of public couriers , ftationed at 
proper intervals , to convey intelligence from one 
j^attof the empine totth^ other, was a refinement 
in police not introduced into any kingdom of Eu- 
rope at that period. The ftrudure of the capital 
city in a lake , with artificial dikes , and caufeways 
pf great length , which, ferved as avenues to it from 
4ifikrent quarters , eredled in the water , with no 
leis ingenuity than labor , feems to be an idea that 
^oqld not have . occurred to any but a civilized 
.]people. The fahie obfervation may be applied to 

•* Herrera,de6.9«fib. ?ii.c,i}.dee. }.lib.inc.X(S»i7» 
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the ftrudlure of the aquedudb , or conduits, by b o o R 
vrhicb they conveyed a (Iream of frefli water » from vil. _ ;' 
a confiderable diftance , into the city, along one 
of the caufeways *'. The appointment of a num- 
ber of perfons to clean the (Ireets , to light them by 
fires kindled in different places , and to patrol as 
"watchmen during the night *' , difcovers a degree 
of attention which even poliihed nations are late in 
acquiring. 

The progrefs of the Mexicans in various arts , is Theiraru* 
confidered as the moft decifive proof of their fupe* 
rior refinement Cortes , and the early Spanifh au- 
thors , defcribe this with rapture , and maintain » 
that the mofl: celebrated European artifts could 
not furpafs or even equal them in ingenuity and 
neatnefs of workmanfhip. They reprefented men, 
animals , and other objeds , by fuch a difpofitioa 
of various colored feathers , as is faid to have 
produced all the effeds of light and fhade, stnd to 
have imitated nature with truth and delicacy. Their 
ornaments of gold and filver have been defcribed 
to be of a fabric no lels curious. But in forming 
any idea , from general defcriptions , concerning the 
fl:ate of arts among nations imperfedly poliihed, 
we are extremely ready to err. In examining the 
works of people whofe advances in improvement 
aire nearly the fame with our own , we view them 
with a critical , and often with a jealous eye. 
Whereas , when confcious of our own fuperiority, 

•* Sec NOTE XXIV. 

*' Henrera, dea z. lib.viiir c. 4«Tombio, MS«^ 
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BOOK wc furvcy the arts of nations comparatively rude , 
f VII. >ve are aftonifhed at works executed by them un- 
der fuch manifeft difadvantages , and ,in the warmth 
of our admiration , are apt to reprefent theni as 
produdlions more finiibed than they really are. To 
the influence of this illufion , without fuppofing 
any intention to deceive , we may impute the 
exaggeration of fome Spanifh authors, in their ac- 
counts of the Mexican arts. 

It is not from thofe defcriptions , but from con. 
fidering fuch fpecimens of their arts as are ftill pre- 
ferv^d , that wc muft decide concerning their de- 
gree of merit. As the fliip in which Cortes fent 
to Charles V, the moft curious produdlions of the 
Mexican artifans , which were colledled by . the 
Spaniards when they firft pillaged the empire , was 
taken by a French corlair *' , the remains of their 
"^ ingenuity are lefs numerous than thofe of the Pe- 
ruvians. Whether any of their works with fea- 
thers, in imitation qf. painting, be ftill extant in 
Spain , I have not learned ; but many of their or- 
naments in gold and filver , as well as various 
utenfils employed in common life , are depofited in 
^e magnificent cabinet of natural and artificial 
productions , lately opened by the king of Spain ; 
and I am informed by perfons on whofe judgment 
and tafte I can rely, that thefe boafted efforts of 
their art are uncouth reprefentations of common ob- 
jf dls , or very coarfe images of the human and fome 
Other forms , deftitute of grace and propriety *', 

'' Relax, de Cort R^muf. iii. 294, F, 
'* 5ee NOTE XXV. 
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The juftnefs of thefe obfervations is confirmed by B o o 
infpeditig the wooden prints or coppcr-platcs of vii. 
their paintings , which have been publifhed by va- 
rious authors. In them every figure of men, of 
quadrupeds, or birds, as well as every reprefenta- 
tion of inanimate nature , is extremely rude and 
awkward **. The hardeft Egyptian ftyle , ftiff and 

** Asafpccimenofthefpirit and flylcin which M. Clavi- 
gero makes his Aridures upon my Hiftory of America, I shall 
publish his remarks upon this paf&ge. ^^ Thus far Robertfon ; to 
^^ whom we anfwer, firft, That there is no reafon to believe 
^* that thofe rude works were really Mexican ; fecondly, 
^' That neither do we know whether thofe perfons in whofe 
^' judgment he confides, maybe perfons fit to merit our faith, 
^* becaufe we have obferved that Robertfon trufts frequently 
^ to the teftimony of Gage, Correal, Ihagnez, and other 
^* fuch authors, who are entirely undeferving of credit.— 
^* Thirdly, It is more probable that the arms of copper, be- 
^'lieved by thefe intelligent judges to be certainly Oriental, s 
"are really Mexican. " Vol. 11. 591. — ^When an author, 
not entirely deftitute of integrity or difcernment, and who has 
ibme folicitude about his own character, afferts that he re- 
ceived his information concerning any particular point from 
perfons " on whofe judgment and taftc ho^an rely ; " a very 
flcnder degree of candor, one fhould think, might induce 
the reader to believe that he docs not endeavour to impofc 
upon the public by an appeal to teftimony altogether un- 
worthy of credit. My information concerning the Mexican 
works of art depofited in the King of Spain's cabinet , 
was received from the late Lord Granths^m , ambaflador 
extraordinary from the court of London to that of Madrid , 
and from Mr. Archdeacon Waddilove, chaplain to the 
embafly y and it was upon their authority that I pronoun- 
ced the coat of armor , mentioned in the note , to be 
of Oriental fabric. As they were both at Madrid in their 
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BOOK imperfc<a as it was , is move elegant. The 
VII* fcrawls of children delineate objects, almoft as 
accurately. 

But however low the Mexican paintings may- 
be ranked, when viewed merely as works of art, 
a very different ftation belongs to them , when 
confidered as the records of theircountry , as hifto* 
rical monuments of its policy and tranfadions ; 
and they become curious as well as interefting ob- 
jects of attention. T he nobleft and moft beneficial 
invention of which human ingenuity can boaft , is 

public charaAer , when the firft edition of the Hiftory of 
America was publifhed , I thought it improper at that time 
to mention their names. Did their deciflon concerning a 
matter of tafte , or their teftimony concerning a point of 
fedt 9 ftand in need of confirmation , I might produce the 
evidence of an intelligent traveller, who, in defbribing 
the royal cabinet of Madrid , takes notice diat it contains 
**fpccimens of Mexican and Peruvian utenfils , vafes , &c. 
^* in earthen-ware, wretched both in tafte and execution." Dillon's 
Travels through Spain, p. 77. As Gage compofed his 
Survey of Nnxf Spain with all the zeal and acrimony of 
a new convert, I, have paid little regard to his teftimony 
with reQ>e<ft to points relating to religion. But as he 
refided in feveral provinces in New Spain, which travel- 
lers feldom vifit , and as he feems to have obferved their 
manners and laws with an intelligent eye, I have availed 
myfelf of his information with refpeft to matters where 
religious opinion could have little influence. Correal I 
have feldom quoted, and never refted upon his evidence 
alone. The ftation in whioh Ibagnez was employed in 
America, as well as the credit given to his veracity by 
printing bis Regno Jefuitico among the large collection of 
documents publiflied (as I believe by Authority) at Madrid , 
A, 0, 1767,, juftifies me for ajpealing to his authority* 
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that of writing. But the firft eflays of this art, BOOK 
which hath contributed more than all others to the vil. 
improvement of the fpecies, were very rude, and 
it advanced towards perfcdion flowly, and by a 
gradual progreflion. When the warrior , eager 
for fame , wiflied to tranfmit fome knowledge of 
his exploits to fucceeding ages ; when the grtiti* 
tude of a people to their fovereign prompted them 
to hand down jlti account of his beneficent deed$ 
to pofterity; the firft method of accomplifhing 
this , that feems to have occurred to them , was to 
delineate, in the beft manner they could, figures 
reprefenting the adion of which they were folici- 
tous to preferve the memory. Of this , which has 
very properly been called piBure-writing '* , we find 
traces among fome of the moft favage tribes of 
America. When a leader returns from the fields 
he ftrips a tree of its bark, and with red paint 
fcratches upon it fome uncouth figures, which re- 
prefent the order of his march , the number of his 
followers , the enemy whom he attacked , the fcalps 
and captives which he brought home. To thofe 
fimple annals he trufts for renown , and foothes 
himfelf with hope that by their meahs he Ihall re* 
ceive praife from the warriors of future times ". 
Compared with thofe awkward e0ays of their 
favage countiymen , the paintings of ihe Mexicahs 
may be confidered as works of compofition and 

'* Divine Legat. of Mofes, iii. 7;. 
•' Sir W. Johnfon, PhiloC Tranfaa:. tol.IxHi. p. 14?; 
Mem. de Ja Hontan. ii. 191* Lafitau, Moeurs des Sauv. it 4^* 
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BOOK defign. They were not acquainted , it is true , vrith 
v\h any other method of recording tranfadions , than' 
that of delineating the objeds which they wiihed 
to reprefent. But they could exhibit a more com- 
plect feries of events in progreflive order , and de* 
fcribe , by a proper difpofition of figures , the oc* 
currcncei of a king's reign from his acceflion to 
his death ; the- progrefs of an in&nt's education' 
from its birth until it attained to the years of ma- 
turity; the different recompenccs and marks of 
difttndion conferred upon warriors , in proportion 
to the exploits which they had performed. Some 
fingular fpecimens of this pidure-writing have 
been preferved , which are juftly confidered as the 
mod curious monuments of art brought from the 
New World. The moft valuable of thefe was 
publifhed by Purchas in fixty-fix plates. It js di- 
vided into three parts. The firft contains the 
hiftory of the Mexican empire under its ten mo- 
narchs. The fecond is a tribute-roll , reprefenting 
what each conquered town paid into the royal 
treafury. The third is a code of their inftitutions, 
domeftic , political , and military. Another fpeci- 
men of Mexican painting has been publifhed in 
thirty-two plates, by the prefent archbilhop of 
Toledo. To both are annexed a full explanation 
of what the figures were intended to reprefent* 
which was obtained by the Spaniards from Indians 
well acquainted with their own arts. The flyle of 
painting in all thefe is the fame. They reprefent 
things ^ not words. They exhibit images to the 
eye, not ideas to the underftanding. They may, 
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therefore, be confidered as the e^rlieft and moft book 
impcrfed; effay of men in their progrefs towards yti. 
difcovcring the art of writing. The defeds in 
this mode of recording tranfadlions muft have been 
early felt. To paint every occurrence was, from 
its nature, a very tedious operation ; and as affairs 
became more complicated , and eveiits multiplied 
in any fociety , its annals muft have fwelled to an 
enormous bulk. Befides this , no objeds could 
be delineated but thofe of fenfe ; the conceptions 
of the mind had no corporeal form , and as long 
as pidure-writing could not convey an idea of thefe, 
it muft have been a very imperfed art. The ne- 
ceflity of improving it muft have roufed and' fharp- 
ened invention , and the human mind holding the 
i^e courfe in the New World as in the Old , 
might have advanced by the fame fucceffive fteps, 
firft , from an adual pidure to the plain hierogly- 
phic ; next , to the allegorical fymbol ; then to the 
arbitrary charader ; until , at length , an alphabet 
of letters was difcovered, capable of expreffing all 
the various combinations of found employed in 
fpeech. In the paintings of the Mexicans we , ac- 
cordingly, perceive, that this progrefs was begun 
among them. Upon an attentive infpedion of the 
plates , which I have mentioned , we may obferve ^ 

fome approach to the plain or fimple hieroglyphic, 
where fome principal part or circuroftance in the 
fubjed is made, to ftand for the whole. In the an- 
nals of their kings , publiflied by Purchas , the 
towns conquered by each are uniformly reprefented 
in the fame manner by a rude delineation of n 
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BOOR faoufe ; but in ordef to point out the particular 
VII. towns which fubmitted to their vidorious arms , 
peculiar emblems , fometimes natural objeds, and 
ibmetimes artificial figures , are employed. In the 
tribute-roll , publilhed by the archbilhop of To<* 
ledo , the boufe , which was properly the pidure o£ 
the town» is omitted, and the emblem alone is 
employed to reprefent it. The Mexicans feem 
even to have made fome advances beyond this t* 
towards the ufe of the more figurative and fanciful 
hieroglyphic. In order to defcribe a^monarchr 
who had enlai^d his dominions by force of arms^ 
they painted a target ornamented witb darts , and 
placed it between him and thofe towns which he 
fubdued. But it is only in one inftance, the no- 
tation of numbers , that we difcern any attemptjpt 
exhibit ideas which had no corporeal form* Tne 
Mexican painters had invented artificial marks f or 
Jigm of convention , for this purpofe. By means of 
thefe, they computed the years of their kingt 
reigns, as well as the amount of tribute to be 
paid into the royal treafury. The figure of a 
circle reprefented unit, and in fmall numbe^rs, the 
computation was made by repeating it. Larger 
nuAibers were exprefled by a peculiar mark, and 
• they had fuch as denoted all integral numbers, 

from twenty to eight thouland. The fhort dura* 
tion of their empire prevented the Mexicans from 
advancing fortber in that long courfe which con- 
duds men from the labor of delineating real ob« 
j^ds , to the fimplicity and eafe of alphabetic 
writing. Their records^ notwithftanding (bme dawA 
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of fuch ideas as might have led to a more perfedl book 
ftyle^ can be confidercd as little more than a fpecies viL 
of pidurc -writing , fp far improved as to mark their ^ 
fuperiority over the favage tribes of America ; but ' 
ftill fo defedive , as to prove that they had not pro- 
ceeded far beyond the firft ftage in that progrefs 
which muft be completed before any people can be 
ranked among poliflied nations '*. 

Their mode of computing time may be confix Their nod* 
dered as a more decifiv^e evidence of their progrefe f^compat. 
in improvement They divided their year into "* 
eighteen months , each confiding of twenty days ^ 
amounting in all to three hundred and fixty. But 
as they obferved that the courle of the fun was not 
completed in that time , they added five days to 
the year. Thefe, which were properly intercalary 
days, they termed fupernumerary or waflei and as 
4bey did not belong to any nK>nth , no work was 
done 9 and no facred rite performed on them ; they 
were devoted wholly to feftivity and padime '*. This 
il^ar approach to philofophical accuracy is a re* 
markable proof that the Mexicans bad beftowed fome 
attention upon inquiries and fpeculations , to which 
men in a very rude ftate never turn their thoughts '*. 

•* See NOTE XXVI. 

" Acofta, lib. vi. c. 3. 

** The Mexicanmodeofoomputmg time, and every othdl 
particular relating to their chnniology, have been confid^ 
ably elucidated by M. Clavigero, VoL I. 288 ; Vol. 11. Z2^, 
&c. The obfervations and theories of the Mexicans concern- 
ing thofe fubjefis.difcover a greater progreis in ipeculative 
fdcnce than we find among any pco|^ in the New ^arld» 



Digitized 



by Google 



ijr4 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

BOOK Such are the mod ftriking particuUrs in the 
viL manners and policy of the Mexicans which ex- 

Facttifldi. jjii^jj. fjj^cm to view as a people confiderably refined. 

froanp*©. But from other circumftances , one is apt tofufpe<% 

grefsidoi- that their charader, and many of their inftitutions , 

TiUxation. jj J ^^^ ^g.^^ greatly from thofe of the other inha* 
bitants of America. 

Thefrwtrt Like the rude tribes around them^ the Mexi- 
*^ind1rroiL -^°^ ^^^^ inceflantly engaged In war, and the 

«vi* motives which prompted them to hoflility feem to 

have been the fame. They fought, in order to 
Ipratify their vengeance , by fliedding the blood of 
their enemies. In bat(^ thjey ware chiefly intent 
on taking prifoners , and it was by the number of 
thefe that they eftimated jthe glory of viiftory. No 
captive was ever ranfoQied or (pared. All were 
facnfice4 'without mercy , and their flefli devoured 
>vith the fame, barbarous joy as among thfc fiorceft 
lavages., Oa fome occafions it rofe to even wilder 
cxceffes. Their principal warrior^ covered them^ 
Xelves with the (kins of the uohappy va<^ims , and 
.danced about the ftreets ^ boafting of their own var 
Jor^ and exulting ovc|r their enemies". Even ia 
their civil inftitutiops we difcoVer; traces of th^jjt 
barbarous difpofition which their fyftem of war 
infpired. The four chief counfellors of the em- 
pire were diftinguiflied by titles, which could 
, iiave beeii affumed only •by a people who de- 
lighted in blood **. This ferocity of charadcr 

*' HejTcra,.dec. f, lib.iit c. 15. Gom. Chron. c. 217% 

.... ,** -Sec NOTE XXVJL . i ' .. . . A 
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prevailed among all the nations of New Spain, boor 

The Tlafcalans , the people of Mechoacan, and viL 

other ilates atennaity with the Mexicans , delighted 

equally in war, and treated their prifoners with the 

fame coielty. In proportion as mankind combine 

in fecial union , and live under the influence o£ 

equal laws and. regular policy, their manners fofc 

ten, fentiments of humanity arife, and the rights 

of the fpecies come to be underftood. The fierce. 

nefs of war aSates, and even while engaged in 

hoftility, men remember what they owe on^ to 

another. The fevage fights to de(lroy,-the citizen 

to conquer. The former neither pities nor fpares, 

the latter has acquired fenfibility which tempers 

his rage.^ To this fenfibility the Mexicans feem 

to have been perfed.ftrangers ^ and among them 

war was carried on with fo much of its original 

barbarity , that we cannot but (utpeSt their degree 

of civilization to have been very imperfeft. 

Their funeral rites were not Icfs bloody than TMrfvnt* 
thofe of the moft favage tribes. On the death of- :*Mfius, , 
any diftinguiflied perfonage, efpecially of the Emi* 
perbr , a certain number of his attendants^ were 
chofen to accompany him to the other world ,. andi 
thofe unfortunate vidims were put to death without 
Hjprcy, and buried in the fame tomb'^ 

Though their agriculture was. more -extenfive xhefr asruj 
than that of the roving tribes who trufted chiefly* cuitiirtiipp 
to their bow for food, it feems not ton have fup- p"^«"* 
plied them with fuch fubfiftence as men require 

'' H^errert, dec. |. lib« ii. c. i^g. QouL Chron. C: zoz. 
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E o o K vrhen engaged in efforts of adlive induftiy. The 
Vth Spaniards appear not to have been.ftruck with any 
fuperiority of the Mexicans over the other people 
of America in bodily vigor. Both, according 
to their obfervation , were of fuch a feeble frame 
as to be unable to endure fatigue > apd the if rength 
of one Spaniard expeeded that of feveral Indians^ 
This they imputed to their fcanty diet ,, on poor 
fere, fufficicnt to prefcrve life, but not to givQ 
firnuiefs to the conftitution. Spch a remark could 
hardly have beeii made with .re^edl. to ai^ people 
furniflbed plentifully with the Decenaries . of )ife« 
tThe difficulty which Cortes fdund in procuring 
fubfiftence for his Imall body of. foldiers , /whQ 
awere often conftrained to live on the ^ontaneoul 
produdions of the earth ,. feems to confirm :th<l 
remark of the Spanifii writers^ and gives no higfjt 
idea of the ftate of cultivation of the Mexicaif 
empire ". 
AfiirAier ' A pradice that was univerfal in New Spain 
Vfoof oftUi. appears to favor this opinion. The IVIexieaft 
women gave fuck to their chiklren for feveral 
yeafs , 4ind during that time they did not, cpfaabi^ 
with their hu(bands "* This precaution againft ^ 
bardenfome inereafe of progeny , though neceflary i ' 
as I have already obferved , among favages ^ who^ 
from the hardfliip^ of their condition^ and theJ pre- 
carioufnels of their fubfiftence, find it impoflible 



'** Relaz. ap.1Ramuf. iiL jo6, A. Hcrreta, dec. j. 13b. ivw 
ft* 17. dec. 2. lib* vL c. 16. 
' .'*. Gqwu Chroit o^ za^.Hntctsi, dot. }. Kh. hr. c. 16. 

to 
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to r^ar a iaumei'dus family , can haiiJly be foppoTod V O # g 
16 have coiitimied among a people wfeato^cd^t Vll/ 
e^fe and in abundance. - • %': r 

The vaft extcrit of the MeKlcan empire; igvdiidf Ooiibucc»# 
has been co^fidered , an<* wkhfuUice , as cbeimoft exSlSM 
dccHive proof 0{ a eoiifiderarbte progrefs iti' regular Mpir#, 
govcrnmeftc and pofice , is ofte of thofc feds.ici 
the hiftory of the New World ^hichfeems to have 
been admitted without due ebtamination of ibffi^ 
cient evidence. The Spariifli hiftoriaas , in ortler 
to magnify the valor of their countrymen f krd ! ' ""' 
accuftomed to reprefent the dominion of Monte-* .,.,,. .;,i 
2uma as ftretching over all the provii|ces of NeM^ .^u-u.^ 
Spain from the NofthertI to the Southern OcpanJ 
But a great part of the mountainous country .wad 
poffeffed by the Otcmits^ a fierce uncivilized 
people, who fe^m to have been the refiduid either 
crigiAal inhabitants. The provrnees towarci^'itho 
lH>rtfa and weft of Mexico were bccupiied hy tfae^ 
OikkiMecas ^ and other tribes of Jiiunter5;wriNonte 
of thefe recognifed theMescioati imonarchi siii^theib 
fuperior. Even in the interior^ knd more levelf 
country, there were feveial citicsr and . province© 
which had never fubmitted to tBe Mexicali y^ixke^ 
TIafcala, though only t wen t^^one. leagues froioi die 
capital of the eit^pire, was^aii independent andholk 
tile republic. Cbbltfla , though ftill nearer^ ha4 
beenfubje^ed only a (hort timeiibefore tbe.arrtvaib 
of the Sp2^niards. Tepeaca , at the diftance d . 
thirty leagues from IVIe^cp;i (^m$ to bay^e been 

Vol. W. N * 
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k-jqjaftatcdftajie,-lg<)kvcrncd by it* awn . law* *** 
MdchjiaGajfrji'tbfe ftpntierof which ejttqnded within 
forty leagues of Mexico, w?s a powerful Icingdono , 
rbhkckabirfor us implacable enmity to the IVIexi- 
iRnnn^tnoV., By th^fehoftile powers r*bp Mexican 
ciaipiriBMfas circumfcribcd on every f^iiarter, and tHe 
Bi^ide^ whkh we are apt to form of it from the 
dcfbtiptian ef-thcSpanilbhiftorians^, Should be con^ 
fiflciaWy. moderated* ;> 

i/Ia confequenco of this independence of fevcral 
flate^ fin .New Spain, upon the Mexican eqopire, 
there NA^aS:not any confiderable intercourfe between 
ks^ViariouSjprovinces.? Even in the interior coun« 
tny!:;$jfibft}&v:diftaat from ihc capital, ther^e feqm td 
have been; no roads to facijitatc tjbe commjunicatiqtf 
AfcbHe diftrift with another; and wbcn the Spa- 
Bririb ficft attempted topenetrate into it, they bg^ 
to! xipimi their ^wayvtbrpiighforefts aiid: rtJarfl^es *% 
€I*rte«4 in his ad vcnturoui march from. Mexieo f^ 
Honybrasiia .152^,, met with dbfti?u^io;is» and en* 
diuiidtenlihip&yjittle inferior, to .tbofe wi^h which 
fte/jfauft have flruggled in the moftluncivilize4 
Bcgroni of Axtterica. In fome plaeesf he could 
haifcHy tforce a paffage* through impervious woods, 
and piafns ovcrflowed\Avitb water- Jn otber$ he 
fdoildib little cultivation ,.. that bis ti^ops were fre- 
4ijwfat|y^in danger of perifljing byjfanaine, Socb 
fta^iicocrefpond dfllc with .the pompoiiis defcriptioni 
, ^o 30f«f.Q b ti't :\ \ .■ 

■' • • -• fl^r^,- deev^>;i lib. XrCifPif^ B; Diaz, c. if#. 
.** Herrera, dec. ;. lib. 11. c. io» 
*• B. Diaz, c. 166. c. 176. . • / 
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vrliieh the Spanifli writers give of Mexican police b o d tt 
and induftry,, and convey an idea *of a coUntry vii# 
xiearly fimilar to that poffeCTediby thelndiaaj^ribes 
in North- America. Here ^d there a trading ^or a 
vrar path^ as they are called in North- America, Icdr 
from one fcttlcment to anoibcr *\.but generally thcrci 
appeared no figti of any eftablifhed communica- 
tion, few marks of induftry^^and fewermontimentft 
of art. i : . : V 

, A proof of this jraperfedtion in their commer^ Parther^rorf 
cial intercQurfe no lefs ftriking, is tHeir want of ®^*^«^ 
money , or hxn^ univerfal ftandard by which to cfti-? 
mate tjif ; Yalue of commodities. The difcovery o£ 
thisr is arii(>ag the.fteps of- greafteft confeqiience itt 
the pr.ogt^fs .of' t>atidns.L . Until it has been jnadc f 
all thejt; trat)fa(itioi;iis mi||^ be fo awkwali^d-j- fdopd* 
JCdfe^ artd fp limited , that we m£ay boldly pronounce 
^hat tbey^hive advanced but a little 'way in theiip 
Career, Tb^ invention., of iiich ar cQmrnercial*lland9 
ard is f^^^fjach high antiquity in our heimifpB^re^ 
and rife% fp far. beyond the aera' of authentic 
fciftory^ij^s to appear almoft coeval with the cxift* 
enceof foiaety.f The preckms tnetals feem to have 
befen fcirijfi.employe4 for' thirf purpofev and front 
their |)erip^i*nt,value4'thQir divifibility, and ihany 
other quaJ^ities, they ai^e better adaptedttofervc as 
Sk,.i:onnnofi ftjindard than anyi other/ftibftaricc of 
which pjttur^ Jtas given us the commlcihd. But in 
the New.World, where.thefe metals abound mofl;^ 
(hif.iure^af thetn.was.not known.* The cxigonded 

- - • ' t * \ . : r / - 

N« ■ # 
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J. K of rude tribes, or of monarchies imperfeAly civi* 
vu. lized, did no't call for it. All their commercial in«^ 
tcrcourfe was carried on by barter, and their igao^ 
ranee of any common (landard by which to facili- 
tate that exchange of commodities which contri* 
biAtesfp much towards the comfort of life, may be 
juftly mentioned as an evidence of the infant ftate 
of their policy. But even in the New World the 
inconvenience of wanting fome general inftrument 
•> of commerce began to bfe felt, and fome efforts 

' were made towards fapplying that defed. The 
Mexicans, among wtiom the number and greatnefs 
of their cities gave rife to a more extended com- 
aaercQ than in any part of America, had begun to 
employ a common ftandard of value , which ren- 
dered "fmbHcT* tranfaftions^nch more eafy. As 
diocolate :was tiie; favorite drink ol perfons ia 
every rank of life <, the nuts or almonds of cacao ,r' 
of which it is compdfed, were of fuch univerfal 
^.,^ c^nfumption, that, in ti^ir ftated marketfii', thefe 
Were willingly* received in return for commodities^ 
erf fmali price. Thus they came to be confidered 
as the inftrument of commerce, and the value of 
what one wJGbed to difpofe of, was eftimated by the 
i^umber x>f nuts of the eacio^ which he might ex- 
. ped ia Exchange for it This feems to^the ut- 
t\ iaoft leiigthrwWch the Americans had ar^anced to^ 

'"% ' ' wardsthcxlifcovery of any expedient for fiipplying 

the ufeof money.-iAhdf if the wantof it is to be 
« keid ^ pn one liaAd , as a proof of tbeslr barbarity , 
this expedient for fupplying that want, fhould be 
Emitted ^ on the g$hor ,;:as.an evidtope.no lefi fatif- 

w 
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fying, of fome progrefs vrhich the Meiiicans bad ! 
4(nade in refinement and civilization , beyond the 
favage tribes around them. 

In Aicb a rude ftate were many of the Mexican 
provinces when firft vifited by their conquerors. 
Even their cities / extenfive and populous as they 
were, feem more fit to be the habitation of men 
jyft emerging from barbarity , than the refidcnce 
of a polifbed people. The defcription of Tlafcaht 
nearly refehibles that of an Indian village. A 
number of low draggling huts , fcattered about 
Sitegularfy , according to the caprice of each pro- 
prietor, built with turf and (lone and thatched 
with reeds, without ai^ light but what they re- 
ceived by a door, fo low that it could not be 
entered upright**. In Mexico, though, from the 
peculiarity of its fituation , the difpofttion of the 
boufes was more orderly , the ftrudure of the 
greater part was equally mean. Nor does the 
fabric of their temples, and other public edifices, 
;ippear to have been fuch as entitled -tb^m to the 
high praifes bellowed upon them by many Spanifh 
authors. As far as one can gather from thieir ob- 
fcure and inaccurate defcriptions, the great tempte 
of Mexico, the moft famous in New Spain, which 
has been reprefented as a magnificent building, 
raifed to fuch a height , that the afcent to it was by 
a (lair-<afe of a hundred and fourteen fteps, was a 
folid mafs of earth of a fquare form , faced partly 
with (lone. Its bafe on each fide extended ninety 



K 



Doul>tf eon* 
cerfi in stilt 
ftate of titilr 
dtitff.' 



Templcff, 



Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vi. e. iz. 
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ir It leet, and decreafing gradually as it advanced ill 
VII. height , it terminated in a quadrangle of about 
thirty feet, where were placed a (hrine of the deity 
and two altars on which the vidlims were facri- 
ficed *'. All the other celebrated temples of New 
^pain exadly refembled that of Mexico *** Such 
ftrudures convey no high idea of progrefs in art 
and ingenuity; and one can hardly conceive that 
% form more rude and fimple could have occurred 
-to a nation in its firft efforts towards eredting any* 
ipreat work. 
•Bd other Greater (kill and ingenuity were difplayed, if 
bufldj Kf. ^^ ^^y ^^'^^^^ ^^^ Spanifh hiftorians , in the 
houfes of the emperor and in thofe of the principal 
nobility. There, fonie elegance of defign was vi- 
fible , and a commodious arrangement of the apart- 
ments was attended to. But if buildings corre- 
fponding to fuch defcriptions had ever exifted in 
the Mexican cities , it is probable that fome re. 
mains of them would ftiU be vifible. From the 
manner in which Cortes conduced the fiege of 
Mexico, we can indeed eafily account for the 
total deftrudion of whatever had any appearance of 
fplendor in that capital. But as only two cen- 
turies and a half have elapfed fince the conqueft of 
New Spain, it feems altogether incredible that in 
a period fo fhort, every veftige of this boafted 
clegjince and grandeur fliould have difappeared; 
and that in the other cities, particularly in thofe 

** Herrera, dec. 2< lib. vii. c, ly, 
♦' Scfe NOTE XXVm. 
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vhich did hot fuffiet by the deftrudliy^ .4iamiI-:o£ y q o S 
the conqueroi^ , there ;are any ruins , vehich can be vii^ 
confidered as -monuments of their ancient .ma(gnifi-t 
cence. - ; , . 

Even in a village of the rudeft Indians there 
are buildings of greater extent and elevation than 
conimoii dwelling - houfes. Such as are deD^in^d* 
for holding the council of the tribe , and in wbifh 
all affemble on occafions of public feftivity , may: 
be called ilately edifices , when compared with the* 
reft. As among the Mexicans the diftindion of 
ranks was eftabliihed, and property was unequally 
divided , the number of diftinguiljbed ftruiflures in 
their towns would of courfe be greater than in 
other parts of America* But thefe feem ilot to 
hav6 been either fo folid or magnificent as to merits 
the pompous epithets which fome Spaniffa author^ 
employ in defcribing them. It is probable that^ 
though more ornamented, and built on a larger 
fcale , they were ereded with the fame flight mat&* 
rials which the Indians employed in their commoa 
buildings ^', and Time, in a fpace muchlefs tbaa> 
two hundred and fifty years , may have fwept away 
all remains of them **. 

From this enumeration of fads, it feems, upon 
the whole , to be evident , that the ftateof fociety in' 
Mexico was confidcrably advanced beyond that of 
the fayage tribes which we have delineated. But it 
is no lefs manifeft , that with refped to naany parti*, 
culars , the Spanifh accounts of their progrefs 

'' »> 

*' See NOTE XXIX. ** See NOTE XXX. 
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M ^41 appear to be higbly.embellifhed. There is not a more 
"Vir; frecfuent oir a more fertile fource of deception in ^e* 
fcribing th« manners and arts of favage nations « or 
of fucb as are iroperfedly civilised , than that of ap*' 
ptyiitg to them the names and phrafes appropriated 
to the inditutions and refinements of poliibed life# 
When the leader of a fmall tribe , or the head of 
a rude community » is dignified vrith the name of 
king or .emperor, the place of his refidence can 
t^ceive no other name but that of his palace^ and 
*«7hatever his attendants may be, they muft be called 
bis court Under fucb appellations they acquire; 
in our eftimation , an importance and dignity whiclr 
doel not belong to them. The iUufion fpreadsV 
and giving a falfe color to every part of the nar«^ 
rative , th€ imagination is fo much carried awajr 
with the refemblance, that it becomes difficult ta 
difcern objeds as they really are. The Spaniards, 
when they firft touched on the Mexican coafl/ 
Were fo much ftruck with the appearance of attain* 
ikients in policy and in the arts of life , far fuperior 
to thofe of the rude tribes with which they were' 
Jlitberto acquainted, that they fancied they had 
at length difcovered a civilized people in the New: 
World. This comparifon between the people of 
Mexico and their uncultivated neighbours , they ap- 
pear to have kept conftantly in view , and obferving 
with admiration many things which marked the pre«' 
eminence of the former , they employ in defcribing 
their imperfed^ policy and infant arts , fuch terms^ 
as are applicable to the inditutions of men far be* 
yond them in improvement. Both thefe circum* 
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ftances concur iri dejtra<aing fi*om the credit due tci B o o k 
the dcfcriptioDS of Mexican manners by the early vii. 
S|)anifli writers. By drawing a parallel between 
them and thofe of people fo touch lefs civilized , 
they raifed their own ideas too high. By their mode 
of defcribing them , they conveyed ideas toothers* 
no lefs exalted above truth. Later writers have 
adopted the ftylc of the original hiftorians, and im* 
proved upon^ it The^colors with which De Soli^ 
delineates the charaAerand defcribes the actions of 
Montezuma , the fplendor of bis court , the lawsf 
and policy of bis empire , are the fame that he mu(i 
have employed in exhibiting to view the monarch- 
and inftitutions of a highly polifbed people. 
' But though we may admits that the warm ima- 
gination of the Spanifh writers hgs added fome 
embelliihment to their defcriptions , this wilt not 
juftify the decifive and peremptory tone , with 
which feveral authors pronounce all their accounts 
of the Mexican power, policy and laws, to be the 
fidUons of men who wifbed to deceive, or who de- 
lighted in the marvellous. There are few hiftorical 
fads that can be afcertained by evidence more un* 
exceptionable , than may be produced in fupport 
of the material articles, in the defcription of the 
Mexican conftitution and manners. Eye-witneffes 
relate what they had beheld, men who had rcfided 
among the Mexicans , both before and after the 
conqucft, defcribe inftitutions and cuftoms which 
were familiar to them, perfons of fuch diflferent 
profeffions that objcds muft have prefented them- 
JTdves to their vie>y under every various afjpedlj 
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BOOK foldicrs, pricfts, and lawyers, all concur in theft 
VII. tcftimotiy. Had Cortes ventured to impofe upon 
his fpvereign , by exhibiting to him a pidure o£ 
imaginary manners , tbere wanted not enemies and 
rivals wh6 were qualified to dete<ft his deceit , and 
who would have rejoiced in expofing it But ac^ 
cording to the juft remark of an author, whbfe im 
genuity has illuftrated, and whofe eloquence has 
aKlomed , the biftory of America** , this fuppoTition 
is in itfelf a$ improbable, as the attempt would 
hav6 been audacious. Who among the deftroyers 
of this great empire was fo enlightened by fcience, 
or fo attentive to the progrels and operations of 
men in focial life, as to frame a fiftitious fyftem of 
policy fo well combined and fo confident, as that 
which they delineate, in their accounts of the 
Mexican government? Where could they hkvc 
borrowed the idea of many inflitutions in legifia* 
tion and police , to which , at that period , there 
was nothing parallel in the nations with which they 
were acquainted ? There was not, at the beginning 
of the fixteenth century, a regular ellabiilbment 
of pofts for conveying intelligence to the foyeretgd 
of any kingdom in Europe. The fame obfervation 
will apply to what the Spaniards delate, with re* 
fped to the ftrudurc of the city of Mexico, th* 
regulations concerning its police , and various laws 
cftabli/hcd for the adminiftration of juftice, orfe* 
curing the happinels of the community. Whoever 
is accuftomed to contemplate the progrefs of 

*• M. TAbbc Raynal, Hift. philof. tSspoUt&c.iiL 127. 
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iiatiorts, will often, at very early ftagesof k,difcover w o c» ft 
a premature and unexpe<ftecl dawn of thofc ideasi yiu 
Hybich give rile to inftitutions that are the pride 
and ornament of its moft advanced period. Even 
in a ftate as impeffedjy polifhed as the Mexican 
empire, the happy genius *of fome fagacious ob^ 
ferver , excited or aided by circumftances unknown 
to us, may have introduced inftitutions which arc 
feldom folind but in focieties highly refined; But 
it is almoft impoffible that the illiterate conquerors 
of the New World fhould have formed in any one 
inftance a conception of cuftoms and laws, beyond 
the ftandard of improvement in their own age 
and country. Or if Cortes had been capable of 
this, what inducement had thofe by whom he wa$ 
fuperfeded to continue the deception? Why (hould 
Gorita, or Motolinea, or Acofta, have amufed 
their fovereigq or their fellow citizens with a tale 
purely fabulous? 

In one particular, however, the guides whom . Religion ot 
we muft follow have reprefented the Mexicans to 
be more barbarous , perhaps , than they really were. 
Their religious tenets , and the rites of their wori 
Ibip, arc defcribed by them as wild and cruel in 
an extreme degree. Religion ,' which occupies no 
ei>wfiderable place in the thoughts of a favage i 
whofe conceptions of any fupcrior power are ob- 
fcure, and his facred. rites few as well as fimple. 
Was foritied, among the Mexicans, into a regular 
fyftem, with its complete train of priefts, temples, 
vidims, and feftivals. This, of itfelf, is a clear 
pro6f that the ftate of the Mexicans was very 
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9 a e R different fr6ni that of the ruder Americaui tribm» 
?il« But from the extravagance of their religious no- 
tions, or the barbarity of thek rites, no Gonclufioii 
can be. drawn with certainty concerning the degree 
of their civilization. For nations , long after their 
ideas begin to enlarge, and their manners to refine, 
adhere to fyftems of fuperftkion founded on the 
crude conceptions of early ages. From the genius 
of thelVlcxican religion we may, however, form 
a mod juft conclufion with refped to its influence 
upon tbe.cbaradler of the people. The afped of 
fuperftition in Mexico was gloomy and atrocious^^ 
Its divinities were clothed with terror, and 4e*» 
lighted in vengeance. They were exhibited to the 
people under deteftable forn»s, which created hor- 
ror. The figbres of ferpents, of tigers, and of 
other deftrudlive animals, decorated their temples^ 
Fear was the only principle that infpired their vo* 
taries. Fafls, mortifications , and penances , all ri* 
gid, and many of them ^excruciating to an ex- 
trctne degree, were the means employed toappeafe 
the wrath of their gods, and the Mexicans never 
approached their altars without fprinkling them 
with blood drawn from their own bodies. .But , of 
all .offerings^ human facrifices were deemed the 
rooft acceptable. This religious belief, mingli^ 
with the implacable fpirit of vengeance, andadding 
new force to it, every captive taken in war was 
brought to the temple, Avas devoted as a vidlim to 
the deity, and facrificed with rites no lefs folemn 
than cruel '*. The heart and head were the portion 

** Cort Relaz. ap. RamuC uu 240, &c. B. Dift, e. Sz. 
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confecrated to the gods; the warrior, by whofe B 00 s, 
prowefs the prifoner had been feized, carried off Vit 
the body to feaft upon it with his friends. Under 
t^ impreffiori of ideas fo dreary and terrible, and 
accuftomed daily to fcenes of bloodflied rendered 
awful by religion, the heart of man muft harden » 
and be fteekd to every fentiment of humanity. 
The fpirit of the Mexicans was accordingly un* 
feeling, and the genius of their religion fo far 
counterbalanced the influence of policy and arts^ 
that notwithftanding their prbgrefs in both , their 
knanners, inftead of foftening, became more fierce. 
To what circumftances it was owing that fuper* 
-ftition aifunved fuch a dreadful form ^mong tfai 
Mexicans , w« have not fufiicient knowledge of their 
liiflory to determine. But its influence is vifible; 
and produced an -effeA that is fingular in the hiftorj^ 
^ the human fpecies. The manners of the people '• 

in the New World who had made the greateft 
jprogrefs in the arts of policy, • were the ' mbft 
ferocious , and the barbarity of fomeof theircuftonis 
exceeded even thofe of the favage ftatc. 

The empire of Peru boafts of *a higher antii» 
v^viiy than that of Mexico. According to the tra? 
ditionary accounts colleded by the Spaniards , it 
had fubfi&ed foar hundred years, under twelve 
fucceflive monarchs. But the knowledge of theit 
ancient ftory, which the Peruvians could commi«t> 
sxioace tx> their conquerors 9 muft have been both 
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Acofta, lib. V. c. i;|, &c. Herrera, dec. ;. lib. ii. c^ iSt&0» 
Sowra* Own. c. 80, &Q. Sec DTOIfi XXXI^ 
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g o CTK imperfed und uncertain". Like the <>ther Aiiie*^ 
VII. rican nations , they were tot^ly unacquainted with 

tiBceruiii. the art of writing, j^nd deftitute of the only mean$ 
by which the memory of paft. tr^nfaftion$ can bte 
prq'ferved with any degree of accuracy. Evca 
among people to whom the ufe of letters is known # 
the sera where the authenticity of hiftory conh 
mences, is much poAerior to the introdudtion of 
writing* That noble invention continued every 
where ^ to be long fubfervient to the <^otna)on 
pufinefs and wants of life , before it was employed 
|ii recording eyents, with a view of conv^yirtg 
( information from one age to another* But in no 
country did ever tradition alone c^rry down hiC- 
forical knowli^dge, in any full continued ftream^ 
during a period of half the length that thci mo*- 
uarcby of Peru is (aid to have fvibGfted. ' l 

Defects itt The Quipos^ or knots on cprds pf.differcniB do 

rteJr records Iqxs . whicb are celebrated by authors fond of the 
marvellous, a$ if they had been regular annals iO|f 
ithe empire, imperfedly fupplied the place of wril^^ 
ing. According to the obfcurc defcription of them 
I?y Acofta **, which Garcilaffodela Vegahasadbpted 
with little variation and no improvement, the qui^' 
pos fcem to have biSefi a device for rendering c^ 
culation more expeditious add accurate. By .tbk 
various, colors different objeds Mrere denoted, and 
by ^ph knot. a diftindl number. .Thus an account 
wasi taken ^ and a. kind of regifler kept, of the 
inhabitants in each province, or of the feverai 



\ 
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^Fo4u<3ions colleded there for public ufe. But as by b # 9 K 
thcfe knots , however varied or combined , no moral vu. 
jot abftr^<3: idc^, no operation or quality of the 
mind could be reprefented , they contributed little 
Awards prefetving the xpetfiory of ancient events 
and inftitutigns. By the Mexican paintings and 
Symbols ^ rude as they were, more knowledge 
p( remote tranfa^ions feems to have been conr 
yeyed , th^ip the Peruvians could derive from their 
boafted qyipos. Had the latter been even of more 
fixtenfive ufe , and better adapted to fupply the place 
of written records , they perilhed fo generally , to- 
gether with other monuments of Peruvian it^gC'^ 
nuity , in the wreck occafioncd by the Spanilh con* 
queft, and the civil wars fubfequent to it, that no 
^ccjcffion of light or knowledge comes from them« 
All the zeal of Garcilaffo de ]a Vega, fqr the laor 
pot of that race of monarchs. fr6m whom he de- 
(cended, all .the induftry of his refearches, and the 
fuperior advantages with which he carried th^m on> 
opened no (burce of information unknowp to the 
Spanifli authors who wrote before him. In his Rayttl 
Commentaries, he confines himfelf to iljuftrate >vb^t 
they had related concerning the antiquities and iue 
flitutions of Peru " ; and hi$ illuftrations , like their 
accounts, are derived entirely from the traditionary 
tales current among his countryman. . 
( Very little credit then is due to the minute dct 
tails which have been given of the exploits , the 
]}atdes , the Qpnquefts, and.priy^lie charader of tb^ 
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$ > K early Peruvian monarchs. We can reft upon ti<Si 
. VII. 4bing in their ftory , as authentic , but a few fadls , fo 
interwoven in the fyftem of their religion and po*» 
licy , as preferred the memory of them from being 
loft; and upon thd defcription bf'fuch cuftoms and 
inftitutions as continued in force at the time of the 
conqueft , and fell under the immediate obfervatioa 
t>{ the Spaniards, By attending carefully to thefe^ 
• and endeavouring to feparate them from what ap- 
pears to be fabulous, or of doubtful authority, I 
have labored to form an id«a of the Peruviaft 
government and manners. 
OrifMiof - The people of Peru, as I have already bb^ 
Scr^ ferved '\ had not advanced beyond the rudeft 
form of favage life , when Manco Capac , and hi* 
confbrf Mama OcoHo , appeared to inftrud and 
•civilize them. Who thefe extraordinary pcr- 
foniges were , whether they imported their fyftem 
of legiflation and knowledge of arts from fome 
i^ountry more improved , or , if natives of Peru i 
how they acquired ideas fo far fup^rior to thofc of 
the people whom they addreffed, are circum* 
Hances with refpedl to which the Peruvian tra- 
dition conveys no information. Martco Capact 
and his confort, taking advantage of the pro* 
peiifity in the Peruvians to fuperftition, and par* 
ticularly of their veneration for the Sun , pretended 
to be children of that glorious luminary, and to^ 
deliver their inftrudlions , in his name and au- 
thority. The iliukit;iide Jiftened and befiey^d. 



** Book vu p. 20, &C- 
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What reformation ia policy aod manhers At Boro H' 
jPeruvians akxibt to thbfe founders of tbekr Vtt 
ciiipire^ and bow, fironi the pfcccptt rif the 
Inca and his conforty their ancfcfldrs grkduall)^ 
acquired foihe knowledge bf tbofe artSi a^A 
fctne relifli for that indtiftrjr, ^^rhich rehdfct fabJ 
fiftence fecur^ and life comfortable 4 hath bee^ 
formerly related. Thofo bleflings tvertf origittaliy 
confined within narrow pre^inftis ^ bUti in ptdcefo 
ef time, the fiicceffbr* of MaiidO Oipm lilcttoded' 
their dominion over all the regions that ftretch 
U> tbe weft of the Alidfei frote thill b Qultb , / 
eftabliihing in every previhtfe theit* pfeeuliar polifcjr 
and religious iiiftitution^. 

The fl^ftVmgplar Md ftriking feiirfcuftlftanct iii bounded in 
the PertWart governrtltnt, is the irtfluenee bf reli- " *^"* 
gion upon its genius atid laws; Religious idea* 
make fuch a feeble Impreffion oh the mind bf a 
fevagc, that their effeft upon his fenthfaents ahd « . ^ * 
jtoanners is hardly perceptible. Amotiig the Meii-^ 
cans , religion , reduced into a regular fyftcm , and! 
holding a confiderable place in thei^ public infti> 
tutions, operated with confpicuous cfiicafcy irt 
forming the peculiar chai*a<fler of that people; 
But in Peru , the whole fyftem 6f civil policy wa^ 
founded on religion. The Inca appeared not onlj^ 
as a legiflator , but a$ the meflenger of Heaven: 
His precepts were received not met^ly as the in- 
jundlions of a fuperlor, but as the mandates of thei 
Deity. His race was held to be facred j and id 
order to preferve it diftindl , without being polluted 
by any mixture of lefs noble blood/ the fons of 
Vol. III. O 
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BOOK Manco Gs^c married their own fillers^ and ntii 
VUi pcrforj Niras ever admitted to the throne who coul<f 
not claim it by fuch a pure defcent* To thofe 
Children of the Sun^ for that was the appellatiba 
deftowed upon all the offspring of the firft Inca^ 
the people looked up with the reverence due to; 
beings bf a fuperior order. They were deemed ta 
be under the immediate protedion of the deity, 
from whom thty iflued , and by him every order 
of the reigning Inca was fuppofed to be die** 
tated. 
rwota^ From thote ideas two confequences refulted* 

^i^of The authority of the Inca was unlimited and abfo4> 
lute, in the moft extenfive meaning of the words*. 
Whenevier the decrees of a prince are con^ered as 
the commands 'of the Diyinity, it is not ^y an aft 
9f rebellion , but of impiety , to difpute or oppofe 
Thfibro. his wil}. Obedience becomes a duty of religion j* 
•VtluiJicl ^"d ^^ ^^ would be profane to control a monarch 
under the guidance of Heaven , and prefumptuouft^ 
^o adviie him , nothing remains but to fubmit with 
implicit refped. This mud neceffarily by the ef- 
fed of every government eftabliflied on pretenfions 
of intcrcourfe with Xupcrior powers. Such accord-^ 
ingly was the blind fubmiflion which the Peruvians 
yielded to their fovercigns. The perfons of higheft 
rank and '^reateft power in their dominions ac- 
knowledged them to be of a more exalted nature; 
and in teftimony of this , when admitted into their 
prefence , they entered with a burden upon theii^ 
(boulders, as an emblem of their fervitudc, and 
yillingnefs to bear whatever the Inca w«is pleafet^ 
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to iropofe. Among tlieir fubjeds, force Mras not book 
requifitc to fccond their commands. Every officer Vli. 
intrufted with the execution of them was revered > 
and y according to the account of an intelligent ob- 
fcrver of Peruvian manners '', might proceed alone 
from one extremity of the empire to another without 
meeting oppofition ; for , on producing a fringe from 
the royal Borhj an ornament of the head peculiar to 
the reigning Inca > the lives and fortunes of the 
people were at his difpofal. 

Another confcquence of eftablifcing govern. Aiicnmet 
ment in Peru on the foundation 6f religion was , 5a«uliiiy. 
that all crimes were punifhed capitally. They 
were not confidercd as tranfgreffions of human laws» 
but as infults offered to the Deity. Each , without 
any diftindlion between fuch as were flight and . 
ivkch as were atrocious^, called for vengeance, and' 
9ould be expiated only by the blood of the offender. 
Confonantly to the fame ideas, punilhment follow- 
ed the trefpafs with inevitable certainty , becaujfa^ 
an offence againft Heaven was deemed fuch a 
high enormity as could not be pardoned '*. Amotig 
a people of corrupted morals, maxims of jurif- 
prudence fo fevere and unrelenting , by rendering 
pien ferocious and defperate, would be more apt 
to multiply crimes than to reftrain them. But the 
Peruvians, of fimple manners and unfufpicious 
feith , were held in fuch awe by this rigid difci- 
pline, that the number of offenders was extremely 
fmall. Veneration for monarchs , enlightened and 

^ ^^^ Zaratc, lib. u c. ij. ^^ Vega, lit), ii. Cw 6l 
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n' o o K diredlcd , as they believed , by the divinity whom 
vlU' they adored , prompted them to nheir duty; the 
dread of punifhment, which they were taught tp 
coiifider as unavoidable vengeance inflided by of- 
fended Heaven , withheld them from evil. 

Miidgcnins ' The fyftem of fuperftition on which the Incas 
ihgrafted their pretenfions to fuch high authority, 
was of a genius very diflferent from that e(labli(bed 
imong the Mexicans/ Manco Capac turned the 
veneration of his followers entirely towards natural 
objedls. The Sun, as the great fource of light, of 
joy, and fertility in the creation, attradled their 
principal homage. The Moon and Stars , as co- 
bperating with him , were entitled t;o fecondary ho- 
nors. Wherever the propenfity in the human 
mind to acknowledge and to adore Tome fuperior 
power, takes this diredion, and is employed ia 
contemplating the order and beneficence that really 
cxift in nature, the fpirit of fuperftition is mild. 
Wherever imaginary beings , created by the fancy 
and the fears of men , are fupppfed to prefide in 
nature, and become the objeds of worlhip, fu- 
perftition always affumes a more fevere and atro- 
cious form. Of the latter v^c have an example 
among the Mexicans , of the former among the 
people of Peru. The Peruvians Bad not, in- 
deed, made fuch progrefs in obfervation or in- 
quiry , as to have attained juft conceptions of the 
Deity; nor was there in their language any pro- 
per, name or appellation of the Supreme Power,' 
^hich. intimated > that they bad formed any idea of 
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liim as the Creator and Governor of' the World*', u q q jf: 
But by djreding their veneration to that glorious y^i^ 
luminary, which, by its univerCal and vivifying ' 

energy ,^ is the bcft emWejpi of divine bepeficencep 
the rites. and obfervances Nvhich they defqjocied acr 
ceptableto him were innqcent and humane. They 
pfFered to the Spn a part of thofe ,produ^ionf 
which his genia^ warmth had called forth from thf 
bofom of the earth , and reared to maturity^ They 
facrificed, as an oblation of gratijtude, f<>nae of tl^ 
animals who were indebted to his influence fof 
nourifhment. TIjiey^prefcAted.to him cl^oioe fpe^ 
cimens of thofe works of ingenuity whicl>,h^ jlighf 
had guided the hand of map in forming. But th^ 
Inc^ never ft^ined his altars .with humaji ,blood , , . 

nor could they conceive that th^ir beneficent fathef 
the Sun would be delighted wi|:h fuch horrid^v^Cf ' 
tims ". Thus the Peruvians, ^macquaint^d witl^ 
^pfe barbarous rites whiqh cxtingiiiih fenfibility^ 
and fupprefs the feelings of pature atthe ftghjtr of 
human fuffermgs, .were fornied^ by the Iphrit of 
the fuperftition which th^y had adopted, to angr 
tion^lchan^^er, miore gf^tle thai^ that.of apy 
people, in jf^merica. 

The infiuefice of this fcsperfl^tion operated ip th? ittiiiflaiefl«;» 
faiiie m^^er upon their civil infiitutions, and tended ?" *"^*^p*- 
to correcftj n them whatever was ad verfe to gen tleneli 
of charader. The dominion of the Incas, though 
the^ moijt -4>ft>lute of all defpotifms, was mitigated 
by its aUiaacf^. with religion. The mind was nof. 

'' Acofta, lib. v. c. jw *' Sec N0T5 XXjOIt 

O3 



Digitized 



by Google 



j^i JilS*raRY OF AMERICA. 

* b 8 k humbled and dcprcffed by the idea of a forced 
Viri fubjedlion to the will of ?C fuperior; obedience^ 
paid to one who wa5 believed to be clothed with 
<iivine authority, was willingly yielded, and im- 
plied no degradation.' The fovereign , confcious 
that the fubmiffive reverence of his people flowed 
from their belief of his heavenly defcent, was con- 
tinually reminded of a diftindbiori which prompted 
liim to imitate that beneficent power which he 
was fuppofed to reprefent. In confequence of thofe 
Impreffions , there hardly occurs in the traditional 
"hiftory of Peru, any inftance of rebcUion againft 
the reigning priqce , and, among twelve fiicceijivc 
tnonarchs, there was not one tyrant. 
anil o« their ^ Even the wars in which the Incas engaged , were 
MUm^ carried on with a fpirit very different from that 
of other American nations. They fought not, like 
lavages, to deftrofy and exterminate; or, like the 
Mexic^ins, to glut bfood-thirfty divinities witH 
human fecrifices. They conquered, in order to 
Teclaim' and civilize the vanquifhed, and to diflfufe 
the knowledge of their own inftitutions and arts* 
Prifonersl feem not to have been expofed to the 
infults and tortures, which were their lot in every 
'"''''/ other part of the New World. The Incas took the 
people whom they fubdued under their protedlion, 
and admitted them to a participation of all the 
advantages enjoyed by their original fubjcds. This 
practice, fo repugnant to American ferocity, andf 
refembiing the humanity ofthemofl polished nations^ 
muft be afcribed , like other peculiarities which we 
liave obferved in Itie Peruvian manners, to the 
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jgenius of tb^ir religioii. The Incai, totiJTid^ing th^ H o lr 
homage paid' to any other objeA thaii to thfe yw. 
})eaVen]y powers which they adored as itmpiocis, 
were fond of gaining profelytes to their favorite 
fyftem* The idols of every conquered pi^ovinec 
we#e carried in triumph to the greit teoiple at 
*Cuzco '* , and placed there as trophies of the 
fuperior pbWer oi the divinity who was the 
protedor of the empire! The people were treate4 
with lenity, aftd inftroded in thie reK^ioust tenetsf 
bf their new matters ** , that the com}uerori migfet 
have the glory of having added to 'the number 
t)f the votaries* of his father the Sun. 

The (late of property in Peru was n^ lefe PeentUt 

•flngular thati that of religion i and contributed , ^^,W '^'^ 

tikewife, towards givtiig a mild turn of. charadler 

*to thepe^ple. All thejatids capable of cultivitioti 

were ^vided into three Oiares. One was con£t- 

trated to the Sim, and the prodod of it i^^sis 

ii^pliec^ to >tbe erei^oh of temples; and furnifoing 

Vhat liras reqmfite towards celebrating the public 

fitesi of religidn. The fetJOnd belonged to thp 

^^d^, a^ was fet apart us the pfovifion made hy 

the community for the fupport of govemment 

^he third and-tergeft (bare wasi referved for the 

tmaintenaisce of the people, ambng whom it was 

'p^rtcelled out. No perfon, however, or community* 

^ jhad a right of exclufive property in the portion 

fet apart for Ihtir ufe. Tfiey pofleffcd it only for m 



ptrty. 



s» 



Herrerai, dec. ^. lib. W. c. 4. Vega, lib. v. c it^ 



** IJcrrera,. ^cc. s» lilji iy« ^* 8- 



04 



Digitized 



by Google 



« a s 






Ineftiility 
efra«k«. 



0^ UnVQ^Y Q9 AME»,lGJi. 

y«ar, 9^1 (hi» f^f>if#^|i^ <of whic^ s^ new cUvifiott 
vrRS.0ia^ef in propprtion to th^ rapk, ttie numbcf, 
,M4it^tge|^i^9 qC e9c^ fanuly. All t)io|e iands^ were 
cultivated fay tK'C joi^t in^Mftry of the coipmunity. 
The p^ojik, fu««io^a(54 by a proper, ^ffi^^. re- 
paired in a t>ody iq tbe fieWs^ ^nd perfcK««d-ibw 
Opminori t^Q^ while foajgs and wufie^ inftruinenis 
-<jhce?ed tfeem to, theiit l^qr ^\ By this fi'ngulv 
.djj^cibueiim ©f territory, a& w^U as by the mode 
^ wkiyatittg Hi the i^a of a cmm^noon intcrcft, 
:an<l 'ofimu<>iial fnhferviency, was coptinually incuts 
iQtftd^: fiii^h individual f^ his connexftin with 
thofe around hiiii , ^ind ktiew that he djepen<kd 
?0rt tiwir ffiencUy.aid fo? :wJMt iaereafehe, was to 
ji«9pi 'A:i^i^ tfcus pQBiftiiHited Wy be cofiOderttfd 
ii» iwe gre^ family* in wki<^h t^^^.upipQ: pf fhp 
inemhers it^as fo completct, an^ th^ 'eqi^nge of 
.gM^ offipcs fo, pe«§fp(ibk, as JiQ create ftrong^ 
aiUdtchimtfit ^ wd jtQ bin|d m^n to m^n in clofetr 
JlotcSrcouifet , rthan* rfuJifiAed undor any tfHtn of 
ibcicty eftablifiiedJa^ America. From this irefulted 
.gentle OEiwnefSi) and tnild virtues unknown in th(e 
Ravage ftaAe^.and wi(li which the M^icans wei^ 
little acquainted. . i i 

But , though the infttttitions of the Iqcas werb 
fo. framed as to ftrengthen the bonds of affri^oo 
among their fubjeds , there was great inequality iin 
their condition. The didin^ftion of ranks was ftilljr 
^eftabKihed in Peru. -^ gKcat body of the inhabitants, 
under the denomination of Tanaconas^ were held 
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ia n ftat^ of feivhude. Their garb aiid 'hou£e$ 9 Q Q m 
w#fe of a form diflfereot from thofo of fr^e^eiK yifc 
JJkci the TTd/ncinitf of Mexicx), they were employed 
in wr/yii?g bttrydea;^, an4 in pcrfoimiog every otbei: 
work o| ^ifu^g^ry ''; J^ejst to thwi in fankj werf 
Uk^ pf the people as, iv^e free » bm difl:inguifi)e4 
hyi tkO ofl&ci^ or hftr«4it^ry b<HKnr$. Abdvci them 
weft raifcd^ th^k y^k^m th^ Spaniards call Or^om^^ 
l^on^ihe oTDM^ntf wora h\ theiu ears. Thny iorifted 
*wHat iBay b* d^m^wnated thQ orcter joI nc^osi alwf 
mi peace as well at wr held evety office ^f'pow^ 
fCMT flruft -. At the head of all wer^e itiie^ children of 
tbi Sun, who, byjthtir high defeeat, wd pfecwUar 
^privileges, ,wepfc idtniucb exait^ above tha Of^ 
fjbri»v as thefc/wtre cfe^fatjed; abdve the pepple^'? 
! Such a form ofifiacicey^ fi-om tjie, union ;off.Jto ^"•••fartf' 
.xhmbers, as well a^irom the diftkAion ki their 
iranks, was favoiabk to progrefs in the arts, Bitt 
the Spaniards having been occfuainted vrtfhitlit 
^improved iSbtifc^o^ various artSfWjMexico; {^vmfii^ 
yfears before, they* difoovercd Peru ^f >i^ei?e n^, £a 
imilcli ftrudc wSih \rfcat«they ohfe«|ved ih the latt^ 
obUDtry, indridefieci&ethe appearances of ing^<<ijcy 
there with lefs wirAith ' of admii^tion. The Perti* 
\«kiis , nevefthelefs , had advanoied ftir be.ypn|l 
the Mexicans^ both in the neceffirry arts :of:liJfet5 
atid in fucb as have fome title to the name pf 
elegant :*..*•' c 

In Peru, agrtaihure, the ixt of prinmry neccflSty ^"^'^f^... 

Herrera, dec. t;. lib. iih c. 4. lib, X c» 8> 
^' Hener^^ de,<t. 5. hb. iv. f. i. ; y ♦^ 
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S d b K in fociai life, was more extenfivc, and carried oii 

yiu vfith greater flcill than in ^ny part of America. 

*^he Spaniards , in their progrefs through the 

country, were fo fully fupplied vvith proviflons 

of every kind , that in the relatibrt of their adveti- 

hires we nteet with few 6f thofc difmal fcenes 

bf diflxefs occafionod by Janlihe , in which thi 

conquerors of Mexico were fo^ oftfen involved. 

^he i^Uantity 6f foil under cultivation was ndb 

teft to the difctetion of individual , but regulated 

'by piiblic authority in proportion io the exigedciai 

t>f the coiAfftuhity. Even the tsflamity of an 

tonfruitful feafon was but little feh; for the prodnA 

"^f tht lands coniecrated^ to the Sun, as well, as 

thofe fet apart for the Incas; bein^ depofuted in 

*''•-- the Tambos^ Or public ftoreboufes^ it remained 

thete as a dated provifion for times of fcarcity^^ 

As the extent of cultivation was determined ^tth 

tiich provident attention to the demands of ^e 

iftttte, the invention and induftrjl of the Peruvians 

^iJirete called forth to extraordinary : exertions^ by 

^ei-tain defSe&( peculiar to their climate and foil. 

'AH the vaft rivers that flow fjDom the Andes taloe 

*tlieir courfe eaftward to the Atlaiitic Ocean. Peru 

'is watered only by fome ftreams which rufh down 

tfrom the mountains like torrents. A great part of 

^the low cbuntiy is fandy and barren, and n^yer 

refrelhed "with rain. In order to render fuch sm 

J ; (inpronfifing region fertile, the ingenuity of the 

. Peruvians bad recourfe to various expedients. By 






Zan^i lib. irb. 14. Vega, Vh. i. e» 9^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORY OF AMERICA; $oi 

hicans of artificial canals 'cdnduAcd, with 'much t op ijf 
jpaticnce and confiderablc art, from the torrents vn. 
that poured acrofs their country, they conveyed a 
regular fupply of moifture to thei*^ field^^^ They 
enriched the foil by manuring it Ayith the dung 
bf fea-fpwls, of which they found an inexh^uftible^ 
ftore on all the iflands fcattered along their co^fts *^* 
In defcribing the cufloms of any nation thoroughly 
dviUzed , fuch pra^iccs woul<;l hardly draw atten- 
tion , or be mentioiied as in any degree reniark^ble ; 
but in the hiftory of the improvident race of men in 
the New World , they are entitled to notice a^ 
fingular proofs of induftry and of art The ufe 
of the plough , indeed , w^s unknown to ihi 
Peruvians. They turned up the earth, wkh a kincJ 
bf mattock of hard wood^^. Nor was this lab^i" 
deemed fo degrading as to be devolved wholly 
upon the women. Both fexei joined in performirlif 
this ncceffary work. Even the children of the Stixi 
fet an example of induftry , by cultivatin|f k fiel4 
near Cuzco with their hands , and . they dignified 
this fundtipn , . by denominating it their triumph 
pver the earth ^\ 

The fuperior ingenuity of the Peruvians li Their bnad- 
bbvious, likewife, in the cotiftrudion of thtii »»f«» 
hoiifes and public buildings. In the extenfive plaint 
-which ftretch along the Pacific Ocean , where tb6 
iky is perpetually ferene , and the climate mild; 

^ ■ Zaratc, lib. L c. 4, Vega, lib. v. c. i, & 24. 
'^ Aco(la,lib.iv. c.57.Vega, lib. v. c. j. SceNOT^ 
XXXTV. *' Z;arat?, lib i. ^ «. " 

^ '• Vega, Ub. V. c. 2, ' 
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1) o q ^ their houfej vrcre vcyy properly^ ofa fabric cxtre» 
VII. mely flight. But in the higher regions, where raia 
fcllls, where the viciflitude of fcafons is known, 
^nil their rigor felt, houfes were conftruded with 
greater folidity. They were generally of a fquare 
form,. th« walls about eight feet high, built wit^ 
bricks hardened in the fun, without any windows^ 
zn<i the door low and ftrait Simple as thefe (Iruo 
tqres were , and rude as the materials may feenj 
to be, of which they were formed, theywcr^ 
fo durable , that many of them Hill fubfift it^ 
different parts of Peru, long after every monumen^; 
that.Ofiglit^ have conveyed to us. any idea of th^ 
4oiw^ftic ftate of the other American nations ha^ 
vaniflicd from the face of the earth. But it was 
in the temples confecrated to the Sun, and i^ 
the buildings deftined for the refidence of theiif 
inpnarcbs,,tbat the Peruvians difplayed the utmoft 
txtcnt p{ their art and contrivance. The defcripr 
tions pf them by fuph of the Spanifh writers a$ 
i^ad 41^ opportunity of contemplating, them, while^ 
in fome naeafure^ entire, might have appeared 
liighly exaggerated, if the ruins which ftill remain, 
did not vpuch the t,ruth of their relations. Thefe 
ruija^ of ^acrcd jOT royal buildings are found iq 
yve^y province of the empire, and by their fre* 
jj^epty- demonftrate that they are monuments of 
^ ppwerful pe^pl^ , who muft have fubfifted) 
during a period of fome extent, in a ftate of no 
iocoilfidcrable improvement. They appear to have 
htkn edifices Various in their dimenfions. Some of 
ft moderate fire, many of immenf; cjctent^ all 
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rcmarlcable for folidity, and reiembling each other b q q 

in the ftyle of architedure. The temple o£ Pacha- yu^ 

maniac, together with a palace of the Jnca, ^nd a 

jFortrefs, were fo conneded together as to form 

one great ftrudure, above half a league in circuit. 

in this prodigious pile, the fame fingular tafte ia 

building is coif^fpicuous, as in other works of the 

Peruvians. As they were unacquainted with the 

ufe of the pulley ,^ and other mechanical powers, 

and could not elevate the large ftones arid bricks 

which they employed in building to any confider- 

able height, the walls of this edifice, in whicK they 

feem to have made their greatcft effort towards 

magnificence, did not rife above twelve feet frona 

the ground. Though they had not difcovered the 

ufe of mortar or of any other cement in building, 

the bricks or ftones were joined with fo much 

nicety, that the feams can hardly be, difcerned **. 

The apartments, as far as the dmributioii of them 

can be traced in the ruins , were ill-difpofed , and 

afforded little accommodation. There was not a 

fingle window in any part of the building; and 

as no light could enter but by the door, all the 

apartments of largeft dimenfion muft either have 

been perfedly dark , or illuminated by fome otheS 

means. But with all thefc, and many other impef- 

fedions that might be mentioned in their art of 

building, the works of the Peiuvians which ftill 

remain, muft be confidered as ftupenddus efforts 

Qf a people unacquainted vrith the iuf(fe of iron, 

^ See ilOTE XXXV. 
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BOOK and convey to us :^ high idea of the powei; 
VII. poffefled by their ancient moriarchs. 

Tbeir^ttbitc Thcfc, howcvct , wcfc not the nobleft or mofli; 
ufeful vrorks of the Incas. The two great roads 
from Cuzco to Qpito^ extending in an uninter- 
rupted ftretch above fifteen hundred miles, are 
(entitled to ftill higher praife. The bne \Vas con* 
duded through the interior and mountainous 
cou()try, the other through the plains on th^ 
(ea-coaft. From the language of admiration ia 
which fome of the early writers exprefs thcii: 
fif^onifhment when they firft viewed thofe roads,^ 
and from the nK)re pompous defcnptions of latec 
%vriters, who labor to fupport fome favorite theory^ 
5g:onccrning America, one might be led to compare 
this work of th^ tncas to the famous military ways 
^hich remain as monumentis of th^ Roman power; 
But in a country where there was no tancie animal 
except the Llama , which was never ufcd for 
draughty and but little as a beaft of burden, where 
the high roads were feldom trod by any but tH, 
human foot , no great degree of labor or art was 
requiiite* in forming them. The Peruvian roads 
were only fifteen foet in breadth **, and in msiny, 
" places fo nightly formed, that time has effaced 
every veftige. of the courfe in which they ran. Ia 
the fow country little more feems to have been 
done^ than to plant trees, or to fix pofts at certain 
intervals, in order to mark the proper route to 
travellers.. To open a patli through the mountain-* 

'• Cicca, c. tfo. . ♦ 
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ous countky was a more arduous taflt Eminencies m a a K 

«^ere levelled , and hollows filled up, and for the \lh 

prcfervation of the road it was fenced with a bank 

of turf. At proper diftanccs^ Tambos^ or ftorci 

lioufes, were eredled for the accommodation of 

the Inca and his attendants , in their progreft 

through his dominions. From the manner in which 

the road was originally formed in this higher and 

more impervious region, it has proved morexlurable; 

and though, from the inattention of the Spaniards 

to every objedl but that of working their mines ^ ^ 

nothing has been dohe towards keeping it ia 

repair, its courfe may ftill be traced '\ Such wa« 

the celebrated road of the Incas ; and eVen froni 

this defctiption, diverted of every circumftance 

of manifell exaggeration, or of fufpicious afpedt^ 

it mud be confidered as a ftriking proof of aa 

extraordinary progrefs in improvement arid policy; 

To the favagc , tribes of America, the idea of 

facilitating communication with places at a diftancc 

had never occurred. To the Mexicans it was 

hardly known. Even in thb mod civilized countries 

of Europe, men had advanced far in refinement^ 

before it became a regular objedl of national police 

to form fuch roads as render intercourfe commiodi* 

ous. It was a capital objeA of Roman policy to 

open a communication with all the provinces o( 

their extenfive empire, by means^ of thofe roads 

^* Xcrc2, p. 1 89- i^u 2aratc,lib. i. o. x?, 14. Vegai 
lib.ix^C. ij.^ouguer, Voyi^t^ P« t^S* UUoa, EatrctCMiimieiKr 
tos, p. J^^ 
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t 9 K whidi are juftly ccmfidered as (Kie of the noUeft 
m« monuitoents both of their wifiiotn and their power. 
But during the foog reiga of barbkrHm^ the Roman 
Toftdi were negleCled or deftroyed; and kt the 
time y^htn the Spauiiards entered Peru, no kbgdom 
in ISurope Covid boaft of anjr work of public 
utili^ that could be compared in^h the great 
Itiads formed hy the Incas* 

aiibriagtt. . Tbt formaticm of thofe roads introduced another 
improvement in Peru equally unkKK>wn over all 
the reft of America. In its courfe from foutfa to 
north, the road of the Incas was interfered by all 
the torrents which roll from the Andes towards 
the Wcfterii Ocean. From the rapidity of their 
courib, as well as from the frequency and violence 
of their inundadod, thefe were unnavigable. Some 
' expedient, however, was to be found for paffing 

them. The Peruvians , from their unacquaintance 
with the ufe of arches, and their inability to work 
in wood, could not conftrud bridges either of 
ftone or timber. But . neceflity , the parent of 
invention } fuggefted a device which fupplied that 
defe^ They formed cables of great ftrength , by 
twifUng together fome of the pliable withs or 
ofiers, with which their country abounds; fix 
of thc^e cables they ftretched acrofs the dream 
jparallel to one another, and made them fad on 
each fide. Thefe they bound firmly together by 
interweaving fmaller ropes fo clofe, as to form a 
compad piece of net- work , which being covered 
mith bnuK&es of trees and earth, they pafled along 

* ♦ • 
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it with tolerable fecurity ^*. Proper perfon$ were B D o n- 
appomted :to attend at each bridge, to keep it in* Vii^ 
repair, and to aflifl; paffengers/'. In the level 
country J where the rivers became deep and broad 
and ftiil, they are paffed ^n Balms ^ or floats; in 
the conftrudion, as well as navigation of chichi 
the ingenuity of. the, Peruvians appears to be fat 
fuperior to that of any people in America, libefdf 
had advanced no farther, in naval flcill than the ufa 
of the paddle, or oar ; the Peruvians ventured tcj 
raife ' a mail, and fpreada fail; by means, of 
which their balzas not only. went nimbly b^ori 
the wind, but could veer and tack with grea^ 
celerity '** . . i 

Ndr were the irtgenuity and art of the Peruvians^' Mode oF re. 
confined folely to objefts of effeptial utility.. The/ J«jP«fi»ver 
bad made fome progrefs in arts, which ov^y ba 
<;alled elegant They poffeffed the precious. m^talft 
ip greater abundance than any p^ppLe of Amefiqaiit 
They obtained gold in the fapae manner wjjth rfJ^]| 
Mexicans, by fearching in the channels of riv^t*^ 
or wafhing the. earth in which particles of itWer^ 
contained. But in order to procure filverv thejc 
^erted no inconfiderable degrac. of li^ill anfl iaveq-. 
tion. They had not, indeed, attained t)be art qf 
finking ^ (haft into the bowels of the ^artbi aa^ 
penetrating to the riches concealed there; but tb^ 
hollowed deep caverns on the banks of rivers and 

y See NOTE XXXVL ' ^ 

^' Sancho, ap. Ram. iii. ?7^, B. Zarate, lib. i. t 14* 
Y^ga, lib. fii. t, 7, 8- Herfera, deg^ 5* lib. iv, c» j^ 41 
'* Ulloa, Voy. i. 167, &q. 

Vol. III. F 
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jd o H the fides of mountains, and emptied fuch veins as 
VlL did not dip fuddcnly beyond their* reach. In other 
places, where the vein lay near the furface, they 
dug pits to fuch a depth, that the perfon who 
"Worked below could throw out the ore, or hand 
it up in bafkets '*. They had difcovered the art of 
fmelting and refining this, either by the fimple 
application oi fire, or where the ore was more 
ftubborn, and impregnated with foreign fubllances, 
by placing it in fmall ovens or furnace^ , on high 
grounds, fo artificially conftruded, that the draught 
of air performed the fundlion of a bellows, aa 
engine with which they were totally unacquainted. 
By this fimple device, the purer ores were fmelted 
with facility , and the quantity of filvcr in Peru 
was fo confiderable , that many of the . utenfits 
Employed in the fun<ftions of common life were 
made of it^'. Several of thofe veffels and trinkets 
ftire faid to have mferited no fmall degree of eftima- 
fion, on account 6f the neatnefs of the workmanfhip, 
lis well as the intrinfic value of the materials. But 
as the conquerors of America were well acquainted 
with the latter, but had fcarcely any conception of 
the former, moft of the filver veffels and trinkets' 
were melted down, and rated according to the 
weight and finenefs of the metal in the divifion of 
the fpoil. 

wotfcsof In other works of mere curiofity or ornament. 



d^sance. 



^* RamuGo, lii. 4^4f A. 

'' Acofta, lib. iv. e. 4, 5. Vega, p. I. lib. viu. c. 2?. 
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their ingenuity has been highly celebrated. Many b o o Ki 
fpecimens of thofe have been dug out of the \n. 
Guacas , or mounds of earth , with which the 
Peruvians covered the bodies of the dead. Among 
thefc are ttiirrors of various dimenfions , of hard 
fhining ftones highly 'poIiQied; veffels of earthen 
"Ware of different forms ; hatchets , and other 
inftrumetits, fome deftined for war, and others 
'for labor. Some were of flint, fome of copper, 
hardened to fuch a degree by an unknown procefe, 
as to fupply the place of iron on feveral occafions. 
Had the ufe 6f thofe tools formed of copper been 
general, th^, progrefs of, the Peruvians in the arts 
might have been fuch, as to emulate that of more 
cultivated nations. But either the metal was fo 
rare, or the operation by which it was hardened, 
fo tedious, that their inftruments of copper were 
few, ftrtd fo extremely fiti^, that they feem to 
have fce^n employed only in (lighter works. But 
c^^en to fuch a circumfcfibed ufe of this imperfedt 
nietal , the Peruvians were indebted for their 
fuperibrity to the oth^r people of America in 
various arts'". The fame obfervation, however, 
niay b^ applied t6 them, which I formerly made 
with refped to the arts of the Mexicans. From 
teveral fpfedniens of Peruvian utenfils and orna* 
mentis, which are depofited in the royal cabinet of 
Madrid , and from fome prefcrved in different 
<Sblledioiis in other parts of Eufope, I have reafoa 
to believe thaft the workmanlbip is rt^ore to bt ^. 

'^ VitkiVoy. t^xtkl jtif &«. M* Eiitatteti. p.- j6j, &c 
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^ o o K admired on account of the rtide tools^ with which 
VII, it was executed, than on account of its intrinfic 
neatnefs and elegance; and that the Peruvians, 
though the moft improved of all the Americans;, 
were not advanced beyond the infancy of arts. 
An imper- But notwithdabding fo many particulars, which 
Jf^^**''"***'feem to indicate a high degree of improvement 
in Peru, other circumftances occur that fuggeft 
die idf a of a fociety dill in the firft ftages of its 
tranfition from barbarifm to civilization. In all the 
ifoeittct but dominions of the Incas , Cuzco was the only 
place that had the appearance , or was entitled to 
the name of a city. Every where elfe, the people 
Jived moftly in detached habitations, difperfecl 
ov«r the country , or , at the utmoft , fettled 
together in fmall villages ". But until men arc 
brought to aHemble in numerous bodies , and 
incorpbrated in fuq|p clofe union , as to enjoy 
frequent intercourfe, and to feel mutual depend- 
ence, they never imbibe perfedly the fpirit, or 
aflume the^ manners of focial life. In a country of 
imm^nfe extent, with only one city, the progrefs 
of manners, and the improvement either o^ the 
neceffary or more refined arts, muft have been fo 
flow', and carried on under fuch difadvantages, 
that it is more furprifing the PeFuvians (hould 
have advanced fo faf in refinement, than thajt 
they did not proceed farther. 
Koperftct Jn confequence of this (late of imperfedl union, 
KDidicun^ the reparation of profeffions in Peru was not fo 

'* Z^mtt, lib. if G. 9. Htners^ ^c. 5, 1^. vi.' c. 4« 
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complete as 4niong the Mexicans. The lefe clofely b a it 
men affociat^, the more fimple are their manners, vii« 
and the fewer their wants. The crafts of common 
and moft neceffary life in life do not, in fucfa a 
ft^te, become fo complex or difficult, as to render 
it requifite that men Oiould be trained to them 
by any particular courfe of education. AH the 
arts, accordingly, which were of daily and 
indifpenlable utility , were exercifed by every 
Peruvian indifcriminately. None but the artifts, 
employed in works of mere curiofity or ornament, 
conftituted a feparate order of men, or were 
diftinguifhed from other citizens^*. 

From the want of cities in Peru, another Uttietom. 
confequence followed. There was little commercial »«f«iann. 
intercourfe among the inhabitants of that great 
empire. The adivity of commerce is coeval with 
the foundation of cities; ^nd from the moment 
that the members of any community fettle in 
confiderable numbers in one place, its operations 
become vigorous. The citizen muft depend for 
fubfiftence on the labor of thofe who cultivate 
the ground. They, in return, muft receive fbme 
equivalent Thus, mutual intercourfe is edabhlhed, 
and the produdlions of art are regularly exchanged 
for the fruits of agriculture. In the towns of the 
Mexican empire, ftated markets were held, and 
whatever coqld fupply any want or defire of maa 
was an objedl of commerce. But in Peru , from 

'* Acofta, lib. vi. e. is- Vegi, lib. t. c. ^ Herrcra, 
dee. c.lib.iv. c. 4» 
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5 o 6 K the fingular mode of dividing property j and the 
VII. ipanner in which the people were fettled, therer 
was hardiy any fpecies of commerce carried on 
between different provinces '^ and the community 
was lefs acquainted with that adive intercourfe, 
which is at once a bond of union , and an incen* 
live to improvement. 
Vawtriikc But the unwarlike fpirit of the Peruvians was 
ywuvSwi* the moft remarkable, as well as mod fatal defedin 
their charader •' The greater part of the rude 
nations of America oppofed their invaders with 
undaunted ferocity , though with little condudt or 
fuccefs. The Mexicans maintained the ftruggle in 
defence of their liberties, with fuch perfevering 
fortitude , that it was with difficulty the Spaniards 
triumphed over them. Peru was fubdued at once , 
and almofl; without refinance ; and the moft favor* 
able opportunities of regaining their freedom , and 
of crulhing their oppreffors, were loft through the 
timidity of the people. Though the traditional 
hiftory of the Peruvians reprefents all the Incas as 
warlike princes, frequently at the head of armies, 
which they led to vidory and conqueft ; few fymp- 
toms of fuch a martial fpirit appear in any of their 
operations fubfequent to the invafion of the Spa- 
niards. The influence, perhaps, of tbofe inftitutions 
, which rendered their manners gentle , gave their 
minds this unmanly foftnefs; perhaps, the conftant 

•* Vega, lib. vi. c. 8. 

*' X^z, 190. Sancfeo, Rim. iii. J78, C, Hcrrer^, 
4e& ^. lib. i. c. ). 
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fercnity and mildnefs of the dimate may have boo 
enervated the vigor of their frame; perhaps, fome vii» 
principle in their government , unknown to us ,, was 
the occafion of this political debility. Whatever 
may have been the caufe, the fad is certain, and 
there is not an inftance in hi(lory of any people fo 
little advanced in refinement, fo totally deftitute of 
military enterprife. This charader hath defcended 
to their pofterity. The Indians of Peru are now 
more tame and deprefled than any people of Ame* 
rica. Their feeble fpirits, relaxed in lifelefs in* 
adion , feem hardly capable of y y bold or manly 
exertion. 

But , befides thofe capital defeds in the pol^ 
tical (late of Peru^ fome detached circumftances 
and fads, occur in the Spaniih writers, which di& 
cover a confiderable remainder of barbarity in their 
manners. A cruel cuftom , that prevailed in fome of 
the mod favage tribes, fubfifled among the Peru- 
vians^ On the death of the Incas , and of other emi* 
nent perfons , a confiderable number of their at- 
tendants was put to death , and interred around their 
Guacas; that they might appear in the next world 
with their former, dignity , and be fcrvcd with the 
fame rofped. On the death of Huana-Capac, the 
moft powerful of their monarchs, above a thoufand 
vidiros were doomed to accompany him to the 
tomb'*. In one particular, their manners appear 
to have been more barbarous than thofe of moft 
rude tribes. Though acquainted with the ufc of 

Acofta, lib. v. c 7. 

P4 



Digitized 



by Google 



9i6 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 



fUherdo- 
loinioiisof 
Spaiu ia 



HOOK fire, in preparing maize, aorl. other vegetables for 
Vii; food; they devoured bath flefh and fifh porfedly 
raw 9 and aftoniihed the Spaniards , with a pradice 
repugnant to the ideas of all civilized people/'. 
. But though Mexico and Peru are the poffeffions 
of Spain in the New World , which , on account 
both of their. ancient. and prefent ftate, have at- 
tradcd thegreateft attention; her other dominions 
there are far from, being inconfiderabje , either ia 
extent or value. The greater part of them was re- 
duced to fubjedion during the firft part of the fix- 
teenth century, ^ private ad venturers , whp fitted 
out their fmall armaments either in Hifpaniola or ia 
Old Spain; and were we to follow each leader in 
his progrefs, we Ihould difcover the fame daring 
courage, the fame perfevering ardor, the fame. rj^- 
pacious defire of wealth , and the fame capacity of 
enduring and furmounting every thing in ofd^r to 
attain it, which diftinguiflied the operations of the 
Spaniards in their. greater American conquefts. But, 
inftead of entering into a detail , which , from the 
fimilarity.of the tranfadions^ would appear almofl: a 
Abriefftir, repetition of what has been already related, Iftiall 
^*^^ fatisfy myfelf with fuch a view of thqfe provinces of 

the Spanifh empire in America, which h^ve not 
hitherto been mentioned, as may convey to my 
readers^an adequate idea of its greatnefs , fertility , 
and opulence. 
Suekastre J begin with th^ couptries contiguous to the two 
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great raonarcbies, ol whofe hiftory and iaftitutions B 'o o k 
1 have given foroe account , and fhall then briefly vii. 
dcfcribe the other diftridJ of Spanifli America. The 
jurifdidion of the viceroy of New Spain extends 
over fevcral provinces, which were not fubjcd to 
the dominion of the Mexicans. The countries of 
Cinaloa and Sonora, that ftretch along the eaft fide 
of the Vermilion fea, or gulf of California, as well 
as the immenfe kingdoms of New Navarre and 
New Mexico, which bend towards the weft and 
Dorth , did not acknowledge the fovereignty of 
Montezuma , or his predeceffors. Thefe regions , not 
inferior imnagnitude to all the Mexican empire , are 
reduced fome to a greater , others to a lefs degree 
of fubjedion to the Spanifh yoke. They extend 
through the moft delightful part of the tennperate 
zone; their foil is, in general, remarkably' fertile, 
«nd all their productions, whether animal or vege* 
table , are moft pei fed in their kind. They Have 
all a communication either with the Pacific Ocean, 
or with theGulph of Mexico, and are watered- by 
rivers which tipt only enrich them , but may become^ 
fubfcrvient to commerce. The number of Spa- 
niards fettled in thofe vaft countries, is indeed ex- 
tremely fmall. They may be faid to have fub- 
.dued , ratjier than to have occupied them. But if 
the population in their ancient eftablifhments in 
America fliall continue to increafe, they may gra*« 
dually fpread over thofe provinces, of which, how- 
ever inviting, they have not hitherto been able to 
take full pofTcffion. 
One circum(bnce may contribute to the fpeedy Kiefamiaes 
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'BOOK popislation of fome di(lri<5te. Very rich mines botb 
vii^ of gold and filver have heen dificovered in many of 
the regions vrhich I have mentioned. Wherever 
tfacfe are opened , and worked with fucceCs , a mul* 
titude of people refort. In order to fupply ^em 
with the necefiaries of life, cultivation mull be 
increafed, arcifans of various kinds muft affemble^ 
and induftry as well as wealth will be gradually 
diffufed. Many examples of this have occurred in 
different parts of America fince they fell under the 
dominion of the Spaniards. Populous villages and 
large towns have fuddenly arifen amidd uninha* 
bited wilds and mountains; and the working of 
mines , though far from being the mod proper ob» 
jed towards which the attention of an infknt focietjr 
ibould be turned , may become the means both of 
promoting ufeful adivity, and of augmenting the 
A reetnt number of people. A recent and fingular inftance 
Able difco' ^f ^^^ ^^^ happened , which , as it ii but little 
Very. known in Europe, and may beprodudiveofgreat 

effeds, merits attention. The Spaniards fettled in 
the provinces of Cinaloa and Sonora, had been long 
difturbed by the depredations of fome fierce tribes 
of Indians. In the year 1765 , the incurfions of 
thofe favages became fo frequent , and fo deftruc* 
tive, that the Spanifh inhabitants, in defpair, ap- 
plied to the Marquis de Croix, viceroy of Mexico, 
* for fuch a body of troops as might enable them to 
drive thofe formidable invaders from their places 
of retreat in the mountains. But the treafury of 
Mexico was fo much exhaufted by the vaft fums 
drawn from it , in order to fupport the late war 
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againft Great Britaini) that the vicer6y could afford fi o o e 
them no aid. The refped due to his virtues , ac- viu 
complifhed what his official poWer could not effe<^. 
He prevailed wi4|phe merchants of New Spain to 
advance about two hundred thoufand pefos for 
defraying the expenfe of the expedition. The war 
•was conduded by an officer of abilities; and after • 
being protraded for three years^, chiefly by the dit 
ficulty of purfuing the fugitives over mountains and 
through defiles which were almofl: impaflable, it 
terminated, in the year 1771, in theiinalfubroiflion 
of the tribes, which had been fo long the objed of 
terror to the two provinces. In the courfe of thi^ 
fervice, the Spaniards marched through countries 
into which they fecm not to have penetrated before 
that time , and difcovered mines of fuch value , as was 
Hftonifliing even to men acquainted with the riches 
contained in the mountains of the New World. At 
Cineguilla , in the province of Sonora , they entered 
a plain of fourteen leagues in extent, in which, at 
the depth of only fixteen inches , they found gold in 
grains of fuch a fize , that fome of them weighed 
nine marks, and in fuch quantities, that in a fhort 
time , with a few laborers , they coUeded a thoufand 
marks of gold in grains, even without taking time to 
wafhtAfe earth that had been dug, which appeared 
to befo ri3i , that perfons of (kill computed that it 
might yiekl what would be equal in value to a 
million of pefos. Before the end of the year 1771 , ProbaWe 
above two thoufand perfons were fettled in Cine- '^^^^ ®^ 
guilla , under the government of proper magiftrates , 
and the infpedion of fbvcral ecclefiaftics. As feverat 
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BOOK Other mines, not inferior in richne{s to that o£ 
VII. Cineguilla, have been difcovered, bothinSonora 
and Cinaloa '^ , it is probable that thefe negleded 
and thinly inhabited provincej||gpay foon become 
as populous and valuable as any part of theSpanilh 
empire in America. 
Caiifeniia, The peninfula of California , on the other fide oC 
iuftatc, the Vermilion fea, feems to have been lefs known 
to the ancient Mexicans , than the provinces which 
I have mentioned. It was difcovered by Cortes in 
the year 1536 **• During a long period it continued 
to be fo little frequented , that even its form was 
unknown , and in mod charts it was reprefented as 
an ifland , not as a peninfula **• Though the cli- 
mate of this country , if we may judge from its 
Situation , mud be very defirable ; the Spaniards 
have made fmall progrefs in peopling it. Towar<# 
the ck)fe of the laft century, the Jefuits, wffb had 
great merit in exploring this negledcd province, 
and in civilizing its rude inhabitants, imperceptibly 
acquired a dominion over it as complete as that 
which they poffeffed in their miflions in Paraguay, 
and they labored to introduce into it the fame po- 
licy, and to govern the natives by the fame maxims. 
In order to prevent the court of Spain from con- 
ceiving any jealoufy of their defigns and opefl^ions, 
they feem ftudioufly to have depreciatecl the coun- 
try , by reprefenting the climate as fo difagreeable 
and unwholefome, and the foil as fo barren, that 

•* See NOTE XXXVn. 

^' Book V. vol. u. p. )gi. V See NOTE XXXVIIL 
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ttothiog but a zealous defire of converting the 
natives, could have induced them to fettle there *^ 
{Several public - fpirited citizens endeavoured to 
undeceive their fovereigns , and to give them a 
better view of California ; but in vaiu. At length, 
on the expulfion of the Jefuits fropi the Spanifh 
dominions, the court of Madrid, as prone ^t that 
jundure to fufpedk the purity of the Order's iur 
tentions, as formerly to confide in them with im^ 
plicit tmft, appointed Don Jofeph Galvez, whofe 
abilities have fmce raifed him to the high rank of 
minifter for the Indies, to vifit that peninfula. His 
account of the country was favorable ; he found 
the pearl fifhery on its coafts to be valuable, and 
he difcovered mines of gold of a very promifing 
appearance". Frpmits vicinity to Cinaloa and So* 
nora, it is. probable, that if the population of thefe 
provinces fhall increafe in the manner which I have 
fuppofed , California may , by degrees , receive froni 
them fuch a recruit of inhabitants, as to be no 
longer reckoned among the defolate and ufelefs 
diftrids of the Spanift empire. 

On the eaft of Mexico , Yucatan and Honduras 
^re comprehended . in the government of New 
Spain., though anciently they can hardly be faid to 
have formed a part of the Mexican empire. Thefc 
large provinces, ftretching from the Bay of Cam- 
peachy beyond Cape Gracias a Dips , do not , like 
the other territories of Spain in the Nqw. World» 

*' Vcncgas, Hift. of California, i# a 5* 
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tt o R derive their value either from the fcrtHity of their 
Vil. foil , or the richricfs of their mines ; but they pro- 
duce in greater abundance , than arty part of Ame- 
rica, the log>*ood-tree, which, in dying fomeco* 
lors , is fo far preferable to any other material , 
that the confumption of it in Europe is conCder- 
ible , and it has become an aftidfe m commerce of 
jgreat value. During a long period , no Europeart 
iiation intruded upon Ae Spaniards in thofe pro- 
vinces, or attempted to obtain any Ihare in this 
branch of trade. But after the conqucft of Ja- 

-^ maica by the Englifh , it foon appeared what a for- 

midable rival was now feated in the neighbourhood 
of the Spaniffi territories. One of the firft o4jge<fl:i 
which tempted tbeEngliOi fettled'in that iflathd , wa^ 
the great profit arifingfrom the Fogwood trade, and 
the facility of wrefting fome portion of it frotri thcf 

Theirde* Spaniards. Some adventurers frbm Jamlaica madd 

•line, {he firft attempt at Gapd Catoche , the foutk-eaff proht 
I iiiontory of Yucatan , and by cutting logWobd there, 
tarried on a gainful traffic. Wheft moft of thd trefe* 
near the coaft in that place were fellecf , they re- 
moved to the idland of Trift, in the Bay of Cam- 
. . peachy ; and in later times , their prificipal ffation has 
been in the Bay of Honduras. The Spaniards , alirm- 
cd at this encroachment, eiideavoured by negocia- 
€ion , remonftrances , and open force, to prevent 
the Englifll from obtaining any footing on that 
part of the American cdntinent. But after ftrug- 
gling againft it for more than a century , the difaf- 
ters of the laft ^ar extorted from the Court of Madrid 
a relucftant confcnt to tdlerkte diis fettlement of 
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foreigners in the heart of its territories '*. The pain B it 
ivhich this hambling conceflion occafioned , fcems vii. 
to have prompted the Spaniards to devife a me- 
thod of rendering it of little confequencc, more efi 
iedual than all the efforts of negociation or ; vio- 
lence. The logwood produced on the weft coaft 
of Yucatan , where the foil is drier, is in quality 
far fuperior to that which gro^ys on the marfliy 
grounds where thd Englifh are fettled. By en- and refivak 
couraging the. cutting of this , and permitting the 
importation of it into Spain Avithout paying any 
duty '• , fuch vigor has been given Qp this branch 
of commerce, and the logwood wnich the Englifh 
bring to market has funk fo much in value , that 
their trade to the Bay of Honduras has gradually 
declined *' fince it obtained a legal fandion ; and , 
it is probable , will foon be finally abandoned. Irt 
that event, Yucatan and Honduras will becomd 
poffeflions of confiderable importance to Spain. 

Still farther eaft than Honduras lie the two coftaRfea 
provinces of Cofta Rica and Veragua , which like- «nd Vera. 
wife belong to the vice royalty of New Spain ; but *"** 
both have been fo much negleded by the Spaniards ,^ 
and are apparently of fuch fmall value, that they 
merit no particular attention. 

The moft important province depending oii the Ck^i 
vice -royalty of Peru, is Chili. The Inc^s had 
^ftablifhed their dominion in fome of its northern 



•• 
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J p o B diftricfls; but m the greater part of tb.c country j 
VII. its gallant and high fpirited inhabitants maintaiiieci 
their .independence. The Spaniards , allufed by 
the fame of its opulence , early atteniptcd the coi^* 
queft of It under Diego Almagro ; and, after hi^ 
death , Pedro dc Valdivia refumcd the defign^ 
Both met with fierce oppofition. The former re-^ 
linquilhed the ei>t?rprife jn the n\anner which I 
have mentioned **.. The latter, after having givpa 
many difplays, both of courage and military flcill^ 
was cut off, together with a confiderab|e body of 
troops under his command. Francifco de Villagra^ 
Valdjvi^'s lieutfhant ^ by his fpirited condud, 
checked the natives in their career, and faved the 
remainder of the Spaniards from deftijudion. By? 
degrees ^ all the champaign country along the 
coaft was fubjeded to the Spanifh dominion. T;hq 
mountainous country is ftill poflfefledl by the Puek 
ches, Araucos, and other tribes of it^ ofigiqal in^ 
habitants , formidable neighbours to the Spaniards ; 
' with whom , during the cburfe of two centuries,, 

they have been obliged to maintain almoft perpe-v 
tual hoftility J fufpended only by a few intervals of 
infecure peace. ^ 

Excellence That part of Chili then , which may properl/^ 
mate Mil ^^ deemed a Spanilb province , is a Uj^rrow diftrid, 
Ibii. * extending along the coaft ^om the defert of Ata^ 

camas to tjie iflaad of Ghiloe, above nine hundred^ 
miles. Its climate is the moft delicious in the 
New World, and is hardly equalled by that of any* 
' . « ♦ 

** Book Yi. p. 57, &C4 / ^ 
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region on the face of the earth- Though bofder« b o o 4r 
ing on the Torrid Zone, it never feels the cxtre-* viu 
naity of heat , being fcneened on the eaft by the 
Andes , and tefreihed from the weft by cooling fea^ 
breezes- The temperature of the air is fo mild 
and e<|uabie ^ that the Spaniards give it the pre« 
fcrence to that of the fouthern provinces in their 
native country* The fcrtihty of the foil corre« 
fponds with the benignity of the climate, and ia 
wonderfully accommodated to European produce 
tions. The moft valuable of thefe , corn, wine ^ 
and oil , abound in Chili , as if they had been na« 
tive to the country. All the fruitsr imported from 
Hurope attain to full maturity there. The animals 
of our hemifphere not only multiply , but improve 
in this delightful region. The horned cattle are 
of larger fize than tbofe of Spain. Its breed of 
horfes furpaffes , both in beauty and in fpirit , the 
famous Andalufian race, from which theyfprung^ 
Nor has Nature exhaufted her bounty on the fur- 
face of the earth j [he has ftored its bowels with 
riches. Valuable mines^of gold, of filver, of cop- 
per ^ and of lead ^ have be<:H difcovered in various^ 
parts of it. 

A country diftinguiflbed by to many bleiCngs, tfjrtffVofitf 
we may be apt to conclude , would early become i^ct^bttfc^ 
jt favorite (iation of t-he Spaniards,- and mtift havtf SfanU^tfs, 
been cultivated with peculiar predilei^ion and care, 
Inftead of this y a great part of it remains unoccu- 
pied. In all this Extent of country, there are not- 
above eighty thoufand wlf^ite inhabitants , and aboul- 
three times that nuovber of ^egroe^ and people ol 
Vol. lit a 
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S o o K a mixed race. The moft fertile foil in Americil 
VIK ties uncultivated , and fome of its moft promifing 
mines remain unwrought. Strange as this negledk 
of the Spaniards to avail themfelvcs of advantages, 
vrbich feemed to court their acceptance , may ap« 
pear , the caufes of it can be traced. The only 
intercourfe of Spain with its colonies in the South* 
Sea , was carried on during two centuries by the 
annual fleet to Porto- bello. All the produce of 
thefe colonies were fbipped in the ports of Callao , 
or Arica in Peru , for Panama , and carried from 
thence acrofs the ifthmus. All the commodities 
which they received from the mother-country , were 
conveyed from Panama tb the fame harbours. 
Thus both the exports and imports of Chili pafTed 
through the hands of merchants fettled in Peru. 
Thefe had of courfe a profit on each ; and in both 
tranfaAions the Chilefe felt their own fubordina* 
tion ; and having no dired intercourfe with the 
parent ftate , they depended upon another province 
for the difpofal of their produdlions , as well as for 
the fupply of their wants. Under fuch difcourage- 
ments , population could not increafe , and induftry 
Profpectof was deftitute of one chief incitement. But now 
itt improve. ^j^j^j Spain, from motives which I (hall mention 
hereafter , has adopted a new fyftem , and carried 
on her commerce with the colonies in the South- 
Serf, by (hips which go round Cape Horn, a di- 
red intercourfe is opened between Chili and the 
Motheif.country. The gold, the filver, and the 
other commodities of the province will be ex- 
changed in its own harbours for the manufaduri^ 
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6f Europe. Chili may fpepdily rife into that im- booh 
portance among the Spanifh fettlements to which vil 
it is entitled by its natural advantages. It itoay 
become the granary of Peru, and the other pro- 
vinces along the Pacific Ocean ; it may fupply 
them with wine , with cattle , with horfes , with 
hemp , and many other articles for which they now* ' 
depend upon Europe. Though the new fyftem 
has been eftabliflied only a few years, thofe effedt^ 
of it begin already to be obferved *'. If it fliall be 
adhered to with any fteadinefs for half a century, 
one may venture to foretel , that population , in-^ 
duftry , and opulence will advance in this province • 
with rapid progrefs. 

To the eaft of the Andes , the provinces of Ttl» provinott of 
cuman and Rio de la Plata , border on Chili, atlct '^'|f^*" d" la 
like it were dependent on the Vice-royalty of Fcrd.' piata. 
Thefe regions of immenfe extent ftretch in length 
from north to fouth above thirteen hundred miles , 
and in breadth more than a thoufand. This coun- Nonherii 
try, which is larger than moft European kingdoms, ^rflfioiif "" 
naturally forms itfelf into two great divifions, one 
on the north , and th^ other on the fouth of Rio de 
la Plata. The former comprehends Paraguay , thef 
famous millions of the Jefuits, and feveral other 
diftrids. But as difputes have long fubfifted bci. 
tween the courts of Spain and Portugal , concern- 
ing its boundaries , which , it is probable , will be 
foon finally afccrtaincd , either amicably, or by the 
dccifion of the fword , I chufe to rcferve my 



Campomanos, ii. i$7« 



a« 



Digitized 



by Google 



litter. 



^2$ HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

BOOK accountof this northern divifion, until I enterupot^ 
VII. the hiftory of Portuguefe Anaerica, with whkh 
it is intimately conneded ; and , in relating it , I 
(hall be able from authentic materials , fupplied 
both by Spain and Portugal , to give a full and 
accurate defcription of the operations and views erf 
tlie Jcfuits , in rearing that fingular fabric of po« 
licy in America, which has drawn fo much atten- 
tion , and has been fo imperfedly nnderftood. The 
latter divifion of the province contains the govern- 
ments of Tucuman and Buenosi-Ayres , and to thefe 
I Iball at prefent confine my obfervations. 

View of the The Spaniards entered this part of America by 
the river De la Plata ; and though a (ucceffion of 
cruel difafters befel them in their early attempts to 
^(UbliOi their dominion in it » they were encouraged 
to perfift in the defign , at firlt by the hopes of dif-^ 
covering mines in the interior country , and after^ 
wards by the neceffity of occupying it, in order to 
prevent any other nation from fetding there, and 
penetrating by this route into their rich poffeffions 
in Peru, But except at Buenos-Ayres, they have 
made no fettlement df any cortfequence in alt tbe 
yaft fpace which I have mentioned. There are^ 
indeed , fcattered over it , a few places on which 
they have beftowed the name of towns , and to 
yrhich they have endeavoured to add fome dignity, 
by ereding them into bifhoprics ; but they art no 
better than paltry villages , each with two or three 
hundred inhabitants. One circumftance v how- 
ever , which was not originally forefeen, has con- 
tributed to render this di^lrid , though thinly 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORY OF AMERICA; ^22$ 

peopled, of confiderable importance. ' Thfe pro- ^06 
vinec of Tucuman , together with the country to vii'. 
the fouth of the Plata , inftcad of being covered 
vrithAvood h'ke other parts of America, fornis one 
Vaft open plain , almoA without a tree. The foil 
is a deep fertile mould , watered by many (iFeams 
<lefcending from the Andes , and clothed in per- 
petual verdure. In this rich pafturage, the horfes . 
and cattle imported by the Spaniards from Europe 
tave multiplied to a degree which aldnoft exceeds 
belief. This has enabled the inhabitants not only 
ix) open a lucrative trade with Peru , by fupplyin^ 
it with cattle , horfes, andmuks, but to carry oft 
a commerce no lefs beneficial, by the exportation 
of hides to-Europe. From both, thel colony hai 
derived great advantages. But' its commodiot^ 
Xituation for canying on contraband trade, ba^ 
been the chief fourceof its profperity. While the 
court of Madrid adhered to its ancient fyftem , witli 
refped to its communication with America, the 
•liver De la Plata lay fo much out of the courfe of 
Spanifl) navigation , that interlopers , almoft with- • - 
out any rifque of being either obferved of ob. 
ilruded j could pour in European manufaiJldr^s in 
fuch quantities , that they not only ftipplied this 
wants of the colony , but were conveyed into all 
the eaftern diftridte of Peru*. When the Portu- 
guefe in Brafil extended their ffettlements to the 
tfaanks of Rio de la Plata , a mew channel was 
opened, by which prohibited commodities flowed 
into the Spanifli territories , with ftill more facility, 
land ia ^e^r abundance^. This JUe^l traffia^ 

^3 



Digitized 



by Google 



M30 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

9 o K however detrimeBUl to the parent ft^te, contri-* 
VII* buted to the increafe of the fettlement , which had 
Ithe immediate benefit of it , an<i Buenos- Ayr» 
becaoie; gradually a populous and opulent town. 
What imay-i-be the-cfFedl of the alteration lately 
made in the government of this colony , the nature 
^f which iball be? defcribed in the fubfequent Book , 
jcannot hitherto be known. 

otiirtmi- ' All the pther territories of Spain in the New 

torieiof ^QTld^ f he ifldnds excepted , of whofe difcovery 
and redudion I have formcriy given an accoubt, 
are con^prehended under two great divifions ; the 
^oraieir denomiiated the kingdom of Tierra Firmc,^ 
ftheprovincesof >tHi^b ftretch along the Atlantic, 
|r0m th^ eaftern frontier of New Spain to the 
joiouth of the Orinoco ; the latter , the New King- 
^oni of Granada , fituated in the interior co^untry. 
With a ftioi;t view of thefe I ihall clofe this part of 
piy work. 

' To the caft of Veragua , the laft province fub. 
ged to the Viceroy ol Mexico, lies the ifthmus of 

't)aticii. JDariesIl' Thougb it was in this part of the con- 
tinent that the , Spaniards firft began to plant co- 
lonies , they have made no confiderable progrefc ih 
-peopUflg ijti As tho country is extremdy mduii- 
taiuous, deluged with rain during a good part of 
the y^ar, remarkably u^ealthful, and contains nt> 
tnine^ of great value ,: the Spaniards would pro- 
bably, have, abandoned it altogether, if they hafl 
il[iot.been allured to Continue by the excellenceof 
^the' harbour of Porto-bello on the one fea^ and that 
\cf Fwama on the bther. Thefe havp^been called 
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^ekeys to the communication between the .north book 
and fouch-fea , between Spain and her mofh valuable vii> 
colonies. In confequence of this advantage, Fa« 
nama has become a confiderable and thriving town. 
The peculiar noxioufnefe of its climate has. pre* ' 
vented Porto-bello from increafing in.the fame pro- 
portion. As the intercourfe with the fettlements 
in the Pacific Ocean is now carried on by another 
channel , it is probable that both Porto-bello aad 
Panama will decline , when no longer nourifbed 
and enriched by that commerce to which they 
^ere indebted for their ptoljperity , and even their 
exiftence. 

* The provinces of Carthagena and Santa Mattha carthagena 
ftretch to the eaftward of the ifthmus of Darien. "jj^^*"^* 
The country flill continues mountainous , but its 
vallies begin to expand , are well watered , and 
icxtremely fertile. Pedro de Heredia fubjeded thig 
part of America to the crOwn of Spain , about the 
year 1532. It is thinly peopled , and of courfe ill 
cultivated. It produces , however , a variety of 
valuable drugs, and fome precious ftones ^ pardh 
cularly emeralds. But its chief importance is dtf- 
xived from the harbour of Carthagena., the lafcft 
and beft fortified of any in the American domiaiiobs 
of Spain. In a fituation fo ' favorable , commerce 
foon began to flourifh. As early as. the year 1544, 
itfeems to have been a town of fdme note.. Bi|t 
when Carthagena was chofca as the port in which 
the gaJeons ihould firft begin to trade on thciniair- 
rival from Europe , and to which they were di* 
xeded to return , in ordejf; tP prepare for their 
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S o o % vojage homeward, the commerce of its infaabitantt 
VIL :was; fo much favored by this arrangement , that 
it fopn became one of the mod populous , opulent, 
and beauuful cities in America. There is , bow- 
ever, reafon to apprehend , that it has reached its 
bigheft point of exaltation , and that it will be to 
far afieded by the change in the Spanilb fyftem of 
trade with America, which has withdrawn from k 
the defirable vifits of the galeons , as to feel at leaft 
m temporary decline* But the wealth now coUcded 
there , will foon find or create employment for itfelf , 
and nuy be turned with advantage into fome new 
channel. Its harbour is fo fafe , and fo convo- 
niendy fituated for receiving commodities from 
Burope , its merchants have been fo long accuC* 
* tomed to convey thefe into all thfe adjacent pro- 
vinces , thiit it is probable they will ftill retain this 
branch of trade ^ and Carthagena continue to be m 
city of great importance. • 

v«8«iiei«* * The province contiguous to Santa Martha on 
.die eaft, was firft vifited by Alonfo deOjeda , in 
the year 1499 ** ; and the Spaniards , on their 
landing there , having obferved fome huts in aa 
Indbn village built upon piles , in order to raife 
them above the ftagnated water which covered the 
pUun , were led to beftow upon it the name of 
Venezuela , or Little Venice , by their ufual pro* 
penfity to find a refemblance, between what they 
diifeovercd in America , and the objeds which were 
(amiliar to then^ in Europe, They made iomt 

^ Book a» voU i« {K iji. 
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attempts to. fettle there, but with little fucccfe.The book 
fiftal redudion of the province was accompHlhed vii. 
by means very different from thofe to which Spain 
was indebted for its other acquifitions in the New 
World. The ambition of Charles V, often en- 
gaged him in operations of fuch variety and ex- 
tent , that his revenues were not fufficient to defray 
the expenfe of carrying them into cxecutioa. 
Among oth er expedients for fupplying the deficiency 
of jiis funds j he had .borrowed -large fums from 
the Velfers of Augfburgh ^ the moft opulent 
merchants at that time in Europe. By way of 
retribution for thefe , or in hopes , perhaps , of ob- 
taining a neW loan , he beftowed upon them the 
province of Venezuela, to be held as a hereditary 
fief from the crown of Caftile » on condition thdt 
within a limited time they (hould render them« 
jfelves matters of the country, and eftablifli A cO« 
.lony there. Under the diredion of fuch perfons^ 
it might have been expeded , that a fettlement 
.wo^ild have been eftablifhed on maxims very dif- 
ferent from thofe of the Spaniards , and better cal- 
culated to encourage fuch ufeful induftry , as mei^ 
xantile proprietors might have known to be the 
moft certain fource •of profperity and opuknctf. 
But; unfortunately they committed the execution 
^f their plan to fome of thofe foldiers of fortune 
with which Germany abounded in the fixteenth 
xenttiry. Thefe adventurers , impatient to ama{i 
jriqhps , that they might fpeedily abandon a ftatiop 
which they foon difcovered to be very uncomfort- 
jd^le 9 inftead of planting a colony in order to cul<< 
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U o o K tivate and improve the country, wandered from 
vii. diftrid to diftriA in fcarch of mines , plundering 
the natives with unfeeling rapacity, or oppreffing 
them by the impofition of intolerable talks. la 
the courfe of a few years , their avarice and exac- 
-tions , in comparifon with which thofe of the Spa- 
niards were naoderate , defolated the province fo 
completely, that it could hardly afford them fub- 
fiftence , and the Velfers relinquifbed a property 
'from which the incoiifiderate cbndudi of their 
agents left thena no hope of ever deriving any ad- 
vantage **. When the wretched remainder of th« 
Germans deferted Venezuela , the Spaniards again 
took poffeflSon of it ; but, notwithftaodiog many 
/tiatural advantages , it is one of their moft Ian* 
-guifbing and unprodudive fettlements. 
Caraeeai !■*■- The provinces of Caraccas and Cumaha are the 
uimani. -l^ft of the Spanifli territories on this coaft ; but in 
relating the origin and operations of the mer- 
cantile cortipany , in which an exclufive right 
-of trade with them has been vefted , I Ihall here- 
-after have occafioh to confider their ftate and pro- 
^Udions. • 

NewKittir* ' • The New Kingdom of Granada is entirely *aft 
dom of Gra. .Ji^ignd countfy of great extent. This important ad- 
^diti^n was made to the dominions of Spain about 
the* year 1536 , by Sebaftian de Benalcazar'and 
<3on2alo Ximenes de Quefada, tw6 of the bravejfk 
'^hd moft accompliffied officers employed in thfe 
<ton(}ueA of Atnerica. The former, who con^ 

•1-^ ^1 Civcdo y Bagnos^ Hift, dc Venezuela p. iif See. 
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ffianded at that tiniein Quito, attacked it from ^ a o ic 
the fouth ; the latter made his invafion from Santa \lh ' 
Martha oh th^ north. As the original inhabitantt 
of this region were farther advanced in improve* 
jnent , than any people in America but the Mexi- 
cans and Peruvians ** , they defend^ themfelvei 
ivith great refolution and .>goad condud. The 
abilities and perfev.erance of Benalcazar and Que- 
fada furmounted all oppofitioD, though not with- 
out encountering many dangers , and reduced the 
country into the form of a Spanifli province. 

The New Kingdom , of Granada is fo fwr elc« 
ivated above the level of thefea , that though it 
approaches almoft to the equator , the climate is 
jremarkably temperate 1 he fertility of its vallios 
i$ not inferior to that. of. the richeft diftriA& in 
'America , and its higher grounds yield gold and 
^ecious ftones of various kinds. It i^ not l^ 
digging into the bowels o^ the earth that this gold 
is found ; it is mingled with the foil near the fui^* 
face^ and ieparated from it by repeated: walhing 
.with water. This operation is carried on whblly 
tby negro flaves ; for though the chill fu^ermdean 
air has been difcovered , by experience^ to be fo fatal 
:to them , that they cannot be employed withadv^n- 
tagein the deep (Uver mines , they are mbrecapabk 
-of performing the other .fpecies of labor than In- 
dians. As the natives in. the New Kingdom of 
Granada are exempt from; that fervic^, which has 
yrafted their race fo.rapidly in od^er parts of Americii 

•' Book iv. vol. ii. p. 1199 &G. 



' / 



Digitized 



by Google 



dS« HISTORY OF AMKUIC A. 

B 6 K the country is (lill retimrkabty populous. Some 
vifr diftrids yield gold with a pro&ifioo no Ie($ wonderful 
than that in the vale of Cineguilla , which 1 have 
lormerly mentioned , and it h often found in large , 
ftpitas , or grains , which manifeft the abundance 
in which it is produced* . On a rifing giound near 
Pamplona , fingle labx>rers h^ve collected in a 
day what was equal in value to a thoufand pefos ^. 
A late governor , of Santa i^ brought with him 
to Spain a lump of pure gold , eftimated to be 
worth, feven hundred and forty pounds (lerlin^ 
This.» which is , perhaps , the largeft and fined 
ijpeoimea ever found in the New World , is now 
-depofited in the royal cabinet of Madrid. But 
without founding any calculation on what is rare 
an4 extraordinary ,. the. value of the gold ufoally 
collected in this country ^ particularly in the pro- 
vinces of Popayan and Choco , is c^ confiderabte 
amount. Its towns are populous and flburifliing^ 
The numbor of inhabitants in almoft every part oi 
the country daily increafes. Cultivation and iii* 
du^iy of various kinds begin to be encouraged, 
and to prefer. A confiderable trade is carried on 
With Cartfaagena , the produce of the mines , and 
•other conunodities ^ being conveyed down the great 
river of St. Magdalen to that city. On another 
quarter, the New Kingdom of Granada has a com* 
>muDic^ti6n with the Atlantic by the river Orinoco ; 
bilt the country. which ftretches along its banks 
;tpward$ the ea|l , islitde known , and imperfect 
occupied by the Spaniards. 
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xTLFTER tracing the progrcfs of the Spaniards 
ia their difcoveries and conquefts during more 
than half a century, I have condudted them to 
that period when their authority was eftablifhed 
over almoin all the vaft regions in the New. World 
ftill fubjed; to their dominion. The effedl of their 
Settlements upon the countries of which they took 
pofTedion, the maxims which, they adopted in 
forming their new colonies, the interior ftrudure 
and policy of thefe, together with the influence of 
their progreffive improvement Upon the parent 
ftate, and upon the commercial intercourfe of 
nations , are the objeds to which we now turn 
our attention. 

The firft viable confequence of the eftablilh- 
mcnts nmde by the Spaniards in America, was the 
diminution of the ancient inhabitants , to a degree 
equally aftonifhing and deplorable. I have already, 
on difierent occalions, mentioned the difaftrous 
influence under which the dQunexioa of the Am^« 
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HOOK ricans with the people of our hemifphere com- 
Vin. tnenced ,' both in the iflands , and in feveral parts 
of the continent, and have touched upon various 
caufes of their rapid confumption. Wherever the 
inhabitants of America had refolutioh to take 
arms in defence of their liberty and rights , many 
peri (bed in the unequal conteft, and were cut ofiF 
by their fierce invaders. But the greateft defola- 
tion followed after the fword was fheathed , and 
•GauretoF the conquerors were fettled in tranquillity. It 
mands*»nd ^^^ in the iflands, and in thofe provinces of the 
fotnei>iirtt of continent which ftjretch from the Gulf of Tfi- 
tficQoiti. uidad to the confines of Mexico, that the fatal 
effeds of the Spanifli dominion were firft and raoft 
fenfibly felt. AH thefe were occupied either by 
wandering tribes of hunters, or by fuch as had 
made bu( fmall progrefs in cultivation and in* 
duftry. When they were compelled by their new 
mafters to take up a fixed rcfidence, and to apply 
to regular labor; when tafks were impofed upon 
them difproportioned to their ftrength , and were 
cxaded with unrelenting feverity , they poflefled 
not vigor either of mind or of bod)' tq fuftain this 
unufual load of oppreffion. Dejedion and defpair 
drove many to end their lives by violence. Fatigue 
and famine dcftroyed more. In all thofe extenfive 
regions, the original race- of inhabitants wafted 
away ; in fome it was totally extinguiflied. In 
Mexico , where a powerful and martial people dif- 
tinguiflied their oppofition to the Spaniards by ef- 
forts of courage worthy of a better fate , great num- 
bers fell in the field ; and there , as well as in Peru, 
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(lill greater numbers perifhed under the hardlhips book 
of attending the Spanifli armies in their various \iiu 
expeditions and civil wars^ worn out with die 
inceffant toil of carrying their baggage, provifioos: 
and military ftores* 

But neither the rage nor cruelty of the Spa- in New- 
niards vrere fo deftrudlive to the people of Mexico, p^J^" *** 
and Peru , as the inconfiderate policy with which, 
they eftablifhed their new fettlements. The for- 
mer were temporary calamities, fatal to individuals; 
the latter was a permanent evil, which, with gra- 
dual confumption , wafted the nation. When the* 
provinces of Mexico and Peru were divided among! 
the conquerors, each was eager to obtain a dif-. 
tridl, from which he might expedl an inftanta- 
neous rccom pence for all his fervices. Soldiers, ,. 
accuftomed to the carelelTnefs and diflipation of a 
military life, had neither induftry to carry on any 
plan of regular cultivation , nor patience to wait 
for its flow , but certain returns. Inftead of fet- 
tling in the vallies occupied by the natives , where 
the fertility of the foil would have amply rewarded 
the diligence of the planter, they chofe to fix their 
ftations in fome of the mountainous regions, fre- 
qucnt both in New Spain and in Peru. To fearch 
for mines of gdld and filver, was the chief objedl 
of their adlivity. The profpcds which this opens, 
and the alluring hopes which it continually pre- 
fents, correfpond wonderfully with the fpirit of 
cnterprife and adventure that animated the firft 
emigrants to America in every part of their con- 
duct In order to pufli forward thofe favorite 
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BOOK projcifls , fo many hands were wanted, tihat the fcft** 
Yiii. vice of the natives became indifpcnfably requifite* 
They wcre^accordjngly compelled to abandon their 
ancient habitations in the plains, and driven in 
crowds to the mountains. This fudden tranfiti'on 
from the fukry dimate of the vallies , to the chill 
penetrating afr peculiar to high lands in the torrid 
2one ; exorbitant labor , fcanty or unwhokfome 
nourifbment, and tlie defpondency occafioned by si 
* ^cies of oppreffion to which they were not ac- 
cuftomed , and of which they faw no end , affeded 
them nearly as much as their lefs induftrions coun- 
trymen in the iflands. They funk under the united 
preffure of thofe calamities , and melted away with 
almoft equal rapidity '. In confequence of this, 
together with the introdudion of the fmall-pox , a 
malady unknown in America, and extremely fatal to 
the natives*, the number of people both in New 
Spain and Peru was fo much' reduced, that in a few 
years the accounts of their ancieiit populaticm ap« 
peared almoft incredible *. 
Nottncrc- Such are the moft confiderable events and caufes^ 
fusiofaiiy -which, by their combined operation , contributed 
policy; to depopulate America. Without attending to 
thefe, many authors, aftonilbed at the fuddenne(s 
of the defolation , have afcribed this unexampled 
event to a fyftem of policy no lefs profound than 
atrocious. The Spaniards^ as ihey pretend, conkious 

Torqaemada, i. 6ij. 
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of their own inability 1/^ n^mpy the :vaft regj^ns. Q o o !| 
Vrhich they bad difcovered^ and fcNnefie^iDg tij^e yiif. . 
unpoflibility of xnaiataini^ itHeir authority ov^i; 
a people infinitrfy fuperii^ XQ xhemkWes iq ixumt 
^er, lit order to preferve the pofleiSoq of. America^ 
refoivcd to exterminate the inhabitants ^i^od by coOt 
verting-a grc^t part of the country iqto.a:-deJferi;^ en* 
ileavauiicd to fecure tjbeir ow^n dominion over k\ 
But natkioitsfeldom extend their views to 6bjei£bfo 
remote, or lay their plans fo.decp; anjdiiorjthc 
bonor of humanity > we may obferve, that no na-r 
' tioh ever dcliberateJy forrticd fuch an execrable 
fcheme^ The SpaniDb monarchs^ far from ading 
upoti any.fucb fyftem of d«ftrudion ^ were uniformly 
folicitoua for the prefefyatidn, of their ojewfubjefts* 
With Ifabella s steal foif propagating the cKriftrait 
iaith ♦ {together with tiie defire of communicaung 
the knowledge of truth > and the confolations. of 
religion: to people deftltuteibf fpiritual light ^ were 
more than oftenfible mcitiVes for chcouraging Go* 
iumbus to attempt his difcoveries. Upoohisfuc* 
eeCsi file endeavoured t6> fulfil her pious purpofei 
and m^nifeRed the mod tender coneert) to fecure 
fiot bnly reUgious inftrudion ^ but mild treatnjcnt , 
to that inoffentve race of .men fubjciSted to her 
croWn'* Her fucceffors adtopted the lanie Jdeas; 
and , on tnariy occafiofls, which I have mentioned, 
their authority Wasintccpofed in Jthb.moft vigorous 
ex^rtions^ to protejft th« people of America from" 
^tte Oppreffion of their Spanifli iubjedls* Their 

♦ &« Non.Xfcf^: ;.. J * Sec NOTEXti 
Vol. III. R ^ 
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fi o o IE regulations f6r this purpofe Mrere numerous, and 
viii. often repeated. Thejr were framed with wifdom^ 
iind didated by humanity. After their pofTeflions ia 
the New World became fo extenfive , as might have 
excited feme apprehenfions of difficulty in retaining 
their dominion over them, the fpirit of their regu- 
lations was as mild as when their fettlements were 
confined to the iflands alone. Their folicitude to 
proted the Indians feemsrather to have augmented 
as their acquifitions increafed ; and from ardor to, 
accomplifli this, theycnaded; and endeavoured to 
enforce the execution of laws , which excited a for. 
tnidable rebellion in one of their colonies, and fpread 
alarm and difaffedion through all the reft. But 
the avarice of individuals was too violent to be con- 
trolled by the authority of laws. Rapacious and 
daring adventurers , far removed hrom the feat of 
government , little accuftomed to the reftraints of 
ttiilitary difcipline while in fervice , aqd ftill lefs 
difpofed to refped the feeble jurifdidion of civil 
power ia an infant colony , defpifed or eluded every 
regulation that fet bounds to their exadions and 
tyranny. The parent ftate , with perfevering atten- 
tion, iflued edids to prevent the oppreflion of the 
Indians i the cblonifts, fegardlefs of thefe, or truft- 
lAg to their diftance for impunity, continued to 
confider and treat them as flaves. The governors 
themfelvcs, and other bfficers employed in the co- 
lonies , fcvcral of whom, were as indigent and ra-. 
pacious as the adventurers over whom they pr^fided^ 
were too apt to adopt their contemptuous ideas of 
the conquered people; and iiiftead of checking. 
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Tticouraged or connived at their »excefles. The dofiDu b 6 o |( 
lation of the New World fhould not then be charged xiiu 
-on the court o£ Spain, or be confidered as the effedl 
of any fyftem of policy adopted there.. It ought to 
be imputed wholly to the indigent and often un^ 
^principled adventurers, whofe fortune it was to .be 
the conquerors and firft planters of America , who, 
by: meafures no Icfs inconfiderate than unjuft, co'un- • 
-tera^^ed : the cdidb of their fovereign, and have 
Jbrought difgracc upon their country. n 

: With flill greater injuftice, have many authors northei^ 
reprefented t^e intolerating fpirit of the Roman |««^®^'** 
Catholic religion , as the caufe of exterminating the 
Americans , and have accufed the Spanifb ecclefiaC* 
tics of animating their countrymen to the flaughter 
o£ that innocent people , as .idolaters and enemies of 
God. But the firft miffionajries who vifited Ame* 
rica, though weak and illiterate, were piou&^men^ 
They early efpoufed the.defence of the natives, and 
vindicated their charader from the afperfiqns o€ 
their conquerors,, who, defcribing them as inca* 
pable of being; locmed tp the ^ offices of civil life^ 
or of coraprehdnding the d<)Arines of religion, con-i 
tended , that they were a f^bordinate race of men, 
en \yhom the hand of nature had fet the mark of 
fervitude. Frqra the accounts which I have given 
of the humane and p^rfevering zeal of the Spaniih • 
miffionaries, in proteding.tbe helf^efs flock) com-' 
ifiitted to th^ii; chargci , they appear in a light which^ 
refledls luftre upon their fundbon. They were mi- 
nifters of peace , who endeavoured tO; wreft th^ rod 
from tbe;haildii>f opfurdrors..'/iT6 their. powHul 
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ji o o X idt^pdfltion,. the Aihericaas were indebted foreveiy 
.!l^in. Jrcgiftlzitioa tending to mitigate the rigor of their 
ia(3C. The dergy in theSpaniih fettleoKnts, regu- 
lar's well as fecnlar, are flill confidered by the 
Indians as their natural guardians , to whom they 
iiftve reocurfe under the bardlhips and exadions to 
,wbich they are too often expofed *. 
The number^ . But, notwitbftanding the rapid depopulation of 
2[^'^*j^'J[j^^ Amfcrica, a very confiderable number of th« nar 
naifliof. tive race ftill remaids both in Mexico and Peru^ 
>' c^cially in tbofe parts which were not expofed 

to the J rft fury of the Spanifh arms, or dcfolated 
by the firft efforts of their induftjy, fkill more. rui- 
ilous. inGuatimala, Chiapa, Nicars^gua, and the 
other delightful provinces of the Mexican empire^ 
ivhichilretch atong the South-fe^, the race of Im 
dian^ k ftill numerous;. Their fettlements in fome 
places arefo populous ^ as to merit the name of ci« 
lics^ in the tshree audiences into which New Spaiii 
ii: divided, th^rb are at leafl two millions of ln<£ 
AskM; a pitiful remnant, indeed, of its ancient po« 
pulatibn^ but fucb as ftill forins a body of people 
luperior in number to that of all the other inha- 
bitants of this extertfive country '. In Peru leveral 
diftrids, particularly in the kingdom of Quito , are 
accttpied almoft efftirelyby Indiaryji* In other pro- 
pinces.they are bfiingled with th^ Spaniards, andii^ 
many of their IVttkments are almoft the only pcr^i 
low who pnadlife the mechanic arts, and fill moA; 

-* See NOTE XLHt ' '' ^ 

^; f^tec NDTTE Xav. : /^, S^ NQ3:t^XL7. .*u . . 
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f>f the inferior Rations in focicty.- As the inhabit* 
ants both of Mexico and Peru were accuf^ome^i 
to a fixed refidence , and to a certain degree of 
regular induftry , Icfs violence >vas rcquifitc itt 
bringing them to fome conformity with the Euro- 
pean modes of civil life. But wherever the Spa** 
niards fettled among the favage tribes of America , 
their attempts to incorporate with them have beeo 
always fruitlels, and often fatal to the natives^ Im- 
patient of reftraint , and difdajning labor as a mark 
of fervility , they either abandoned their original 
feats , and fought for independence in mountains 
and forefts inacceflible to their oppreflbrs, or pe- 
riflied when reduced to a ftate repugnant to their 
ancient ideas and habits. In the diftrids adjacent 
to Carthagena, to Panama, and to Buenos* Ayres^ 
the defolation is more general than even in thoft 
parts of Mexico and Peru , of which the Spat 
niards have taken moft full poffeflion. 

But the eftablilbments of the Spaniards in the 
New World ^ though fatal to its ancient inhabit> 
ants, were made at a period when that monarchy 
was capable of forming them to beft advantage. 
By the union of all its petty kingdoms, Spain was 
become a powerful ftate, equal to fo great s^n un^ 
dertaking. Its monarchs, having extended their 
prerogative {sir beyond the limits which once cir- 
cumfcribed the regal power in every kingdom of 
Europe, were hardly fubjed to control, either i« 
concetting or' in executing xheir mealiires. Iq 
every wide- extended empire , the form of govern* 
meat muft be iimple, and the fovtreign authority 
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fiich, that its refi^utions may be taken with prbnip* 
dtude , and may pervade the whole with fufficicnt 
force. Such was* the power of the Spanifli mo*- 
narchs, when they were called to deliberate concern-^ 
iflg the mode of eftablifliing their dominion over 
the moft remote provinces, which had ever been 
fubjedled to any European ftate. In this delibera- 
tion, they felt themfelves under no conftitutional 
refbraint, and that, as independent mafters of their: 
ovrrt refolves , they might iffue the edids requifite^ 
for oiodelling the government of the new colonies,' 
by a mere ad of prerogative. 
- This early interpofition of the Spanifb crown, in 
order to regulate the policy and trade of its co-' 
Ionics, JS a peculiarity which diftinguifbes their 
progrefs from that of the colonies of any other 
European nation. When the Portuguefe , the Eng- 
lifli, and French , took poffeffion of the regions 
in America which they now occupy, the advan- 
tages which thefe promifed to yield were fo re-'^ 
ifnote and uncertain, that their colonies were fuf* 
fered to ftruggle through a hard infancy, almofl: 
without guidance or protedion from the parent 
ftate. But gold and Jfilver , the firft produdioos of 
the Spanifh fettlements in the New World , were 
'Xnore alluring, and immediately attraded the atten* 
tion of their monarchs. Though they had contri- 
buted little to the difcovery, and almoft nothing 
*o the conqueft of the New World , they inftandy 
aflumed the fundion of its legifliuops ; and hav- 
ing .acquired . a fpecies ' of dominion formerly < un-^ 
)cnown> they .formed a plan ibr e±erci(ing it\. to 
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*^hil::h nothing fimilat occurs iii tlie hiftoiy of b o o k 
bunaan affairs. viii. 

The fundamental maxim of Spanifii jurifpru- au power 
dence with refped to America , is to confider what "^^^1°**?^! 
nas been acquired there as vetted m the crown ^ ceowiu 
rather than in the ftate. By the bull of Alex- 
5uider VI. on which, as its great charter, Spain 
founded its right, all the regions that had been« 
or fliould be difcovered , were beftowed as a free 
gift upon Ferdinand and Ifabella. They and their 
fucceffors were uniformly held to be the univerfal 
proprietors of the vaft territories , which the arms 
of their fubjeds conquered in the New World. 
From them, all grants of land there flowed, and 
to them they finally returned. The leaders who 
conduded the, various expeditions , the governors 
who prefidfcd over the different colonies, the of- 
ficers of juftice , and the minifters of religion, were 
all appointed by their authority, and removable at 
their pleafure. The people who compofed infant 
fettlements were entitled to no privileges inde- 
pendent of their fovereign , or that ferved as a bar- 
rier againft the po'wer of the crown. It is true , 
that when towns were built , and formed into bo- 
dies corporate, the citizens were permitted to eled 
their own magiftrates, who governed them by laws 
which the community enaded. Even in the moft 
defpotic ftates, this feeble fpark of liberty is not ex- 
tinguifhed. But in the cities of Spanifli America,, 
this jurifdidion is merely municipal, and is con- 
igoed to the regulation of their own interior c6m- 
merce and police. In whatever relates to public 
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1 o o K government^ and the general intcreft^ the v^ill^ofthf 
Vni, fovereign is law. No political po\Ver originates 
from the people. AH ceotrej; in the crown , ^iid ia 
the oflftcets d i(s nomination. 
4iiitiM«e«? When the conquefls of die Spaniard! in Ame^i 
dominion? of yj^ ^^^ cortiptcted , theiT itionarchs , in forming 
|«utedtotvq the plan of intenial polic/^ior their new d<^minion6^ 
viceroys. divided them into two immenfe governments, on« 
iubjeil to the viceroy of New Spain , the other to 
the viceroy of Peru. The jurifdidion of the for* 
mer extended over all the provinces belonging to 
Spain irt the northern divifion of the American 
continent. Under that of the latter , was oompre» 
hended whatever ihe poffeffed in South - America. 
This arrangement, which, from the beginnings was 
attended with mjiny inconveniencies , became in^ 
tolerable, when the remote provinces of each vice* 
royalty began to improve in induftry and popula- 
tion. The people complained of their fubjedion 
to a fuperior , whofe place of refidence was fo 
diftant , or fo inaccefiible , as almoft excluded 
them from any intercourfe with the feat of govern- 
ment. The authority of the viceroy over diflridU 
fo far removed from his own eye and obfervation^ 
was unavoidably both feeble and ill direded. As 
a remedy for thofe evils , a third viceroyalty ha^ 
been eftablifhed in the prefent century , at ^anta ¥i 
de Bogota , the capital of the new kingdom of Gra* 
pada, the jurifdidion of which extends over the 
Thtir vrhole kingdom of Tierra Firmfc , and the province 
I^Qw^r^ ^^ Qmito^. Thofe viteroys not only reprefent the 

* Voy. dc Ulloa, i. 2;. 2 $5. 
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pirfon of thcii" fovereigrt , but poCfefs his regal pfe- Boon 
ilogatives \¥itbia the precinds of their own govern* viii. 
mmits^ in their uttooft extent. likehioi^ they ex* 
citife fupr^me aiithority in every department of go* ; ' 
vernnojent^ civil, mijitary, and criminal They have 
the fol? ri^t of nominating the perfons >yho bold 
nbany offices of the higheft importance , and the ocr 
tafional privilege of fupplyingthofe which, whea 
they become vacant by deaths are in the royal gift^ 
until the fucceSbr appointed by the king Oiajl arr 
rive. The external pomp of their government i^ * 
Ctiited to its real dignity and power. Their courts 
are formed upon the model of that at Madrid, with 
borfe and foot guard;>, a houfehold reguiaHy eftab- 
li^d ^ numerous attendanu , and enfigns of 
conunand , difplaying fuch magnificence , as hardly 
letaii^Sf the appearance of delegated authority **. : 
: But as the viceroys cannot difcharge in perfon conmof 
the. fundions of a fojpreme magiftrate in every part Audience, 
of their extenfive jurifdidion, they are aided in their 
government by officers and tribunals firailar to 
t^ofe in Spain. The condud of civil affairs in the 
various pr<>Vinces and didrids, into which the Spa* 
nifli dominions in America are diyided, is com- 
mitted to ' magillrates of various orders and deno- 
minations ; fome appointed by the king, others by 
the viceroy , but all fubjed to the command of the 
latter, and amenable to his jurifdidion. Tbe.admi- 
^iftration of juAice is veiled in tribunals, known by 
the ii2imc oi AudUnces ^ arid formed upon the model 

'* UUoa, Voy. i 432* Gage, 6i* 
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B o o K of the court of Chancery in Spain. Thcfe arc cle^ 
VIII. vcn in number, and difpenfe juflice to as many dit 
trids , into which the Spanifb dominions in Ame^ 
rica are divided ". The number of judges in the 
court of Audience is various, according to the 
extent and importance of their jurifdiAion. The 
fiation is no ]efs honorable than lucrative, and is 
commonly filled by perfons of fuch abilities and 
merit as renders this tribunal extremely refpedable* 
Both civil and criminal caufes come under their 
cognizance, and for each peculiar judges are fet 
The!rinri& apart. Though it is only in the moft defpotic go^ 
diction. ycrnments , that the fovereign exercifes in perfod 
the formidable prerogative of adminiftering juftice 
to his fubjeds, and in abfolving, or condemning, 
tonfults no law but what is depofited in bis own 
breaft ; though, in all the monarchies of Europe; 
judicial authority is committed to magiftrates, whofc 
deciftons are regulated by known laws and eftab^ 
lifhed forms , the Spanifh viceroys have often at- 
tempted to intrude themfelves into the feat of jut 
tice, and with an ambidon which their diftance 
from the control of a fuperior rendered bold, have 
afpired at a power which their mafter does not ven- 
ture to affume. In order to check an ufurpadoa 
which muft have annihilated juftice and fecurity in 
the Spanifh colonies , by fubjeding the lives and 
property of all to the will of a fingle man, the vice- 
roys have been prohibited , in the moft explicit 
terms, by repeated laV^s , from interfering in the 

•' See NOTE XLVI. 
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judicial proceedings of the courts of Audience ^ or book 
from delivering an opinion, or giving a voice with 'Vliu 
refped to any point litigated before them '*. In 
fome particular cafes, in which any queftion of ci- 
vil right is involved, even the political regulations^ 
of the viceroy may be brought under the review 
of the court of Audience ,• which , in thofe> in- 
Aances , m^y be deemed an intermediate power 
placed between him and the people, as a conftk 
^ tutional barrier to circumfcribe his jurifdidionv 
But as legal reftraints on a perfon who rcprefents 
the fovcreign, and is clothed with his authority^ arc 
little fuited to the genius of Spanilb policy; the 
liefitation and rcferve with which it confers this 
power on the courts of Audience are remarkable.^ 
They may advife, they may remonftrate; but, in 
the event of a diredl collifion between their opinion 
and the will of the viceroy, what he determines •^• 
muft be carried inl:o execution, and nothing re-^ 
mains for them,' but to lay the matter before tho 
king and the council of the Indies'*. But to be 
entitled to remottftrate , and inform againft a per* 
fon , before whom all others muft be filent , and 
tamely fubmit to his decrees , is a privilege which 
adds dignity to' the courts of Audience. This is 
farther augmented by another circumftance. Upon 
the death of a viceroy , without any provifion of a 
fucceflbr by the king, thellipreme power is vefted 

'* Recop. lib. ii. tit. xv. 1. 35. J8. 44- lib. iii. tit. iii, 

" Solorz. de Jure Irid. lib. iv. c. 5. n. 40, 41. Recop« 
lib. ii. tit. XV, j. }6, lib.-iii.-tit. iiL 1. 34. lib. V. tit; ix*. h i% 
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BOOK in the coiirt of Audience refident in die capital of 
VIII. the viceroyalty, and the fenior judge, afijfted by 
his brethren, exercifes all the fundions of the vice- 
roy while the office continues vacant '\ In matters 
which come under the cognizance of the Audi* 
ences , in the courfe of their ordinary jurifdidion, 
as courts of juftice, their fentences are final in 
every litigation concerning property of lefs value 
than fix thoufand pefos ; but when the fubjed in 
.difpute exceeds that fum , their decifions are fulh 
jed to review, and may be carried by appeal before 
the royal council of the Indies '^ 

In thi; council, one of the moft confiderable in 
the monarchy for dignity and power, is vefted the 
fupreme government of all thie Spanifh dominions 
in America. It was firft eftablifhed by Ferdinand, 
in the year 151 1 , and brought into a more perfed 

iHi^owef. form by Charles V. in the year 1524. Its jurifc 
didipn extends to every department, ecdefiaflical^ 
civil, military, and comniercial. AH laws and 
ordinances relative to the government and police^ 
of the colonies originate there , and muf^ be ap» 
^proved of by two -thirds of the members, before 
tliey are ifTued in the name of the king; All the 
offices, of which the nomination is referved to the 
crown , are conferred in this council. To it each 
I perfon employed in America , from the viceroy 
f downwards, is accountable. It reviews their con- 
dud , rewards their fervices , and infllds^ the 



Recop. lib. ii. tit. xy. 1. 57, &c. 
Recop. lib. v. tit. xiii. L i» &c. 
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puniihments 3ue totheirmalvcrfations*'. Before, it, 
is laid whatever in tclligeace, cither public or fe- 
cret, is rccdvcd -from America, and every fchenric 
oF improving the adminiftration, the police, or the 
tsommerce of the colonies , is fubmitted to its conf- 
itderation. From the firft inftitution of the coun- 
cil of tfce Indies, it has been the conftaot objekfl of 
^he catholic monarchs to maintain its authority, 
and to make (ucb additions from time to time, 
l>oth to its power and its fplendor , as might render 
it lormidable to all their fubjeds in the New 
World. Whatever degree of public order and 
virtue ftill remains in that country, where fo many 
<ircumftances corifpire to relax the former, and to 
corrupt the laker, may beafcribed in a great mea.« 
^att to the rwife regulations and vigilant infpedion 
tof this refpedable tribunal ". 

As the Icing is luppofed to be always prefent in 
his council of the Indies, its meetings are held in 
the place where he reficfes. Another tribunial has 
been infUtuttd, in order to regulate fuch com^ 
tnercial affairs as required the immediate and per* 
fonal infpedion of thofe appointed to fuperintend 
them. This is called Cafa de la Contratacion^ or 
the houfe of trade, and was eftablifhed in Seville, 
to whofe port commerce with the New World was 
confined,' as early as the year 1501. It may b^ 
confidered both as a board of trade, and as a court 
iq€ judicature: In the former capacity, it tak^ 
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li o o X .cognisance of vrh^tcvicr xdatcs to flic intcrcourfe 
vni. -of Spain -with America, it regulates what commo- 
dities fhould be ej^ported thithen, and has the in- 
fpedlion of fuch as are received in return. It de- 
cides concerning the departure of the fleets for the 
.Weft-Indies, the freight and burden of the (hi{>s^« 
their equipment and . deftinatioin. In the latter 
capacity, it judges with refped to every quet 
tion , civil, commercial, or criounal, arifing in 
confequence of the tranfadions of Spain with Amo- 
•rica; and in: both thefe departments , its decifions 
'are cocempt^ from the review of any court but 
that of the council of the Indies ". 
^ Such is the great outline of that fyftem of go- 
'^ .vcrnment, which Spain has .eftabliflied jnJier 

/Aroerican colonies. To enumerate the various 
fubordinate boards .and officers employed in the 
adminiftration of juftice, in coUeding the public 
revenue, and in regulating the interior police of tht 
country ; to defcribe their different fundions; aad 
to inquire into the mode and effed of their opera- 
tions ; would prove a detail no lefs intricate than 
ininute and uninterefting. t 

Firftobifct, The firft objed of the Spanifii monarchs was to 
tefecurean fecurc the produdious of the colonies to ) the parent 
traie. Aate , by an abfolute prohibition of any mtercourfe 
.^,, with foreign natiops. They t<>ok poCfefiBon. of 
America by right of oonqueft , and, conloiotis not 
only of: the feeblepefs ot their; infants fettlement^^ 

'• Rccop. ^lib. IX. titj. i, Vcitia Norte dc la Cptttr^tadon, 
lib. 1. 9. I. ' c . ' 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 

J 



HISTOHY OF AMERICA. 255 

butaware of the difficulty in edablifhing, their (Jch boob 
minion over fuch vaft regions, or in retaining fa vm/ 
jnany reluc^nt nations under the yoke, they dreads 
cd the intrufion of ftrangers ; they even ihunned 
their infpe&ion, and endeavoured to keep them aC 
e diftance from their coafts. This fpidt of j^a.* 
IcHify and explufion, which at firft was natural ^ 
and perhaps neceflary , augmented as their pofTef* 
fions in America extended , and the value of them 
came to be more fully underftood. In confequencc 
of it, afyftem of colonizing Mras introduced, to which 
there had hitherto been nothing fimilar among mam 
Jcind. In the ancient world, it was not unconi- 
inon to fend forth colonies. But they were of two 
kinds only. They were eitter migrations , which 
fcrved to difburden a ftate of its fuperfluous Xub* 
'jeds, when rfiey multiplied too faft for the territ 
-tory which they occupied: or they were military 
detachments ftationed, asgarrifons, in a conquered 
province. The colonies of fome Greek republic^ 
and the fwarms of northern barbarians which fettled 
in different parts of Europe, were of the firft fpecies^ 
-The Roman colonies were of the fecond. In the 
former, the connexion with the mother- country 
quickly ceafed, and they became independent ftatet. 
Jn the latter, as the disjundion wab not complete-, 
the dependence contimted. In theirs Amecican 
Settlements, thenSpanilh mbnarcbs took what was 
peculiar to each ^ and ftiidied to unite them. By 
fending colonies to regions (q rotate ♦ by eftablift* 
iBg in each a form of intenor policy and .adaiinj& 
(raiioPs und^r dHUddgoyemoi;^,,aad w^th peauliidjr 
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o o s Har laws, the/ disjoined them from the motbef^ 
m% country. By retaining in their own hands .dve 
rights of legiflation , as well as 4:hat of impofing 
taxes V together with; the power of 'nominating tba 
ptrUms who filled every departmentef executive go* 
vei;nment, civil or roiiitary, they feouitd their 'de** 
peddence upon the parent (late. Happiiy.for Spain^ 
the fituation of her colonies ,was Sachr as retid^ed it 
poflfibleto reduce this: new ideainta pradice. Alk 
snoft all the ooi^ntries w^hich (he had xlifcovered and 
occupied, lay within the tropics. The prodwftions 
of that large portion of the globe are diffetent frost 
thofe of Europe, even in its moft fouthern provinceiL 
The qualities of the climate and of the foil natuiaU^ 
turn the induftry of fu€h as (ettle thereinto new cthaa- 
nels. When the Spaniards firft took poQeflian dl 
their dominions in America , the pi^ciouf meta^ 
which they yieltkd , were the only object that at* 
traded their attention. Even when their efforts 
began to take a better diredion , they employed 
themfelves almoU wholly in rearing Xtich peculiar 
productions of the climate , as , from their rarity 
aor value, were of chief demand in tte moth^- 
ipountry. Allured by vaft profpeds of immediati; 
wealth, they difdained to wafte thw induftry on 
what was lefe lucrative , but of faperior moiiicnt* 
i in ©rdcr tip rendo- it impoffible to cortTcd this 
" <error, and to prevent them if roitiniaking any. efforts 
in induftry which might iriterfe^ with thof e qf 
llie mother - country , the eftablifhmenk of levcral 
Ijpedes of manufadures, and even the' culture, of 
^ viiie,-bi:^livev-sM prohibited in the.S^nifli 

colonics' 
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cdlotiies'*, under fevere penalties**. They muft book 
truft entirely to the mother-country for the objted^ vm* 
of primary neceffity. Their clothes, their furniture, 
their inftruments of labor, their luxuries, and eveci 
a confiderable part of the provifiorts which they 
confume , were imported from Spain. During a , 
great part of the fixteenth century, Spain, poCTefling 
an cxtenfive commerce and flourifhing manufac* 
tures, could (bpply with cafe the growing demands 
of her colonies , from her own (lores. The proi» 
^ duce of their mines and plantations was given in 
exchange for thefe. But all that the colonies rc-% 
ceived , as well as all that they gave, was con* 
veycd in Spanifli bottoms. No veffel belonging to 
the colonies was ever permitted to carry the com^ 
modities of America to Europe. Even the cora«^ 
mercial intercourfe of one colopy with another^ 
was either abfolutely prohibited, or limited by 
many jealous reftridions. All that America yields 
flows into the ports of Spain; all that it confumes 
inuft iflUe from them. No foreigner can enter its 
colonies without exprefs permiffion ; no veffel of 
any foreign nation is received into their harbours; 
and the pains of death, with confifcation of move- 
ables , are deaounced againft every inhabitant who 
prefumes to trade with tliem**. Thus the coloiiies 
are kept in a ftate of perpetual pupilage ; atid by 
the introcludioD of this commercial dependence , a 

• '^ See NOTE' XLVII. ' ' ''' 

•• B. UHoa, Rctab. dss Manuf. &c. p. ao^. 
*' Recopil. lib. ix. tit. ib^vi. I.. 4. 4- 7i *«• 
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BOOK refiaecDent in policy of which Spain fet the frrft ext 

vin. ample to ttje European nations , the iupremacy of 

the parent flate hath been maintained over rpmotc 

colonies during two centuries and a half. . , 

siowpro. Such are the capital maxims to . which the Spa* 

pLu'tion*^ pilh monarcbs fcem to have attended informing 

froBiEu- tht\r pew fettt^aients in America. But they could 

'^**- , hot* plant with the fame rapidity that they had de- 

ftroyed ; and , from many coacurring caufes , thej^ 

jprogrefs was extremely flow , in filling up the im- 

menfe void which their devaftations had occaQonec^ 

As foon as the rage for difcovery and adventure bct 

gan to abate , the Spaniards opened their tyes tct 

dangers and diftreffes , which at firft they did not 

perceive, or bad defpifed. The njbiroerous hardf 

fj)ips with which the members of kifs^nt colonic^ 

have to ftruggle , the difeafcs of unwhotefomc cliy 

mates , fatal to the conftitution of Europeans. ; the 

difficulty of bringing a country, covered with forefts, 

into culture ; the want of hands neceflary for labcm 

in fome provinces , and the flow reward of induftry 

ii^ all , unlefs where the accidental difcovery of n^ip^s 

^nriqhed a few fortunate adventurers, were evils 

iiaiverfally felt- and magnified. Difcouraged .by: 

^ ^e view of thefe, the fp^rit of migration was fo 

much damped, that fixty years after the difcovsery 

of the New World, the number of Spaniards in a^ 

Its provinces is completed nof to have exceed^^ 

fifteen thoufand ". 

Dirconraged The modc in which property was diftributed in 

by the ftate 

orpr.p.ny. ..a,^jjOTEXLTnL. ... 
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tlic Spaniffi <iolortie5,/a.nd t^ i-eguladons eftabli|h- book 
cd with fefped to .tht tranfoiiffion of it, whether yiii*^ 
by defccqt or by falc ^ were extremely unfavprable 
to populatiod. In order to promote a r^pid in- 
creafe of people: in .goy nc\y fcttlcmcnt, property 
in land oi^ght to be divided into fmali ibares, and 
the alienation of it fhould be rendered extremely 
eafy *'• But the rapaciou(a^fs of the Spanifi) coa« 
querors of the New World p^d no regard to this 
fundamental maxim of policy ; and., as they .p9f« 
fcffed power, which enabled tbena to gratify the 
lUmoft extravagance of their wifhes, many feized 
diftri(ft§ of great extent , aftd held them as encpmU . . t 
endast By degrees they obtained the privi]^^ o| 
converting a. part of thefe into Mayorafgos ^, sa ' 

fpecica pf fief , introduced into the Spi^iil^fyftcn^ 
hi feudal jurifpnrdence ** i. which can neither Iff; 
divided nor alienated. Thps a great pprtioii ^qI 
landed property, under this rigid form of- jen?. 
tail, is withheld frooi circulatioii , and defcendi 
from father, to fon nnimproved^v and of little 
value either to the pro^i^iqtor or to |he coinmiin 
nity* In thg account which I have given 9I 
the redudkibn of Peru , various examples occujr o| 
enormous tra^Ss of counixy occopiejd byfome ol 
the conquerors*'. Tbf €Xj5effes in othei prpvipc^^^ 
were fimiljir, for as the valne of the lands whicj^ 
they acquired , was pf igin^ty, eft^mated aG^QrdijH^ 



* ' Dr.. -Smith's^ Inquiry, % \ tS6s , i , ^ 

^* Recop. Hb. iv. tit iii. 1. %4^ 
** Book vi. p. ij». 

Si 



Digitized 



by Google 



26^ HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

B o o K to the number of Indians \rhich lived upon theni, 
^riit America was in general fo thinly peopled , that 
only diftrids of great extent could afford fuch a 
number of laborers as might be employed in th^ 
mines with any profpeA of confidcrable gain. The 
pernicious effeds of thofe radical errors in the dit 
tribution and nature of property in the Spanifh 
fettlements , are felt through every department of 
induftry, and may be confidered as one great caufe 
of a progrefs in population fo much flower than 
that which has taken place in better conftituted 
Colonies**, 
tfidftbeat. To this wc may add, that the fupport of tbe 
ccciefiamao. ^"^^rmous and expenfive fabric of their ecclefiaftic- 
foUcy. al eftablifhment , has been a burden on the SpaniSi 
colonies t which has greatly retarded theprogre& 
of population and induftry. The payment of 
tithes is a heavy ux dfa induftry ; and if the ex- 
adioh of them be not regulated and circutofcribed 
by the wifdom of the civil magiftrate , it becomes 
intolerablcf and i^inous. Bdt, inftead of any re- 
(Iraiat dn the ddims of ecclefiaftics, the incon(i* 
derate zcalof theSpanrlh legiflators admitted them' 
into x\merica in their full extent, and at once im- 
pofcd cm their infant colonies a burden which is ia 
no flight degree oppreffivc to fociety , even in its 
moil improved ftate. As early as the year 1501 ; 
the payment of tithes in the colonies was enjoined^ 
and the mode of it regulated by law. Every ar- 
tide of primary neceffity, towaids which tb^ 

•' Sec NPTE XUX. 
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attention of new fettlcrs muft naturally be turned, is b o o ic 
fubjeded to that grievous exadtion *'. Nor were the VJll.; 
demands of the clergy confined to articles of fiitple 
and eafy culture. Its more artificial and operofe 
produdions , fucbasfugar, indigo, and cochineal, 
were foon declared to be tithablc"; and thus the 
induftry of the planter was taxe<I in every ftage of 
its progrefe , from its rudeft effay to its higbtft im« 
provemcnt. To the weight of this legal impofif 
tion, the bigotry of the American Spaniards ha$ 
made many voluntary additions. From their fond 
delight in the external pomp and/ parade of reli* 
gion , and from fuperftitious reverence for cccWi- 
aftics of every denomination , they have beftowed. 
profufe donatives on churches and monafteries , and. 
have unpro6tably wafted a large proportion of that 
wealth, which might have nouriflied af^t g^iven 
vigor to produdivc labor in growing colonies. 

But fo fertile and inviting are the regions of 
America wliich the Spaniards have occupied , 
tliat, notwithftanding all the circumftances which 
have checked and retarded population , it has gra» 
dually increafed, and filled the colonies 6f Spain 
with citizens of various orders. Among thefe, the 
Spaniards, who arrive from Europe, diftinguifhed 
by the name oi Chapetones ^ are the iirfl: in rank and 
powen From the jealous attention of the Spanifh 
court to fecure the dependence of the colonies on 
the parent ftate ^ all departments of confequence 



derftA>f|MiO 
pie in the 
colonies. 
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Recop. UK L tit xiy. K 2. 



'* Recop. lib. i. tit xir. L 3. and 4. 
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BOOK are filled by perfons fent from Europe ; and , in 
Vin. order to prevent any of dubious fidelity from being 
employed, each muft bring proof of a clear de* 
fcent from a family of Old Chrijtians , untainted with 
any mixture of Jewifh or M^honyetan blood , and 
never difgraced by any cenfure of the inquifition*Mn 
fuch pure hands, power is deemed to^ be fafely 
lodged, and almoft every public function, from 
tbe.viceroyalty downwards, is committed to them 
alone. Every perfon,. who by his birth, or re* 
Edence in America, may be fufpeded of any at- 
teichment or intereft adverfe to the mother-country, 
is the objcA of diftruft to fuch a degree, as amounts 
neatly to an cxclufion from all offices of confidence 
or authority *'. By this confpicuous prediledion 

' of the court, the Cbapetones are railed to fuch 

pre-eminence' in America, that they look down 
with difdain on every other order of men. 

Creoles the The charader and ftate of the Creoles^ or de- 

^"*' fcendants of Europeans fettled in America, the 
fecond clafs of fubjeds in theSpanifii colonies, have 
enabled the Chapetones to acquire other advan- 
tages, hardly lefs confiderable than thofe which 
they derive from the partial favor of government. 
Though fome of the Creolian race are defcended 
from the conquerors of the New World; though 
others can trace up their pedigree to the nobleft 
families in Spain ; though many are poffeffed ot 
ample fortunes, yet, by tl)e enervating influence of 

*• RecopiL lib. ix. tit xxrl 1. 1^5, 1 6, 
•" See NOTE U 
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a fukry climate , by the rigor of a jealous govern- is' k 
ment, and by their defpair of attaining that diftinc- viii* 
tiori to which mankind naturally afpire , the vigor 
of their minds is fo entirely broken , that a gr^at 
part of them wafte life in luxurious indulgences ^ 
mingled with an illiberal fuperftition ftill more de* 
bafing. Languid and unenterprifing , the opera- 
tions of an adlivc extended commerce would be to 
them fo cumbcrfome and oppreffive , that in almoft 
every part of America they decline engaging in it.' 
The interior traffic of every colony, as well as iti 
trade with the neighbouring provinces , and witK 
Spain itfelf , are carried on chiefly by the Chape* 
tones**; who, as the recompence of their induftry, 
amafs immenfe wealth , while the Creoles , funk ini 
flbth, are fatisfied with the revenues of their paternal 
cftatcs. ^ 

' From this ftated competition for power and RUaisiiip 
wealth between thofe two orders of citizens, and **«^p«* 
the various paffibns excited by a rivalflbip fo inte-i 
fefting, their hatred is violent and implacable.^DnE 
every occafion , fymptoms of this averfion IrnSk 
out, and the common apj^eUations which each be- 
ftows an the other, are as contemptuous as thofe 
which flow from the moft deeprrootcd national an- 
tipathy**. The court of Spain, from a refinement 
of diftmftful policy , cherifhes thofe feeds of dif- 
card, and foments this mutual jealoufy, which no6 
enly prevents the two moft powerful claflcs of its 

*' Voy. de-Uftoa, i^ 37*^ «^^- Voy. de Frezicr, iz^^K 
'* Gage's Survey, p. 9. Frezicr, 226. 
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O R 
VIII. 



A mixed 
race formt 
the third 
order of 
citizciit 



fubjcds in the New Wprld from combining againft 
the parent ftate, but pronapts each, with the moft 
vigilant zea] , to obferve the motions and to coun- 
tcrad the fchemcs of the other. . 

The third clafs of inhabitants in tlie Spanifli co- 
lonies is a mixed race, the offspring either of aa 
European and a negro , or of an European ai^d 
Indian, the former called Mulattoes^ the latter 
iMV/?/aoi. As the court of Spain , folicitous to in* 
corporate its new vaffals with its ancient fubjcdts 
early encouraged the Spaniards fettled in America 
to marry the natives of that country , feveral alli- 
ances of this kind were formed in their infant co- 
lonies ". But itias been more owing to licentious 
indulgence , than to compliance with this injuj:iCi. 
^ion of their fovereigns , that this mixed breed has 
tnuitiplied fo greatly, as to conftitute a confiderable 
part of the population in all the JSpaniflb fettle- 
inents. The feveral ftages of dcfcent in this race, 
andi the gradual variations of (hade until the Afri- 
can black , or the copper color of America, 
bl^piten into an European complexion, are accu« 
rately marked by the Spaniards, and each diftin- 
guiOied by a peculiar name.^ Thofe of the firft 
and fecopd generations are confjdercd , and treated 
as mere Indians and Negroes; but in the third 
defccnt , the cbaradcriftic hue of the former difap«t 
pears ; and in the fifth, the deeper tint of the latter 
is fo entirely effaced, that they can no longer h% 



%i 



Recopil. lib. vi. tit i. 1. 2. Hejrrefa, dec. i. lib. v. b. 1 2« 
ITcc. f. lib. vii. c. 2* 
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didinguifbed from Europeans, and become; entitled ii o o X 
to all their privileges '*. It is chiefly by this mixed ViiK 
iface, whofe frame is^ remarkably robuft and hardy, 
that the mechanic ^rts are carried on^in theSpanilh 
(ettleroents, and other adlive fuhdionsin fociety are 
difcharged , >vhich the two higher clalTes of citizens » 
from pride , or from indolence , difdain to exer^ife '*. 

The negroes bold* the fourth rank among the iftjrroei 
inhabitants of the Spanilb colonies. The intro- l^'"*^**^ 
dudlion of that unhappy part of the human fpecies der. 
into America, together with their fervices and fuf- 
fcrings there , fliall be fully explained in another 
place; here they are mentioned chiefly, in order 
to point out a peculiarity in their fituation under 
the Spanifli dominion. In feveral of their fettle- 
uients, particularly in New Spain, negroes arc 
chiefly employed in domeftic fcrvice. They form 
a principal part in the train of luxury, and are 
chcriflied and carefled by their fuperiors , to whofe 
vanity and pleafures they are equ^dly fubfervient. 
Their drefs and appearance are hardly lefs fplendid 
than that of their matters, whofe manners tbeyimi^ 
tate, and whofe paflions they invbibe '^ Elevated by 
this dittindion , they have aflumed fucb a tone of 
fupeviority over the Indians ^ and treat them with 
Inch infolepce and fcorn, that the antipathy be- 
tween the two races has become implacable* 
Even in Peru, where negroes feem to be more 

'* Voy.de UUoa, I p. 27. 

" Voy. de UUoa, i. 29. Voy. dcBcnjgucr, p. 104. Me- 
lender* Theforos Verdadcros, L ^i4* • 

'* Gage, p. $6. Voy. dc Ulioa, i- 451. . 
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B p, R numerous, and arc employed in field-work as welt 
viii> as domeftic ferviee, they maintain their afcendant 
over the Indians, and the mutual hatred of one to 
the other fubfifts with equs^l violence. The laws 
have induftrioufly fomented this averfion, to which 
acpident gave rife ; and , by moft rigorous injunc- 
tions , have endeavoured to prevent every inter- 
courfe th^ might form a bond of union between, 
the two races. Thus , by an artful policy , the 
Spaniards derive flrength from that circumftance 
in population which is the weaknefs of other Eu-^ 
ropean colonies , and have fecured as aOpciates and 
defenders, thofe very perfons ^yho elfewhere are 
objeds of jealoufy and terror '^ 
TheiadUns The Indians form the laft, and the moft de- 
formibeiaa (j-gj ^^^^^ of men in the country, which be- 

tizciis. longed to their anceftors. I have already traced 
the progrefs of the Spanilh ideas with refpeft to 
the condition and treatment of that people, and 
have mentioned the moft important of their more 
early regulations , concerning a matter of fo much 
confequence in the adminiftration of their new do- 
minions. Bui fince the period to which I have 
brought down thehiftory of America, the informa* 
tion'and experience acquired during two centuries, 
have enabled the court of Spain to make fuch im-. 
provements in this part of its American fyft^m , that 
a fhort view of the prefent condition of the Indians 
may prove both curious^ and interefting. 

'^ Recopil. lib. vu. tit V. L 7. Hcnrera, dec. 8. life. vii. 
c. 12. Freziet, 344. 
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' By the famous regulations of Charles V. in 1542, book 
which have been fo often mentioned , the higb viii. 
preterifions oT the conquerors of the New World, Their pre. 
who confidered its inhabitants as flaves, to whofe tion. 
fervice they had acquired a full right of property, 
were finally abrogated. From that period , the 
Indians have been reputed freertien , and entitled 
to the privileges of fubjedls.' When admitted into 
this rank, it was deemed juft, that they fhould 
contribute towards the fupport and improvement 
of the fociety which had adopted them as mem- 
bers. But as no confiderable benefit could be^x- 
peded from the voluntary efforts of men unac- 
qbainted with regular induftry, and averfe to la- 
bor , the court of Spain found it neceffary to fix 
and fecurc, by proper regulations, what it thought 
reafonable to exad from them. With this view, Tax impoM 
an annual tax was impofed upon every male , from o***"** 
*thc age of eighteen to fifty ; and at the fame time, 
the nature as well jis the iextent of the fervices 
whicli they might be required to periForm , \tere 
afcertained with precifion. This tribute varies in 
•different provinces; but if we take that paid in 
New Spain as a medium, its annual amount is 
nearly four (hillings a head ; no exorbitant fum in 
countries where, as at the fource of wealth, the 
value of money is extremely low ". The right of 
levying this tribute likewife varies. In America, 
every Indian is either an immediate yaflal of the 

^' See NOTE Lt. Rccopil. lib, vi, tit v. 1. 4^. Hack, 
luyt, Tol, iil. p. 461, 
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BOOK crown , or depends upon foiiic fubjed to whom the 
VIII. diftrid in which be re fides , has been granted for a 
limited time , under the denominatidn of an cnco^ 
mitnda. In the former cafe , about three-fourths o£ 
the tax is paid into the roy^l treafury ; in the lat^ 
tcr, the fame proportion of it belongs to the holder 
<)f the grant. When Spain firft took ponelfion of 
America , the greater part of it was parcelled out 
among its conquerors, or thofe who firfl fettled 
there, and but a fmall portion refcrved for the 
crown. As thofe grants which were made for two 
Jives only ** , reverted fucceflively to the fovereign, 
be had it in bis power either to diffufe his favors fay 
grants to new proprietors, or to augment his own 
revenue by valuable annexations ^*. Of thefe, the 
latter has been frequently chofen ; the number oC 
Indians now depending immediately on the crown » 
is much greater than in the firft age after the con- 
queft , and this branch of the royal revenue coi^ 
tinues to extend- • 

Th* ffrvietf The benefit arifing from the fervices of the la. 

demanded, jians accrues either to the crown , or to the holder 
of the enconuenda^ according to the fame rule ob^ 
fcrved in the payment of tribute. Thofe fer- 
vices , however , which can now be legally cxa&r 
cd> are very different from the ufks originally im- 
posed upon the Indians. The nature of the work 
which they mud perform is defined, and an equi-« 
table recompence is granted for their labpn The 

** RecopiL lib. vi. tit viii. 1. 48.iSoIorz. delad. Jure; 
Jib. ii. c. i6. ^* See NOIE UL 
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ftatcd fervices* demanded of the Indiana , may t)c B o ic 
divided into two branches. They are either em* VHI* 
ployed in works of primary neceflity , without whicii 
fociety cannot fubfift comfortably, or are com-- 
pelled to labor in the mines, from which the 
SpaniO) colonies derive their chief value and im- 
portance. In confequcnce of the former , they are 
obliged to affift in the culture of maize, and other 
grain of neceffary confumption; in tending cattle; 
in crcfting edifices of public utility ; in building 
bridges j and in forming high roads *' ; but they 
cantK)t be conftrained to labor in raifing vines , 
olives, and fugar-cancs, or any fpecies of culti- 
vation , whicb has for its objeiS the gratificationf 
of luxury , or commercial profit **. la confequencd 
of the latter, the Indians are compelled to under- 
take the more unpleafant talk, of extrading ore 
Irom the bowels of the earth, and of refining it 
by fucceflGve procelTes , ^no lefi unwholefomc than 
operofe *^ 

The mode of exadling both thefe fcrvices is thtf Thewoda 
fame, and is under regulations framed with a view f/"*^"^ 
of renderiiig it as little oppreffivcas pofliible to the 
Indians^ They are called out fucceffively in divi*^ 
fk>ns; termed Mitas^ and no perfon can be com^ 
peUed to go but in his turn. In Peru, thenumf 
ber called out muft not exceed the feventh part <>{ 

*^ Recopil. lib. vL tit. xiii. 1. t9, Solorx. de Ii^l Me, il. 
lib. i. c. 6, 7. 9. 

** RecopiLlib. vi, tit. xiii. 1. g.- SoW. lib. i.^g. 7* 
W 41, ftcx "' S«tN0T5UU. . 
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BOOK the inhabitants in any diftridl^\ In New'Spaip^ 
viiip where the Indians are more numerous, it is fixed 
at four in the hundred *'. During what time the" 
Ubor of thofe Indians, who are emplpyed in agri- 
culture, continues, I have not been able tp learn*** 
But ip Peru , each MUa^ or divifion , deftined for 
the mines } remains there fix months; and while 
engaged in this C^rvice , a laborer never receives^ 
Jefs than two (billings a day , and often earns more 
than double that fum*\ No Indian, refiding at a; 
greater diftance th^n thirty miles from a "mine i 
is included in the Mita, or divifion employed iii 
working it*'; nor are the inhabitants of the low 
country expofed to certain deflriid^ion^ by^com;* 
pelling them to remove from .that warm cli« 
xoate , to the cold ekvated regions where mi&erals 
Inbound *'. J , . ' , ■ , 

Howga. :. The Indians who live in the principal towns ^ 

vtrocd. ^j-g entirely fubjedl tp the Spanilh laws and magif^ 
trates ; but in their own villages, they are go^ 

, - .,( yarned by Caziques, fome qi whom arc the de- 
- : icendants of fhc^ ancient lords , others arc named 
* '^ by the Spaniih viceroys* Thefe regulate tbp petty: 
alTairs of the people under them, according to 
Oft^iins of jufticc, tranfmitted to them by trart 
dHJQP from^th^ir -anceftors.. To the Indians, thist 
jl|ri(didion^ Jofiged in fuch. friepdly. hands^ affordtf 
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Ibme confdlation ; and fp little formidable is this Boon 
4ignity to their new mafters , that they often allow -ViHi. 
it to defcend by hereditary right j**. For the farther 
relief of tncn fo much expofed to oppreffion , the 
Spanifli court has appoiated aii officer in every 
diflridl, .with the title of Ptoteiftor of the Indiana. 
jlt is his fiindion, as the. name implies, ta affert 
the rights of the Indians; to appear as their de- 
fender in the <fQurts-of jufticcj and, by the inter- 
pofition of'his authority, t» fet bounds to th^ 
encroachments and exactions of his ceuntrymen ''. 
A certain portion of the referved fourth of the annual 
tribute, is- dcftincd for the falary of the caziques 
jind protedlors; another is applied to the maiqte^ 
nance of the clergy employed; in the inftrudioit of 
the Indian^ *\ Another pai^t feems to be appro^ 
priated for th^ benefit of the Indians themfelves ^ 
and is applied for the payn^ept of their tribute in 
years of famine, or when a particular diftridl isaS* 
fcded by any extraordinary local calamity ". Be* 
fides this , provifion is made by various laws , that 
hofpitals Ihall be founded in every new fettlement 
for the reception of Indians '*. Such hofpitals have 
iiccordingjy been eredled,, both for the indigent 
aad infirjtn., in Lima, in Cuzco, and in Mexico, 
Where the Indians are treated witb tendemeCs and 
humanity ". , 

** Solorz. de Jurelnd.Iib^i. c. ii6.Rccopil.lib. vr.tit.viu 

#" Solorz. lib. i.e. 27. p. 201. Recpp. lib. vi. tit.vir 

** ReCfp. lib. ti. tit. v. L }o. tit. xVi, I.;ia— ij. 

"* Recopil lib. vi* tit, i?. 1. ij. 

z ** Ibia. Mb, i, .tit. iv. 1. 1, &ft - i'' *^* 
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BOOK Such are the leading principles in the jurifpri^ 
yiUm dencc and policy by which the Indians are novit 
governed in the provinces belonging to Spain. Ih 
thofc regulations of the Spaniih iijonarchs , we diF* 
cover no traces of tbait cruel fyftem of extermina* 
tion, which they have been charged with adopting j 
and if we admit, that the neceffity of feciiringfub^ 
fiftence for their colonies, or the advantages de* 
rived from working the mines; give them a right 
to avail themfclves <rf the labor of the Indians , we 
muft aUow ,• that the attention with which they 
regulate and recorapenfe that labor , is proi^ident and 
(agacious. In no code of laws is greater folicitudi 
difplayed , or precautions multiplied with more pru*^ 
dent concern for the prcfervation , the fecurrty , and , 
the bappinefs of the fubjedl, than we difcover id 
the coilcdion of the Spanifh laws for the Indies; 
But thofe later regulations , like the more early 
•edi<£ts which have beert already mentioned , have 
too often proved ineffedlual remedies againft the 
icvils which'they wereintended to prevent, fn every 
age, if the fame caufe^ continue to operate, the 
feme effeds muft follow. From the immenfe dif- 
tance between the power intrufted withVthe cxecu** 
ttonof laws , and that by whofe authority they are 
enadtd , the vigor even of the nK>ft abfolute go- 

/ vernment muft relax , and the dread of a fiiperior^ 

too remote to qbferve with accuracy^, or to puniih 
with difpatch, muft infenfibly abate, Notwtthftand- 
ing the numerous ixxjuiidioos of the Spauiih' mo« 
narcBs , the Indians ftill fuff^r on many occafions, 
both from the avarice q£ individuals^ and from the 

• -^ cxa^ions 
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"fcxadions of 'the tnagiftrafes -, \vh6 ought to bave » d d n 
proteded them; unrcafonablc talks are irtipofed } .vxi|» 
the term of their labor is prolonged beyond th^ 
period fixed by law , and they groan under all the 
infults and wrongs which are the lot of a depend- 
ent people **. From fome information qn which I 
can depend , fuch oppreflion abounds more in P«ru| 
than in any other colony. But it is not general. Ac- 
cording to the accounts , even of thofe authors who 
are moft difpofed to exaggerate the fufFerings of the 
Indians, they, in feveral provinces, enjoy not only 
cafe, but affluence; they poffefs large farms; they 
are mafters of numerous herds and flocks; and, by 
the knowledge which they haye acquired of Euro- 
pean arts and induftry , arefupplied not only with 
the neceffa^ies, but with many luxuries of life *\ 
After explaining the form of civil government 
in the SpaniQi colonies,. and the (late of the various 
orders of perfons fubjed to it , the peculiai^ities in 
their ecclefiaftical conftitution merit confideration. 
Notwithflanding the fuperftitious veneration with 
;vrhich the Spaniards are devoted, to the Holy Sec, 
.the vigilant and jealous policy of Ferdinand early 
.prompted him to take precautions againft the intro- 
dudion of the papal dominion into America. With 
this view, he folicited Alexander VI. for jf grant to Reftrtfatt m 
the crown of the tithes in all the newly-difcovered ^Jjj^'^^on. 
countries '*, which he obtained on condition oihi^ 
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16 6k waking provifion for the religious inftnidion of 
^Hi. the natives. Soon after Julius II. conferred on him^ 
^nd bis fuGceffors , the right of patronage , and 
nbfolute difpofal of all ecclefiaftical beneficed there '^ 
Both thefe pontiffs, unacquainted with the value 
bf Avhat be demanded , beftowed thofe donations 
^ith an inconfiderate liberality, which their fuccef* 
' fors have often lamented, and wi(&ed to recal. In 
tonfequence of chofe grants, the Spanifii monarchs 
ii^ve became in effed the heads of the American 
ichurch. In them thp adminiftration of its revenues 
Ys veiled. Their nomination of perfons to fupply 
Vacam benefices is indantly confirmed by the pope. 
Thus, in all Spanifh America, authority of every 
ipecies Centres in the Crown. There no coUifion 
is km>wn between fpiritual and temporal jurifdic* 
%ion. Tbe king is the only fuperior, his name 
alonfe is heard of, and no dependence upon any 
foreign power has been introduced. Papal bulls 
•eannot be admitted into America, nor are they of 
^ny force there, until they have been previoufly 
<^^amined, and approved of by the royal council 
irf the Indies ** ; and if any bull fhould be furrep* 
titioufly introduced , and circulated in America 
^vithout obtaining that approbation, ecclefiaftics 
^re requfred not only to prevent it from taking 
«ffc<a , but to feize all the copies of it , and 
tranftnit them to the council of the Indies *\ To 

** Bulla Julii, ii. Mo8, ap. SoIorz.de Jure Ind.li. 509. 

^* Recopil. lib. i. dt Lx. L 2. and Autos delConfejo 

de las Indias, clxL ^' Recop. lib. i. tit. yii. 1. sf . 
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ibis limitation of the papal jurifdidion , equally BOOK 
fmgular, whether we confider the age and nation, ym, 
in which it was devited, or the jealou3 attention 
with which Ferdinand, and his fucceflbrs, have 
ftudied to maintain it in full force '* , Spain i^ 
indebted, in a great meafure, for the uniform 
tranquillity which has reigned in her Americaa 
dominions. 

The hierarchy is cdabliflied in America in the Form and 
fame form as in Spain , with its full train of «n<*»*^»"«a*« 
archbiihops, bilhops, deans, and other dignitaries, jntbespl" 
The inferior clergy are divided into three claffes, iii*h«»i«M»iH- 
under the denomination of CuraSy DoSrimroi ^ and 
MiJJiotwos. The firft are pariih-priefls in thofe parts 
of the country where the Spaniards have fettled 
The fecood have the charge of fuch diftri<as as 
are inhabited^ by Indians fubjeded to the Spanijfh 
government, and living under its protedion. Tho 
third are employed in inftruding and converting 
thofe fiercer tribes, which difdain fubmiflGon to the 
Spanifli yoke, and live in remote or inacceflible 
regions, to which the Spanifli arms have not 
penetrated. So numerx)us are the ecclefiaftics of all 
thofe various orders, and fuch the pro&ife liberality 
with which many of th?m are endowed, that the 
revenues of the church in America are immenfe. 
The Romifh fuperftition appears with its utmoft 
pomp in the New World. Churches and convents 
there are magnificent, and richly adorned; and oa 
high feftivals, the difplay of ^oldand filvcr, an4 

'* Recop. lib. u tit. vii* 1. 55. pafliin. 
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B o o It precious ftones , is fuch as exceeds the coticeptioii 
vni. of an European *'. An eccleriaftical eftablifliment 
fo fplendid and expenfive, is unfavorable, as has 
been formerfy obferved , to the progrefs of rifmg 
colonies; but in countries where riches abound, 
and the people are fo delighted with parade, 
that religion muft aflume it, in order to attradl 
their veneration, this propenfity to oftentatioil 
has been indulged, and becomes lefe pernicious. 
Pernidout Thc early inftitudon of monafteries in the 
^naftic in. Spanifli colonies , and the inconfiderate zeal in 
SituUons. multiplying them , have been attended with confe« 
quences more fatal. In every new fettlement, the 
♦ fifft objed is to encourage population , and to 

incite every citizen to contribute towards augment^^ 
ing the number and ftrength of the community. 
During thc youth and vigor of fociety , while 
there is roona to fpread, and fuftenance is procured 
with facility , mankind increafe with amazing 
rapidity. But the Spaniards had hardly taken 
poffeflion of America, when, with a moft prepof- 
terous policy, they began to ered; convents, where 
perfons of both fexes were Ihut up , under a vow 
to defeat the purpofe of nature , and to counteraft 
the firft of her laws. Influenced by a mifguided 
piety, which afcribcs tranfcendcnt merit to a ftate 
of celibacy, or allured by the profpedl of that 
Kftlefs eafe, which, in fultry climates, is deemed 
fupreme felicity, numbers crowd into thofe man- 
fions of floth and fuperftition , and are loft to 

•; Vov. de UUoa, i. 4J0. 
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fociety. .As. none hat perfons of Spanifli extrad B o o K^; 

arc admitted into the monafteries of the New Vill. 

World , the evil is more fenfibly felt , and every 

nionk or nun may be conQdered a$ an adive 

perfon withdrawn from civil life. The impropriety 

pf fuch foundations in any fituation where the 

extent of territory requires additional hands to 

improve it, is fo obvious, that fome catholic 

ftates have exprefsly prohibited any perfon in their - 

colonies from taking the monadic vows"*. Even 

the Spanifli monarchs , on fome occafions , leens 

to have been alarmed with the fpreading of a 

fpirit fo adverfe to the increafc and profperity ol 

their colonies , that they have endeavoured to 

check it**. But the Spaniards in America, more 

thoroughly under the influence of fuperftition 

than their countrymen in Europe, and direded 

by ecclefiaftics more bigotted and illiterate , have 

conceived fuch a high opinion pf monaftic fenc^ 

tity, that no regulations can reftrain their zeal, 

and, by the excels of their ill-judged bounty, 

religious houfes have multiplied to a degree no 

Icfs amazing than pernicious to fociety **. 

In viewing the ftatc pf colonies, where not charaftcrof 
only the number but influence of ecclefiaftics is *"g*^^?|^^^ 
fo great, the charader of this powerful body is Amencaj 
an objed that merits particular attention. A 
confiderable part of the fecular clergy in Mexico 

Voy. de Ulloa, ii. 124, 
*' Herrera, dec. v. lib. ix. c. f , 2. Recop. lib.. I. tit iii. 
1.1 ,2. tit. iv. c. ii. Solorz. lib* iii. c. 2 J. 
" See NOTE LYU. 
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]{ o o It ^nd Fens are natives of Spain. As perlbn$ long 
vui# accuftomed^ by their education, to the retireoient 
and indolence of academic life^ ate more incapable 
of adlive entcrprifei and lefs difpofed to ftrike 
into new paths, than any order df ni^n, the 
ecdefiaftical adventurers by whom the American 
church is recruited , are commonly fuch as , from 
tnttii or rank in life, have little profped of fucceis 

e^tiieacv in their own country. Accordingly, the fecuiar 

•^* pricfts in the New World arc ftill lefs diftinguifhed 

than their brethren id Spain , for literary accom- 
pliOiments of any fpecies ; and though , by the 
imple provifion which has been made for thd 
American church, many of its members enjoy tbei 
cafe and independence which are favorable to the 
cultivation of fcience , the body of fecular clergy 
, has hardly , during two centuries and a half, 
produced one author whofe works convey fuch 
ufeful information, or poflefs fuch a degree oF 
inerit , as to be ranked among thofe which attradl 
*r ttie rt gn* the attention of enlightened nations. But the greateft 

.**"• part of the eccleHadics in the Spanilh fettlements 

are regulars^ On the difcovery of America, a new 
iield opened to ^he pious zeal of the monaftic 
orders ; and ^ with a becoming alacrity , th^y 
immediately fent forth miflionaries to labor in 
it The firft attempt to indrudl and convert the 
Americans , wa5^ made by monks ; and , as foon 
as the conqueft of any province was completed, 
audits ecclefiaflical eftablifhment began to aflume 
Ibme form, the popes permitted the miffionaries 
of the four mendicant orders, as a reward for their 
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fierviGCS, to accept 6f parochial charges ift Ameticft, it • o E 
to perform all fpiritual fundions, and to receive TUf; 
the tithes , and other emoluments of the benefice, 
without depending on the jurifdidtion of the bifliop * "' ! 
of the diocefe, or being fiibjed to his cenfures. . j 

In confequence of this, a new .career of ufefulnefs, 
as well as new objeds of ambition prefented 
thefnfelves. Whenever a call is made for a frcth 
fupply of miffionaries , m^n of the mod: ^ai»den4} 
and afpiring minds, impatient under the relbrainti 
of a cloifter, weary of its infipiJ uniformity, an4 
fatigued with the irkfome repetition of ksfirivotoud 
lundions, o£fer their fervice with eagernefe, apd 
repair to the New World in queft of liberty a'nd 
diftindion. Nor do they purfue difkindipn without 
luQC^fs. The higheft ecclefiaftical honors , as well 
as the moft lucrative preferment^ in Mexi^o^ and 
Peru, are often in the hands of regulars ; and it is 
chiefly to the monaftic orders thai the American^ 
are indebted for any portion of fcience which is 
cultivated among them. They are almofi the onljr 
Spanifii ecclefiaftics, frofn whom we havi^ received • 

any accounts, either of th^ civil or natm-al biftory 
of the various provinces in America. Some of 
them , though deeply tinged with the indelible 
fuperftition of their profeflion , have pubiiQied 
books which give a favorable idea of their abili^ 
ties. The natural and moral hiftory of the New 
World , by the Jefuit Acofta , contains more 
accurate obfervations , perhaps , and more found 
fcience, than are to be found in any defcription , 

T4--.:- 
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B Q o K pf ;reiA6te.:counUcie^ publifiicd In the fixteemh 

Diflbiute , Bm the fame diXguft yrith monaftip life, ta 
To^tl?^^ which! America is indebted fpr fonqie inftru^rs of 
tiieiii. worth and abilities, filled it with others of a very, 
(liflferent .cbarader. . vThe giddy, the profligate^ 
the avaricious , to .whom the poverty and rigid 
difciplifiie^ of .4 convept ^rje intolerable,. copfider a 
miS^fSH^ tp Amtri^a a^ a. releafe from mortification 
• and Jt)ondige, There they fopa.; obtain fome 
pa^yqbial charge , {ii^d ;, fei; < removed -, by their 
fitu^tion, frt^m. the Jpfpedtion of their monafUc 
iiiperiors:, and exeiopt ,^ by their character , from 
the. ju(iCdi<^on of- tihieir .diocelan *' , they are 
hardly fubje(% to any control. According to the 
telUmopy of jtiie moll jse^lous catholics, many of 
the regular clergy ia the Spiinifli fettlemenis are 
not only deftitutc'of tbe Virtues becoming their 
prpfeflioo, but regardlefs of ;that external decojrum 
and refpe^. for^the opinion of mankind, which 
preferyci ilfeigoblance of ^worth, where the reality, 
is ,wan$iing^. Secure of iqapunity, fome regulars, in 
Contei?lpl: ^f their vow of.ppverty, engage openly 
in eomisderce; 9nd are fo rapacioufly eager in 
»n?afling wealth, that they become the, mpft 
grievous oppreflbrs of the Indians, whom it was 
their duty to have proteded. Others, with no 
lefs flagrant violation of their vow of chaftity , 
indulge with little difguife in the moft diflbluce 
licentioufnefs "• 



*' Avfndano, Thcf. Indie. iL 251, 
f See NOTE LYUL 
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, Various fchemcs have been propofed for redref- bo o k^ 
fing enormities fo manifefl; and fo ofFenfive. Several vm., 
p^rfons, no lefs enain^tfor piety than difcernment, 
have contended, that the regulars, in confornaity 
to the canons of the church, ought to be confined 
within the walls of their cloifters, and fiiould nO; 
longer be permitted to encroach on the fundioits. 
of the fecular clergy. Some publiq-fpirited magif-- 
trates , from conviAion of its being neceffary to 
deprive the regulars of a privilege bcftowed at 
firft with good intention, but of which time and 
experience had difcovered the pernicious effedls, 
openly countenanced the fcfcular clergy in tlieir 
attempts to aflert their own rights. The prince i«if. 
D'Efquilache, viceroy of Peru under Philip IIL: 
took meafures^ fo decilive and effedual for circum- 
fcribing the regulars withip their proper fphere, as 
ftriicJc them with general confbernation**. They had 
recourfe to their ufual arts. They alarmed theXiiper- 
fliti(>us, by reprefenting the proceedings of the vice- 
roy as innovations fatal to religion. They employed 
all the refinements of intrigue, in order to gain perfons 
in power ; and feconded by. the powerful influence 
of theJefuits, who claimed and enjoyed all the pri- 
vileges which belonged to the Mendicant orders in . 
America, they made a deep impreflion on a bigotted 
prince, and a weak miniflry. The ancient practice 
was tolerated. The abufes which it occalioned con- 
tinued to increafe, and the corruption of monks, 
exempt from the reftraints of difcipline, and the 

•• Sec NOTE UX. . ^ 
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BOOK infpedion of any fuperior , became a difgrace to 
VIII. religion. At laft, as the veneration of die Spaniards 
for the monadic orders began to abate, and the 
power of the Jefuits was on the decline, Ferdi- 
joBcst. nand VI. ventured to apply the only effectual 
*'^^* remedy by iffuing an edidl, prohibiting Regulars 
of every denomination from taking the charge of 
any pariQi with the cure of fouls ; and declaring, 
that on the demife of the prefent incumbents, none 
but fecular priefts, fubjedl to the jurifdidlion of 
their diocefens, fhall be prefented to vac^t bene- 
fices '*. If this regulation is carried into execution 
with fteadinefs in any degree proportional to the 
wifdom with which it is framed, a very confiderable 
reformation hiay take place in the ecclefiaftical ftate 
of Spanifh America , and the fecular clergy may 
gradually become a refpedable body of men. The 
deportment of many ecclefiaftics, even at prefent, 
feems to be decent and exemplary, otherwife we 
can hardly fuppofe that they would be held in 
fuch high eftimation , and poffefs fuch a wonderful 
afcendant over the minds of their countrymen 
throughout all the SpaniQi fettlements. 
Small pro- But whatever merit the Spanifli ecclefiaftics in 
J"[j„*g jh "' A^^ica may poffefs, the fuccefs, of their endea- 
indiantto vours in communicating the knowledge of true 
Chriftianiiy religion to the Indians, has been more imperfeft 
than might have been expeded, eithier from the 
degree of their zeal, or from the dominion which 
diey had acquired over that people. For this. 
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various reafons may be afligncfd. The firft laiffioxw b o o C 

aries, in their ardor to make profelytes, admitted viii* 

the people of America into the cjiriftian churchy 

without previous inftrudion in the dodriqes of 

religion , and even before they themfelves had 

acquired fuch knowledge of the Indian language, 

as to be able to explain to the natives the myfte-« 

ries of faith, or the precepts of duty. Rcfting 

upon a fubtile diftindion in fcholaftic theology, 

between th^t degree of aflent which is founded 

on a complete knowledge and convidion of duty, 

and that which may be yielded when both thefc 

are imperfed, they adopted thisftrangc pradice, 

no lefs inconfiftent with the fpirit of a religion 

which addrefles itfelf to the underftanding of men, 

than repugnant to the didates of reafon. As foon 

as any body, of people, overawed by dread of the 

Spanifli power, moved by the exantple of their 

own chiefs, incited by levity, or yielding from 

mere ignorance, expreflcd the flightefl: d^fire of 

embracing the religion of their conquerors , they 

"^ere inflantly baptized. While this rage of conver- 

fion continued, a fingle clergyman baptized in one 

day above five thoufand Mexicans ,* and did not 

defift until h& was fo exhaufted by fatigue, that 

he was unable to lift his j^ands ''. In the courfe 

of a few years, after the redudion of the Mexicau 

empire, the facrament of baptifm was adminiftered 

to more than four millions '*. Profclytes adopted 

/' P Torribio, MS. Torquem.MunA Ind. lib. xvi, c. d. 
** P. Tonribio. M$. Torquem. lib. xyL c. t. 
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BOOK "With fach inconfid^rate hafte , and who were- 
vni. ileither inftrudcd in the nature erf the tenets to 
vrhich it was fuppofed they had given aflent, nor 
taught the abfurdity of thofe which they were 
required to relinquifh , retained their veneration 
for their ancient fuperftitions in full force,- or 
mingled an attachment to its dodlrines and rites 
with that flender knowledge of Chriftianity which 
they had acquired. Thefe fentiments the new 
converts tranfmitted to their poftcrity, into whofc 
minds/they have funk fo deep, that the Spauilh 
ecclefiaftics, with all their induftry, have not been 
able to eradicate them. The religious inftitutions 
of their anceftors are ftill remembered, and held 
in honor by many of the Indians, both in 
Mexico and Peru; and vAenever they think them* 
felves out of reach of infpedion by the Spaniards, 
they afTemble and celebrate their idolatrous rites ". 
But this is npt the moft unfurmouauble obftacle 
to the progreis of Chriftianity among the Indians. 
The powers of their uncultivated underftandings 
are fo limited , their obfervations and refledtions 
reach fo little beyond the mere objeds of fenfe, 
that they feem hardly to have the capacity of 
forming abftrad ideas, and poQefs not language ta 
expre(s them. To fuch men , the fublime and 
fpiritual dodlrines of Chriftianity muft be,* in a 
great meafure, incomprehenfible. The numerous 
and fplendid ceremonies of the popiih worfhip 

'* Voy. de Ulloa, i J4i. TorqtJem* Ub. xv. c. Z}. lib. 
xvi. c. 28. Gage, 171. 
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Catch the eye, pleafe and intereft them ; but when b o o e 
their inftrudors attempt to explain the articles of vm. 
faith, with which thofe external obfervan«es are 
xonnedled ^ though the Indians may liften with 
patience, they fo little conceive the meaning of 
what they hear, that their acquiefcence does not 
merit the name of belief. Their - indifference is 
ftill greater than their incapacity. Attentive only 
to the prefent moment \, and ingrofied by the 
objeds before them , the Indians fo feldom refled 
upon what is paft , or take thought for what is 
to come, that neither the promife^, nor threats 
of religion , make much impreffion upon them ; 
and while their forefight rarely extends fo far aS; 
the next day, it is almofl impoflible to infpire 
them with folicitude about the concerns of a 
future world. Aftoniftied equally at their flowriefs 
of comprehenfion , and at their infcnfibility, fome - ' 

of the early miflionaries pronounced them a race 
of men fo brutifh, as to be incapable of underdand* 
ing the firft principles of religion. A council held 
at Lima decreed , that , on account of this inca- 
pacity, they ought to be excluded from the ^ 
facrament of the Eucharift '*. Though Paul III. 
by his famous bull, iffued in the year 1537, 
declared them to be rational creatures , entitled 
to all the privileges of Chriftians '*; yet, afteir 
the lapfe of two centuries, during whidh they 
have been members of the church , fo imperfedl 

^* Torqucm. lib, xvi, c. 20. 

^* Torquem. lib, xn. c. 25. Garcia, origeit jii. 
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p O 4> ^ are their attainments in knowledge , that verf 
viiJ. few poffefs fuch a portion of fpiritual difcernment^ 
as to ,be deemed worthy of being admitted to the 
holy communion '^. From this idea of their incapa- 
city and impcrfed knowledge of religion , when 
the zeal of Philip IL efiablilhed the inquifition in 
America in the year 1570 , the Indians were 
exempted fit>m the jurifdidtion of that fevere tribu- 
nal '' , and ftill continue under the infpedion of 
their diocefans. Even after the moft perfe& inftruc- 
tioa, their faith is held to be feeble and dubious; 
and though fome of them have been taught the 
learned languages, and have gone through the ordi* 
jiary courfe of academic education with applaufe^ 
their frailty is ftill fo much fufpeded, that no 
Indian is either ordained a prieft, or received into 
' ^y religious order**. 
Predoaiotit •From this brief furvey, fome idea may be formed 
of the Spa- ^f the interior ftate of the Spanifh ccJonies. The 
various produdions with which they fupply and 
enrich the mother-country, and the fyftem of com^ 
mercial intero^uiie bjctween them, come next in 
order to be explained. If the dominions of Spain 
in the New World had been of fuch moderate 
extent , as bore a due proportion x6 the parent 
ilat« , the prpgrefs of her colonizing / might have 
l>een attended with the fame benefit as that of 
other nations. But when^ in le{s than half a century^ 

^* Voy. de, Ulloa, i. U?- 

'' Rccop. lib. vi. tit i. K js* 
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Iter ihconfid^ate rafpatity had feized on countries fi 6 K 
larger than all Europe/ her inability to fill fuch vxiL 
vaft regions with a number of inhabitants fufficieht 
for the cultivation of them, was fo obvious, as 
to give a wrong ditedion to all the eflForts of the 
colonics. Th^y did not form compad fettlements, 
where induftry, circumfcribed within proper limits, 
both in its views and operations, is conduded 
with that fober perfevering fpirit, which gradually 
converts whatever is in its poflFeffion to a proper 
^fe, and derives thence the greateft advantage* 
Inftead of this, the Spaniards, feduced by the 
boundlefs profped which opened to them, divided 
their poffeffions in America into governments o£ 
great extent As their number Was too fmaH to 
attempt the regular culture of the immenfe provin- 
ces, which they occupied rather than peopled, they 
bent their attention to a few objedls, that allured 
diem with hopes of fudden and exorbitant gain, 
and turned away with contempt from the humbler 
paths of induftry, which lead more flowly, but 
with greater certainty, to wealth and increafe of 
national ftrength. 

Of all the methods by which richer may be From their 
acquired, that of fearching for the precious metals "^"«»- 
is one of the moft inviting to men, who are either 
uhaccuftomed to the regular afliduity with which 
the culture of the earth and the operations of 
commerce muft be carried on, or who are fo enter- 
prifing and rapacious as not to be fatisfied with 
the gradual returns of profit which they yield. 
Accordingly , as foon as the Several countries in 
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U o o K America were fubjeli^ed to the dominion of Spaii^ 
vni. this was almoft the only method of acquiring 
wealth which occurred to the adventurers, by 
.whom they were conquered. Such provinces of 
the continent as did not allure them to fettle, by 
the profped of their aflforSing gold and filver, 'Vl^erc 
* totally negledcd. Thofe in which they' met with 
a difappointment of the fanguine expedations they 
had formed, were abandoned. Even the Value oi 
' the iflands, the firft-fruits of their difcoveries, and 
the firft objeA of their attention, funk fo much 
in their eftimation, when the mines which had 
been opened in them were . exhaufted , that they 
were dcfcrted by many of the planters , and left 
to be occupied by more induftrious poffeffors. All 
crowded to Mexico and Peru , where the quanti- 
ties of gold and filver fourtd among the- natives, 
who fearched for them with little induftry and lefs 
fkill, promifed an une;xhau{led ftore, as thc/recom- 
• pence of more intelligent and perfevering efforts. 
DifcoYerrof During feveral years, the ardor of their rc- 
JJ^^il^Jgll^ fcarches was kept up by hope , rather than fucceis. 
cttecas. At length, the rich filver mines ofPotofi, in Peru, 
were accidentally difcovfered in the year 1545'*, 
by an Indian , as he was clambering up the moun- 
tain , in purfuit of a Llama which had ftrayed from 
bis flock. Soon after the mines of Sacotecas, in 
New Spain, little inferior to. the other in value, 
were opened. From that time, fucceffive difco- 
veries have been made in both.colonies, and filver 

!*• Fernandez, p. i. lib.' xi. 'c. 11. 
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mints are now fo numerous , tb^t the ^^Am^ of ff <f* (» H 
them, anS offomefew mine$ of gold in uhe pro- vm. 
vinces of Tierw Firmi, and the new kingdom of 
Granada, has become the capital occupation^' ef tho 
Spaniards, and is reduced into a fyftem tib lefs ^ ^ 
coi^plicated than interefting;' To defcribe the n^ 
ture of the various ores, the mode of extradin^ 
them from the bowels of the earth , and to explain 
the feveral proceffcs by which the metals are fepa^^ 
rated from the fubftances with which they are 
mingled, cither by the adion of fire, or rfie at-^ 
tradlive powers of mercury, is the province of the 
natural philofopher or chymid, rather than' of the 
hiftorian. * 

The exuberant profufibn with which tHemoun- Rfchn 
tains of the New World poured forth their trtafures Jjj ^'f 
siftonilbed mankiiid , who h^d been accuflomed hi- 
therto to receive a penurious fuppty of the preci<^«s' 
metals, from the more fcanty ftores consained^in the 
mines of .the ancient hemifphei;e. Acconling to 
principles of computation , which appcikr to be 
extremely moderate , the quantify of gold ^pd^fitver 
liiat has been regularly entered in the' ports^ of 
Spain, is equal in value tOf four milKofls fterling^ 
annually, reckoning from ^he year 149a , in* which' 
America was difcovered ^ to. the prcfent ' time: 
This, in two hundred and eighty-thre^ years,. 
amounts to eleven hundred and thirty-two millions.' 
Immenfe as this fum is , the Spanifh writers contepd / 
that as much more ought to be added to it, in con- 
fideration of treafure which ha^ hQen extjradqd "from 
ihe mines, and imported liaudulently iat6 Spain ^ 
V0L.IIL V 



Digitized 



by Google 



giircf rif«. 



390 HISTORY OJPAMERICAi 

M^ Oil !*itfco!ftips^ying duty to the king. By Ais account^ 
Vm.' Spain has drawn from the New World a fupply o{ 
wealth y^aniounting at leaft to two thouland miUioDS 
of pounds; ftcrling**. 
Spiricto . The mines, which have yielded this amazing 
which this quantity of treafure, arc not worked at. the expenle 
of the crown , or of the public. In order to encou- 
rage private adventurers, the perfon who difcovei3» 
and works a new vein , is entitled to the property of it. 
Upon laying his claim to fuch a difcovery before the 
governor of the province , a certain extent of land is 
meafured off^ and a cer^in number of Indians allots 
ted him ; under the obli^tion of his opening the mine 
"within a limited time, and of his paying the cuf- 
tomafyjdlity to theking^^ for what itfhall produce. 
Invited by the facility with which fuch grants arc^ 
obtained , and encomraged . by fome firiking ex*, 
amples of fuccefs in this line of adventure ; not 
only the fanguine and the bold, but the timid and 
difiidenti enter upon it witii iaftQtiifiiing . ardor. 
With vaft obje^. always in view, fed continually 
with hope , and e^pcding every moment that for-^ 
tune will unveil her fecret (lores, and give up the 
'^ealtb which they contwi to their wiifaes , they deem 
every othjsr ocoupatioft infipid and uninterefting., 
Tfee charnis of this purfqit^ like the rage for deep 
play, »rQfo bewitching', and take fuch full poffeflion 
of the mind v as ejven to give a new bent to the natural 
t^hiper» Under its.iii^^uence,. the cautious become 

•s *• Ofta»te,Theor. y Praft. de Commercioi c. ). Herrtra,; 
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enterprifiiag, arid^tii^ cbvetous profufe. Pbwerffil b d o ifc: 

as this charm naturaJJy-is, its fofce is ^augnacntedby vill. 

the arts o£an order of merif ki?6^n in Peru by the 

cant name ol fmrchers. Tbefe are commonly {^ei^* 

fons of defperate fortunes , who, aVailtng^^ Vfe^fcfi* 

felves of fomc iflcill in minfraldgy, accompanied 

with. the infinuatin^ «namierv'^nrd cottfid^rit' ^^fje-i 

tenfiona.pecttliaT to proj^ftoAiis , addrefs the weiiithj)* 

9ind* the 'Credulous. By 'plaufible . defcriptioftsl of 

the appearance which they have difcovertd of ricti 

yeins hitherto Janexplored; By producing, wh^nre^ 

quifite, fpecimcn^. of promifing ore; by affirming. 

With an im-pofing affurance , that fuccefs is <jertain, 

and that the expenfemuft be. trifling, they feldom 

fail to perfuade. An aifociation is formed; a fmall 

fum is advanced by each copartner; the mine^ li 

opened; iht , ftarcher m intruftcd with the io\6 

diredion of every operation; -.unforefeen difficulties^ 

occur; new demands of moniey are made ;^ but, 

amidA a fucceffion of difappointments and delays ^ 

hope is never extinguiflied , and the ardor of e3^- 

pe^ation hardly abates. - For it is obferved, that 

if any perfon once enter this feducing path, it is 

almoft impoffible to retutn; his ideas alter, h/i 

ii^ms to be :poffefled with another fpirit , vifioris 

f)t£ imaginary wealth are continually before ^ his 

<^y!es; and he thinks, and fpeaks,.and dreams of 

Aptbing elfe ". . i , - j 

.. SuQh is-the ipirit that muft be formed , wherever Fatal effeat 

the J aAivr '^Xer^ipns of any focicty are chiefly «fifc 



•* Ulloa, Emtretcti. p.;8a). 
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i^a a 1^ cjs^pl^i^^ in working minics of go(d and filvcr. N# 
yiJih^ ipiiit is oAore advcrfe to^fucb improvement in agri« 
cillti^FC md Q0mmef(^» as render a nation really 
opuleoL If the (yftem of adminiftration in the 
Spaoiifli colonies had been founded upon principles 
^.fcM^ policy, the power and ingenuity of the 
Ugiflature would faaye been exerted with as much 
urdoC) in reftraining its fubjcdb fromiuph pernio 
<^m Jbd^ftry , as is now employed hi alluring 
tb^9t towards it. *' Prqjedls of mining " ( fays a 
good judge of the political condud of nations K 
*' iniVead of replacing the capital employed in 
t* them^ together with the ordinary profit of (lock » 

V coounonly abfbrb hath capital and profit. They 
^* ajse tl^e projeds , therefore , to which , of all 
^: others^ a> prudent lawgiver, who defired to^ in- 

V Gre»(e the capital of his nation , would leaft 
!* chufe to give any extraordinary encouragement ^ 
^ ua to turn towards them a great^er ibare of that 
f capital dian would go to them of its own ac« 
•^ cord. Such, in reality, is the abfurd confidence 
^ whidi all men have in their own gOod fortune^ 
*^ that wherever there is the leaft probability of 
^* fuceeb, too great a fbafe of it is apt to go to 
^' them of its own accord".'* But i|i theSpanifli 
£clonve$9 government is ftudious tocherifh a fpirit 
uriiicb it fboukl have labored to deprefs, and , by 
the fandion of its approbation , augments that in« 
cvnfidenite credulity*, which has turned the adive _ 
jpdtiftry ol Mexico and Peru inta fuchan improptf 
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cbantiel; To this may be imputed tht fleoder b o o it? 
progfefs %vhicb SpaniQi America has made during vni/ 
two centuries and a half, either in ufeful manu* 
fa(!lures, or in thofe lucrative branches of cultiva* 
tion , which f urnilh the eolonies of other nations 
with their ftaple commodities. In comparifeit 
with the precious metals , every bounty of nature 
is fo much defpifed, that this extravagant idea of 
their value lias mingled with the idiom of lan« 
guage in America, and the Spaniards fettled ther^ 
denominate a country i^ ricA, not from the fertiiity 
of its foil, the abundance of its crops , or the exu* 
berance of its paftures , but on account of the 
minerals which its mountains contain. In queft of 
thefe , they abandon the delightful plains of Peru 
' and Mexico , and refort to barren and uncomfort* 
able regions , where they have built fbme of th^ 
largeft towns which they poflefs in the New Worlds 
As the adivity and enterprife of the Spaniards orir 
gin^lly took this diredion , it is now fo difficult to \ 

bend them a different way , that although , from 
various caufes, the gain of working mines is mucb 
decreafed ; the fafcination continues , and ahsnoft 
every perfon , who takes any adive part in the 
commerce of New Spain or Peru ^ is ftUl engaged 
in fome adventure of this kind **• 

But though mines are the chief objeft of the otiitr««ti« 
Spaniards , and the precious metals which thefe yield, JJ'^g^'^'j^jf 
form the principal article in their commerce with toiwut 
America ; the fertile countries which they pofleb 

•• See NOTE LXIL 
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BOOK there ,^ abound witb other commodities of ftich' 
vnu value or Scarcity , as to attrad a confiderable de- 
gree of attention. Cbchineal is a produdion al- 
ifioft peculiar to New Spain , of fuch demand in 
comnaerce, that the fale is always certain, and it 
jaelds fuch profit , as amply rewards the labor 
and care employed in rearing the curious infedls of 
which this valuable drug is coropofed, arid pre- 
paring it for the market. Quinquina , or Jefuits 
Barky the moft falutary fimple , perhaps, and of 
inoft reftorative virtue , that Providence , in com- 
paffion for human infirmity , has m^de known unto 
man, is found only in Peru, to which it affords a 
lucrative branch of commerce. The Indigo of 
(juatimala is fuperior in quality to that of any pro- 
vince in America , and cultivated to a confiderable 
extent Cacao , though not peculiar to the Spa- 
nifh colonies, attains to its higheft ftate of perfec; 
tioH there , and from the great confumption of 
chocolate in Europe, as well as in America, is a 
valuable commodity. The Tobacco of Cuba , of 
mo^e exquifite flavor than any brought .from the 
New /World; the fugar raifed in that ifland, in' 
Hifpaniola, arid in New Spain , together with 
drug^ 6i various kinds, may be mentioned amon^ 
the natural productions of America, which enrich 
theSpanifli commerce. To thefe muft be added, 
an article of no in(X)nfiderable account , the ex- 
portation of hides; for which , as well as for many 
of thof6 which I have enumerated', the Spaniards 
are more indebted to the wonderful fertility of the 
country than to their own forefight arid induftry. 
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'nrhte domcftic animals of Europe , particularly b t^.K 
^llorned cattle, have multiplied in the New World Vlii. 
"with a rapidity which almoft exceeds belief. ' A 
few years after the Spaniards fettled there , tht 
herds of tame cattle became fo nujuerous, that * * 
their proprietors reckoned thena by thoufands **. [ 

\9is attention being paid to them, as they con- ^. f 

fitinued toincreafe, they were fuffered to run wild^ 
^and fpreading over a country of boundlefs extent, 
under a mild climate , , and covered with rich pat 
^ure, their number became immenfe. They range 
over the vaft plains which extend from Buenos 
Ayres ^ towards the Andes , in herds of thirty or 
^forty thoufand; and the unlucky traveller who 
once falls in among them , may proceed feveral 
<lays before he can difentangle himfelf from among 
the crowd that covers the face of the earth , and 
ieems to have no* end. They are hardly lefs nu- 
merous in New Spain , and in feveral other, prou 
vinces : they are killed merely for the fake of their 
hides ; and the flaughter at certain feafons is to 
great, that the (lench of the carcafes, which are 
•left in tire field , would infedl the air , if large; 
"packs of wild dogs, find vaft flocks of gallinu2os\ 
or Americaff vultures , the moft voracious of aft 
the feathered kind, did not inftan'tly devour them. 
The number of thofe hides exported in every fleet 
to Europe is very great, and is a lucrative' branch 
K)f commerce **. >> 

Oviedo,. api Ramqf. iii. iQr,3 Hacklt^yt, lii. 46,^. 
•Hjrr. ' \ '.*•'■', 

" Acofta, lib.4ii.^c. n, Ovallo,Hift. of Chili, Chu«A, 
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B a o H Aknoft all thefe tnty be conTidered ai {ki|>ld 
viu. t:6nimodities peculiar to America , and different « 
if we except that lad mentioned, from the pro^ 
dudlons of the mothbr-country. 
AMvaattfet When the ioapoitadon into Spain of thofe vai* 
derite/fr!^ riou^ articles from her colonies , firft became adivc 
iiertoiooift. aod confiderable , her interior induftry and mdh|* 
failures were in a Rate fo profperous, that witl|^ 
the produd of thefe flie.was able botkix^ pufchafe 
the commodities of the New World , and to an* 
fwer its growing demands. Under the reigns oi 
Ferdinand add Ifabella , and Charles V* Spain was 
one of the moft indiiftrious countries in Europe. 
Her manufadtures in wool, and flax, and filk^ 
were fo extenfive, as not only to furnifli what was 
lufficient for her own confumption , but to afford 
la furplus for exportation. When a market lor 
4hem , formerly unknown , and to which flie alone 
liad accefs , opened in America, fbe had recourfc 
to her domeftic ftore , and found there an abundant 
fupply ". This new employment muft naturally 
have added vivacity to the fpirit of induftry, 
Nourifiied and invigorated by it , the mantifac- 
tures , the population , and wealth of Spain might 
have gone on increafing in the fame preportion with 
the growth of her colonies. Nor was the ftate oi 
the Spanifb marine at this period lets flourilbing 
jthan that of its manufadures. In the beginning 
of the fixteenth century, Spain is iaid to have 

Colleft. iiu 47* fep. Ibid. v. p. 680. 692. Lettres Edif. loii. 
S)S- FeoiU^ s. 24^ See NOTE LXUL 
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p^effed above a tlioufand merchant fliipii, *^,t B o o K 
number probably far fuperior to that of any natioiji vni. 
in Europe in that age. By the aid which foreign 
trade and domeftic induftry give reciprocally to 
each other in their progrefs/ the augmentation of 
both muft have bepn rapid and extenHve, and 
Spain might h^ve received the f^me acceffion of 
opulence and vigor from her acquifitions in the 
New World , that other powers have derived from 
their colonies there. 

But various caufes prevented this. The fame whytiie 
thing happens to nations as to individuals. Wealth, J^^^J^Jj^, 
which flows in gradually, and with moderate in- tiiefamr. 
creafe, feeds and nourifhes that adivity which is 
friendly to commerce , and calls it forth into vigor- 
ous and well-conduded exertions ; b^t when* 
opulence pours in fuddenly , and with too full a 
(Iream , it overturns all fober plans of induftry , and 
brings along with it a tafte for what is wild and 
extravagant, and daring in bufmefs or in adion* 
Such was the great and fudden augmentation 
of power and revenue, that the poffeflion of 
America brought into Spain, and fome fymptoms 
«f its pernicious influence upon the political opera- 
tions of that monarchy foon began to appear. For 
a confiderable time , however , the fupply of trea- 
fure from the New World was fcanty and preca- 
rious , and the genius of Charles V. condudled 
public meafures with fuch prudence , that the cffedtf 
of this influence were litde perceived. But whea 
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B 6 It -Philip II afcended the Spanifli throne, with talerits 
vin. far inferior to thofe of his father, and remittances 
' from the colonies became a regular and confider- 
able branch of revenue, the fatal operation of this 
rapid change in the ftate of the kingdom , both on 
the monarch and his people , was at once confpi- 
cuous. Philip , poflelling that fpirit of unceafing 
afliduity , which often charafterizes the ambition of 
tnen of moderate talents^ entertained fuch a high 
opinion of his own refources , that he thought no- 
thing too arduous for him to undertake. Shut up 
himfelf in the folitude of the Efcurial , he troubled 
and annoyed all the nations aroumi him. Ht 
waged open war with the Dutch and Englifh ; he 

^ encouraged and aided a rebellious fadlion in 

France; he conquered Portugal, and maintained 
armies and garrifons in Italy, Africa, and both 
the Indies. By fuch a multiplicity of great and 
complicated operations , purfued with, ardor during 
the courfe of a long reign, Spain was drained 
both of men and money. Under the weak 
adminiftration- of his fucceflbr, Philip IIL the 
vigor of the nation continued to decreafe , and 
A. D.i^ii. funk into the loweft decline , when the inconfidc- 
rate bigotry of that monarch expelled at once 
-near a million of his moft induftrious fubjedts , at 
- the very, time when the exhaufted ft^tc of the 
kingdom required fome extraordinary exertion of 
apolitical wifdom to augment its numbers,: and to 
rTevive its ftxength.. Early in the feventeenth cen- 
tury, Spain felt fuch a diminution in the number 
of her people, that ffOQi igability tp recruit her 
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armies , fhc was obliged to contrad her operations. Book 
Her flourifhifig manufadlures were fallen into de- Viii. 
cay. Her fleets , which had beein. the terror of all 
Europe, were ruined. Her extenfive foreign com- 
merce was loft. The trade between different parts 
of her own dominions was interrupted, and the 
Ihips which attempted to carry it on , were taken 
and plundered by enemies whom flic once de-J 
fpifed. Even agriculture, the primary objcft of 
induftry in every profperous ftate, was negledled^, 
and one of the inoft fertile countries in Europe / 
hardly j:aifed what was fufficient for the fupport of 
its own inhabitants. 

In proportion as the population and manufac- Rapid dc- 
lures of the parent ftate declined, the demands ol cHneofits 
her colonies continued tQ increafe. The Spaniards, 
like their monarchs , intoxicated with the wealth 
which poured in annually upon them , deferted the 
paths of induftry , to which they had been accut 
tomed , and repaired with eagernefs to thofe 
regions from which this opulence iffued. By this 
rage of emigration, another drain was opened, and 
the ftrength of the colonies augmented by exhauft- 
ing that of the mother-country. All thofe emi- 
grants , as well as the adventurers who had atfirCt 
fettled in America, depended abfolutely upon Spaiii 
for almoft every article of neceflary confumptionl 
Engaged in more alluring and lucrative purfuits, 
or prevented by rcftraints Which government im^ 
pofed, they cbuld not turn their own attention to- 
wards eftablifhing the manufaSures requif;te for 
comfortable fubfiftence. . They received (as I have, 
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Book obferved in another place) their clothing, their 
viii. furniture, whatever minifters to the eafc or luxury 
of life, and even their inllrumei^ts of labor, from 
Europe. Spain , thinned of people , and void of 
induftry, was unable to fupply their increafing 
demands. She had recourfe to her neighbour^. The 
nianufadures of the Low Countries, of England, 
of France , and of' Italy , which her wants called 
into exiftence , or animated with new vivacity , iur» 
niflied in abundance whatever (be required. In 
vain did the fundamental law, concerning the ex- 
clufion of foreigners from trad^ with America, 
oppofe this innovation. NeceflGty, more powerful 
than any ftatute, defeated its operations, and 
conftraincd the Spaniards themfelves to concur 
in eluding it. The Englilh , the French, and 
Dutch , relying on the fidelity and honor of Spa* 
nifh merchants, who lend their names to cover the 
deceit, fend out their manufaftures to America, 
and receive the exorbitant price for which they 
are fold there , either in fpecie , or in the rich com- 
modities of the New World. Neither the dread of 
danger , nor the allurement of profit , ever indu- 
ced a Spanifh fador to betray or defraud the perfon 
tvho confided in him '* ; and that probity , which is 
the pride and diftindion of the nation, contributes 
to its ruin. In a fbort time , not above a twentieth 
part of the commodities exported to America was 
cf Spanilh growth or fabric **. All ihe reft was 

** Ztnrala, Reprefentacton, p. t26. 
** Canqpomanes, iL ijS* 
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the property of foreign merchants, though entered B d o IR 
in the name of Spaniards. The treafure of the yitu 
New World may be faid henceforward not to have 
belonged to Spain. Before it reached Europe, it 
was anticipated as -the price of goods purchafed 
Irom foreigners. That wealth which , by an in* 
ternal^ circulation , would have fpread through each 
vein of induftry , and have conveyed life and move- 
ment to every branch of manufadlure , flowed out 
of the kingdom with fuch arapid courfe, as neither 
enriched nor animated it. On the other hand , the 
artifans of rival nations, encouraged by this quick 
fale of their commodities, improved fo much ia 
fkill and induftry , as to be able to afford them at 
a rate fo low, that the manufadures of Spain ^ 
which could not vie with theirs , either in quality 
or cheapnefs of work , were ftill farther dcpreffed. 
This deftruiiive commerce drained off the riches 
of the nation fafter and more completely, than 
even the extravagant fchemcs of ambition carried 
on by its monarchs. Spain was fd much aftonifli- 
ed and diftreffed , at beholding her American trea- 
ftires vanifli almoft as foon as they were imported , 
that Philip III. unable to fupply what was r-equifite 
kk circulation , iffued an edid , by which he endea^ / 

voured to raife copper money to a value in cur» 
rency nearly equal to that of filver ** ; and the lord 
of the Peruvian and Mexican mines was reduced 
to a wretched expedient , which is the laft refourcc 
of petty impoverilhed ftates. 

*• Uftarix, c. 104. 
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B ,0 o ic Thus the poffcffions of Spain in America haVft 
VIII. not proved a fourcc of population and of wealth 
to her , in the fame manner as thofe of other na* 
tions. In the countries of Eurppe, where the fpi^ 
rit of induftry fubfifts in fuH vigor , every per- 
son fettled in fuch colonies as are funilar in their 
fituation to thofe of Spain is fuppofed to give em* 
ployment to three or four at liome in fupplying 
his wants *\ But wherever the mother-country can-r 
4iot afiford this fupply , every emigrant may be con- 
fidered as a citizen loft to the community , and 
fkrangers muft reap all the benefit of anfwering his 
demands. , ' - ^ . 

Inereaftdbf Such has been the internal ft^ite of Spain from 
the mode of ^he clofe of the fixteenth century , and fuch her 
[*t"rcourfe ^ liability to fupply the growing wants of her colo- 
withAme. nics. The fatal effeiSts of this difproportion be* 
**"' tween their^ demands , and her capacity of anfwer- 

ing them , have been much increafed by the mode 
in which Spain has endeavoured to regulate the in- 
tercourfe between the mother country and the cor 
Ionics. It is from her idea of monopolizing the 
trade with America, and debarring her fubje<fe 
there from any communication with foreigners ^ that 
all her jealous and fyftematic arrangements hav^ 
arifen. Thefe are fo fingular in their nature and 
confequences as to merit a particular explanation. 
In order to fecure the monopoly at which flie aimed, 
'Spain did not veft the trade with her colonies in;an 
exclufive company, a plan which has been adopted 



•t 
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bjrnafions more cefmmcrcial , md at a period whien b a o Ks. 

ipcrcantile policy was an objeA of greater atten-p ym^ 

tion, and ought to have bqen better underftood* 

.The Dutcl^^ garVe up the whole trade with theii^ 

colonies, both in the Eaft and Weft -Indies, to 

cxclufive companies. The Englifli , the French , the 

Danes, have imitated their example with refpedk 

to,the Eaft-Indian commerce; and the two former 

have laid a fimilar reftraint upon fome branches^ 

of their trade with the New World. The wit of 

man cannot, perhaps , deyife a method for check-r 

ing the progrcfc of induftry ^nd population in 2^ 

new colony more effedual than this. The intereft 

of the colony, and of the excjufive company, muft 

in every point be diametrically oppofite ; and as 

the latter poffeffes fuch advantages in this unequal 

conteft, that it can prefcribe at.pleafure the termsf 

of intercourfc , the former muft not only buy deai: 

and fell cheap, but muftfuffer the mortification of 

having the increafe of its furplus ftock difcouraged 

by thofe very perfons to whom.alone it can difpolj? 

of its produdions **..,< 

Spain, it i$ probable , was preferved from fall- TWsconi 
ipg into this error in policy ,; by the high ideas 4nedtooM 
vfhich fhe early formed concerning the riches of l^^^i^^ 
the New World. Gold and filver were, commp*- 
ciities of too high value to vcft a monopoly of 
themin private hands. The crown wiflied to retaia 
the dire^ioa of a commerce fo inviting ; and , ia 
order to fecurc that, ordained the cargo of every- 

\ ** Smith'^ Inqwiry;j ii. 171. ; . . ./ 
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I o 6 H fljip fitted out for America, to be infpeded by Ae 
Till, officers of the Cq/a dc Contratadon in Seville , be- 
fore it could receive a licence to make the vbyage; 
and that on its return , a report of the commodities 
which it brought fbould be made to the fame board, 
before it could be permitted to land them. In com 
Sequence of this regulation , all the trade of Spain 
"with the New World centred originally in the port 
of Seville , and Was gradually brought into a fomi 
in which it has been condui^ed , with little variation, 
from the middle of the fixteenth century almod to 
our own times. For the greater fecurity of the 
valuable cargoes fent to America, as well as for tfa^i 
inore eafy prevention of fraud , the commerce of 
Spain , with its colonies , is carried on by fleets which 
lail under ftrong convoys. Thefe fleets confiding 
of two fiquadrons, one diftinguiflied by the name 
of the Galeons , the other by that of the flota , ar^ 
equipped annually. Formerly they took their de- 
parture from Seville ; but as the port of Cadiz has 
been found more commodious , they have failed 
from it fince the year 1720. 
Carrieioa The Galeons deftined to fupply Tierra Firme^ 
iiyt^eOa. ^^^ ^)^^ kingdoms of Peru and Ghili, with almoft 
every article of luxury , or neceflary confumption, 
that an opulent people can demand, touch firft 
at Carthagena, and then at Porto-bello. To the 
former , the merchants of Santa Martha, Caraccas, 
the New Kingdom of Granada, and fcveral other 
provinces, Tcfort. The latter is* the great mart for 
the rich commerce of Peru and ChilL At the feafon 
when the Galeons are expeAed, the product of all 

the 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORY OF AMERI C Ai ^ 



^ -4 



^cf'ixikiesiatbefe tvro kingdoms, together witfhtfaeiir b o o E ! 

^otbe^ ralUfibl^ commodMii^y is^tiraofportod by fea viiu ! 

to Panama. Frpm thenci;, as foonas the appear^ 

«f)Cc;rO^ the fieft from Europe is announced, they 

^re conveyed carols* the Hlhrnu^, partly on miile% 

^nd partly do\fn the river Chagre to/JPorto^belloi 

.ThispaUry village, tfce glimate of which, from the 

|)^rnicious union of exceffive beat , continual moifi 

^ure, and the putrid .exhajation$ arifmg from a rank 

foilj is more fatal to life than any perhaps, in .the 

jkno.wn worM^ is immediately filled witih pedples 

JPrpm bciqg the^ refidencc of a few negroes and ibua 

lattoes , aod of a miferable g^rjrifon relieved every 

three months ^ Porto-bello afliunes fuddenly a very . 

^i£Ferent afpe^, a^d its Arrets are crowded witi^ 

Opulent merchants from evfry corner of Peru, and 

the adjacent provinces. A fair is opened, the wealth 

pf An^eric^ is exchanged for the fnanuEadlures of 

JSurope ; and, during its prefcri bed term of fofj^ 

^ays, the richeft traffic qn the face oftheearfbii 

Jb>egun and finifbed , with that fimplicity of tran^ 

tfidtion and unbounded codfidenoe, which) aaccom^ 

pany extenfive commerce**. The Flota holds itk aniFiota. 

courfe to Vera Crua, ^Tbe treafures and coaim» 

dities of New Spain, and the depepding.jpfovinccsi 

which were depofited at Pu^bl^ de los.Angdksriil 

expedation of its arrival, are.<;arried thither^ and 

the commercial operations of Vera Cru2» conduded 

in the (ame manner with thofe of Porto-bello; are 

inferior to them only in imporunce and valitc^ 

•' See NOXfiLXIV. ; — ♦ 

Vol. lit X 
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BOOK Both &ets» as fooci as tbey have codspleted thar 
nui; cnrffyes from Amerieai fendes^vous at the Havanna, 
aod return in company to Europe. 

Baieffpftt ^ The trade of $pain with her colonies 1 vrhile 
*^* thus fettered and reftriOed , came neceflarily to be 
conduced with the fame^irlt, and upon the fame 
principle , as ^at of an exclufive company. Be* 
ing confined to a fingle port, it was of couife 
thrown into a few hands, and almoft the whole of 
k w^as gradually engrofled by a fmdl -number of 
weald^rihoufes, formedy in Seville, and now in 
Cadi^. Tbefe by combinations , ^hich they can 
iiafity form, may altogether prevent that compe** 
tition which preferve^ commeditfes at^heir natural 
price ; and by adiiig in concert, to which they are 
promptcfd by their mxitHat intereft, they tnay raife 
or lower the value of them at pleafure. In confe- 
quence of this, the price of European -goods in 
America is always high, and often exorbitant A 
huAdrcKl^ two hundred, and- even th#ee hundred 
par cent are prc^ts not uncommon in the com« 
flBerce^df:^Spain with her colonies**. From the 
ittne etig90&ng fpirit it frequency happens, that 
«Mdcrsjottbe feKiond older, whofe warehoufes do 
Dot-coniain a complete alTortment of commodities 
lor . the ^American market, cannot purchafe from 
tiie mortr bputent mirehants fuch goods as they 
warn, at >a lower ^ict than that for which they 
ace fold in the colonies. With the lame vigilant 
jcaloufy ^at an exoluliv^ company guards againft 

r 

•*B.,Poa, Rctablill part fi. p. 191; 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORY OF AMEKICii. ^^ 

tteintnriidncff the free. trader, tbofe overgrown Ji o b fc 
tnondpolHls endeavour to cb^ck the ptogrtfy of yiiL 
^every one whofe encroachment$ they dread' ^ This 
reftraint of the American commerce to otie port', 
not only zSt&s its domeftic fiate ; but limits its 
foreign operations. A monopolift may acquire 
inbre, and certainly will hazard lefe, by a confined 
trade which yields exorbitant prc^t, than by an 
extenfivc commerce in which he receives ohiy ^ 
moderate return of gain. It is ofken his ihtere^ 
not] to enlarge , but to circumfcribe the inhere of 
his adUvity; and, inftead of calling forth ttoft 
vigorous exertions of commercial induftry ; it may 
be the objedl of his attention to check and ' it% 
bounds to them. By forae fuch maxim , the -mer- 
cantile policy of Spain feems to have regulated itft 
intercourfe with America. Inftead of furniflbihg 
the colonie!s with European goods in fuch qiianti^ ' 
lis might render both the price and th< profit m<K 
jlerate ; the merchants of Seville and Cadii feeik 
io have fupplied theni with b {}>aring band , that 
the eagcnieft of competition amdngft cu(Wteer$ 
bbltged to purcbafe in afcanty^«ki4cet, mighlfeh^ 
able the Spanifh fadors to difpofe of their cat^&ii 
Vrith exorbitkAt gifin. About ttie' middle of the laft 
century, -when the exclufive trade to America fron» 
Seville was ih its hioft Aourifhing ftate, the biirdeti 
of the two united fquadrons of the Galeons and 
Flota y did not exceed twenty-feven thoufand five 

^ *' SmitV8lnq[uiry,ii. tfi. Campomanei, £dH«. Popul^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



«€« MISTQKT OF AMERiICA 

# o o 9 ;hundrcd tons*'. Thefdpfdy wliicliflKhafleetikHiM 
yii^ jcariy ^ muft- have bctn very inadequate to the de* 
jaoafid^ 0£ thoCe populous and e:^tenftve colonies, 
.vHbi^k depended, upoa it for all the lulcuries, and 
jQiaoiy of th^e aece^ries of life* , . 
ftcmcdict . Spaifi early became fenfible >of ber > declenfioti 
fropofttf. ffojxi her forme? pr|[>fperity , and many refpedablc 
jai)d- virtuous citizens eip ployed their thoughts in 
l^eypi^9g methods for reviving the decaying in* 
duftfyiand: Qoiftfperce of their country. From th^ 
- yioifBnce.of the rem^ies propofed» we may judge 
ii^Y^; d^p^rate ;and ;ia(^ the malady ^ appeared^ 
$omQ9 confounding a violation of- pdice w^tb cri« 
fijiu^ity againfl.^e ftatei contended, that. in or« 
dgr, to oheck illicit convq^rce, every perfon con^ 
.yi<f|cd of carrying i^ ^^?s ihpuld be puniibed with 
dfsatb , and conf6fcation of all ^is t^eiks *'. Otberst 
Cgfg^tting tbt di&indion between civil offences and 
a^ pf impkty^ infilled , that contraband trad^ 
P)oi)14 be rapH^d amoing the ctjines re&rved foe 
the! c(^ni?.anc<-ipf' Uie; Inquifitaon; tl>at; Aich as 
SY??:^:gpilfy Pf tt .^»igbti be tpicd ^ |>uniih?4 » ac- 
£iPf4il^-to tb& fi^cr^t and fumiq%ry fprm in whi^qh 
^b^t) dreadful tril^junal exer^ifc^ ;itir jji:>ritti<aion'*% 
Pj^rs, un,inftruiac4^ by obferymg jdbe peioaicknis 
e|('q3t^_of m^nQpoliesan every pountry \yhere they 
|iavef(l^eep eftabiifl>^drv have propolje^ to veft tho 
f^addwitk Am^p^a, in exclufiyc^companies, whick 

. . h '■' ' :/- :!' .J ' '■ . l\ Tj:iL^ .. ; v : ■ i 

*' Campomanes, Educ. PopuL i. 4)^. ii. no. 

*' M. dc Santa Cruz, Commercio Suqlfo, p. 149^ 

*'i *• Moncada, tteftiuricicm ]^olitkter de' -E$agna, p» 41^ 
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intercft would render the moft vigilant guardians of b O' tf iS 
the Spanifli commerce againft the encroachmetit ot yut. 
the interlopers '*. < . ^ j - i 

Befides thefe wild projecfb , many fchcmes , bet^ 
tcr digefted and more beneficial , wer6 fuggefted; 
But under the feeble monait:bs ^ -with whom th^ 
jreign of the Auftrian line in Spain tlofed ; inca-J 
pacity and indccifion are Confpicuous in evbry de^ 
partment of government. Inftead of^ taking for 
their model the adlive adminiftration of Charles V: 
they affedled to imitate the cautious procraftinating 
vrifdom of Philip II. and deftitute of his taleiit^^ 
they deliberated perpetually, but determined no* 
thing. No remedy was applied to the ^Vils-unxleif 
which the national commerce , domeftic as well as 
foreign, languifhed. Thefe -evils contiTiue<l to im 
creafe , and Spain , with dominions more cxtenftve 
and more opulent ttein any Edrdpean ftate , pof- ^ ^' • 
fefled neither' vigor ,' nor mbncy '**, nor.inrfuftfy. 
At length, the violence of a' great national con* - 

vulfion roufed thci flumibering genius -of Spain; 
The efforts of the two contcnrding' parties in the 
civil war, kindled by the difpute concerniirg* the 
facceilion of the crown at the beginning of this 
century , called forth , in fome degree , the ancient 
fpirit and vigor of the nation* While men were 
thus forming, capable of adopting ientiments more 
liberal than thofe which had influenced the coun- 
cils of the monarchy during: the courfe of a 

i. ' .' ' ^ ' - 

•* Zavallay Augnon, Reprcfentacion, &c. p. 19Q1, 
T Sec NOTE LXV. 
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fe o o E cenniry» Spain derived from an uiiexpededfeuree the 
vux. means of availing itfelf of their talents. The va*> 
rious powers who favored the pretentions either 
of the Auftrian or Bourbon candidate for the Spa* 
niih throne , lent formidable fleeu and armies to 
their fupport; France, England, and Holland re- 
mittcdi imrhenfe fums to Spain* Thcfe were 
fpenj: in the provinces which became the theatre 
of war. Part of the American treafure , of which 
foreigners had drained the kingdom, flowed back 
thither. From this aera , one of the moft intelli^ 
gent Spanifh author^ dates the revival of the mo* 
narchy; and, however humiliating the truth may 
be, he acknowledges , that it is to her enemies his 
country is indebted iov the acquifition of a fund 
of circalaEting fpecie, in fome meafuire adequate to 
the e:icigencies of the public '*'. 
9tcp ww%r49 As fooi^ as the Bourbons obtained quiet poflfe^ 
fneBtbyibt f^^^i 6f the throne, they difcerned this change in 
Bonrboa the ff^irit of the people , and in the ftate of the na-^ 
monarf ill, ^^ ^ ^^ ^^j^ advantage of it ; for although that 
family has not given monarchs to Spain remark* 
able for fuperiority of genius, diey have all been 
beneficent princes , attaendve to the happinefe of 
their fubjeAs , aild felicitous to promote it. It 
was, accordingly, the firft objed of Philip V. to 
fupprefii an inobvation which had crept in during 
the cottrfe of the war, and had overturned the 
whole iyftem of the Spanifii commerce with Ame< 
bycxeiudine nca. The Englilh and Dutch, by their fupe* 

foreifatrs . . 

Campomanes, i. 4^0. 
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irioriiy in naval ^w^, having sitquired fudi cotn^ b 6 o H 

i^aisd of the fea, as to cut 6ff all intercoorfe be^ vim 

tween Spain and her colonies, Spain, in order to fromtrtd« 

lurnifli her fubjeds in America thofe neceOaries of ^i^^**"* 

life ^ without which they could not exift, and ad 

the only means of receiving from thence arty part 

of their treafure , departed fo far from the ufiial 

rigor of its maxims as to open the trade with ' 

Peru to her allies the French. The merchants of 

St. Malo, to whom Louis XIV. granted the pri<* 

yilege of this lucrative x:ommerce , engaged in* it 

with vigor, and carried it on upon principles ver^ 

different from thofe of the Spaniards* They fup* 

plied Peru with European commodities at a modeL 

fate price » and not in ftinted quantity. The goods 

which they imported Mrere conveyed to every pro* 

vince of Spaniih America, in fuch abundance ais 

:bad never been known in. any fonooer period. If 

this intefcourfe had been continued , the exportation 

ef European commodities from Spain muft have ^^'^ 

ceafed , and tl^ dependence of the colonies on tfat 

mother-country have been at an end. The moft 

4>eremptory iD|Liniflroiis were therefore ifluedy pro^ 

jiibtring^ the admiflion of foreign veflels into any 

-port of Peru or Chili **- , and a Spaniih fqaadron 

was em^yed to clear the South-Sea of intruders*, 

whofe aid' was no longer neceffary. * I 

But though, on diecefiation of the war, wliich bycfMckins 
was terminated by the treaty of Utrecht, Spain «ont"«»*»«* 

. . tffBO#a 

- . ' " - " *s 

' - •• Fre2tef,'V6y. 2 ^6. B.UU6a, R. ctab. iL 1 04, Aa Alccda 
y Herrera, Avifiiv ftc «j6*?~*' .r 
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II, <ho. K obtained relief from one encroachment on Iiet 
yiy. commercial fyftem, (he was expofed to another , 
1 which ihe deemed hardly iefs pernicious. As an 

inducement that might prevail with Queen Anne 
to conclude a peace ^ which France and Spaiii dc* 
fired with equal ardor, Philip V. notionlyxoa^ 
partimUriy veyed to Great Britain the AJficnto , or contrad fot 
of the Eng. fqppjying the SpaniCb colonics with negroes , which 
cMnvasf* h^d formerly been enjoyed by France , but granted 
it the more extraordinary privilege of fending anl 
nualiy to the fair of Porto-bello, a (hip of fiv« 
kundred tons^ laden with Europ^n commoditier. 
In confequence of this, Briti(h fadories wereeftab- 
liihed at Carthagena, Panama, Vera Cruz, Bue« 
oo^ Ayres, and other Spanifli fettlements. Tfa« 
j^il with which Spain had hitherto covered tb<^ 
Aate and tranfadions of her colonies was removed. 
The agents of a rival nation , refiding in the towcvs 
of moft extenfive trade , and of chief refort , had 
' - the beft opportunities of becoming ^acquainted with 
the interior condition of the American provinces , 
of obferving their ftated and occafional wants, an4 
*of knowing what commodities might be imported 
into them with the greateft advantage. In confe- 
quence of information fo authentic and expedV 
tious, the merchants of Jamaica , and other ^Eng- 
liih colonies who traded to the Spaniih main , were 
enabled to afTort and proportion their cargoes fo 
exadly to the demands of the market, that the 
Contraband commerce was carried on with a faci* 
lity , and to an extent unknown in any former pe- 
riod* This , however , was not the moft fatal confix 
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^nerpce of the Affiento to the trade of Spain. The 6 o a • 
agents of the Britifh Soiith-Sca company , under YUU 
cover of theu importation. which they were autho* 
j'ized to make by the ibip fent annually to Porto* 
fc^llo , poured in their commodities on the Spanifii 
continent, without limitation or reftraint Inftiead 
pi a ihip of five hundred tons^ as ftipulated in the 
treaty , they ufually employed one which exceeded 
nine hundred tons in burden. She was accom^ 
panicd by two or three fipaller veiTels, which , 
«nooring in fpme neighbouring creek , fupj^ied het 
flandeftinely .with freib bales of goods, to replace 
iqch as were feld. The infpedors of the fair , and ^ 
x>fficers of the revenue , gained by exorbitant pr&> 
j[ents , connived at the fraud '"• Thus , partly by 
xhe operations of the company , and partly by the 
^Hdvity of private interlopes, almoft the whole 
trade of Spanifh America was engroffed by f<v 
jreigners. The immenfe commerce of the Gai- 
Icons , formerly the pride of Spain,, and the envy 
of other nations, funk to nothing, and thefqua* ■^'tw 
tdron itfelf reduced from fifteen thouiand to^ twe 
tboufand tons '!*, ferved hardly aay purpofe hut t^ 
fi^ch home the royal revenue arifing from, the fifth 
pn filver. ^ 

While Spain obferved thofe encroachments, and ovardaCo^ 
iclt fo fcnfibly their pernicious effeds, it was ^JSw-* 
impoffible not to make fome ^ort to reftrain poft. 
them. Her firft expedient was to ftatiom (hips ol 

"I See NOTE LXVI. 
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pr o o K force , under the appdhtion of Guatda Chfias » trpen 
vtiU the co^fts of thofe provinces, to which interlopers 
noft frequently reforted. As private intereft coa^ 
curred with the du^ which they owed to the pubc> 
lie , in rendering the oificer$ who commanded thofd 
vefiels vigilant and adive , fome check was given 
to ttw progreCs of the contraband trade , though in 
dominions fo extenfive , and fo acceffible by fea, n# 
fmmber of cruifers was fuffioient to guard againft 
its inroads in every qutarter. This interruption of 
an intercourfe, which had been carried on with fo 
much facility, that the merchants in the Bridih 
ccdonies were accuftomed to confider it almoft ai 
an aHowed branch of commerce , excited murmurs 
and complaints. Thefe authorized, in fome mcafurtf, 
and rendered more interefting , by feveral uiijufti^ 
iiaUe z&s of violence committed by the captains 
<df the Spanifb Guarda Coftas, precipitated Great 
Britain into a war with Spain; in confequence o€ 
^which the latter obtained a final rdeafe from the 
*i^^ -Alliento, and ^as Irft at liberty to regulate the 
commerce of her colonic , without being retrained 
^-Bxiy engagement with a foreign power. 
Tiie«ft«r As die formicbble encroachments of the Eng^ 
regmer ships jjflj ^^ ^j^^i^ Amcrican trade , had difcovered t^ 

' the Spaniards the ^vaftcoirfumption of European 
goods in their colonies , and taught them the ad^ 
vantage of accommodating their importations to 
4he occafional demand of the various pisoviucer, 
they perceived the neceffity of devifing fome me- 
thod of (upplying their colonies, different from 
their ancient one, of lieinding thither periodical 
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MettM. That tnode of cottiiMufifcadon had beett book 
ibucd not only to be uncertaid, as the departure vni# 
of the Galeons and Flota ^was fdnetimes re* 
Carded by various accidents, and often prevented 
by the vrars 'which raged in Europe; but long 
experience had fliown it to be ill adapted to afford 
America a regular and timely fupply of what it 
wanted. The fcardty of European goods in the 
Spaniib fettlements frequently became exce^ive ; 
their price rofe to an enormous height ; the vigi- 
lant eye of mercantile attention did not fail to ob> 
ferve this favorable opportunity , an .ample fupply 
was poured in by interlopers from the Englifh, the ' 
French, and Dutch iflands; and when the Galeons . 
at length arrived , they found the markets fo glutei 
ted by this illicit commerce , that there ^was no 
demand for the commodities with which they were 
loaded. In order to remedy this , Spain has per* 
mitted a confiderable part of her commerce with 
America , to be carried on by regifttr ships. Thefe 
are fitted out, during the intervals between theftated 
feafons when the Galeons and Flota fail, by mer^ 
chants in Seville or Cadiz , upon obtaining a licence 
from the council of the Indies , for which they pay 
a veiy high premium, and are deftibed for thofe 
ports in America where any extraordinary demand 
is forefeen or expeded. By this expedient, iiich 
a regular fupply of the commodities , for whicJh there 
is the greateft demand , is conveyed to the Aniericanf 
maricet, that the interloper is no longer allured by 
the lame profped of exceflive gain , or the people 
in the colonies urged by the £ime ntcc&ty td engage 
in the hazardous adventures of contraband trade. 
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B^ o o X In proportion as experience nianifefted the s^ 

viii./ vantages of carrying on trade in this mode, the 

The Gaieoat mimber of regifter fhips increafed ; and at length 

abolished, jj^ ^^ y^jjj. i^^^ ^hc Galeons, after having been 

employed upwards of two centuries, were finally 
laid afide. From that period there has been no in* 
tercourfe with Chili and Peru but by fingle fhtps^ 
difpatcbed from time to time as occafion requires, 
and when the merchants exped a profitable market 
will open* Thefe (hips fail round Cape Horn, and 
eonvey direi^ly to the ports in the South-Sea the pro^ 
dubious and nianufadures of Europe , for which the 
people, fettled in thofe countries, were formerly 
obliged to repair to Porto*bello or Panama. Thefe 
towns, as has been formerly obferved, muft gradually 
decline^ when deprived of that commerce to which 
they owed their profperity. This difad vantage how- 
ever is more than compenfated ; for the whole c6nti» 
nent of South-America receives fupplies of European 
commodities, with fo much regularity, andinfuch 
abundance, as muft not only contribute greatly to the 
happinefs , but increafe the population of all the co* 
lonies fettled there. But as all the regifter fhips def« 
^ned for the South-Seas, muft flill take their de« 
parture from Cadiz, and are obliged u> return 
thither '*', this branch of the American commerce, 
even in its new and improved form, continues fubjed 
to the reftraints of afpecies of monopoly , and feels 
thofe pemidous effeds of it, which 1 have already 
^fcribed. 



*♦; 



Ounpomanes^ i. 4) 4. 440. 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORY OF AMERICA,, jif 

; Nor has the attention of Spain been confined to B o a i^ 
regulating the trade with its more flouriQiing colo* vii^. 
nits, it has extended likewife to the reviving com- schemes f«t 
merce in thofe fettlements where it was negleded , commewf, 
or had decayed. Among the new taftes which 
the people of Europe have acquired, in confe- 
quence of importing the produdions of thofe coun* 
tries which they conquered in America < that for 
chocolate is one of the moft univerfal. The ufe of 
this liquor made with a pafle , formed of the nut, 
or almond of the cacao-tree, compounded with 
yarious ingredients , the Spaniards firft: learned 
from the Mexicans.; and it has appeared to tbern^ 
and to the other European nations^ , Xo palatable , 
fp nourilhing, and fo wbolefome, that it has be: 
come a commercial article of confiderable import* 
ance. The cacao-tree grows fpontaneoully in fe* 
veral parts of the torrid zone; but the nuts of the 
bed quality ^ next to thofe of Guatimala , on the 
South* Sea, are produced in the rich plains of 
Caraccas , a province of Ticrr^ FirmJb. In confe* 
quence of this acknowledged fuperiority in tbe 
quality of cacao in that province , and its, comma* 
nication with the Atlantic, which facil)^(es thf 
conveyance to Eprope , tl^e culture of the cacao 
there is mqre extenfive thaq in any diftrid o^^ Aine* 
rica. Bu^ the Dutch , by the vicinity of their 
fettlements ia. the fmail. iflands of Ciiraz^a an4 
Buen-Ayre, tQ the coaft of Caraccas , gra^lually 
engrofled the, greateft part of the cacap tirade, 
The traf{^c ;wjth the roqther-cquntry for this va? 
luabl^ QQfB^dity cta£edaUiiai^«Qtird|y; and :ii^h 
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* o K was the fupine negligence of the Spaniards , or the 
vni. defeds of their commercial arrangements , that 
they were obliged to receive from the hands of 
foreigners this produdion of their own colonies , at 
fty eftabiitb- an exorbitant price* In order to remedy an evil 
JJI^^^Jf*^' no Icfs difgraceful , than pernicious to hisfub}efts» 
raccM. Philip V, iti the year 1728, granted to a body of 
merchants , an exclufive right to the commerce 
with Garaccas and Cumana, on condition of theif 
employing , at their own expenfe , a fufficient 
nuniber of armed veffels to clear the coaft of in- 
terlopers. This fociety , diftingnifliied fometimes 
by the name of the Company of Guipufcoa , firoA 
the province of Spain in which it is eftablifhed, 
and fontetimes by that of the Company of Carac^ 
cas, from the diftrid of America to which it trades 9 
has carried on its operations with fuch vigor and 
fuccefs, that Spain has recovered an important 
branch of commerce , which fhe had fu£Pered to 
be wrefted from her , and is plentifully fupptied 
with ata artttle of extenfive confumptibn at a mo^ 
Berate price. Not only the parent ftate, but tbt 
colony of Garaccas , has derived great advantaged 
from this inftitution ; for althobgh; at the firft 
iSpeAf It may appear td be one of thofe monopo^ 
lies , whofe tendency is to check the fpirit of in^ 
duftry, inftead of calling it forth to new exertions^ 
it has been prevented from operating in this man- 
her, by,feveral faltitary regulations framed upon 
foreffght of fuch h^Ld ^cfled^ , and of purpofe tb 
bbvlate thenir. The planters in the Caraccks arc 
Jaoi^leffc to dejxcn* eritirclyon Ac con^wy , cither 
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^or the importation^ of Euro{)daa cdfiatnodities, or d^ d a tt 

the faleof their own prodcnflions. The inhabit- vuh 

unts of the Canary ifladds have* the privilege of 

Cending thither annually a regifter fhip of confider- 

able burden; and from Veflt Cruz in New Spain , 

d free trade is permitted in every port comprei> 

jbended in the charter of the company. In confer 

;quence of this , there is fuch a competition , that 

both with refped to what the 'colonies purchafe, 

and what they fell, the price feems to be fixed at 

its natural and equitable rate. The company has 

not the power of raifingthi* former, or of degrading 

tfa^ latter at pleafure ; and accordingly , fince it 

Mras eftabliflied , the increafc of culture , of popu« 

lation, and of live ftock, in the "province of Carac* 

cas , has been very conGderable ***. 

' But as it is flowly that nations reKnquifb anj^ Eafarge- 

fyftcm which time has rendered venerable, and as it ^•"'•f 

is ftill more flowly that commerce can be diverted ideas in *" 

'from the channel in which it has long been accuftom- ^9^^ 

ed to flow ; Philip V. in his new regulations con- . 

cerning the American trade , paid fuch deference to 

the ancient maxim of Spain, concerning the limita* 

tion of all importation from the New World to one 

1lai1)6^r , as to bblige both the regifter fliips which 

returned from Peru, and thofe of the Guipufcoan 

<5ompany frdrik Cafaccai , to deliver their cargoes 

4n the port of Cadiz. Since his reign , Jentiments 

«nore liberal ahd enlarged begin to fpread in-Sj^aih. 

The-fpirit of phil6fophieal iaquixy^ wHidi it feithd 

. \ ^^' set Mfi sjprtL " ' - . • > .'^*' i 
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9 <> a K gjory of the prefent ag€ t6 have* t^^d frotB M- 
\liu^ vdous or abftr^fe^^fpe^lation^, to the bufmeis ail4 
affairs of men^^bas extended its* influence beyx)nd 
jthc .Pyrenees. vJn t|pe refearcfaes oC ingenious 
authors ^ coocenung the police^ or qomniecce of 
nations, the errors and deffi^ of the 3pamQi 
Syfiem with refped to bqtb met ev<ry jeye i s^nd 
liaye not only been. expired with feverity» but are 
held i(p as a w^r;nipg to oth/er ^ftatesv The Spat 
ni^rdsi flung with the reproachf^ of thiefe authorSg 
pr convinced by their arguments , and admoniOiecl 
by feveral enlightened writers of th^ir own copn^ 
try , feem at length . to have difgpvered the dtt 
ilrudive tendency of thofe narrow maxims, which ^ 
by cramping, commerce in all 4tSyOp^ra^ons , hav^ 
fo long retarded Its progrefs. It is to the moiiarcli ' 
Qow on the thrpne I that Spain Is indebted for the 
' firft public regvls^ion formed ; in oo^fequence of 
^ttch. enlarged ideals, 
iftauuii* While. Spain adhered with rigor to her ati^ 

neat of re. ciei^t : maxims conccming ^ejr commerce whb 
bofttt*'^ * An^nca, ihe was fo much afraid of opening'any 
channel , by which an illicit trade mig}it find adr 
miflion injtathe colonies « that ibe-iiki^oft; (but Jber« 
felf aut from any intercourfe with them, but that 
which wa;s carried on by her annual Deefs. There 
was^^ no eftabliihment for a regular .fop()municaMQ|i 
of either public or private intelljgeiK:e ,, betii^e^ 
the fflothec-counti^y; aiul its Ameru^f^n fettlements^ 
l^rpltt th^^ Vj^^t of, this - neceflary itiftitution , ^1(S 
operations of jthe ftate , as well as the bufmefs of 
individuals , were retarded jjr iq^duj^ed ui^iMuliy ^^ 

and 
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and Spain often received from foreigners her ft o o ft 
jfirft information with refpeft to very interefting yjjj^ 
events in her own colonies. But though this dc* 
fed in police was fenfibly felt , and the remedy for 
it was obvious , that jealous fpirit with which the 
Spanifli nionarchs guarded the exclufive trade > re- 
flrained them from applying it. At length 
Charles III. furmountcd thofe confiderations which 
had deterred his predeceffors , and in the year 1764 
appointed packet-boats to be difpatched on the 
firft day of each month , from Corugna to the 
Havanna or Porto-Rico. From thence letters arc 
conveyed in fmaller veffels to Vera Cruz and 
Porto -bello, and tranfmitted by poft through the 
kingdoms of Tierra Firm^ , Granada , Peru , and 
New Spain. With no lefs regularity packet-boats 
fciil once in two months to Rio de la Plata, for the 
accommodation of the provinces to the eaftof the* 
Andes. Thus provifion is made for a fpeedy and 
certain circulation of intelligence throughout the' 
vad dominions of Spain , from which equal advan» 
tages muft redound to the political and mercantile 
ifltereft of the kingdom "^ With this new arrange- 
ment, a fcheme of extending commerce has been' 
more immediately conneded. Each of the packet- 
boats , which arc veffels of fome confiderable bur- 
den, is allowed to take in half a loading of fuch 
conntmodtties as are the produdl of Spain j and moft 
in demand in the ports whither they are bound/ 
la return for thefe they . may bring home to 

"' Poriz, Viagc dc kfpagna,^i. ProL p. 1^. 
Vol. m. 7 
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y o o K Corugna an equal quantity of American produdti- 
VIII. ons '•*. This may be confidercd as the firft relaxation^ 
of thofe rigid laws , which confined the trade with 
^c New World to a fingle port, and the firft attempt 
to admit the refl; of the kingdom to fome fiiare 
in it 
Free tradt It was foou foUowcd by'onc ^ore decifive. |a 
uZTpV^ the year 1765 , Charles III. laid open the trade tq 
vincet. the windward iflands , Cuba , Hifpaniola , Porto- 
Riqo, Margarita, and Trinidad , to his fubjeds in 
every province of Spain. He permitted them toi 
fall from certain ports in each province, which arc 
fpecified in the edidl , at any feafon , and with what- 
ever cargo they deemed moft proper, without any 
other warrant than a fimple clearance from the 
cuftom-houfe of the place whence they took their 
departure. He releafed them from the numerous 
and oppreifive duties impofed on goods exported 
to America, and in place of the \y^hole, fubftituted 
a moderate tax of fix in the hundred on the com-, 
modities fent from Spain. He allowed them tq 
return either to the fame port , or to any othep 
w;herc they might hope for a more advantageous 
market , and there to enter the homeward cargo , 
on payment of the ufual duties. This ample pri- 
vilege, which at once broke through all the fei^ces^ 
which the jealous policy of Spain had been laboring , 
for two centuries and a half, to throw round its 
commercial intercourfe with the New World , wai| 

^*' Append, ii. a la Educ. Pop* p. ) i • 



Digitized 



by Google 



tffcdsofth 



fltSTORY OF AMERICA, ga^ 

foon aftet* extjinded to LouiTiatia « and to jtHe pr(> l^ d It 
vinces of YucaCan and Gampeachy "**. viiu 

The propriety of this, innovation^ Nyhick t»a5l feeneadai 
he confidercd as the moft^faeral effort of Spanifh 
legiflation 5 has appeared from its effeds* Prior to 
the ediA in favor of the free trade j Spain deriyed 
hardly any benefit from its negledlcd polonies in 
Hifpaniota ^ Porto-Rico > Margarita ^ and Trinidsidl 
Its commerce with Cuba was inconfiderable ^ and 
that of Yucatan and Gampeachy was engroffed alfe 
Itioft entirely by interlopers. But as foon as a ge* 
neral liberty of trade was permitted * the iotci> 
Courfe with thofe provinces revived , and ha^ gohit 
on with a rapidity of progreffion ^ of which there 
^re few examples in the hiftory of nations. In le& 
than ten years , the trade of Guba has been noore 
than tripled. Even in thofe fettlements wherc;^ 
from the languiCbing ftate of induftry ^ greater 
efforts were requifite to reftore its ac9ivity , tbek 
commerce has been doubled. It is computed, 
that fuch a number of fhips is already employed in 
the free trade , that the tonnage of them far* exceeck 
that of the Galeons and Flota , at the moll flouriib* 
ing aera of their commerce* The benefits of this 
arrangement are not confined to a few merchants , 
^ftablifhed in a favorite p6rt. They are. difitifetl 
through every province. of the kingdom; and by 
opening a new market for their various produc- 
tions and manufadures , muft encourage and add 
vivacity to the induftry of the farmer and artii^cer« 

'** Append. 11. a la Eduq. P<^ n* <4* 9i* 
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BOOK Nor does the kipgdom profit only hy what it ex- 
yiii. ports, it derives advaatage likcwife from "what it 
receives in return , and has the profped of being 
foon able to fupply itfclf with feveral commodities 
of extcnfive coirfumptidn , for ^hich it formerly- 
depended on foreigners. The confamption of 
fugar in Spain is perhaps as great in proportion to 
the number of its inhabitants , as that of any Eu- 
ropean kingdom. But though pofTefled of coun« 
triesrih the New World , "^yhofe foil and climate are 
moft proper for rearing the fugar - cane ; though 
the dotneflic .culture of that valuable plant in the 
kingdom of Granada was once confiderable ; fuck 
has been the fatal tendency of ill-judged inftitu- 
^ons in America , and fuch the preflure of impro- 
per taxes in Europe^ that Spain has loft almoft 
,entircly this branch of induftry > which has enriched 
other nations. This commodity , which has now 
become an article of primary neceflity in Europe, 
the Spaniards were obliged to purchafe of foreign* 
ers, and had the mortification to fee their coun- 
;try* drained annually of great fums on that ac* 
count "*. But if that fpirit, which the permiffion 
of free trade has put in motion , fliall pcrfcvere in 
its efforts with the fame vigor, the cultivation oi 
fugar in Cuba and Porto -Rico may increafe fo 
much , that in a few years , it is probable , that 
their growth of fugars may be equal to the demand 
^ of the kingdom. 
Fret tradt . Spain has been induced ^ by her experience of the 

"* Uftariz, c. 94. 
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beneficial confequences relulting from Having re- Boon, 
laxed fbme^frbat of the rigor of her ancient law^ viir. 
withrefped to the commerce t)f the motherK:6uii- ^«»w€€nth« 
try with the colonies, to permit' i more libefra! in- *®****'"^ 
tercourfe of one colony #ith- another. By one of 
the jealous maxims of th^ bW fyftem , all the pro- " 
vinces fituated on the Sbuth-Seas were prohibitet! , 
under the moft fevere penalties , from holdfing any 
itommumcation with one another. Though each 
of thefe yield peculiar produftions , the reciprocal 
exchange of which might hive adde'd to the iiappi* 
nefs of their refpedive inhabitants , or have fiacili* 
tated their progrefe in ihduftry, fo foli'citous was • 
the Council of the Indies , to prevent their reeeiviw 
any fupply of their wantsj ,. but by tHe pferiodlial 
fleets from Europe, that in'o^der to guard-tgainft 
this , it cruelly debarred the Spaniards in Ptru ;- iii 
the fouthern provinces of Nfew Spain , in Guatimala ^ 
and the New Kingdom of Granada, from (udhtL 
corfefpondence with theirftWow^fubjefts, as tended 
manifeftly ta their mutual prolperity. Of till' the nu* 
merou^ reftriftions devifedby^psliftlorfeeunrigth^ 
exclufive trade with her Ani^ricaii fettlemewfe , f^ri6 
perhaps was more illiberal , none feemsHo tlli^^b^etl 
more fenfibly felt, or to haVe produced morellWt^ 
ful effeds. This gricvancd^^^^Obcval with the' fetHe* 
ments of S'pain in the countries fituated on tdt PacMii 
Ocean, isf ^t lafl tcdtefttA.)!^ the year *j^4i 
Charle$ III. publifiied an edia$; grantitigtoifiie^Mit 
vaft provinces which I have motioned, the privilege 
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I Q K c)iafce« trade with each Other"*, What may be the 

\UU e&(^s of opening thi^CQi^municapon between counv 

fries deftined by the^ir ^lUi^tion for reciprocal inter^ 

* course,; cannqt yec be det^rrpiocc^.by experience* 

They cm hardly fail ofrbeiag beneficial and cxtenfi vew 

.The motives for granting this pcrmiflipn are raani^- 

fefUy no leiiB laudable ;» than the principle on which it 

is founded is liberal i aqd bpth difcover the progrel^ 

of a fpirit in Spain 9 far elevated abpve the narrow 

prejudice^ and maxims on which her fyftjcm for rer 

gulatiiig the trade ^ and conduding the governs 

ment of her colonies , was originally founded. 

Ifewregu- At the fame time that Spain has been intent 

l^^ioos con, 00 introducing regulations , fuggelled by more en*- 

^o7e«n!ent larged view$ of policy » into her fyftem of Ame* 

ofthf^W ric^Hi^Qmmerce , (he has not been inattentive to 

tb^jiotetior government, of her colonies. Here too 

thpre was 'much room for reformation and improve* 

mfint , ;ind Don Jofeph Galve^, who has now the 

(iire^ion of the d^parrtment for Indian affairs in 

Spain , has Enjoyed the befl; opporcuniti^i^ not only 

pi obfbrving the defe^ and corruption in the po« 

litical fj^ame c^ the colonies « but of dif^pvering 

the. fo^rdes of thofe evils. After being employed 

fei^en ye^s in the New. World on an extraordinary 

i^iilion , and -with, vcryj extenfive powci^ ^ as in* 

%WdVor-g4neral of. New Spain; ^ft^r vifiting in 

perfon jtihe. reitv>t?t provinces pf Cin^lpai Sooora^ 

mid Qalifc^nia s m^ making fevfsral imporiwt 

•., '■>^:-', '. ■ .'Oin.:--.... 'V - 

Real Cedula penes me. FonZj^ Viage* dftElpagna, vi. 
Prologa, p,. a, UOTE tXVUL 
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alterations in the (late of their police and revenue; 
he began his miniftry with a general re&irmation 
of the tribunals of juftifce in America; In confe- 
quence of the progrefs of population and Ai^ealth 
in the colonies , the bufmef^ of the Courts of Au- 
dience has increafed fo much , that the number of 
judges of which they were originally compofed , has 
been found inadequate to the growing labors and 
duties of the office, and the lalaries fettled upcm theni 
have been deemed inferior to the dignity dF the 
ftation. As a remedy for both, he obtained a royal 
edid , ellablifhing an additional number of judges in 
each court of Audience , with higher titles , and more 
ample appointments "\ 

To the fame intelligent minifler Spain is in* 
debted for a new diftribution of government in its 
American provinces. Even fince the eftablilb* 
ment of a third viceroyalty in the New Kingdom 
of Granada , fo great is the extent of the Spanifh 
dominions in the New World , that feveral places 
fubjed to the jurifdidion of each viceroy , were at 
fuch an enormous diftance from the capitals ia 
which they refided, that neither their attention^ nor 
their authority ^ could reach fo far. Some pror 
vinces fubordinate to the viceroy of New Spain , 
lay abpve two thouland miles fr<5bi Mexico. There 
were countries fubjedl to the viceroy of Peru ftill 
farther from Lima. The people in thofe remote 
.diflrids could hardly be laid to enjoy the benefit of 
civil government The oppreffion and infoltAce 
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t o o IT of its inferior ininiflers they often feel , and rather 
VIU. fubmit to thcfe in filcnoe, than involve themldves 
in the expenfe and trouble of reforting to the c!i& 
tant capitals , vrhere alone tbey can find redrefs. 
New Vict. As a remedy for this , a fourth viceroyafty has 
AJg!???^, been eredrd , to the juri(didlion of which are fub- 
on Rio de la jeded the provinces of Rio de la Plata, Buenos- 
^^ Ayres, Paraguay, T^icunian, Potofi, Sta Cruz de 
la Sierra, Cbarcas, and the towns of Mendoza 
and St. Juaa. By this well-judged arrangement, two 
advantages are gained. All the inconveniencies occa- 
fiooed by the remote fituation of thofe provinces » 
which had been long felt , and long complained of, 
are , in a great meafure , removed. The countries 
moft diftant from Lima are feparated from the vicc- 
' ; royalty of Peru, and united under a fupcrior , whoffe - 
feat of government at Buenos-Ayrcs , wiJ! be com- 
ttodiouftandacceAible. The contraband trade with 
the Portu^efe^ which was become fo extenfjve; 
lis molt have put a fiqrtl ftop to the exportation of 
:commoditf^ froni^Spain to her fouthcm colonies, 
nay t^ checked i^d^re thoroughly, and with greater 
facility , when the ftiprerae magiftrate , by his vi« 
cinity 00 the places in which it is^ carried on, caa 
view'its progrefs and effecfts with his own eyes^ 
'Don Pedro ZevaHos , who has been raifed to this 
ieW* dignity , with ajppointments equal to thofe of 
thtr »6lhfcr viceroys ; is well acquainted both with 
llii ftm^e and. the interefl of the countries ovet 
Hvhieb he is tb ptefide , liaving ferved in them long, 
und with diflindion. By this difmemberment , 
fucceedidg^^ 'W^h'ftiok p^cc ii( the! ere^on ojf 
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Ae viceroyalty of the New Kingdom of Granada, book 
almofl: two-third parts of the territories originally vlit. 
fubjedl to the viceroys of Peru , are now lopped off 
from their jarifdidion. 

The limits of the viceroyalty of New Spain have New govern* 
likewife been conndcrably circumfcribed, and witb^^"^^"^^' 
no lefs prdpriety and difcernment. Four of its nDr«,&c. 
moft remote provinces , Sonora , Cihaloa , Califor- 
nia /and New Navarre ,' have been formed into a 
•feparate government The Chevalier de Croix ^ who 
is intrufted with this command , is not dignified with 
the title of viceroy , nor does he enjoy the appoint- 
ments belonging to that rank, but his jurifdicflioii 
is altogether independent on the viceroyalty of New 
Spain. The eredtion of this laft government feems 
to have been fuggefted , not only by the confidcration 
of the remote fituation of thofe provinces from Mipx- 
ico ; but by attention to the late difcoveries iiiad^ * 
there, which I have mentioned **'. Countries con^ 
taining the richeft mines of gold -that have hi^thertp 
teen difcovered in the New World , apd wnic^h 
probably may arife into fuch importance, req^uirea 
the immediate iqfpedlion of a governor, to. whom 
they fhould be fpecially committed. As every con- 
fideration of duty , ofintereft, and i 
concur in prompting thofe new gov 
rage fuch exertions as tend to difful 
profperity through the provinces coi 
charge, the beneficial effetJls. of t1 
may be confiderable. Mahy diftri 
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B 6 o K long deprefTed by the languor and feeblenefs natur^ 
Yin. to provinces which compofe the extremities of an 
overgrown empire , mav be animated with vigor 
and a<5livity , when brought fo near the feat of power, 
as to feel its invigorating influence. 
Attcmptf to . Such , fince the acceflion of the princes of the 
mewT *o^ Houfe of Bourbon to the throne of Spain , has been 
Key. the progrefs of their regulations , and the gradual 

expanfion of their views with refped to the com- 
merce and government of their American colonies. 
. Nor has their attention been fd entirely engrofled 
^ by what related to the more rcnfiote parts of their 
dominions , as to render them negledtful of what wa^ 
ftill more important, the reformation of domeftic 
errors and defeds in policy. Fully fenfible of the 
caqfes to which the declenfion of Spain , from her 
former profperity , ought to be iipputed ; they have 
made it a great objedl of their policy , to revive a 
fpirit of induftry among their fubjeAs , and to give 
fuch. extent and perfedlion to their manufadures , 
that they may be able to fupply the demands of 
America from their own (lock , and to exclude fq. 
Veigners from a branch of commerce whidi has beeti 
fo fatal to the kingdom. This they have endea- 
voured to accpmprifh, by a variety of edids iflued 
fiiice the peace of Utrecht. They have granted 
.bounties, fdr the encouragement of fome branches 
of jnduftry ; they have lowered thp taxes on others.; 
ihey have either ejitirely prohibited, or have loaded 
Vfith additional duties , fuch foreign manu&dur<^ 
*as come in competition with their own ; they have 
iniiituted focieties for the improvement of trade 
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and agriculture ; they have planted colonies of huf- B o ok 
bandmen in fome uncultivated diftrifts of Spaia, viii. 
and divided among them the Nvafte fields ; they 
Jiave had recourfe to every expedient , deviled by 
Commercial. wifdom, ,or commercial jealoufy , for 
reviving their own induflry , and difcountenancing 
that of other nations. Thefe , however ^ it is not 
vay province to explain, or to inquire into their pro- 
priety and eiSeds. There is no effort of legiflation 
more arduous j no exper^Aent ia policy ;raore un- 
;certain, than an attempt to revive the Ipirlt qf 
induftry where it has declined j or to introduce it 
•where it is unknown. Nations , already poffeflipfl 
of extcnfive commerce , enter into competition with 
fuch advantages , derived from the large capitals 
and cxtenfive credit of their merchants , the dexte- 
rity of their manufaAurers , the alertnefs acquired 
-*by habit in every department of bufmefe, that the ^ 
ftate which aims at rivalling , or fupplanting them, 
xnnft expeA to ftruggle with many difficulties, and 
be content to advance flowly. If the quantity, jc^f 
produdive induftry, now in Spain, be compare^ 
with that of the kingdom utidH^ the laft liftle& 
xnonarchs of ^he Auftrian line , its [llogrefs muft 
)ippear confiderable and i$ fulficent to alarm the 
jealoufy, and to call forth the raoft vigorous et 
forts, of the nations now in pofTe^Ion of the lucra? 
tive trade which the Spaniards aim at^wrefting from 
them. One circumftance may render thofe cx^r^ 
tipns of Spain an object of more (erious attention 
to the other European powers. They are not to be 
afcribed whoUy to the influence pf the crown and 
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BOOK its mihifters. Tlie Sentiments and fpirit of the 
ViiL people feem to fecond the provident care of their 
monarchs , and to give it greater cffed. The na- 
tion has adopted more liberal ideas , not only with 
refped to commerce , but domeftic policy. In all 
the later SpanijQi writers , defeds in the arrange- 
jfaents of their country concerning both are ac- 
knowledged , and remedies propofed , which igno- 
rance rendered their anceftors incapable of difcern- 
ing, arid pride would not have allowed them to 
:, confefs "\ But after all that the Spaniards hav6 
done, much remains to do. Many pcrhicious infti- 
tutions and abufes, deeply incorporated with the 
Cyftem of internal policy and taxation , which has 
been long eftablifliedin Spain , mull be aboliflied, 
before induftry and manufadures can recover ati 
extenfive adivity/ 

CoBtfibiiiii Still , however , the commercial regulations of 
Spain with rcfped to her colonies , are too rigid 
and fyftematical to be carried into complete exc- 
tiition. The legiflature that loads trade with im- 
pofuions too heavy , or fetter^ it by reftridions too 
fcvere , defeats m own intention ; and is only mul- 
tiplying thtr inducements to violate its ftatutes , 
?|nd propofing a hjgh premium to encourage 
illicit traffic. The Spaniards , both ia Europif 
and America , being circumfcribed in their mutual 
intetcourfe by the jealoufy of the crown j or 
opprefled by its cxadions , have their invention 
fcontinually on the ftretch how to elpde its edids. 

* ^** See NOTE LXIX. ' ^ 
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The vigilance and ingenuity of private intcreft dif- b p k 
cover means of effeding this, which public wif-. viii# 
dona cannot forefee, nor public authority prevent. 
This fpirit , counteradling that of the laws , per- 
vades the conunerce pf Spain with America in all 
its branches ; and from the higheft departments ia 
government^ defcendstu the loweft. The very of- 
ficers appointed to check contraband trade , are 
often employed as inflruments in carrying it on ; 
and the boards inflituted to reftrain and punilh it, 
are the channels through which it flows. The 
king is fuppofed , by the moft intelligent Spanilh 
writers , to be defrauded by various artifices , of 
more than one half of the revenue which he ought 
to receive from America"^ ; and as long as it is the 
intereft of fo many perfons to fcre^n tbefe artifices 
from detection , the knowledge of them will never 
reach the throne. " How many ordinances , fays 
^ Gorita, how many inllrudions, how many let* 
" ters from our fovereign , are fei^t in order to cor- 
^^ red abufes , and how litdc are they obferved ^ 
•* and what fmaill advantage is derived from them ! 
^' To me the old obfervation appears juft, that 
^ where there are many phyficians , and many 
" medicines, there is a want of health; where there 
are many laws , and many judges , there is want 
of juftice. W^ have viceroys , prefidents , go* 
vernors , oydors , corrigidors , alcaldes, and thou- 
fands of alguazils abound every where ; but not- 
withftanding all thefe , public abufes continue to 
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book" multiplyA"*. "^ Time has mcreafcd the evils whicH 
vill. he lamented as early as the reign of Philip 11. A 
fpirit of corruption has infeded all the colonies of 
Spain in America. Men far removed from the 
feat of government ; impatient to acquire wealth { 
that they may return fpeedily from what they arc 
2pt to confider as a (late of exile in a remote un« 
healthful country ; allured by opportunities too 
tempting to be refitted , and feduced by the e^* 
ample of thofe around them ; find their fentiments^ 
of honor and of duty gradually relax. In private 
life , they give themfeives up to a diflblute luxury i, 
while in their public condudl they become unmind* 
ful of what they owe to their fovereiga and to theii"- 
dountry. 
Trade be. Before I clofc this account of the Spanifh trade 
s^u mT ^^ America, there remains one detached, but im- 
the Philip, portant branch of it, to be mentioned. Soon aftec^ 
pints. j^£^ acceflion to the throne, Philipp 11. formed a 
fcheme of planyng a. colony in the Philippine 
iflands , which had been negleded fince the time of 
their difcovery; and he accompliflied it by means 
is«4. of an armament fitted out from New Spain "'. Ma- 
nila, in the ifland of Luconia, was the ftation 
chofen for the capital of this new eftablifliment 
From it an adive commercial intertourfe began 
with the Chinefe, and a confiderable number of 
that induftrious people , allured by the profped of 
gain, fettled in the Philippine iflands under the 

''* MS. penes me. 

'" Torquem. i. lib. v. c. 14. ' ; 
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Spanilh protcdion. TThey fupplied the colony fo B o o K 
amply with all the valuable produftions and manu- vnL 
failures of the Eaft, as enabled it to open a trade 
with America , by a courfe of navigation , the longeft 
from land to land on our globe. In the infancy 
of this trade , it was carried on with Callao , on 
the coaft of Peru ; but experience having difco- 
vercd the impropriety pf ftxing upon that as the 
port of communication with Manila, the ftaple 
pf the commerce between the eaft and weft was 
Removing from Callao to Acapulco, on the coaft 
of New Spain. ' 

After various arrangements, it has been brought • 
into a regular form. One or two Ihips depart an» 
ijHially from Acapulco , which are permitted to carry 
put filver to the amount of five hundred thoufand 
pefos "*, but they have hardly any thingelfe of value 
on board ; in return for which , they bring backi 
fpices , driigt^ china , and japan wares , calicoes , 
chintz, muflios, filks, and every precious article, 
with which the benignity of the climate , or the 
ingenuity of its people, has enabled the Eaft to fup; 
ply the reft of the world* For fome time the mer« 
chants ol Peru were admitted to participate in, this 
traffic , and might fent annually a fhij^ to Acapulco , 
to wait the arrival pf the veilels fron^ Manila, and 
receive a proportional fliare of the commodities 
which they imported. At length , thei Peruvians 
were excluded from thi$ trade by moft rigorous 

"• Rccop. lib. ix. c. 45. I (. 
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BOOK edids, and all the conamodities from the Eafl; r&> 
Till, ferved folely for the confumption of New Spain. 
In confequeiice of this indulgence , the inhabits 
ants of that country enjoy advantages unknown 
in the other Spanilb colonies. The inanufa:(^res 
of the Eaft are not only roore fuited to a warm 
climate , and more fiiowy than thofe of Europe, 
but can be fold at a lower price; while ^ at the fame 
time , the profits upon them are fo confideraJble , as 
to enrich all thofe who are employed , either in 
bringing them from Manila , or vending them in 
New Spain. As the intered both of the buyer and 
^ ^ feller concurred in favoring this branch of com- 
merce, it has continued to extend in fpite of regu- 
lations , concerted with the moft anxious jealoufy to 
circumfcribe it. Under cover of wh^ the laws 
permit to be imported, great quantiti^ of India 
goods are poured into the markets of New Spain "\ 
and when the flota arrives at Veil t^ruz. from 
Europe , it often finds the wants of the people 
already fupplied by cheaper and more acceptable 
commodities. 

There is not, in the commercial arrangements 
of Spain, any circumftance more inexplicable than 
the permiffion of this trade between New Spain 
and the Philippines, or more repugnant to its fun* 
damental maxim of holding the colonies in^perpe* 
tual dependence on the mother- country , by pro^ 
hibiting any commercial intercourie that might 

*" Sec NOTE LXX* . . ' 
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country ^bich tbcy coqfidcrcd, in fomc rtieafure, 
as theif porertt ftate » before the court of Madrid - 
iFt^^s aware of its confequences , or could eftablifll 
tegtilatiori^ in order to prevent it. Marly reroon* 
(Irances have been prefeoted againft this trade, a» 
detrinaental to Spain, by divetting into another" 
channel^ a large portion of thait treafuref which 
ought, to ,fiovtr into the kiitgdom , as tending to 
^ive rifp to a fpirjt of independence in th^ colonies^ 
^nd to entourage infnnnierabJe frauds^ againfl: Mrhich 
|t is impoflTible to guard, in tran(adtons (o fat 
tcnttoved frorii the infpe^on of government But, 
9S it requires no flight efibrt of political vsrifdonf 
fmd y\^T to abbtilb any pra^ice which numberg 
Mt intec^Qed infupporting, ap^ to which ttroe has 
^dded.the iandipn of its authority, the comndercc' 
|>etween New Sp^in and Manila feeois to be as coi>- 
jfiderabfe as ^Ver, ?tnd naay be eonfidered as ontf 
chief caufe of the elegance and fplendor confpi- 
caoQS in thi^ part of t1^ Spanifh dominiops. 

Bpt ootwithftatidiflg this general corruption in p^^^^^^^^ 
the colonics Af Spuin, ^nd fhe diminmioa df the wtnuthom 
Vol. IIL Z 
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Book income belonging to tlie public, occafioned by the. 
Vtilk illicit importations made by foreigners » as Veil a^ 
by the various frauds of vrhich the colonifts them« 
felves arc guilty in theii' commerce with the parent 
ftate; the SpaniQi monarchs receive a very conii* 
derable revenue from jbeir American dominions. 
' 'This arifes from taxes of various kinds, vrhich 
may be divided into three capital branches. The 
firft contains what is paid to the king , as fove« 
reign , or fuperior lord of the New World : to thii 
cla& belongs the duty on the gold and jfilver raifed 
from the mines, and the tribute exadted from the 
Indians ; the former is termed by the Spaniards the 
riyht of Jignory^ the latter is the duty of vajfcdage. 
The fecond branch comprehends the numerous du« 
ties upon commerce , which accompany and bpprefSk 
it in' every ftep of its progrefe, from the greateft 
tranfadions of the wholefale merchant, to the petty 
traffic of the vender by retail. The* third includes 
what accrues to the king, as head of the church, 
and adminiftrator of eccfefiafticalfunds in the New 
World. In confequcnce of this he receives the firft 
fruits, annates, fpoils, and other fpiritual revenues^ 
levied by the apoftolic chamber in Europe ; and is 
entitled, likewife, to the profit arifing from the fate 
of the bull of Cruzado. This bull, which is^pul>> 
Hlhed every twO years , contains ; an abfolution from 
pafl offences by the pope , arid , among other immu^ 
nities, apermiffion to eatjfeveral kinds of prohibited 
food, diiringLent^, and On meagre days. Themonks 
employed in difperfing thbfeT>ulls , extol their vir- 
tues* vitb all the fervor of interelled eloquence ; 
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the people, ignorant and credulous y liften with im* 9 o o ^ 
plicit afTenc; and every perlbn in the Spanifh co- yni* 
lonies , of European , Creolian , or mixed rac^ , pur- 
chafes a bull , which is deeoied eflential to his faU 
vation , at the rate fet upon it by government "*. , 

What may be the amount of thofe various funds , lu ampnar. 
it is almoft impollible to deternnine with precifion. 
.The extent of theSpanilb donainions in An^erica, 
the jealoufy of government, which renders them 
inacceflible to foreigners, the myfterious filencc 
which the Spaniards are accuftomed to obfervc 
with refped to the interior ftate of their colonies, 
combine in covering this fubjeft with a veil 
which it is not eafy to remove. But an account, 
apparently no lefs accurate than it is curious { 
h^ lately , been publiOxed of the royal revenue • 
in New Spain , from which we. may form fomc 
idea with refped to what is colleded in th^ other 
provinces. According to that account,, the crown 
does not receive from all the departments of 
taxation in New Spain above a miUion of. our 
money , from which one half muft be deduded 
as the expenfe of the provincial eftablifliment "*• 
Peru , it is probable , yields a fum not inferior to 
this|^ and if we fuppofe that all the other regions 
of America, including the illands, furnilh a third 
fliarc of equal value, wc fliall not perhaps be far 
wide frpn^ the truth, if we conclude, that the nee 
public revenue of Spain , raifcd in America , doc? 
not exceed a million and a half fleriin^. This 

^•* Sec NOTE LXXi '" See NOTR LXXH. 
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§ b b K fells' f^f flwJrt^of the immenfe- foms to which fup- 
tiit paCttiotts , founded upon conjcAnrc , havt raifed 
th^ SpanHir ffevenite in Ameridi *". It is retnark- 
aMc, hbwever, uport one acioont. Spain and Por- 
tugal *re the only European powers , who derive 
- a diredl teventre from their colonies. All the ad- 
trantage that accroes to other nation^, from their 
American dominions , arifes from the cxclnfivc 
enjoyment of their trade; bat befide tbtsv Spain 
has brought her colonies to contribute tbwarcb 
increafirfg the power of db^ ftatej and in retnrb 
for protfecaiioflj'to bear a proportional fhare of the 
coihnton btrrden. 
'Accordingly , the fiim which I have ebmptited 
to be the amount of the Spanifh revenue from 
America, arife^ whoHy from the taxes collc<fte<t 
there, and is far from being the whole of what ac- 
erues to the king from bis dominions m'the New 
Worid. The heavy duties ^mpofed on the com^ 
inoditid^ exf>ortedfrom Spain to America '^^i'as well 
as what is paid by thdfe which fhe fends home in 
return ; the tax upon the negroe-flaves , with which 
Africa fupplies the New World , together ivith fe- 
Veral fmaller branches of finance , bringj^ large fums 
into the treafory , the precife extent of Whictf I can- 
iTot pretend to afcertMn. . 

Kxpcafeof '' Bttt if the revenue which Spain draws ffom 
adminiftrv America be great , the expenfe of adminiftration 
isA Ijter colonies bears proportion to it. In every 
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<kpartm0ni:« even of 'hex 46s;nt(k%Q picdiM and tool 
finances, Spain has adopted a fyftem more conif VUh 
plex , and rnore tncurobci^ vrith a variety of tri- 
bunals, and a multitude of officers, thaii that ct 
any Europc^ny^ion^in which die fovcrcign pofe 
fcffes foch cxtenfiVe power. From the jcakms fpirit 
with wbidh Spain watches over her Amecican (cttJcf 
ments , and her endeavours to ^ard .i^inft feau^ 
in province* fo renwHti from infpetfbon ; boards 
^Uid officers have been multiplied there ¥f»lh (yU 
nipre anxious attention. In a couniry where tbc 
expenfe of living is grea^,, the ialaries atioti«d (o 
every perfon in pvblit office mvA be liigb^ and 
fDuft load the revenue ^ih an immense buiKleit. 
The Parade of government great]y auMif nts Ae 
weight of it. Tkt viceroys of Mexico , Bent ^ and 
the New kingdom of <]branada , as r^prcfentativos 
of the king's peribn ^ among people food of ofteo* 
tation , maintain all the (late aud digdiiy of royaltyv 
Their courts ape formed upon the model dE thdt 
at Madrid, with horfe and foot glsards^ ahenle* 
bold reguhrly eftablifli^ed, numerous attendants^ 
and enfigus of power, difp^ying^fecli pomp, as 
hardly retains the appearance of a delegated ouitho^ 
rity. AH the expedfe incurred hy fopporting (die 
external and permanent order' of govenaovent is. 
defrayed by the crown. The viceroys have befides. 
peculiar appointments foitsed to th^ exaked fta^ 
tion. The fidavies fixed by law are indeed ex- 
treipely moderate ; that of the viceroy of Pieru is 
only thirty thpu&nd ducats ; 4^d tbatof tfae viceroy 
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BOOK of Mexico , twenty tb'oufanid ducats "*. Ot late, they 
viif. have been raifed to forty tboufand. 

' Thefe falarics , however , conftitute but a fmall 
part of the revenue enjoyed by the viceroys. The 
exercife of an abfolute authority extending to every 
department of government, and the power of dit 
pofmg of many lucrative offices , afford them innu* 
merable opportunities, of accumulating wealth. To 
thefe , which may be confidered as legal and allowed 
emoluments, large Xums are often added by ex* 
adions, which in countries fo far removed from 
the feat of government , it is not eafy to difcqvcr, 
and impollible to reftrain. By monopolizing fome 
branches of commerce, by a lucrative concern in 
'othets , by conniving at the frauds of merchants, 
a viceroys may ralfe fuch an annual revenue , as no 
{vhjtA of any European monarch enjoys "'. From 
the fingie article of prefents made to him on the 
annivedary of his Name-day ( which is always ob- 
ferved as a high feftival), I am informed that a 
vicCToy has i)een known to receive fixty thoufand 
pefos. According to a Spanilh faying, the legal 
revenues of a viceroy are Jcnown , his real profits 
depend upon his opportunities and his confciencei 
Senfible of this, the kings of Spain, as I have 
formerly: obferved , gram;, a commiflion to their 
viceroys only*for a few years. This circumftancei 
however, renders, them often more rapacious , and 
add^ to the ingenuity! and ardor wherewith they 

"* Rccop. lib. iiiitit. ai. c 72. . ^ 

"' Sec NOTE LXXV. 
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labor to improve every moment of power which B o o Ir 
they know is haflening fed to a period ; and ihort VIII4 
as its duration is , it ufually affords fufficient time 
for repairing a Ihattered fortune, or for creating a 
new one. JSut even in (ituations fo trying to. hu« 
man frailty , there are inftances of virtue that re- 
mains unfeduced. In the year 1772, the Marquis 
de Croix finilhed the term of his viceroyalty in 
New Spain with unfufpeded integrity; and in- 
(lead of bringing home exorbitant wealth , returned 
with the admiration and applaufe of a grate* 
ful people » whom his government had rendered^ 
happy. 
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KOTE I. p. i/ 

In tracing the progrers of^ ^ Spanifli arms in Neur 
fiptfiv ive.lniae followed Qatefi hiai&lf as our moft 
certain guide. His difpatches to the emperor contain a 
fXBfiDte aGCbuBe of Ms opendaofts. But the unlettered 
c O Mtuft** ^ Fccu . was incapable of relating htS: own 
mLfiok$. Our jtifornuttion with refped to them , and Qther 
tttmbOionu in ftxu^ is derived howei^r &om cbiuen^orary 

. Tiv niDii eariy accont^ of Pizarro's tnnfatSioitt in 
Peru 9 was pokliilied by FraociTco de Xerez, his leqretary^ 
it Is a £in{Ae unadodmed morative , carded down no fkr^ 
dfar than.^Q dbatfa of Atahualpa, in f ^n : for the author 
returned to Spain in i^Hy ^^d foon after he landed ^ 
primed it SsvAk his flrat liiftotry of the Conqueft of 
Feni ^ oddcefled id tbe eqiperor. 

* 0cm Stdbffb Saadio^ an officer who ferved under Pizarro^ 
&ew up an i»oount of fais exped^n , which was tranilated 
into I^aa by Kanm&o, ?sid ii^erted in his valuable 
tatieSoKm^ iwt has never been publiiked in its original 
Jafigoage. SindK) returned to S^;vain at the lame time 
with jferes. Giieat msdk is due to wbat both thefe authors 
l^iaie ^oojucen^g cfae pregrefs and operations of Tizarro ; 
but the refidehce of die Spaniardfi in Poti fa»l been fo ibort» 
«t:«ii^ Am ^HifQ ttey lek^ , vid th^ iotcrcourfc wiA 
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the natives To (lender, that their knowledge of the Fennrum 
manners and cuftoms is very Jmper&d. 

The next contemporary hiftorian is Pedro Cieza de 
Leon , who publiOied bis Chronica del Pern , at Seville , in 
i^^}. If he had ^finifhed all that he pr(^[K>fes in the 
general divifion of his work , it would have been the moft 
comfdete hiftory which had been publifhed of any regk)n 
in the New World. He was well qualified to execute it , 
haying ferved during feyenteen years in America^ apd 
having vifited in perfon moft of the provinces ccmoeming 
which he had occaiion to write. But pnly the firft part 
ofhisChroniclf has been printed. It eontains a defcription 
of Peru , and feveral of the adjacent provinces , wiJi an 
account of the inftitutions and cuftoms of the natives, and 
is written with fo little art , and fucb an a(q>arent rq^rd 
for truth , tliat one muft regret the lols of the odier parts 
of his worfc 

This lofs is amply fuppKed by Don Augufiine Zarate , 
who.publiflied, in i^^^, his Hifloria dd DeTcubrimiento 
y Conquifta de la Provincia del Peru* Zarate was a man 
of rank and educadon , and employed in Peru as comp^ 
troUer-general of the public revenue. His hiftory, whether 
we attend to its matter or compofition , is. a book of 
confiderable merit ; as he had opportunity to be well in. 
formed, and feems to have been inquifitive with rdpeft to 
the manners and tranf»3ions of die Peruviaas, great credit 
is due to his teftimony. 

Don Diego Fernandez publifhed his Hifloria del Fern » 
in I $7 1. His fole objeA is to relate the diflenBons and 
civil wars of the Spaniards in that empire. ' As he ferved 
in a public ftation in Peru , and was well acquainted both 
with the country , and with the principal adors in thdis 
lingular fcehes which he defcribes , as he pofTdfisd fomi 
vnderibuiding , and great impartiaKty, this work may be 
ranked ^among diofe of the hiftorians moft diftinguifhed fot 
their induftry in refearch , or their capKaty in judgmg with 
refpeft to the events which they relate. 

The laft author who can, be reckoned, among die con- 
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temporary hiflorians of the conqneft pf Peru , is GarcllaiTo 
dc Ih Vega, Inoa. t^or though ^e firft part of his urork , 
entided , Commentarios Reaies del Origen de los lHca$ 
Reyes dtl Peru , was not publiflicd fooncr than the year 
1609, ftventy-fix years after the death of Atahualpa the 
laft empetor, yet as he was bom in Peru , and was the 
fbn of an officer of diftin€tion among the Spanifli conquerors, 
by a Coya^ or lady of the royal race, on account of 
ssAixch. he always took the name of Inca^ as he was mafter 
of the language fpoken by the Incas, and acquainted with 
the traditions of his countrymen , his authority is rated very 
high, and often placed above that of all the other hiflorians. 
His work, however, is little more than a commentary 
iipg^ the Spanifh writers of the Peruvain ftory, and 
Compofed of quotations taken from the authjws whom I haH 
mentioned. This is the idea which he himfelf gives of it, 
Lib. i. c. 10. Nor, is it in the account of iacfts only^at 
he follows ^em fervildy. Even in explaining die inftitutions 
and rites of bis anceflors, his information feems not to 
be more perfbft than tjheirs. His explanation of the Quipos 
is almoft die fkme with that of Acofta He produces no 
, fpecimen of Peruvian poetry , but that wretched one which 
he borrows from BlasTalera, an early aiiffionary, whofc 
lilemoirs have never been publilhed. Lib. ii. c. if. As 
for compofitibn , arrangement, or a capacity of diftingiiilhing 
between what is fabulous ; what is probable , and what is 
true , one fearches for them iil vain in the commentaries 
of the tnca. His work , however, notwidiftanding its 
great defeAs, is not .altogether deftitute of ufe. Some 
traditions which he received from his countrymen are 
preferved in !t His knowledge of the Peruvian language 
has enabled him to Corrcdt fome errors of the Spanifli 
writets, and he has infertedin it fome curious fads, taken 
from authors whofc works were never publiflicd, and are. 
now loft. 
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v7nE may form an idea both of the hardihips which 
they endured, stnd of the fickUncfi; of ^be regions which 
they vifited ,^ from the extj:aQrdiQary mprJ^Uty that 
prevailed among them. Fizarro carried Q^t 112 mea « 
Almagro 70, In k4 than nine months ,1 )^ of thefe died. 
Few fell by the fword^ moft of them were cut off by 
di&afes. Xexez, g. igo. 

NOTE in. p. ft>. 

J. His iflandi Jays Hexrert, tt trader^ Co umoom^irt' 
able by the itnwbok(bmeiie(s.of its climate, it$ impenetrable 
woods ^ its rugged mountains^ aad the miiltitudf of infeds 
and reptiles , that it is feldom loy fofter epithet ihati 
that of infernal is em^ojred in defcnbLc^i it. The fim 
is aimoft never feen there « and throughout the year it 
hardly ever ceafts to tain. Dec |. lib. x^ tu |. Dampiei 
touched at this iiland in the year i6g%i scnA his acoount 
of the rlimafft is not more Btvpiiable. VoL L p. 172* 
He, during his eruife mi the coaflL« vifited moft of 
the jdaces where . fizarro landed^ and his defcription (h 
tihem throws liigkt oa the narratipni of the isaily .SpaniOi 
biftoiiaos. 

NOTE !▼. f^ *7* 

JDY this time hories j^ad- multipliei greatly in the Spaniffi 
. iettlements en the co;itinent» "When Cortes began his 
e;spedition in the year ifiR, though his armament wat 
more conffderable than that of Fizarro , and compofed of 
perfons fuperior in rank to thofe who invaded Feru, he 
could procure 00 more than fiictcen horfcs. 
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., IJQTB V. t>- a8« : 

N the year i74<^i D- Ant. Ulloa, and D. George Juan, 
travelled from Gusyguil tq Wotupe, by the fame route 
which Pizarro took. From the defcription of their journej^ 
one may forpi an Jdea of the difficulty of his marclu The 
fatidy plains between St. Michjtel dc JPieura and Motupe 
extend* 90 miles , without water , without a tree ^ a planc^^ 
jor any green things on a dreary ftretcli of burning findL 
Voyage, torn. i. ^. I99, &c. 



?. . NOTI VL p. ^ 

HIS extr«migahr • ajhd , onfeafthable difeourfe' of Valverde 
ftas been cenflited by ^ hiftor tans , and with jiiftice. IJiit 
though lie fe^S fo have beeij an illiterate and bigotteS 
inpnk, noHife rSfemWitig the goiod^ dltiiedo, who accom. 
panictf Cortes ; thfe abfurdity of Ihis ad(irefsto Atahualpa muJi 
fiQt be charged wholly Upon; hitn^^ 'Vtis harangue li 
evidently ^ traiiftiitioii , . or paVaphf afc; of that form , 
Concerted by U jMtitcf ^ Spaniih divines' and lawyers in thfe 
ye»^'tS<5^, is4r explaining the right of their king to the 
ftvereignty of the. Nevr Worid , and for direAing the 
dfficers employed ife, America ho# Aey fhould lake poflef- 
ficJrt of any new cmtntry. See Tol i.^Kote x^ifi. The 
fentimeftts contained'^n Valverde*s harangue rauft not thcA 
be imputed to the bfgWed imbecility' of a partkular man, 
blit to. chat of the a^e. But Gomara and Ben2oni relate 
due' circumllance concerning Vahrerde , which , if, authen- 
tic, renders him an objeft, not of contempt only, bui 
Of horror. They alfert^ that during the whole adtion ' 
Vahrerde continued to excite the Mdiers to (laughter^ 
calling to theiA to ftrike the eniemy, not with the edge, 
but with the points of their fword*. 60m. Chron. c. i I'j: 
Benz. Hiftor. Nor. Orbis, Kb. Hi. c! }'. SueK behavioiii 
m^rcxf di^ent from tfbat of the floman Catholic; ckrg^ 
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in other parts of America, where they uniformly exerted 
their influence to proteft the Incfiaas ^ and to moderate 
the ferocity of their countrymen^ 

NOTE VIL p. H. 

X 'WO different fyftems have been formed coQceming 
the condud of Atahualpa. The Spanifh writers ^ in order 
to juftify the violence of their countrymen, contend, that 
all the Inca's profefTibns of fnendihip were feigned ; and 
that his intention in agreeing to an intehriew ' with Pizarro 
at Caxamaica , was to cut off him and his followers at one 
blow ; that for tiiis purpole he- adv&nced with fuch a 
numerous body of attendants, who had arms conceal^ 
,imd€;r their garments to execute this fobetp^e. This is ^e 
account given by Xerez and Zarate^ and adopted by^ 
Herrera. But if it^ had been the plan of the^ Inca to deifaroy 
the Spaniards, one can hardly ' imagihp . that he would 
have permitted them to march unmoleiied . through the 
defert of Motupe , or have negleifted to defend the paffes 
in the mountains,, where they might have been attacked 
yifith fo much ad^ant^e. If the Peruvians marched to 
Caxamaica with an intention to fall upon tl^e Spaniards ^ 
it is inconceivable . that of fo great a body of men^ 
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where to fix the prefumption of g^ilt Even amidft thd 
endeavours of the Spanifh writers to palliate the proceedingB 
of Pizarro; oftc plainly perceives, that it was his intention, 
as^ well as his intereft , to feize the Inca, and that he 
Ilad uken meafures fbr that purpofe previous to any fufpicion 
of that monarch's defigns. 

- Garcilaflb de la Vega , extremely folicitous to vindicate 
his countrymen, the Peruvians, from the crime of hating 
concerted the deftruAion of Pizarro and his followers, and 
BO lels afraid to charge the Spaniards with improper 
condnft towards the Inca, has framed another fyftem. He 
relates, that a man of majeftic form , with a long beard, 
and garments reaching to the ground; having appeared iit 
Tifionto Viracocha, the eighth Inca , and declared ; that he 
was a child of the Sun , that monarch built a temple in 
honor of this perfdn, and ereifted an Image of him^ 
refembling as nearly as poffible the fingular form in which 
he had eidhibited himfelf to his view. In this temple, divine 
honors were paid to him, by tihe name of Viracocha. P. i*. 
lib. iv. c. 21. lib. v. c. 2S. 'When the Spaniards^ fiffi; 
appeared in Peru, the length of their beards, and the 
drefs they wore, ftruck every perfon fo much with their 
lifcenefsto the image of Viracodia^ that they fuppofed them 
to be children of the Sun, who had defcehded from heaven 
^ earth. All concluded, that the fatal period of the 
Peruvian empire was now approaching , and that the throne 
would be occupied by new pofleflbrs. Atahusdpa himfelf, 
confidering the Spaniards as meflengers from heaven , was 
fo far from entertaining any thoughts of refilling them ^ 
that he determined to yield implicit obedience to their 
commands. From thofe fentiments flowed his profeflions 
of love and refpedt To thofe were owing the cordial 
reception of Soto and Fertfinand Pizarro in his caitip ,• and 
the fubmiffive reverence with Which he himfelf advanced 
to vifit the Spanifh general in his quarters ; but from the 
grofs ignorance of Philipillo, the interpreter, the dcalaration 
pfthe Spaniards, and his anfwer to* it ^ were fo iirt!tlai»cd, 
that by dieir mutual inability to compr^end o^h^ otberV 
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inCemkttis, the htai mncoanter at Caxamatof tvuh aU-iU 
^eadful Qonfequdoces , was occafioned. 

It is remarkable « that no traces of. tbk fiiperftitiou^ 
fdneratioii of the Peruviaos for the %kamarc{&, are to be 
found either in'KereZf or Sai£icho| or Zarate^ prevtouff 
to (he interview at Caxamalca ; and yet the two former 
feryed under Pizaito at that time , and the latter vifited 
Peru foon after the conqueft. If either tbe loca liimfelf^ 
or his melTei^ers, bad addrefl^d the Spaniardfi in the 
If^ords which Garcilaflb pots in their qioutbs, they muS 
liave been ftnick with fuch fiibmiilite. dectarationt ; and 
they would certainly bavc; availed themfclires of them t^ 
accotnpliih their own defigns with greater facility* Gar^ 
Cilaffo bitnfelf, tfioogh bii narrative of the intercourfe 
between the Inca and Spaniards , preoeding 4he rencounto: 
at Caxamalca , is fonnded on the fiippoBtion of bis 
beltevhig them to be Vincocbas ^ or ditrii^ beings , P. iiL 
lik L ,0* 17 , &G4: y^ with his ufiial inattention W 
Inaccuracy he admits, 4i another place ^ that the Peruvians 
did t^tit , recoiled the j^eiemb^ance betwqen them and the 
Kdd Viracocba, until the fatal di£tflers fubfecjuenc to the 
defeat at Caxamalcat, and then only began to call ihevt 
Viracocbas P. i. lib. v« c %i. This is .confirmed by 
Herrera, dec. 5* Hb, n- c. f3« In ma^ different part» 
of America, if we may believe dieSpaniQi writers , their 
eoontrymen were c^niklered as divine beings who ha^ 
d^fcemded frorfi Heaven. But. in thii infi^ice^ , as in many 
which occur in die intercoorfe between nations who& 
pfic^efs in refinement is very unequal, the idieas of thofe 
who ufed the expreffion were dififercpt : fifora the ideas of 
thofe who heard it For fuch is ^e idiom, of the Indmnf 
langsages^ or fncH is the fimpticity of thofe who fpeal 
than i that when they fee any thing with which they were 
formerly tmafcquaimed , and of which they do not bnoiiir 
the origin ; they fay , that it came down from Heaven^ 
Nognez. Ram. iii, ^27, C. 

, The account which I .have given of the fentiments andl 
procttdinga of ibft Pe^^yiana^ agpears^ t^ be more natarat 

imcl 
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jmd confiftent than cither of the two preceding, and is 
better fUpported by the fadls related by the conteaiporary 
hiftorians. 

; According to Xerez , p. 200 , two thoufand Peruvians 
were killed. Sancho makes the number of the flain fix 
or feven thoufand* Ram. iii. ^74, D. By GarcilaflbV 
account, five thoufand were maflhcred. P. ii. lib. i. c, a^. 
The number which \ have mentioned, being the medium 
between the extremes ^ may probably be near eft the 
truth. 



NOTE VIIL p. j> 



N( 



i OTftING can be a more ftriking proof of this , than 
that three Spaniards travelled from Caxamalca to Cuzco. 
Ihe diftance between them i3 fix hundred miles. In every! 
jplace throughout this great extent of country , they were, 
treated with all the honors which the Peruvians paid to 
their fovereigns , and even to their - divinities- Under 
pr^ext of amafl&ng what was wanting for the' ranfom of 
the Inca, they demanded the plates of go!|d with which 
the waUs of the Temple of th^ Sun in Cuzco were adorned ; 
and though the priefts were unwilling tp . alienate thofe 
facred ornaments , and the people refufed to violate the 
fhrine of their God, the three Spaniards, with their own 
hands , robbed the Temple of part of this valuable treafure; 
»nd fuch was jhe reverence of the natives for their 
pcrfotts^ that though they beheld this adt of facrilege 
with aftonifliment, they did not attempt to prevent 01: 
difturb the commifiion of it. Zarate , lib. ii c. 6. Sancho^ 
ap. Ramuf. iii. 37$, D. 

NOTE IX* p. 49. 

.According to Hcrrera, the fpoil of Cuzco, after 
retting apart the king's fifiJb^ was divided aniong 480 

Vol. Ill, A 9 
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perfons. Each re<feived 4000 pefos. This amounts to 
1,920,000 pefos. Dec. 5. lib. vi. a ); But as the 
general, and other officers , were entitled to a (hare far 
greater than that of the private men , the fam total muft 
have rifen much beyond what I have mentioned. Gomara, 
i, 12}. and Zarate, lib. ii. c. 8* fatis^ themfelves with 
afferting in gene^pal, that the plunder of Cuzco was of 
greater value than the ranfom of Atahualpa. 



NOTE X. p. sf. 



Nc 



1 expedition in the New World was conduced with 
more perfevering courage than that of Alvarado , and in 
xionc were greater hardfhips endured. Many of the perfons 
engaged in it were, like their leader, veterans who had 
ferved under Cortes, inured to all the rigor of American 
war. Such of my readers as have not an opportumty of 
^erufing the ftriking defcription of their fufierings by Zarate 
or Herrera, may form fome idea of the nature of Aeir 
march from the fea-coaft to Quito, by confuking the: 
account which D. Ant UUoa gives of his own journey la 
17 J (5, nearly in the fame route. Voy. torn* i. p, 178 9 
ice. or that of M. Bouguer, who proceeded from Puerto 
Viejo, to Quito, by the fame road which Alvarado took. 
He compares his own journey with that of the Spanilh 
leader, and by the comparifon, givies a molt ftriking; idea 
of the boldnefi and patience of Alvarado , in forcii^ his 
way through fo many obiffatcles. Voyage do Perou > p. 
at 9 &c. 

NOTE XI. p. 52. 

uCCORl^NG to Herrera , there was entered on account 
ot the king , in gold , 1^^9)00 pefos, and s4oo mafks 
(each 8 ounces) of filvtr, befides ftveral ye(&ls tnA 
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marks of fiiver^ Otc. s» U^ ^- ^ if- 



NOTE XII. v.(^u 



T, 



HIB P^ruyiaM not only loiit^M thf i^Uiiary ^r» ^ Ac 
Sp^^niarcte, but bad fo^wrfe (i*vi^e§ of^fertv Qwn.* Al 
^ cavalry wero the <;hi^f obw<^, of thcif «»rr«r, they 
encteavoured to render d»ei» incapable of a^ing, l|y mi^^ 
of a long thoi^ with a fy^n^ faften«d tt> «wh fiidf. THi« v 
^eo thrown by a flcilfwi biWid, twjfted ^W* tb? hwrfc 
and its rider, and en^i>gWd ^hem fc as tP phftrpd^ rtieii 
niQtiQDs. vH^rera mcniipne thW a; 9n inverttipa of theUr 
own. Dec. s/lib. viJi. p. 4, gpt as. | h^je ob&xnd ^ 
vol. ii- p- f S <^ 9 this weapon is common among feveral 
barbarous tribes towards the e]ctrem;ty pf South-Amerlca ; 
and it is more probable , that the Peruvians , had obfcrved 
the dexterity with which they ufed it in hunting, and-^ 
this occafion adopted il tfjcrafelvw. Th« Sp^tet^r, wf r« 
confiderably annoyed by it. Herr^ra; ibid. Anpi^bi^T; i^d^^ge 
of the tf^nuiiy pf tHe Peruvian* dtfi^vf s meQ^n- fiy 
turning a river put of it9 channel , t]ipy Qverflpwcd » valley, 
in which % bpdy pf the pneirjy was poftf d , fo fuddfnly:*- 
that it waa with the vtnjpft dii&fylty the S^mwdfi mi/fi 
their ck9^. H«rrera, ifo, 5. Ijj^ yiii. «, s* 

NOTE Xin. p. St. 

JtlERRERA'S acopqnt of Or^lana's vpy^* jf »het mpff 
minute y and apparently the mpil accurate. It wa$ probably 
taken frpm the journal of Oreljana himfelf. g^t the dat0% 
are not diftinAly marked. His navigation dawn the Coca g 
or Napo, begun early in February 1541 ; and h<; arrivfc) 
at the mouth of the river on the 26th of Auguft, having 
ffin» near fisven mpntha in the voyage. M. de li 
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Condamine^ in the y^^ar 174^ , (ailed from Cuem^ to 
Para i a fettlement of the Fortuguefe at the mouth of the 
river , a navigation much longer than that of Orellana , ia 
lefs than four months. Voyage, p. 179. But the two 
adventurers were very difierently provideid for the voyage. 
This hazardous undertaking , to which ambition prompted 
Orellana, and to which the love of fcience led M. de la 
Condamine, was undertaken in the year 1769, by Madame 
GodiA des Odohais , from conjugal affeAion. The narrative 
of the hardlhips which fhe fuffered, of the dangers to 
which fhe was expofed , and of the difafters which befel 
her , is one of the moft Angular and afledKng ftories in any 
langu&ge , cthibiting in her conduft a ftriking pi<fHire o£ 
the fortitude which diftinguiflies the one fex , mingled with 
the fenfibHtty and tenderneft peculiar to Ae other* Lettr* 
de M. Godin^ i M. de la Condamine. 



^ NOTE XIV. p. 84. 



H. 



LERRERA gives a ftriking pifiure of their indigence 
Twelve gentlemen, who had been officers of diftindion 
linder Aknagro , lodged in the fame houfe , and having but 
one cto£^ among them, it was worn alternately by him 
who had occafion to appear in public, while the reft, 
ftom the want of a decent drefs , were obliged to keep 
within doors. • Their former fti^ds and companions were fo 
much afraid of giving offence to Pizarro, that they durft 
not entertain or even converfc with them. One may 
conceive what was the condition , and what the indignation 
•f men once accuftomed to power and opi|lence , wheh^ 
iSxty felt themfelves poor and delpifed , without a rocf 
wider which to fhelter their heads, while they i>eheid 
others , whofe merit and fervices were not equal to theirs , 
Ufing with fplendor in fumptuout edifices. Dec» 6. lib. 
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■ •' ' NOTE XV. p. 9^. '; . '\ [-''•'' 



a 



LERRERA, whofe accuracy cntides him to great crcdJfc^ 
afferts, that Gonzalo Pizarro poffeffed domains in the 
neighbourhood of Chuquefaca. de U Plata , which yielded 
him an annual revenue greater than that of the archbifliop 
of Toledo, the beft endowed fee in Europe* Dec. T*"!^* 



NOTE XVl.|). ill. 

A... . . .: . jA ," . .. .._ 
IL thff Spanifh writer, defcribe his piardi, andithe 
diftreffes of both parties , very minutely. Zaratc obftrveg^ 
that hardly any parallel to it occurs in hiftory either with 
refped to the len^ of the retreat or the «rdor of the 
purfuit Pizarro , * according tb his computation , follo>^ed 
the viceroy upwards of three thoufand miles* Lib. r.-f. 



. — N0TE XVII^ t>. 127; ' ! '' 

I", ' " ' ' ■ ■ .'-•' ' : . •; 
T amounted , ac.cording to Fernandez. , the beft informed 
hiftorian of that period, to one million fpur hundr^^ 
thoufand pefos. . Lib. ii^ c. 7^. ,-^ ^ :^j ,:,^^ 

NOTEXVIH; p. t29, '^ ' ' ' * 

V^ARVAJAL, from the beginning , had been an advocai 
for an accommodation with . 6;>fq^ Finding fiJ^rro 
incapable of holding that bold courfp w|[iich he originally 
fuggefted , he recommended to^ ]^^ a tipie)y fubmiffioa, tp 
his fovereign as the fafeft meafure.-,"Wh^n the prefiden^ 
offers were, Jrft communicated to Carvajal, ^'By (mx L^d^ 
(faid he, in thatj flrain of buffoojjery }yhich^ was familiar t» 
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him ) the prieft ilTues gracious. buUs. He gives diem both 
good and cheap, lee us'ndt dniy accept them, but wear 
liiem as relics about our necks. " Fernandez , lib. ii. e. 



^JQtE XIX, p. tU', 



Di 



'URING die rebellion of Gonzalo Pizarro, feven huAdced 
tnen were killed in battle, and three hundred and eighty 
were hanged or beheaded. Herrera , de<;f 8- lib. iv. c. 4. 
Above three hundred of thele were cut off by Carvajal. 
Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 91. Zarate makes the number of 
tli6& but to tl violent di^th five b^idred Lib. v& 



JlN my inquiries concerning the manners and polity df 
the Mexicans, I have received much information from 
a ia9g(5 manufcripl of J)(p Afenfo df 6orita,^ne of the 
judges in the Court of Audience of Mexico. In the year 
15s?., Philip. II. in order to difcover the mode of levying 
tribiite froih his Imfca^^ flib jeifti , thtii Would be ftioft 
\jeneficlal ■ to the cro#n , and lesrft oppreffive to them , 
addreffed a mandate to dl -the Courts of Audience ih 
America, enjoining them to anfwer certain queries which 
he ^ropofed to ^lem ^, ODapemmg th^ ancient form of 
government eftablifhed among the various nations of Indians, 
and the mode in which they had been accuilomed to pay 
Mtaxestb their kings or chiefs. In obedience to this mandate, 
Coriti , who hacj refided nineteen years ifi America , four- 
teen of which hii pMTed, in New Spain, corapofed Aft 
ivdrk oFwhich I havi si c&py. He acquaints h^ fovereign, 
^that he had made it* an obje<ft during his refidence in 
'Amhriciy and in all itt provinces which he had vifited, t6 
*|ti(|alre tiilfgentiy ^irito 4iw manners aud cuftoms of the 
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l!litbet, tha£ he had cdnvdrfed for this pnrpdfb with^Amvjr 
nged: and inteffigent Indians , and confulted feveralof tht 
Spanifli ecclefiaftics , vho unde^od the Indian l^nguaffe^ 
moft perfe(fUy , particularly forae of thofe who landed in 
New Spain foon 9.fter the conq^dfi^ Corita appears to 
be a man of fome learning ^ and to have carried on his 
inquiries with the diligence and accuracy to which t^^ 
inrttehdt. Gteater credit is dhe to fds teftitno^y'^ frbii 
iohe circumftance. His yv6tk .waff not eompofed with i 
y^w to pubiicatioii y m in fiipport df imy particular ithc^ry i 
imr conisaiBis fimpie^ thdugk full anfwvrs to ^idries pro<t 
ipUed to him ofiici^ly. Though iferrera does not mention 
jbim' amdng /the authors whom he hkd followed at guidei^ 
iin hishiftiry^ I flMmldfuppofe, fi:omf«veral(ads^firbithi)« 
•takes notice , as wdU as firom feveid expr effions which h^ i|feS| 
that this muulomi tf Corita was not unknown to )kimw 

i J. HE car{]^ ^)3nilh writers were foihaily and ui8ccarat« 
Sii eftixii^La^ the numbers of people in tim^ provineei'and 
towns of Ainlerica<4 that it is impdflTibie to afcertain tha£ of 
'JHekico itfelf iwich^any degree ofprecifidn. Cortes defcribea 
Jthe dxtent^nd populoufnefs of fiteico in general terms ^ 
^iiich imply that it was not^iillefiDCitb the greateft cities 
in Europe. Gomara is more explicit, and affia^4 that 
there were 60^000 houfes or families in Mexico. Chron. 
c. 78. Herrera adopts his opinion Dcc^ 2. lib. vii. c. ij ; 
and the generality of writers follow them implicitly without 
inquiry or fcruple. According to this account, th<J 
inhabitanifsr ' of Mexico mufl? haiee been about ^Jwijoodi 
Torquemada, with his ufual propenfity to the rroiytlhan^ 
aflcrte , that there were a himdred and twenty thcmfendt 
iiOQfes ^ *iamilies in Mexioo , and confeqpendy arbout* 
fix hundred tl|oufand inhabitants. Lib. iii. c. 2^ But in* 
at Tswiy jiJdiciotts aqcotirtt of the Mexican cn^Ji^e, by oner 
ijf Cortesl's'^ffioers/ tiie population is fixed >at'. 4o,ooow' 
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people. Ramufio^ :iii. ^69, A. Eveh by this * account ^ 
which probably is much nearer the troth thaui any of the 
foregoing, IMexico tviis a great city. , 

f 

; . ; , NptE xxii. p. is8. 

JL3^' i& to. P. Torribia jde^iBcnavente , tii^ I am indebted 
£br thif curious obferration. Palafox« biihop of Qudad 
de k Puehla Los Ai^eks^ confirms and> illuftrates it mcnre 
folly.. The Mexican (feyis he) is the only JUngui^e in 
V'hicha termination indicating refped, fyldbas rtvertuQicdes 
y de cort^o!^ may be afiBxed to every word. By adding 
the: final fyllable zht. or asm to any word,, it becomes m 

ff oper exprefiion of veneration in the mouth of an inferior, 
ft in ^^eaking^.tOt an equal v' the woixL .Fathei is to be 
ufcd, it is Tatl^ hot an inferior fays Tatzin. One prieft 
fpeaking to another, calls, him- TeofUfquCi a perfon of 
inferior rank calls' him Teopixcatziu. The name of the 
emperor who reigned when Cortes invaded Mexico, was 
Mtmtxiatniky: hut his' vaflak, irom/reverence^. prohouneed 
It Montezumazat, Tocnbio, MS. Pidaf. Virtodes ddl 
IndiOy* p. {6^. The Mexicanis had not only reverentid. 
nouns, but reverential ve^bs; The mannei in which thefe 
are formed from the verbs in common ufe., is explained 
by D. Jof. Apg. Aldemay Guevara in his Mexican Grammar, 

NOTE XXIIL p, 16^: 

JPROM comparing ftveral paflages in Corita and Herrera, 
^e may.CQlledt with fome degree of accuracy, the various 
modes in which the . Mexicans contributed towards the 
fiipport of government. Some perfons of the firft orde^ 
fcem to have been exempted from the payment of any 
tribute, and as their only duty to the public y: were bound 
to perfoaal fervice in war 5 and to fpllow die banner of 
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tjic ibvcrcign with their vaflals. . 2. The immcdiajtc yaffals 
«jf the crown were bound only to pcrfonal miLtary fcrvice, 
l^t .pajd a certain proportion of the produce of their tanda! 
in kind. 9. Thofe who held offices of honor or truft, 
£aid a certain fliare of what they received in confequence 
of holding thefe. 4- Each CapulU , or affociation ,^ 
cultivated fome part of the common . field allotted to it , 
for the behoof of the crown, and'depofited the producq 
in the royal granaries. 5. Some part of whatever was 
brought to the public markets , whether fruits of the earth, 
or the various productions of their artifts and manufadurers^ 
was demanded for the public ufe , and the merchants who 
paid this were exempted from every other tax. fi. The 
Mdyequet ^ or adfcripti gUba^ were bound to cultivate 
certain dl(lii(fts in every province ^ which may be confidered 
as crorcn • lands ^ and brought tlie increafe into public 
ltor€;houfes. Thus the fovereign received fome part o( 
whatever was ufeful or valuable in the country , whether 
it was the natural production of the foil, or acquired by 
the induftry of the people. What ,each contributed towards 
^e fupport of government , feems to have been inconfi- 
derable. Corit^, in anfwer to one of the queries put to 
the, Audi<;ncc. of Mexico by Philip IL endeavours to cjftimate 
ip, money the value of what each citizen might be fuppofed 
to pay, and does not reckon it at more than three or 
four rW/ , ^bopti eighteen pence or two ihillings a head. 



NOTE XXIV. p. 16S. 



c< 



/ORTES , who feems to have been as much aftoniAed 
i|^ith this , as ^ith any inftancc of Mexican ingenuity , gives 
a particular defcrfption of it. Along one of the caufeways , 
lays he ^ by which they enter the city , are conduced two 
oonduits , compofed of clay tempered with mortar , about 
two paces in* breadth , and raifed about fix feet. In one of 
them is conveyed a ftre^m of excellent water , as large as the 
body of a man , into the centre of the city , and it fupplies 
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le other it empty , that whcit 
r the former , the ftrcam of 
this conduit pafles dang two 
; breaches in the caureway ^ 
f the hke flows , it is con* 
! as the body of an ot , then 
emote quartcrtj of the city in 
t, Rel^t. ap.Ratnuri4i»A. 



NOTE JPCV. p. $66. 



I 



IJ tfie armory of the rbyal palace of Madrid, arc fliown- 
fijits of armor ^ which aift called Mbnteztimay. They are 
tompofed of thin lacquered coppfer- plates. * In the opinion 
Of very intelligent judges they are evidently eaftern. The 
form* of the*lilver ornaments upon them, reprefentlng dra^ 
jgOrts^ &c. may be fconfidercd as a conRrmation of this. They 
are infmiteljr fupertor in point of workmarifhip to any effort 
tt American vt. The Spaniards probably received them from 
the Philippine iftands. Hie only unqueftibnable fpecimen of 
Mexican art that 1 krtbw of iti' Great Bf Itaht , is a cup uf 
very fine gold , which is feJd to have belonged to Montezumal^ 
It Weighs ^02. it dwt. Th^ee drawings of it were exhibited 
to the Society of Antiquiries , June 10 , 176 ^, A man's* 
head' is repreftnted on this cup. On' one fideihefiiU Face ,* 
on the other the profile , on the third the back parts of the 
head. The relievo [s.-t^i to have been ptodeted by punching 
the infide of the cup , fo <is to make the reprefentation of a 
fact on the outfide. The ^hturcsaren ^ 

and certainly too ruife for Spanirfi \ j 

Was pUrChafed by Edward earl of Of 1 

the harbour of Cadiz' with the fiee ; 

and is now in the porfeffion of his' g 
I am indebted for this information 1 f 

ingenious friend Mr. Batrington^ ^ 
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NOTE XXVI. p. I7J. * /. 

Jl HE leaitiid #dttkr will pe«cdv«e hdw much I fcat«^be«tt 
frtdebtcd; in thfe part of my wofk , to th« guidance ^ tht 
bifliop of Gioueeft^ , who has traced the facceifive (tttp« , b^ 
ivhich the human tnind advanced in thits line of itspfogt^s\ 
Mrith muchcnidkidn, and greater tngdhuity. He Is thefirfti 
is fat as I ki^i^, who formed a raeiDnal and coniiilent theory 
Concerning tbevark^ modet of writing pradttfed by natkm^^ 
according to t^e various degtees of their improvement. Diti 
Legation of Mofes ^ tii. ^ , &c Sdme important obCerva-^ 
tions have been added by M. le PreMent de Broffe« ^ tte 
learned and intelligent audior of the Tr^te de la Fotmitida 
Mecbanique det Langues, torn, i* 49^ « &c. 
' As At Mexican paintings are the moft ctirioui momlmenitt 
extant of the earlieft mode of writing , it wiM not be impirop^t ^ 
to give fome account of the means by which ttiey wefe pre^ 
ftrvcd from the general wreck of every work of art in Americai 
imd commnflicared to the Public. For the rnoft tlAf 
tmd complete colledion of thefe pubbfhed by Purthas ^ we 
(Site indebted to t^e attention of that curiory<s inquirer ^ Hakluyt. 
Don Antonio Mendota , viceroy of New Spakl , hdving 
deemed thofe paintings a proper preftnt ftx Charks V. the 
fliip in which they were fent to Spain , was taken by 4 
French cruizer, imdthey came into the poffeffion of Thevet^ 
the king's geographer , who having tm^led himfelf into khi 
New World , and defcribed one of its provinces , Was ik 
curious obfervef of whatever tended tOiOuftrate the mankers 
of the Americari^. On his death, they were purbhafed iff 
Hakluyt , at that time chaplain dP the, finglifli ambaflyor td 
the French court; and, being left by him to Purchis^ w^ 
publifhed at the defire of the learned antiquary Sir Henr^^ 
Spelman. Purchas. iil 106^. - • ^^ ' 

The feoond fpeotmen of Ziletioan -pi^re* Writing, ws^ 
|Mibli(hcd by Dr. Fr^cis CfemelU Carrafi , in two Coppetl 
plates. The firft is a map , or reprefentatioA of the progr^ 
of the anaent Mexicans <m thek^ft arrival in thei>diuAlr^\ ' 
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tnd of the variouf ftadons in which they fctded, before they 
founded the capital of their empire in the lake of Mexico. 
The fecond is a Chronological Wheel , or Circle , reprefent* 
ing tk« manner ia which they computed and m^ked thtir 
cycle of fifty two years, The former was given to him by 
Jk. Criftofral de Ouadalajora , in the ci^ of Pu^bla de lot 
Angeles; the latter he received from Don Carlos de Siguenza 
;. Congorra.- But as it feems now to be a reocived opinton 
( faunded I know not on what evidence ) . that Carreri was 
siciver out of Italy , and that his famo^ G/'to dei Mond^ 
\^ an account of a fictitious voyage , I have not mentioned 
^efe paintings in the text^ They hav.e, however »• manifeftly 
the appearance of being Mexican produftions ^ and are allow<> 
pd ^ to., be. fo by Boturini , who was well qualified to determine 
whether they were genuine or fuppofititious. ,The ftyle of 
pointing in the former is confiderably more perfed than any 
other fpecimen of Mexican defign ; but as the original if 
£iid tot have been much defaced by time , I fufpeift that i| 
has been improved by fome touches from the hand of an 
European artift, Carreri , Churchill , ivj; pi 487. The chro- 
nological wheel is a juft delineation of the Mexican mode of 
computing time , as deicribed by Acofta^ lib. vi. c. 2. It 
feems to refemble ope. which that learned Jefuit bad feen; 
and if it be admitted as a genuine mpnument , it proves that 
the Miexicans.had artificial , pr arbitrary chara<ftera, which 
feprefeoted leveral things befides numbers. Each month it 
there reprefented by a fymbol expreflivc of fome work or 
irite pecuUar to it 1 , :. > 

Tunt third fpecimen of Mexican painting was difcovered 
by another Italian* In f 7)^ ^ Lorenzo Boi}iriai Benaduci fet 
out for New Spain i- and, was led by feveral incidents to 
ftudy the language of thft Mexicans , ai)d to. coUed the 
remaips of their hHtoii<?al mor^umcnu. He perfiftednine yeart 
in his refearches , with the enfhuftafm of a projedlor » an4 
the patience of an antiquary. In 1746 , he publiflied at 
JVladrid , Jdea de unft Ifuevn Htftoria General.de la Anuricu 
^ptentripnal^ containing ai* account of the rcfult of hisinqui- 
fie^J j«od.he addedJtoita catall^^eof his American Hillorical 
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Ittufeum , arranged| under thirty - fix diSerent heads. H19 idea 
of a New Hiftory appears to me the work of a whimfieal 
credulous man. I^ut his catalogue of Mexican maps , paintings, 
tribute-rolls , calendars , &a is much larger than one could 
have expected. Unfortunately a (hip , in which he had fent 
a confiderable part of diem to Europe , was taken by an 
Englifh privateer during the war between Great Britain, and 
Spain which commenced in the year 1799 ; and it is pro* 
bable that they periflied by falling into the hands of ignorant 
captors. Boturini himfelf incurred the difpleafure of the 
Spanifli court, and died in a hofpital at Madrid. The hiftory , 
of which the Idea , &c. was only a profpeclus , was never 
publiflied. The remainder of his Mufeum feems to have 
been difperfed. Some part of it came into the pofTeflion of 
the prefent archbiihop of Toledo , when he was primate of 
|Jew Spain , and he publifhed from it that curious tribute* 
roll which I have mentioned. «• 

The only other colIedHon of Mexican paintings , as far a$ 
i can learn , is in the Imperial Library at Vienna. By order 
of their Imperial Majefties , I have obtained fuch a fpecimen 
of thefe as I defired , in eight paintings , made with fo much 
fidelity , that I am informed the copies could hardly be 
diftinguiihed from the originals. According to a note in this 
Codex Mexicanus , it appears^ to have been a prefent from 
Emmanuel King of Portugal to Pope Clement VII. who died 
A. D. 1933. ^^^^ pafling through the hands of feveral 
illuftrious proprietors , it fell into thofe of the cardinal of 
Saxe - Eifenach , who prefented it to the emperor Leopold. 
Thefe paintings are manifeftly Mexican , but they are in a 
ftyle very different from any of the former. An engraving 
has been made of one of them y in order to gratify fuch 
of my readers, as may deem this an obje(ft worthy of their 
attention. Were it an objed of fofficient importance , it 
might , perhaps , be poflible , by recourfe to the plates of 
Furchas , and the archbifhop of Toledo ^ as a key, tp form 
plaufible conjeAures concerning the meaning of this pidtur^. 
Many of the figures, are evidently fimilar. A. A. are targeti 
and darts , almoft \fx the fame form with tbof^ publiflied by 
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Purcbas, p. 1070, 107 1 , ^. B.B* atie figures of teftifdef^ 
heady refembling thofe ip Purchag , p« 1 109 and 1 1 1 ) , and 
in Lorenzana , Plaee II. C. it a bale of mantles , or cotton 
clothes , the figure of which occurs in Timoti ev6ry plate oi 
Furchas and Lorenzana. B. E. E. ftem to be Mexican captdns 
in their war drefs ^ the fantaftio ornaments of which refem- 
ble the figures in Furchas, p.iifo, fiif,iii). I fhould 
fuppofe this pi<fture to be a tribute - roll , as eheir mode of 
noting numbers occurs frequently. D. D. D. &c. According 
to Boturini , the mod^ of computation by the number of 
knots J was known to the Mexicans as well as to the Peru- 
Idans , p. 8f . and the manner in which the number of units 
is reprefentcd in the Mexican paintings in ray pofleffion , 
feems to confirm this opinion. They pWnly rcfemble a firing 
6f knots on a cord or ftender rope. 

- Since I puWifhed the fomier Edition , Mr. "WaddiloTe » 
%ho is ftill pleafed to continue his friendly attention to procure 
me information , has difoovered , in the Library of the Efcurial , 
ft volume in folio , confiding of forty Iheets of a kind of 
pafteboard , each the fize of a common fheet of writing 
paper , with great variety of uncouth and whirafical figures 
t>f Mexican painting , in very frelh colors , and with an 
Explanation in Spanidi to maft of them. The firfl: twenty- 
two flieets are the figns of the months , days , ftc. About 
the middle of each fheet are two or more large iigures for 
the month , furrounded by the figns of the days. The laft 
eighteen flieets are not fo filled with figures. They feem to 
be figns of Deities ^ and images of various objeAs. According 
lo this C^endar in the Efcurial , the Mexican year contained 
2% a days, divided into 22 mondis of 1} days. Each day is 
jeprcfentcd by a different fign i taken froni fome natural 
bbjed^ a ferpent^ a dog, a lizard, a reed, a houfe , &c^ 
Th6 figns of days in the Calendar of the Efcurial are pre- 
tifety the fame with thofe nientibned by Boturini ^ Idea , &c. 
p* 4^. But i if we may give credit to that Author 4 thrf 
Mexican year Contained }6o days ^ divided into 1 8 months 
•f i^ days. The order oP days in cfvery month was gomput- 
id / do^diGf t0 hint I iirfl by What he ^srfls d iridictwxiir^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



NOTES AKD ILLUSTRATIONS, j^| 

l^ogrdCon of days from one to thirteen , in the fame manner 
as in the Calendar of the Efcurial, and then by zfeftenary 
progreflion of days from one to feven , making in all tWQnty^ 
Ifi this Calendar, not orily the figns M>hich diftingpiO^ eaoh 
day, butthe qualities fuppofed to be peculiar to eaoh month « 
are marked.. There are certato wi^M^nefles which feem tQ 
accompany the human mind thrqy^ evciy ftage of it;s progrefs 
in obferration and fcience. Slander as was the knowledge of 
the Mexicans in Aftronomy , it appears to have been already 
contie^ed with judicial AftrQlogy, The fortune and charaAer 
of perfons bom in «ach month are fuppofed to be decidedi 
by fom9 fiiperior influence predomiii^nt at the time of nativity, 
^pnce it 18 foretold in the QaU^d^r « that all wIh) are born 
in one month will be rich , in another warlike , in a third 
luxurious , &c. The^ pafteboard , pr whatever fijbftance i> 
may be on which the C^et^d^r in the Efcurial is painted » 
feems » by Mr, Wsiddilov^'s dcfcription of it , to refemble 
ijfltlirly that in the Imperial Librairy 4t Vienna, \n feveraj 
particulars , the figures bear fome likenefs to tho& in thQ 
plate which I have publiflied. The figures marked D. which 
induced me to conjedurp , that this painting might be ^ 
tribute r roll fimilar to ^fe pufoliihed by Purchas and th9 
Archbifliop of Toledo , Mr. Waddilove fuppofes to be fign» 
rf days ; and I have A^ch confidence in the accuracy of hi« 
obfervations, as to conclude hi($ opinion to be ^ell founded. 
It appeals, from the charaifters v^ which the explanations of 
the figures are writte;i , tjiat this curious nwrnument of 
Mexican art has been obt«ln#d , &au after the cpnqueft of 
the Empire. It is fii^ttlar that it ftu^uM ocvcr teve bcw 
mentioned bf Any Sp4»^ Authof. 

NOTEXXyil. r. 174^ 

X HE firft was called , the Mnct o/the deathfol Lanc^ ; 
the fecond , the Divider of Men ; the third , the Sheddqf 
#f Biood; tbtf fm^f thf.tord ^ the O^dt^bgufe* h9^^ 
\^, vi« 0* at. 
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NOTE XXVin. p. Hi. 

A HE Temple of tJholula, which was deemed more holf 
than any in New Spain, was likewife the moftconfider^ble* 
But it was nothing more than a mount of folid eardu, 
According to Torquemada , it was above a quarter of a 
league in circuit at the bafe , and rofe to die height of: 
forty fathom, Mun. Ind. Lib^ iii. c. 19, Even SL. 
Clavigero acknowledges that all the Mexican temples were. 
folid ftrudtures , or earthem mounts , and of confequcnce. 
cannot be confidered as any evidence of their having nade 
any . confiderable progrefi in the art cf boikfing. Clavtg.: 
11. 207. 

' From infpedHng various figures of temple* in the. 
paintings engraved by Purchas, there feems to be fome 
reafon for fufpedting that all their temples were con^ 
ftrudled in the fame manner. See Vol. iii. p. iiopt 

tllO. III}. 



NOTE XXlX. p. 18 J. 



Nc 



lOT only in Tlafcala, and Tepeacft,. *"« even in- 
Mexico itfclf, the houfes of the people were mere huts 
built with turf. Or mud, or the branches of trees* They 
were extremely low , and flight ^ and without any 
furniture but a few earthen veffek. Like the - rudcft In- 
dians , feveral families refided under the lame roof,* 
without having any feparate apartments.. Hefreca,.Dcc. 2* 
lib. vii. c. 15. lib. x. c. 22. Dec. j. lib. iv. c. 17. 
Torqucm. lib. iii. c. 23. 

NOTE XXX. p. 185. _ 

JL AM informed by a perfon who refided long in New 
Spain, and vifited almoft every province of it, that there 
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Is not, in all the extent of that.vaft empire, any m(>« 
nument, or veftige of any. building more ancient than the 
conqueft , nor of any bridge or highway , except fome 
remains of the caufeway from Guadaloupe to that gate of 
Mexico by which ^Cortes entered the city^ MS. penes me^ 
The author of another account in manufcript obferves^ 
*' That at this day there does not remain even the fmalleft 
veftige of the exiftence of any ancient Indian building, 
public or private , either in Mexico or in any province of 
New Spain. I have travelled , fays he , through all the 
coufitries adjacent to them, viz. New Galicia, New 
Bifcay, New Mexico, Sonora, Cinaloa, the New Kingdom 
of Leon , and New Santandero , without having obferved 
any, monument worth notice , except the ruins near an 
ancient village in the valley de Cafas Grandes , in lat N. 
JO*. 46'. longit. 2^8** 24.'- from the ifland of Teneriffc , 
or 4do leagues N. N. W. from Mexico. He defcribes this 
minutely , and it appears to have been a paltry building of 
turf and fttue, plaftered over with white earth or lime. A* 
.miffionary informed that gentleman, that he had difoovered 
the ruins of another fettlement fimilar to the former, ^hou^ 
a hundred leagues towards N.W. on the banks of the 
River St Pedro. MS. penes me. 

Thofe teftimonies derive great credit from one cir- 
cumftance , that they* were not given in fupport of any pjffti. 
cttlar fyltem or theory , but as fimple anfwers to queries 
which I had propofcd. It is probable, however, that 
■when thefe gentlemen affert , that no ruins or monuments 
of any ancient work whatevef are now to be difcovered in 
the Mexican Empire , they meant that there were no fuch 
ruins or monuments as conveyed any idea of grandeuy qr 
magnificence , in the works of its ancient inhabitants. For 
it appears from the teftimony of feveral Spanifli authors, 
that in Otumba , Tlafcala , Cholula , &c fome veftiges of 
ancient buildings are flill vifible. Villa Segnor, Theatro 
Amer. p. 14?. ^og. u?. D.Fran. Ant. Lorenzana , 
formerly archbifhop of Mexico, and now of Toledo, in his 
introdu^on to that etUtion of tht Cartas de Kelaciou (Of 

Vol. IIL 5 b 
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Cortes , which he publUhed at Mexico , mentions fome 
ruins which are ftill vifible in feveral j^ the towns through 
which Cortes paffed in his way to the capital , p^ 4 j &c. 
But neither of thefe authors give any defcription of them, 
and they fcem to be fo very inconfiderable , as to fliow 
only that fome buildings had once been there. The large 
mount of earth at Cholula , which the Spaniards dignified 
with the name of temple, ftiil remains, but without any 
fteps by which to afcend , or any facing of ftone. * It 
appears now like a natural iiiount, covered with grafs and 
Ihrubs , and poflibly it was never any thing more* 
Torquem. lib. iii. c. 19. I have received a minute 
defcription of the remains of a temple near Cuemavaca » 
on the road from Mexico to Acapulco. It is compofed <^ 
large ftones , fitted to each other as nicely as thofe in the 
buildings of the Peruvians , which are hereafter mentioned. 
At the foundation it forms a fquare of 2^ yards; but as it 
rifes in height, it diminifhes in extent, not gradually, but 
by being contraded fuddenly at regular diftanoes, fo that 
it muft have refembled the figure B in the plate. le 
terminatied, it is &id, in a ^e. 

NOTE XXXL p. 189. 

X HE exaggeration of the Spaniih hiftorians, with reTpeft 
to the number of human vidtims facrificed in Mexico, 
appears to be very great. According to Gomara, thexe 
was no year in whiqh twenty thoufand human vidBms were 
not offered to the Mexican Divinities , and in fome yean 
diey amounted to .fifty thoufand, Chron. c 229. The 
fkuils of thofe unhaf^y perfons were ranged in order in 
a building ere<fted for that purpofe , and two of Cortcs's 
officers who had counted them , informed Gomara that thetc 
number was a hundred and thirty-fix thoufand Ibid. c. i2. 
Herrera's account is ffill more incredible, diat the number 
of vidims was fo great , that five thoufand have been 
ificrificedin one day » nay, on fome occafioni, no lefi than 
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twenty tliouland. Dec. liu lib. ii. e. i^ Torquemada 
goes beyond both in exti:ava^nce , for lie aflerts ^ that 
twenty thoufand children, exclulive df other victims "^ 
were flaught^red annually. IWun. Ind. lib. vil. c. 2t. Thfc 
moft refpe^able authority in faVot of fuch high numbers ii 
that of Zumurraga ^ the firft bifhop of Mexi^tJo , Vfhb , in a 
letter to the chapter general of his Ordet, Ai D. 115^ i ^ 
afferts that the Mexicans facrificed annuaHy twenty thoufknd 
Tiiftims. Daviia, Teatro Ecplef. i2<$; InoppofitiontD all thefe 
accounts, Bv de la» Cafas obf^rves, that if there had been 
&ch an anttual wafte of the human {Jjecies , the X50untrf 
could never have arrived at rilat degree of populoufoefe., 
for which it ^as remarimble when the Spaniards firfi: landed 
there. This reafoning is juft. If the number of vidimi- 
in all the provinces of New Spain had been fo great, not 
eUly muft population have been prevented froni indreafing ^ 
but the. human race muft haVe been exterminated in a 
ihort time. For befides the wafte of the fpecies by &ch 
numerous facrifices , it is obfervable diat wherever the fatit 
ef captives taken in war, Neither certain death or perpetual 
flav^ry, as men can gain nothing by ftbmitting fpcedily tx> 
an enemy , they always refitt to the uttermoft, and war 
becomes bloody and deftrudive to the kft degree. La^ 
Cafas pofitively afifer'ts ^ that the Mexicans nevet fecrificed 
more than fifty or a hundred perfons in a year. See- hh 
dapute With Sepulveda, fUBjoifted td his ftreviffima 
Relacionv p. lo^. Cortes does not {J)ecify what nUmbel 
of vidiins wa§ fatrificed annually , but B. 0ia2 del Cafteild 
relates, that an iniquity having beien 'made -^ with rcfpe(fl 
to thfe, by the Francifcan Monte^ who were fent irm 
New Spain immediately after the conqUeft, it was found 
that about two thoufdnd five hundred We^e (acrifieed evtery 
year in Mexico* & 2«l7i 
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NOTE XXXIL p. 190. 

Xt i« hardly neceffary to obfenrc, diat the PeruT]^ 
Chronology is not only obrcure, but repugnant to conclufiont 
deduced from the mod accurate and extenfire obfervadons, 
concerning the time that elapfes during each reign, in 
any given fucceiGon of princes. The medium has been 
found ^ not to exceed twenty years. According to Acofta 
and Garcilaffi> de la Vega, Huana Capac, who died abouC 
the year 1^27 , was the twelfth Inca. According to this 
xule of computing the duration of thePeravian monarchy 
ought not to have been reckoned above two hundred and 
forty years; but they affirm that it had fubfifted foup 
hundred years. Acofta, lib. vi. c. 19, Vega, lib. u 
€. 9* By this account each reign is extended .at a mediuni 
to thirty -three years, inftead of twenty, the number 
afcertained by Su: Ifaac Newton's obfervadons ; but fo 
imperfiwft were the Peruvian traditions, that though the 
total is boldly marked » the nun^r of years in each reign 
if unknown. 



NOTE xxxnr. p. 197. 



M< 



LANY of the early Spanifli writers aflert , that the 
Peruvians offiered human facrifices. Xeres, p. 190. Zarate, 
lib. i. c. II. Acofta, lib. y. c. 19. But Garcilaflb de b 
Vega contends , ^ that though diis barb^ous pracfticc 
prevailed amcmg their uncivilized anceftors , it was totally 
aboli0ied by the Incas, and that no human viddm was 
ever offered in any temple of the Sun. This aflertion , 
and the plaufible reafons with which he confirms it, ar^ 
fuffieient to refute the Spanifli writers, whofe accounts 
fcem to be founded entirely upon report , not upon what 
they themfelves had plbferved. Vega, lib. ii. c. 4..' In 
one of their feftivals, the Peruvians offered cakes of bread 
snoiftened with blood drawn &om the arms, the eye^ 
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bfows , and iiofcs of their childr^; li' lib. Vii. c; 6. Thii? 
jrite may have been derived from dieir ancient pra<^e, ill 
their uncivilized ftate, of faciifici^g liuman vidttms. 



JIOTE XXXIV. p. 5J0J. 

' A HE Spaniards have adopted both thofe cuftomi rf ih6 
ancient Peruvians. They have preferved . Jbme if the 
^uedudts or canals , made in the days of the Ineas ^ -and 
llave made new ones , by wiiich th^y -watet' eveify fi^d 
that they cultivate. UII03, Voykge-, torn. i. 422^ 47% 
They likewife' continue to xit€gUa?to^ or the dung of iea4 
fowls , ac manure. Ulloa gives a defcri^oh of-the alffidl 
incredible quantity of it in the jmaU ^ands^'near the ^otti^ 
Ibid. 481. ' - - ' ■•" ,' ' '■' ' \ '" .-:-'■-.? 

NOTE xx:sy,V/^5/; r'., ' ,'' ■' 

;- jL Hf temple' of Ciyambo, ^e pafaccPof dht^ Irtcl at 
X^alld in the plain of Lacatunga,- and that t>f Atum-Cin^i 
ate deferibedty ulloa, tom. i. 2^6*, &c. who ifefpf^a^d 
4:hcm with great care. M. dS Cbndamine publMlied 4 
^curious memoir concerning the minis of Afun-Cannat. M^t»'. 
"^de TAcademie de Berlin, A. D. 174^, p. 4^^ Acofta 
•defcribes the ruins of Cuzco, which be had examineftf. 
%ib. vi. t. 14. €arcila(ro, in his' ufual ft^e , gH^ 
•pompous and confuted defcriptions of feveral temples, and 
"other public edifices. Lib. lii. c. 1. '21. lib. >i. c. 4, 

"^Dori; Zapata, in a large treatife conconing Pew, 

which has not hitherto been publiffied , communicafek fome 
'information with refpcd: to feveral moiiunrents of the inoertt 
•Peruvians , which have not been meiitioned by other author^, 
<-MS. j)^«« >we,'Artrculo xx. Ulloa: defcribes fbme of tift 
^ancient Peruvian* fortifications , which were R&ewHfe ^woi*& 
^bf great extent and fblidiiy. Tom. £ i^t. -Thit^ 
^circumiftahecs ffruok all thofe bbfcrvcrs-r the taft 4iw' * 

Bb J 
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lihe .fto.aea wbicli'tbe.fFer»viHiif3 emflpyed in (bine ofthe^. 
hpU^ingR* Acoftd tnfi%S\iT9d one, yi4iioh was diirty feet 
long» iriglite^ b?o?ut, ap4 fix in. thjdfiw^fs; ^d yet, h« 
^ds, that in th^ fortreft ^t Cpzco* there were ftones 
confid^raWy larger.^ It is. difficult to coaceive how the 
Peruvians G0^1d move thefe, and raife them to th^ height 
even pf twelve feet. ' The fecond circumftance is , * ^ 
ipipeiftdkm of the PerUvikti art, when applied to working 
ii timbe*. By the patience anci perfeveranoc natural t^ 
Amerigans^.flonies nwy b^ formed into, any fliape , merely 
by ruis^Ung Qiie.again.ft another 9 or by tbe vfe of hatcbett 
Qi^.Qjth^t ioftrUmentf loade of,ftone; but with fi^h rude 
tools, litcle progrefs, ^^n b^ made in oarpentary. The 
Hemvtans' could not mortice two beams togeth^ , pr give 
dh^,4e^e:Qi union ». pr. ftaWity to ^^ ^^mk compofed of 
timber. As they could nof\form a centre, tfeey weic 
totally unacqi^iinte^ with the ufe of surches in building » 
nor can the Spanifh authors conceive how they were 
gble to (t^^ a '(>^ f^ diofe ample ftruftures yiMiqj^ the]f 
raifed. 

n- Tib^T third drcumftanqe is a ftriking f ro^^, which all 
lite jpa^QBiMnei^ of the Peruvians fumiib » of their want of 
ingen^ity arid inyentioii.^ acgon^ived with patience no 
|efs aftonifhing- Npne of the ilpnes employed in tholjc 
works were formed into any particular ot uniform Ihape-, 
^hich coul4 render them fit for being compac^d togeth^ 
in building. The Indians took them, as they fell froip the 
•jmountains , or were rai(ed out of tKe quarries. Son^ 
M^ere iquare^ ^me triang^ilar , ibme convex , (bme qo^cav^. 
Their ;art and induftry were employed in joinii^ theqi 
together, by iformins fuch -hollows in the one, as perfedly 
«orrefpond^d to ^e projedions or tifmgs in (he odiex. 
This (e4iQus pperalrion « which might have been fo eafily 
abri^ed , • by adapting *the fur^u^ of the ftpnes ta ^aqh 
.other , either by rpbbing , or by their hatcbets of copper, 
WQuU be deemed incredible, if it were not pi^t heypnid 
.^Qilbt by ipfpeding the remains of thofe bM^dings. Xt 
:giv^ fh^ 4 vdry ^ig^^t appearance to at^ Emoipe^ 
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eye. There is no regular layer or- ftratum of building » 
juid no one ftone refeqibles another in dimenfions or form* 
At the fame time , by the perfevering , but ill-diredtcd 
^nduftry of the Indians , are all joined with that minule 
nicety which I have mentioned. Ulloa made this obfervation 
concerning the form of the ftones in the fortrefs of Atun- 
Cannar. Voy. i. p. ?87- Pincto gives a fimilar defcriptiofi 
of the fbctrefe of Cuzco , the moft perfi?dt of all the 
Peruvian work?. Zapata, MS. penes me. According to 
M. de la Condamine , there were fiogular ftrata of building 
in Tome parts of Atun - Cannar , which he i cmarks as 
fmgular , and as a proof of fome progrcfs in^ improve- 
ment. 

NOTE XXm p. aof. 

X HE appearance of thofe bridges , wbich bend wkh 
their own weight, wave with the wind; and are confiderably 
agitated by the motion of every perfon who paffes along 
them , is very frightful at firft. But the Spaniards have 
found them to be the eafieft mode of paiSng the torrents 
in Peru, over which it would be diflScult to throw more 
fblid ftruchures dther of flone or timber. They form thofe 
hanging bridges fo ftrong and broad, that loaded mules 
pafi along them. All the trade of Cyzco is carried o|i 
by means of fuch a bridge over the river Apiirimac. Ulloa, 
torn. i. *)^8. A more fimple contrivance was employed 
in paffing fmaller ftreams : A bafket , in which the 
traveller was placed , being fu{pended from a ftrong rope 
ftretched acrofs the ftream, it was puflied or drawa from 
one fide to the other. Ibid, 
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NOTE XXXVII. p. aao. 



■M, 



Ly information witk refpcdt to thofe events is taken 
^om lUiQtma breve de la expedicion militar de Sonora j 
£inaloa, £u exito feliz, y vantojofo eftada , en que por 
^onfcquencia de ello , fe ban puefto ambas ' provincias , 
^publilhed^t Mexico, June 17th, 1771 , in order toTati^fy 
the curiofity of tbe merchant? , who had fiirniflied the 
viceroy with money for defraying the expenfe of the 
jarmament. Tlie copies of this Noticia are very rare in 
IVladrid; but I have obtained one, which has enabled^ me 
to communicate thefe curious fa<fts to the Public. Accord- 
ing to this account, there was found in the mine Yecorato 
in Cinaloa , a gfain of gold of twenty-two carats , which 
weighed fixteen marks four ounces four ochavas ; this wai 
1^ to Spain, as -a prefent fit for tbe king, and is now de- 
{lofitidd ixK the rpyal cabioet at Madrid. 



NOTE XXXVm. p. 220. 

JL HE uncertainty ef geographers with ref^)cft to thig 
point is i-cmarkable, for CtMtcs feems to have fbrveyed its 
coafts fi^ith great accuracy. The archbifliop of Toledo hat 
publiftied, lirom the original, in the poflcflion of tbe 
•Marquis de! VaHe, the defcendant of Cortes, a map drawn 
in 1^41, by the pilot Domingo CafflHo* in which California 
is laid iovki as a peninuila , ftrctching out nearly 
^n the fame diredion. wWth is now given to it in the 
bed maps, and the point where Rio Colorado enters ** 
gulf is marked with precifion, Hift. de la Nueva Efpagna , 
}27. 
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; NOTE'Xxxix, p. 22J. • * ",; *; 

1 AM indebted for this fad to M- L'Abhe Raynal , torn. 
Hi. lo;. and upon confulting an intelligent perfon, long 
fetded on the Mofquito diore, and who has been engaged in ^e, 
logwood trade , I find that ingenious author has heCn well 
informed. The logwood , cut near the town of S. Fr^ci^ 
of Campeachy , is of much better quality than that on th^; 
other fide of Yucatan , and the Englilh trade in the B^ o? 
Honduras is almoft at an end. 

; NOTE XL.^ p. 240. ' 

Jr. Torribio de Benevcntc, or Motolinca, has enumerated 
ten caufes of the rapid depopulation of Mexico , to whicU 
he gives the name of the Ten Plagues. Many of thcfe^ 
are not peculiar to that province. 1. The introduction o^ 
the fniall-pox. This difpafe was firft brought into Ne^r 
Spain in the year 1520, by a negroc-flay« who attended 
Maxvaez in his expedition againft Corties. Torribio affirms 3 
that one half of the people in the pravinccs , vi|ite4 
Vith this diitempa: ^ died. To this mortality occ^fM^aed^ 
by the finall^pox, Torqvemada adds the deit|ru(%ve eSedft 
^twQ contagious drftempcrs which raged in the ye^n ^54i^ 
tnd 157^- In the former goo^ooo; in the latt^, abov^ 
two millions periibed, according to tm e^suft acQoiuM; t^ke^ 
by order of the viceroys, Mon. Ind. i, 64^. Tl^ fwHf* 
pox was not introduced into Pom fori fevetrt y^arg '^fi^ 
Ao invafton of die Spaniards , but tho^ K^ ijbaie diftempd 
pMved very fatal to the natives. Garcia, Qrigcn, p. 8** 
is.. The numbers who were kiUed, or died oS famine in 
their war with die Spaniards , partiCul^df during ^he fiegi^ 
ef Mexico. ;. The grfeat ftmine that Mlowed after thf 
redudtioa of Meodca, a$ idl the peQ|d6 eng«g^4, eid^er o^ 
one fide or other , had negleded the cultivation of their 
lands. Something funilar^ to this happened in all the other 
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countries conquered by the Spaniardsu 4. The grievous 
tafts impored by the Spaniards upon the people belonging 
to their Repartimientos. s* The oppreflive burden rf 
tixes which they were unable to pay , and from which 
tbey could hqpe for no exemption* 6. The numbers 
employed in coUedingthe gold, carried down by the torrents 
from the mountains, who where forced from their own 
liabitations , without any proviiion made for their fubfiftence, 
and fnbjedked to all the rigor of cold in thofe elevated 
regions. 7. The immenfe labor of rebuilding Mexico , 
which Cortes urged on with fuch precipitate ardor, 
IS deftroyed an incredible number of people. 8* The 
number of people condemned to fcrvitude» under various 
pretexts, and employed in working' the filver- mines. 
Thefe , marked by each proprietor with a hot iron , like 
^s cattle, were driven in herds to the mountains. The 
nature of the labor to which they were fubjeded there , 
the noxious vapors of the mines, the coldnels of the 
climate , and fcarcicy of food , were fo fatal , that 
Torribio affirms, the country round feveral of thofe 
ftiines , particularly near Guaxago , was covered with 
dead bodies , the air corrupted with their flench , and 
fo many vultures, and other voracious' birds, hovered 
about for their prey, that the fun was darkened with dieir 
flight ID. The Spaniards, in the different e)q;>edition8 
which they undertone , and by the cWii wars whkh they 
carried on , deftroyed many of the natives , whom they 
compelled to ferve them as Tamenus^ or carriers of burdens. 
This laft mode of oppreffion was particularly ruinous. to the 
Peruvians. From the number of Indians who periihed in 
Gonzalo Pizarro's expedition into the countries to the eaft 
of the Andes , ' one may form feme idea of what they 
(bfiered in fimilar fervices, and how faft they were wafted 
by them. Torribio, MS. Cprita in his Breve y Suqiaria 
Relaoion, illuftrates and confirms feveral of Torribio^t 
obfiirvations , to whkh he refers. UliSi- penes $»e.^ 
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NOTE XLI. p. 241- 

JtSvEN Montefiiuieu has adopted this idea, Hb. viii. 0. 19. 
Bat the paflion of that great man for fyftem , fometimet 
rendered him inattentive to relearch ; and from his capacity 
to refine, he was apt, in fome inilances, to overlook 
pbviQus and jyfl caufes. 

NOTE XLII, p. 241. 

A, STRONG proof of this occurs in the teftament of 
Jfabella^ where fh^ difcQvers the moft tender concern for 
the humane and mild ufage of the Indians. Thofe laudable 
fentiments, of the queen have been adopted into the puUic 
law of Spain , and ferve as the introdudicm to the regulations 
contained under the title aftbe good tntUmiuti off be Judiam. 
Kecopil. lib. vi. tit x. 

NOTE XLIIL p. 244. 

JLn the feventh Title of the firft book of the Recopilacion^ 
which contains the laws concerning the powers and 
fundtions of archbiiliops sind bifliops, almoft a third part 
of them relates to what' is incumbent ' upon them / at 
guardians of the Indians , and points out the various me- 
riiods in which it is their duty to interpofc, in order to 
defend them firom oppreflion , either widi refpedl: to their 
perfons or property. Not only do the laws commit to 
them this honorable and humane office , but the ecclefiafHcs 
of America adhially exercifis it . 

Innumerable proofs of this might be produced fi^om 
Spanifh authors. But I rather refer to Gage , as he was 
not difjpofed to afcribe any merit to the popifh clergy , to 
which they were not fully entitled. Survey, p. 142. 192, 
tSx. Henry Hawks » an Engliih merchant, who refided 
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five years in New Spain, previ9U$ to the year 1972, givet 
the fame favorable account of the popifh clergy. Hakluyf, 
iii. 466. By a law of Charles V. not only bifliops , but 
other ecclefjaftics , are impowered to inform and admoniih 
^he civil magiffarates , if any Indian is deprived of his |uft 
liberty and rights : Recopilac. lib. vi. tit. vL ley 14; 
imd thus were conftituted legal protestors of the Indian^. 
Some oF the Spanifh ecclefiaftics reftifed to grant 
tbfolution to fuch of their countrymen as pofleflcd ^wrowi- 
endas , and conGdered the Indians as flaves , or employed 
them in working their mines. Gonz. Davil. Teatro EccleC 

NOTE XLIV. p. 244- 

jljlCCORDING to Gage , Chiapa dos Indos contains 4000 
famTlies., and be mentions it only as one of the larg^ 
Indian towns in Ameripa, p. 104. 

jiaTE xLy. p. 244. 

J T is very difficult to obtain an accurate account of tt» 
itate of population in thofe kingdoms of Europe where the 
police is moft perfed^ and where fcience l»s made the 
.greaceft progreis* In Spanifh America , where knowledge 
is flill in its infancy , and few men have leifore to eng^e 
^in refearches merely Q)eculative » little attention has been 
paid t;o this curious inquiry. But in the year i74iv P^l^P 
V. enjoined the vic^oys and governors of the feveral 
provinces in America^ to make an adual furvey of the 
people under their jurifdidion^ and to tr^ifmit a report 
.concerning their number .and occupations, . In confeqmence 
.of tliis order , the ConSe de Fuen-Clara , viceroy of New 
Spain , appointed D. JoC Antonio de Villa Segnor y Sanbhez, 
U) execute that commiiiTlon in New Spain, From the reports 
(of the magiflrates in the feveral diftrids, as well as fcooi;! 
his own obfervations , and long acquaintance with moft of 
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Ae provinces ^ Villa Segnor publilhed the rerult of hit 
inquiries in his Tbioiro Americano. His report , however , 
is imperfed;. Of the nine diocefes^, into which the Mexican 
empire has been divided , he has publifhed an account of 
five only , viz. the archbifhopric of Mexico ^ the biOioprlcs 
of Juebla de los Angeles , Mechoacan , Oaxaca , and Nueva 
Gfllicia. The biifhoprics of Yucatan , Verapaz, Chiapa, 
and Guatimala, are entirely omitted ^ though the two latter 
comprehend countries , in which the Indian race is more 
numerous than in any part of New Spain. In his furvey 
of the extenfive diocefe of Nueva Galicia , the fituation of 
the different Indian villages is defcribed , but he fpecifies 
the number of people only in a fmall part of it. The In- 
dians of that extenfive province , in which the Spanifh 
dominion is imperfedtly eftabliihed , are not regiftered with 
the fame accuracy as in other parts of New Spain. Ac* 
cording to Villa Segnor , the adtual flate of population in 
the five diocefes above mentioned is of Spaniards , negroes,| 
mulattoes , and meftizos , in the diocefes of 

( Families., 

Mexico — ^— — • I— — 10^,202 

Los Angeles — — -^ _ j 0,600 

Mechoacan — — — *— ) 0,840 

Oaxaca -— — -^ — — 7,«9^ 

Nueva Galicia — — — — i^»77o 



i90»708 
At the rate of five to a fiunily^ the total number is 9f 1,540 



Indian families in the diocefe of Mexico 119,911 

Los A^igeles' — — — — 88>240 

Mechoacan -»- -^ — — )^9i9^ 

Oaxaca •— — * , — — — 44,22a 

Nueva Galicia -^ -^ .— . .^ 6,2M 

«94,J9Jt 
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At the rate of five to a family ^ the total JiUmber iV 
1.471,9^^. /We may rjsly with greater certainty on this 
computation of the number of Indians , as it is t^en from 
tJie McUricnla , or regifter ^ according to which the tribute 
paid by them is coUe^ed. k9- four diocefes of nine arc 
totally omitted , and in that of Niieva Galicia the numbers are 
imperfeMy recorded , we may conclude , that the humbef rf 
Indians in the Mexican empire exceeds two millions. 

The account of the number of Spaniards ^ &c. feems noi 
to be equally complete. Of many places ^ Villa S^gnor ob^ 
ferves in general terms , that feveral Spaniards « negroes , and 
people of a mixed race, refide there ^ without (i>ecifying theit 
number. If , therefore , we make allowance for thefe , and 
for all who refide in the four diocefes omitted^ tjhe numbm 
of Spaniards , and of thofe of a mixed race , may probably 
amount to a million and a half. In fome places , Villa Segnor 
diftinguiflies between Spaniards and the three inferior races 
of negroes y mulattoes, and meftizos, and marks their number 
ieparately. But he generally blends them together. But from 
the proportion obfervable in thofe places, where the number 
of each is marked , as well as from the account of die ftate 
of population in New Spain by other authors , jt is manifeft 
that the namber of negroes and perfons of a mixed race far 
exceeds that of Spaniards. Perhaps the latter ought not to be 
reckoned above 500,000 to a million of the former/ 

Defedive as this account may be , I have not been able 
to procure fuch intelligence concerning the number of people 
in Peju , as might enable me to form any conjedure equally 
fatisfying with refpecft to the degree of its population. Ihave 
been informed, that in the year i?6i ^ the prote<^or of the 
Indians in the viceroyalty of Peru computed that 612,780 
paid tribute to the king. As all females , and perfons under 
ajge, are exempted from this tax in'Petu, the total numbef 
of Indians ought, by that account , to be 2,449^1^04 M& 
ftnes me. 

I fhall mention another mode , by which ^ one inay 
compute , or at leaft form a guefs , Concerning the fbte of 
Ipopukttion in New Spain and Peru. According to an account 
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which r have reafan to confider as accurate, the nombet 
of copies of the bull of Cruzada, exported to Peru on each 
new publication , is i, 171,9^; to New Spain 3,649,) 26. 
I am informed , that but few Indians purchafe bulls > and 
that they are fold chiefly to the Spanilh inhabitants , and 
thofe of mixed race, fo that the number of Spaniarcb , and 
people of a mixed race , will amount by this mode of com- 
putation to at leaft three millions. 

The number of inhabitants in many of the towns in 
Spanifli America , may give us fome idea of the extent of 
population, and corred the inaccurate, but popular notion 
entertained in Great Britain , concerning the weak and defolate 
ftate of their colonies. The city of Mexico contains at leaft 
1^0,000 people. It is remarkable that Torquemada , who 
wrote his Monwrquia Indtojza about the year 1612, reckons 
the inhabitants of Mexico at that time to be only 7000 
Spaniards and 8000 Indians. Lib. iii. c. 26. Puebla de k>s 
Angeles contains above 60,000 Spaniards , and people of a 
mixed race. Villa Segnor , p. 247. Guadalaxara contains 
abo^e 30,000 , exclufive d( Indians. Id. ii, 206. Lima 
contains 54,000. D. Cofme Bueno, Defer, de Peru, 1764. 
Carthagena contains 25,000. Potofi contains 2f,ooo« 
Bueno , 1767. Popayan contains above 20,000. Ulloa , i. 
287. Towns of a fecond clafs are fttU more numerous. The 
cities in the moft thriving fettlements of other ^European 
nations in America cannot be compared with thefe.7 

Such are the detached .accounts of the number of peoplf 
in feveral towns , which I found fcattered in authors whom 
I thought worthy of credit. But I have obtained an enume- 
ration of the inhabitants of the towns in the province of Quito, 
on the accuracy of which I can rely; and I communicate it 
to the Public , both to gratify curiofity , and to redify the 
miftaken notion which I have mentioned. St Francifco dc 
Quito contains between 50 and 60,000 people of all the 
different races. Befides the city , there are in the CorregU 
miento 29 euros or parities eftablifhed in the principal 
villiiges , each of which has finaller hamlets depending upon 
it The inhabitants of thtfe are moftly Indians and Meitizcs. 
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St Juan de Pafto hat between 6 and 8000 inhabitants « 
befides 27 dependent villages. St. Miguel de, Ibarra 7000 
citizens, and ten villages. The diftrid of Havala between 18 
iuid a 0,000 people. The diftri<ft of Tacunna between 10 
and 12,000. Thediftridt of Ambato between 8 and 10,000^ 
befides 16 depending villages. The city of Riobamba between 
16 and 20, 000 ^inhabitants , and 9 depending viil^es* 
The diftridt of Chimbo between 6 and 8000. The city of 
Guyaquil from 16 to 20 , 000 inhabitants , and 14 depending 
vilbges. The difiridfc of AtuaG between ^ and 6000 , and 
4 depending villages. The city of Cuenza between 2$ and 
)b,ooo inhabitants , and 9 populous depending vill^es. 
The tqwn of Laxa from 8 to 10 , 000 inhabitants, and 14 
depending villages. This degree of population , though ilender, 
if we confider the vaft extent of the country, is &r beyond 
what is commonly fuppofed. I have omitted to .mention , in 
Its proper place , that Quito is the only province in Spanifk 
America that can be denominated a manufaduring country ; 
hats , cotton ftufis , and coarfe woollen cbths , are made 
there in fuch quantities , as to be fufficient not only for the 
confumption of the province, but to furniflia confider able 
article for exportation into other parts of Spanifli America* 
I know not whether the uncommon induftry of this province 
fhould be confidered as the caufe or the ef&cl of its popii- 
loufiiefi* But among the oftentatious inhabitants of the New 
World , the paffion for every thing that comcs^ from Europe 
is fo violent , that I am informed the manufacturer of Quito 
are fb much undervalued , as^^to be on the decline* . 

. r NOTEXLVI. p. ^so* 

X HESE are eftablifhed at the following places. St Doming0 
in the ifland of Hifpaniola , Mexico in New Spain , Lima in 
Peru , Panama in Tierra Firme , St. lago in Guatimala , 
Guadalaxara in New Galida, Santa Fe in the New Kingdom 
of Granada , La Plata in the country of Los Charcas, St. 
Francifco de Quito , St. Jago de ChiU . Buenos Ayrcs. To 
each of thefe are fu|bje(n;ed feveral large provinces , and feme 
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fc ftf removed frott tlve dtfcs where fee courts art fixed'; 
that tiiey can derive little benefit from their inriCdidion. 
The Spstnifh writers commonly tcckon up twelve courts of 
iJudiencc , but they include thafi df Manila in the Philippine 
Ifldflds. 



NOTE XLVII. p. 2>7. 



o. 



'N account of the diftance of Peru and Chili from Spafet , 
and the dtffieiilty eif darrying commodities of fuch bulk as 
wine and oil ilCroft the Mlbmus of Panama » the Spaniards in 
iftofe pfovinces^^hate been permitted to plant vines and otiver. 
Bat fliey are Bn&tf prohibited from exporting wine or oil 
to any of the provinces on tk& Pacific Ocean , whioh are ia 
fudh a fituatibn as to receive them, from Spain. Recop. Ub. iw 
tie. XVii. 1. i< --. ig. 



NOTE XLVIlLp. 398. 



T. 



HIS eotHjfwiatioix was made by Benzoni, A. D. i^^o, 
JWty • eight years sifte* the difcovery of America. Hift. Novi 
Obis, lib. iii. C ti. But as Benzoni wrote with the fpirifc 
of a nialecontdnt , difpofcd to detra(ft from the Spaniards in 
4V^ pa^ticvlar ^ it is probable that his calculation is too low. 



NOTE XLIX. p. 260. 



Mv 



LY information , with refpe<ft to the divifion and tranf* 
«iifflon of property in the Spahifh colonies ,, ^s iihperfe<a. 
The S^i^ audiors do not explain this fully , and have not 
perhaps attended . fuiBciently to the efic<^ of their owi| 
inflitutions and laws. Soloizano de Jure Ind. vol. ii. lib^ ii* 
L 16. explains in fome meafure the introdudlion of the tenure 
of Mayorafgo , and mentions fome of its effects. Villa Segnor 
takes notice of a Angular confequence of it. He obferves y 

Vol. III. Cc 
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that in fome of the beft fitoations in the city of Mexico , a 
good deal of ground is unoccupied , or covered only with 
the ruins of the houCes once ere<fted upon it ; and adds , that 
'as this ground is held by right of Mayorafgo ^ and cannot 
be alienated , that defolation and thofe ruins become perpetuaL 
Theatr. JLmer. voL i* p. }4* 



NOTE L- p. 267. 

X HERE is no law that excludes Creoles from offices either 
civil or ecQlefiaftic. On the contrary , there are many Ceduias 
which recommend the conferring places of truft indifcrimi^ 
nately on the natives of Spain and America. Betancourt y 
Figucroa , Derecho , &c. p. ^ , 6. But notwithftanding fuch 
repeated recommendations , preferment in almoft every line 
is conferred on native Spaniards. A remarkable proof of this 
is produced by the author laft quoted. From the difcovery of 
America to the year i6;7 , three hundred and fixty-nine 
bifliops , or archbifliops , have been appointed to the difier« 
ent diocefes in that country , and of all that number only 
twelve were Creoles, p. 40. This predUeAion for Europeans 
feems itill to continue. By a royal mandate , ifluedin 1776, 
die chapter of the Cathedral of Mexico is direded to nomi- 
nate European ecclefiaftics of known merit and abilities , that 
the King may appoint them to fupply vacant benefices. 
MS. $enes me. 



NOTE LL p. 267. 



M( 



LODERATE ais this tribute may appear > fuch is the 
extreme poverty of the Indians in many provinces of America, 
that the exading of it is intolerably opprcffive. Pegna , Idncr. 
por Parochos die Indios, p. 192. 
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NOTE UL p. 2<58, 



I 



N N?w Spain, on account of the extraordinary merit and 
ftrvices of the firft conquerors , as well as the fmall. revenue 
arifing from the country previous to the difcovery of the 
mines ofSacatecas » the encomiendas vrere granted for three, 
and fometimes for four lives. Recopil. lib. vi. tit. ii« c. 1 4^ &c. 



NOTE LIII. p. 269. 



D 



Ant. Ulloa Contends , that working m mines is not 
noxious, and as a proof of this informs us, that many 
.Medizos and Indians, who do not belong to any Reparti- 
miento , voluntarily hire themfelves as miners ; and feveral 
of the Indians, when the legal term of their fervice 
expires , continue to work in the mines of choice* JEntreten, 
p. 2d^. But his opinion concerning the wholefomnefs g^ 
this occupation is contrary to the experience of all ages ; 
and wherever men are allured by high wages, they will 
engage in any fpecies of labor, however fatiguing of 
pernicious it may be. D. Hem. Carillo Altemirano relates 
a curious faA incompatible with this opinion. Whorefor 
niines are wrought, fays he , the number of Ifidians 
:decreafes ; but in the province of Campeachy , where there 
are no mines, thq number of Indians has increafed more 
than a third fmce the conqueft of America , though neither 
the foil nor climate be fo favorable as in Peru or Mexico. 
Colbert, Colle(ft In another memorial prefented to Philip 
III. in thcf year 1609, Captain Juan Gonzalez de Azevedo 
aflerts , that in every diftri<ft of Peru , where the Indians 
are compelled to labor in the mines, their numbers wcrp 
reduced to the half, and in fome places to the third, of 
what it was under the viceroyalty of Don. Fran. Toledo in 
iS8i. Colb. CoUea. 
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KOTE LIV. p. 270. 

XjlS hbot of this kind cannot be ptfefcribed with legal 
accuracy, the talks feem to be in a great meafuie arbitrary, 
and like the fervices exacted by feudal fijpertors , in vinea 
prato out mejfe , from their vaffals , are extremely burden- 
fijtnfe'v 'arid often wantonly^ opprcffiYe. Pcgna, Itiner. pet 
Paroclios de Indios. 

. NOTE LV. p. 270. 

JE HE turn 6f fervice knoWn in Peru by tfte name of 
MiPii^ is tailed Tan da in New Spain. There it continues 
no lo'ngtr than a week at a time. No perfon is called to 
iervier at 'a greater tiiftance from his habitation than 24. 
^jniles. Th'ts arrangement is lefe oppreflive to the Indians 
-than that eftablifhed in Peru. Memorial of Hern. Garilio 
Altalmir^d. Colbert / CoUedt; ' 



NpllELYJ. p. 27J. 



:t« 



He 'ftrdfig^ft pr66f of this ii:^y be deduced from the 
4^9 Ihdnifelves. By the mulikude and variety of reguhttioite 
t6 ^prevent abufes, We may form aft id^ of the mrniber 
<# afe^fes that prevail. Though the laws hive, wifely^ 
fro^ided that i^o Indian ftiaH be obliged' to ferve in any 
)^ne at a greater diftanoe from his place of reiidence thah 
tfelrty ftiile^; we are informed in a memorial' 6f D; Hernan 
Carillo Altamirano prefented t<> the king , that the Indisms 
of Peru are often compelled to ferve in mines at the 
diftance of a hundred , a hundred and fifty, and even two 
'Muftdred- leagues froto their habitation. Colbert, Ccdledt. 
Many mines are fituated in parts of the county ^ ^o bar- 
ren, and (b diftant from the ordinary habitations of the 
Jndians , that the neceflity of procuring laborers to work 
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tlhere , has obliged tfic Spanifh moaatcbs to difpenfe widi: 
their own regulations in feveral inftances ; and to permit 
their viceroys to compel the people of more remote pro- 
vinces to refort to thofe mines. Eibalona , Gazofihyl; 
Feruv. lib. 1 c. i^. But in juftice to them it ihould be 
obferved, that they have been ftudious to alleviate this- 
oppreffion as muph ^s poffible , by en^ning the viceroys, 
to employ every method , in order to induce the Indiana 
to fettle in fomc psut of the coiuitry adjacent to the mines. 
14 Ibid. 



NOTE LTlli p. 277. 

A ORQUEMAD/\ , after a long enumeration , which ha« 
the appearance of accuracy, concludes the number q£ 
monafteries in New Spain to be four hundred. Mon. Ind. 
lib. xix. c. )2. The number of monafteries in the city 
of Mexico alone was, in the year 174s, fifty-rfive* Villa^ 
Segnor. Theat Amer. i. 54. Ulloa reckons up foity 
convents in Lima ; and mentioning thofe for nuns , he fays, 
that a fmall town might be peopled out of them, die 
number of perfons fhut up there is fo great Voy. i. 429. 
Philip. III. in a letter to the viceroy of Peru , A. D. 1620,- 
obferves , that the iimmber of convents in Lima was fo 
great , that they covered more ground than all the re& of 
the city. Solora. lib. iii. c. 2;. n. ^7. Lib. iii. c. 16^ 
Torqucm. lib. xv. c ;. The firft monaftery in New Spaia 
was founded A. D. 1^25 , four years only after th^ conqueit 
Torq. lib. xv. c. 16. 

According to Gil Gonzalez Davila, the complete 
eftablifhmeni: of the American church in all the Spanifh 
fetdements was, in the year 1649, i patriarch, 6 arch- 
bifliops , J 2 bifhops , 5 46 prebends , 2 abbots , 5 royal 
chaplains, 840 convents. Theatro Eqclefiaftico de las 
Ind. Occident, vol. i. Pref. When the order of Jcfuits 
U'as expelled from all the Spanish dominions, the colleges,, 
profeffed houfes , and refidencies , which it pofleiTe^ in thQ> 
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pnmnce of New Spain, were thirty, in Qaito fixtcen, ii 
the New Kingdom of Granada thirteen, in Pern feven- 
teen , in Chili eighteen , in Paraguay eighteen ; in all a 
hundred and twelve. CoUeccion General de ' Providencias 
haih acqui tomadas fobre el eftranamiento , &c. de la Com. 
pagnia , part i. p. 19. The number of Jefuits, priefts 
and novices in all thefe , amounted to 2249. MS. 
penes me. 

In the year 1 644, , the city of Mexico prefented a peti- 
tion to the king, praying that no new monafiery might 
be founded , and that the revenues of thofe already eftab> 
lilhcd might be circumfcribed , otherwife the religious 
houfes would foon acquire the property of the whole coun- 
^. The petitioners requeft likewife, that the bifliops 
might be laid' under reftridtions in conferring holy orders, 
as there were at that time in New Spain above fix thoufand 
clergymen without any living. Id. p. 16. Thefe abufes 
muft have been enormous indeed, when the fuperftition 
of American Spaniards was (hocked ^ and induced to reu 
monftrate ag^ft them. 



NOTE LVIIL p. 280. 

A HIS defcription of the manners of the Spanifh clergy, 
I Ihould not have ventuied to give , upon the teftimony of 
proteftant authors alone , as they may be fufpeded of pre- 
judice or exaggeration. Gage , in particular , who had 
a better opportunity than any proteftant , to view th« 
interior ftate of Spanifh America , defcribes the corruption 
of the church which he had fbrfaken, with fo much of the 
acrimony of a new convert , that 1 ihould have diftrufted 
his evidence » though it communicates fome very curious 
and ftriking facte. But Benzoni mentions the profligacy of 
ecclcfiaftio! in America at a very early period after their fet- 
tlemcnt there. Hift. lib. il. c. 19, 20. M. Frezier , an 
intelligent obferver , and zealous for his own religion , 
paints the diflblute manners of the Spanifli ecclefiaftics in 
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Peru , particularly the regulars , in ftronger colors than I 
have employed. Voy. p. 51. 21^, &c. M. Gentil confirms 
this account) Voy* i. }4. Correal concurs with both, and 
adds many remarkable drcumftances. Voy. i. 61. i^^. 161. 
I have good reafon to believe , that the manners of the 
regular clergy , particularly in Peru , arc ftill extremely in. 
decent Acofba himfelf acknowledges that great corruption 
of manners had been the confequence of permitting monks 
^ to forfake the retirement and difcipline of the cloifter , and 
to mingle again -with the world , by undertaking the charge 
of the Indian parifhes. De procur. Ind. Salute, lib. iv. 
c* i^, &c. He mentions particularly thofe vices, of which 
I have taken notice, and confiders the* temptations to them 
as (b formidable , that he leans to the opinion of thofe who 
hold that the regular clergy fhould not be employed as 
parilh priefts. Lib. v. c. 20. Even the advocates for 
the regulars admit ^ that many and great enormities 
abounded among die monks of differ^t orders , when fet 
free frorii the reftraint of monaftic' difcipline; and fi-om 
the tone of their defence , one may conclude that the 
charge brought againfl them was. not deftitute of truth. 
In the French colonies , die ftate of the regular clergy is 
nearly the fame as in the Spanifh fettlements , and the 
fame confequences have followed. M. Biet , fuperior of 
the fecular priefts in Cayenne , inquires with no lefs 
appearance of piety than of candor, into the c^ufes of 
this corruption , and imputes it chiefly to the exemption 
of regulars from the jurifdidion and cenfures of their 
diocefans; to the temptations to which they are expofed; 
and to their engaging in commerce. Voy. p. 520. It is 
remarkable that all the authors , who cenfure the liccn- 
tioufnefs of the Spanifh regulars with the greateft feverity, 
concur in vindicating the condudt of the Jefuits. Formed 
under a difcipline more perfed than that of the other 
monaftic orders , or animated by that concern for the honor 
of the fociety , which takes fuch full poffeffion of every 
naepiber of the order , the Jefuits , both in IMexiqo and 
Peru, it is allowed, maintained a molt irreproachable decency 
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of manners. FxcEiear, a2?.. Geatil, t U- The fyxn^ 
praife is likewife due jio the t^^ops .i^nd jQoli: of the di£ni£e4 
clergy. Frez. ibid. 

A vplunw; of the G^eU die Mmcg fyjc tii& years 172^?^ 
X729> i7?o^ having been conHHunicated to me, I fin4 
there, a ftriking confirmation of what I have advanped coni» 
cerning die fpirit of low illiberal fup^rftition prevaknt ii| 
Spaniih America. From th^ newfpapers of my nation, 
one may learn what are the objeds which chiefly engrols 
its attention , and appear to it mpft interefting* The Ga^ 
zette of Mexico is fiikd almoft entirely with Bceount3 of 
religious fundions, with dtfcriptions of proceflSons , confc? 
orations of churches , beatifications of feints , feftivals., 
autos de fe, &c, Civil or commercial affairs, and eveoi 
the tranfadtions of Europe , occupy but a fin^ll corner m 
this magazine of monthly intelligence. From die titles of 
new books , which are regularly inferted in this Gazette , i( 
appears that two-thirds of them are treacles pf fcholaftic 
theology , or of monkifh devotion.. 

NOTE LIX. p. 281. 

OOLORZANO, after mentioning thp corrupt morals of 
fome of the regular clergy , with that cautious referve , 
which became a Spanifli layman , in touching on a fubje<5l 
fo delidate ; gives his opinion very explicitly, and with 
much firmncfs, againft committing parochial charges to monks. 
He produces the teftimony of fevecal refpedablc authors of 
his country , both divines and lawyers , in confirmation of 
his opinion. De Jure Ind. ii. lib. iii. c. 16. A ftriking 
proof of the alarm excited by the attempt of the Prince 
d*£fquilache to exclude the regulars from parochial cures , 
is contained in the Colbert coUedion of papers. Several 
memorials were prefented to the king by the procurators 
for the monaftic orders , and replies were made to thefe in 
name of the fccular clergy. An eager , and, even rancorous, 
Ipirit is manifeft on both fides , in the conduft of this dilput^^ 
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NOTE LX. p. 38^. 



lOT only the native Indians, but the Mejlizof^ ©r 
children of a Spaniard and Indian , were originaUy exclude?! 
ftom the priefthQod , and refufed admiflion into any religious 
order. Bqt by a law iflued Sept. 28th, 1588, Philip H. 
irequired the pr^lat^ of America to ordain fuch meftizos 
Jborn in lawful .wedlock , as they fliould find to be properly 
qualified, and tq permit them to take the vows in any 
mon^ry where they had gone through a regular noviciate^ 
Jlecopil. lib. i. tit. vii. 1. 7. Some regard feems to have 
been paid, to this law in New Spain ; but none in Peru. 
JJpon a reprefentation ®f this to Charles II. in the year 1697. 
he iflued a new edidt enforcing the obfervation of it , and 
ptof^fling his defire to have all his fubje(5te, Indians and 
niefiizos as well as Spaniards, admitted to the enjoyment 
of the fame privileges. Si^h , however , was the averfion 
of. the Spaniards in America to the Indians, and their race, 
that this feems to have produced little effcA; for, in the 
year 1725 j Philip V. was obh'ged to renew the injunction 
in a more peremptory tone. But fo unfurmountable are the 
hatred and contempt of the Indians among the Peruvian 
Spaniards, that the prefent king has been conflrained to 
enforce the former edidts anew by a law, publiflied Sep- 
tember II, 1774. Real Cedula, MS. penes me. 

M. Clavigero has contradidted what I have related concern* 
ing the ecclefiaflical (late of the Indians, particularly their 
exclufion from the facrament of the Eucharift, and froin 
holy orders, either as Seculars or Regulars, in fuch a manner 
as cannot fail to make a deep impreflion. He, from his own 
knowledge, aflerts, " that in New Spain not only are Indians 
permitted to partake of the facrament of th^ altar , but that 
Indian priefts are fo numerous that they may be counted by 
hundreds ; and among thefe have been many hundreds of 
redtors, canons, and dodtors, and, as report goes , even a very 
learned bifliop. At prefent , there are many priefts , and 
not a few, redors, among whom there have been three or 
foyr our own pupils, '' Vol. II. J 481 &c. I owe it there- 



Digitized 



by Google 



j>4 NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS- 

fore as a duty to the public, as well as to myfelf, to 
confider each of thefe points with care , and to explain the 
reafohs which induced me to adopt the opinion which I 
have publiilied. 

I knew that in the Chriftian church there is no diftindion 
of perfohs , but that men of every nation who embrace the 
religion of Jefus, are equally entitled to every Chriftian 
privilege which ^hey are qualified to receive. I knew, like- 
wife , that an opinion prevailed not only among moftof the 
Spaniih laity fettled in America , but among ** many eccle- 
fiaftics , (I ufe the words ofHerrera , Dec. ii. lib. ii. c. 15.) 
that the Indians were not perfcA or rational men , and 
were not poffefled of fuch Capacity as qualified them to 
partake of the facrament of the altar ^ or of any other benefit 
t)f our religion. ^ It was againft this opinion that Las Cafas 
contended with the laudable 2eal which I* have defcribed in 
Books Hi. and VI. But as thg Bifhop of Darien , Doctor 
Sepulvida, and other refpedtable ecclefiaftics, vigoroufly 
fupported the common opinion concerning the incapacity of 
the Indians, in became neceffary, in order to determine the 
point, that the authority of the Holy See fhould be inter- 
pofed ; and accordingly Paul III. ifTued a bull A. D. 1^57, 

. in which , after condemning the opinion of thofe who held 
that the Indians, as. being on a level with brute beafts, 
ihould be reduced to fervitude , he declares that they ^ere 
really men, and as fuch were capable of embracing -die 
Chriftian religion , and participating of all its bleffings. My 
account of this bull , notwichihnding the cavils of M. Clavi- 

* gero , muft appear juft to every perfon who takes the trouble 
of perufiog it ; and my account is the fame with that adopted 
by Torquemada, lib. xvi. c. 2^. and by Garcia, Orig. p. 511. 
But even after this decifion , fo low did the Spaniards refid- 

- ing in America rate the capacity of the natives , that the firft 
council of Lima ( I call it by that name on the authority of 
the beft Spaniih authors ) difcountenanced the admiflioii of 
Indians to the holy communion. Torquem. lib. xvi. c. zo* 
In New Spain, the cxclufion of Indians from the facrament 
was ftill more explicit. Ibid. After two centuries haTe 
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etapfed , and notwithflanding all the improvement that the 
Indians may be fuppofcd to have derived from their inter- 
courfe with the Spaniards during that period , we are inform- 
ed by D. Ant. Uiloa, that in Peru , where, as will appear 
in the fequel of this note , they are fiippofed to be better 
inftruded than in New Spain , dieir ignorance is fo prodi- 
gious that very few are permitted to communicate , as being 
altogether dcftitute of the requifite capacity. Voy. 1. J41, 
&c. Solorz. Polit Ind. I. 20;. 

With refpedt to the excluBon of Indians from the 
priefthood , either as Seculars or Regulars , we may oirferve , 
that while it continued to be the common opinion that the 
natives- of America, ort account of their incapacity, fhould 
not be permitted to partake of the holy facrament, we can- 
not fuppofe that they would be clothed with that facred 
character which entitled to confbcrate and to difpenfe it. 
"When Torquemada ^ompofed his Monarquia Indiana , it 
was almoft a century after the conqueft of New Spain ; 
and yet in his time , it was ftill the general pracftice to 
exclude Indians frem holy orders. Of this we have the 
moft fatisfying evidence. Torquemada having celebrated 
the virtues and graces of the Indians at great length, and 
with all the complacency of a miffionary , he ftarts as an 
objedion to what he had aflerted, *' If the Indians really 
poflefs all the excellent qualities which you have defcribed, 
why are they not permitted to aflUmc die religious habit ? 
"Why are they not ordained priefc and bifhops, as the 
Jewifli and Gentile converts were in the primitive church, 
efpecially as. they might be employed with fuch fuperior 
advantage to other perfons in the inftrudion of tfeeir coun- 
trymen ? " Lib. xvii. c. i ; . 

In anfwer to this objedion , which eftablifhes , in the 
moft unequivocal manner, what was the general pradtice 
at that period, Torquemada obfetves, that although by 
their natural difpofitions the Indians are well fitted for a 
fubordinate fituation , they are deilitute of all the qualities 
requifite in any ftation of dignity and authority ; and that 
they are in general fo addided to df unkennels, that, upoa 
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the fligbteft ^mptaeion., ooif c^nqt promife e^ th^ir b«< 
having with the decency Aiitable to the elericid charaAer. 
The propriety of excluding diem firom it , on Cbef< ac« 
counts , was , he obferved , fp well jufti&e^ |>y exiperienoe^ 
that when a foreigner of great erudition , vik<> came ftom 
Spain « condemned the pradtce of the Mexican cbuich-^ 
he was convinced of his miftake in a public difputadoa 
with the learned and mofl: religious Father D. Juan do 
Gaona, and his retradtation is (till extant. Torquemada^ 
indeed , acknowledges , as M* Clavigero obferven with 
a degree of exultation ^ that, in his timet fome Indiana 
'had been admitted into monaderles ; but , with the art of 
a difputant, he forgets to mention that Torcjuemada fpe^ 
cifies only two example^ of this, and takes notice that ia 
both inftances thofe Indians had been admitted by miftake* 
Relying upon the authority of Torquemada with r^ard to 
New Spain , and of UUoa with regar^to Peru i and con^ 
fidering the humiliating depreilion of tne Indians in all the 
Spanifh fetdements, I concluded that they were not ad-«. 
mitted into the ecclefiaftical order , whi^h is held in thq 
higheft veneration all over the New World- • 

But when M. Clavigero, upon his own knowledge, aflerted 
&(fts fo repugnant to the oonclufion I had formed , I begaa 
to diftruA it, and to wi(h for farther information. In ordec 
to obtain this , 1 applied to a Spanifk nobleman , high io. 
office , and eminent for his abilities , who , oa different occa- 
fions , has permitted me to have the honor and benefit of 
correfponding with him ; and I requefted my re{p©dable Iriend 
Air. Liilon , the Bridfh Minifter at the pourt of Madrid , ta 
make what inquiries he judged proper with refped to this 
point From the former , I have been favored with tho. 
followmg anfwer. ^' What you have written concerning tho 
admifTion of Indians into holy orders , or into monaileries y 
in Book V|1I. eQ)ecially as it is explained ^d limited ia 
Note LXXXVIII , of the quarto edidon, is in general accurate, 
and conformable to the authorides whichx you quote, ilnd 
although the congregation of the council rcTolved and declared,' 
Feb. I J , A. D. 168? » thftt the Qircumftance effacing aa 
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Irtdiaftr^ a irfulatto , (^ tncftiro , did not dtfqtialify any perfon 
from being admitted into holy orders , if he was poflfeffed of 
what Is required l)y the canoftJ to entitle him tothat ptiv^iegc ; 
this dttly t>roves firch of dirtations to be legal and va!id,( of which 
Soiomno , and the Spanifh lawyers and hiftorians quoted 
fcyhhn , Pol. Ihd. lib. ii. c. 29. were perfuadtd ) , but it 
hcitiher proved the propriety of admitting Indians into hohr 
orders , nor what was then the comriion pradlice , with 
lefpcfl: to thi$ ; but , on the contrary , it fhows that there 
was fome doubt concerning the ordaining of Indians , and 
Ibme reptignance to it. 

" Since that time , there have been fome examples of 

.admitting Indians into holy orders. We have now at Madrid 

an aged prieft , a ftatiVe of Tlafcah. His name is D. Juafi 

Ccfiiode Caffilh Aquihual Catehutle , defcendedof a Caziqufc 

Converted to Ghriftianity foon after the conqueft. He ftudied 

the ecclefiaftical fcienccs in a feminary of Fuebla de los 

Angeles. He was a candidate , neverthelefe , for ten years * 

and it required mocH intereft Before Bifhop Abren would 

confent to ordain him. This ecclefraftie is a mmi of unex- 

ceptionaWe charadtfer , modeft , felMenied , and with a 

Competent knowledge of what relates to his clerical fundions. 

He came to Madrid above thirty - four years ago , with iht 

fole view of foliciting admiflion for the Indians into the 

colleges and femiharies in New Spahr , • that if ^ after being 

well inftruded and tried , they (hould find an inclination to 

enter into the ecclefiaftical ftate , they might embrace it , 

and perform its functions with the greateffi benefit to their 

Countrymen , whom they could addrcfs in then: native tongue. 

Ht has obtained various regulations favorable to his fcheme , 

fjarticularly that the firft college which became vacant iii 

confbquence of the exclnfKm of the Jefuits , fhould be fee 

apatt for this purpofe. But neither thefe regulations , not 

many fimilar ones inferted in the laws of the Indies , hai 

produced any eflfedl , on account of objcdKons and reprefcm 

tacions from the greater part of perfons of chief confideration 

employed in New Spain. Whether their opppfition be well 

founded or not , is a problem.difficult to refolve , and towards 
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the folution of which , feveral diftindioHs and modificatioos 
are requifite. 

'' According to the accounts of this ccclefiaftic, and the 
information of other perfons who have refided in the Spanifli 
dominions in America , you may reft alTured that in the 
kingdom of Tierra Fir me no fuch thing is known as eithier 
an Indian fecular prieft or monk ; and that in New Spain 
there are Very few ecciefiaftics . of Indian race. In Peru , 
perhaps , the number may be greater , as in that country 
there are more Indians who pofTefs the means of acquiring 
fuch a learned education as is neceflkry for perfons who aipire 
•to the clerical charafter. '* 

From Mr. Lifton , owing to fome incidents •which it is ^ 
unneceffary to fpecify , I have not yet received an anfwar 
to my queries. If the intelligence which , from my experience 
of his obliging attention , I certainly expedt , (hall difier 
materially from that which I have already received , I will 
not fail to communicate it to the public ^ and will , without 
faefitation or relud^nce , make whatever alterations may be 
necefTary in my narrative. Meanwhile , in Vol, III. p. 286. 
1. 15. inftead of no Indian is either ordained a prieji , 
it will be more proper to read , very fern Indians art 
o/Uained $riejis. 



NOTE LXI. p. 290. 



Us 



' STARIZ , an accurate and cautious calculator , feems 
to admit , rJiat the quantity of filver which does not pay 
duty may be ftated thus high. According to Herrera , there 
was not above a third of what was extracted from Potofi that 
paid the king's fifth. Dec. viii. lib. ii. c. 15. Solorzano aflerts 
likewife , that the quantity of filver which is fraudulently 
circulated , is far greater than that which is regularly ftaniped , 
after paying the fifth. De Ind. Jure , vol. ii. lib. v. p. 846. 
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W. 



HEN the mines ofPotofi were difcorered in the year 
1 94^, the veins were fo near the furface , that the ore was eafily 
€Xtra<fted , and fo rich that it was refined with h'ttle trouble 
and at fmall expenfe , merely by the adlion of fire. This 
fimple mode of refining by fufion alone continued until tho 
year iS74 » when the ufe of mercury in refining filver , 93 
well as gold , was difcoVered, Thofe mines having been 
wrought without interruption for two centuries , the veins arc 
now funk fo deep , that the expenfe of extracjling the or« 
is greatly increafed. Befides this , the richnefs of the ore , 
contrary to what happens in moil other mines , has become 
lefs , as the vein continued to dip. The vein has likewife 
diminiflied to fuch a degree , that one is amazed that the 
Spaniards (hould perfift in working it. Other rich mines hav^ 
been fucceffively difcovered, but in general the value of the 
ores has decreafed fo much , while the expenfe of extracting 
them has augmented, that the court of Spain , in the year 
17J6 , f reduced the duty payable to the king from a Jiftk 
to a tenth. All the quickfilver ufed in Peru , is extra(ftedi 
lirom the famous mine of Guancabelica , difcovered in rh^ 
year i$6j. The crown has referved the property of this 
mine to itfelf ; and the perfons who purcbafe the quickfilve; 
pay not only the price of it, but likewife a fifpb , as a duty' 
to the king. But, in the yrar 17^1 , this duty on quickfdver 
mras aboliihed , on account of the increafe of expenfe ]x^ 
working mines. UUoa , Entreteninjientos , xii. — xv. Voyage, 
i. p. so^. s^r In confequence of this abolition of the fifth ^ 
and fome fubfequent abatements of price , which became 
necefTary on account of the Increaflng expenfe of working 
mines, quickfilver, which was formerly fold at eighty pefo> 
the quintal, is now delivered 'by the king at the rate of fixty 
pcfos. Campomanes , Educ. Popul ii. i j i , Note. The duty 
on gold is reduced to ;a pvoentieth , or five per cent. Any 
of my readers , who are defirous of being acquainted witb 
tlie mode in which tiiiQ Spaniards CQndtf<^ (hp wpfkin^ of 
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their mines , and the. refiiiemcjit of the <jre , wUl find an 
accurate defcription of the ancient method by Acofta, Lib. 
iv. c; I — I J. And of their more recent improvements h 
the metallurgicart> by Gamboa, Comment, a las ordenanz. 
de minas, c. 22* 



NOTE LXIIL p. 29^. 



M. 



L ANV remarkable pfoofs occnr of die advanced [fbttift 
of induftry in Spain , at the beginning of the fi5feeenth ceiitilnry. 
The number of cities in Spain T^as c6nfi durable » and they 
were peopled far beyond the proportidn that was (commoit 
in other parts of Europe. The caufes of this I have explained , 
Hift. ofCha. V. i. i;8. Whe/eVef cities are populous , tlia^ 
fpecies of induftry which is peculiar td them infcreafes , arti- 
ficers and manufadturers abound. The efFed of the Anierican 
trade in giving activity td thefe is niafrifeft, firicmt afingufat 
faft. In the year 154? , While Spatff corrtmued to depend 
on its own induftry » for the fupply of its cdfomes , fa much 
work Mras befpoke from the martufadurers , that it was fappofed 
they could hardly finifh it in left than l5t years. Catmp'Oili. 
I. 4.06. Such a demand muft have put much induftry nt 
motion 5 and have excited exfradrdinafy efforts.* AccdfdSnj*!y , 
we are irfornied ^ that in the beginning of ftiiWpr IV^ tdgri , 
the city of Seville alone , tvhere the tradie' tvJch America 
centred , gave employment to tio fewet dtdtt irf,oot) looms 
in filk or woollen work , and that above n<5,o6a perfani 
had occupation in carrying on thefe manufkdlures. CsHnproiki. 
ii. 47a. But fo rapid' and pernicious was th^ operatfon of 
the caufes which I ftall enumerate , that beforer tftilip fll. 
ended hi^ reign, the looms in SeviU6 ^ere' f eduded to 400; 
tJftariz , e. 7. 

Since the publication of the flrft edition , 1 havtf tlie 
fatisfedtion to find my' ideas concerning the eaflycottimerciai 
bitercourfe ' between Spain and hef colonies coni^rmed and 
illuftrated by ti. Bernardo Ward , of the Junta de Comercib 
at Madrid , in his PYoyeH^ Ecojttfmko^ fait ii. C. i. ^tJitdet 

the 
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the reigns of Chairies V. and PhUip II* ** fays he , *^ the 
manuFadures of 'Spain and of the Low Coontries fubjedi to 
her dominion were in a moft flourifhing ftate. Thofe of 
France and England were in their infancy. The republic of 
jthe United Provinces (Ed not then exift. No European power 
but Spain had, colonies, of any value in the New "World. 
Spain could fupply her fettlements there with the pcodudtions 
of her own foil , the fabrics wrought by the hands of her 
own artifans, and all fhe received in return for thefe belonged 
to herfelf alone. Then the excluiion of foreign manufaiftures 
was proper , becaufe it might be rendered efiedtuai. Then 
Spain might lay heavy ^uties upon goods exported to America » 
6r imported from it, and might impofe what reftraints flie 
deemed proper upon a commerce entirely in her own hands. 
But when time and fucceilive revolutions had occafioned an 
alteration in all thofe circumftances , when the manufactures 
of Spain began to dech'ne , and Ae demands of America were, 
fupplied by foreign fabrics , the original maxims and regu- 
lations oiP Spain fliould have been accommodated to the change 
in her fituation. The policy that was wife at one period » 
became abfurd in the other, '' 



NOTE LJCIV. p. io6. 



Nc 



lO bale of goods is ever opened, no cheft of treafure 
S8 examined. Both are received on the credit of the 
perfons to whom they belong ; and only cme infhmce of 
fraud is recorded, during the long period in which trade 
was Carried on with this liberal confidence. . All the 
coined filver which was brought from Peru to Porto-bello 
in the year 1(^94, was found to be adulterated; and to be 
mingled with a fifth part of bafe metal The Spanilli 
merchants , with fendments fuitable to their ufual inte- 
grity , fuftained the whole lofs , and iiulemnified the fo- 
reigners , by whom they were employed. The fraud was 
deteded , and the treafurer of the revenue in Peru , the 

Vol. III. D d 
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author of it, was publicly burnt. B. UUoai RetabM de» 
Aianuf. &c. liv. iL p. io2. 



NOTE LXV. p. J09. 



M, 



ANY ftriking proofs occur of the fcarcity of money 
in Spain. Of all the immenfe ftms which have been' 
imported from America , the amount of which I Ihall 
afterwards have occafion to mention, Moncada aflcrts that 
the^e did not remain in Spain , in 1 6 t 9 , above two 
hundred milUons of pefof y one half in coined money, the 
other in plate krtd jewels. Feftaur. de Efpagna, Difc iii. 
c. t. Uftariz, who publiflied his valuable work in 1724, 
contends, that in money, plate, and jewels, there did 
not remain a hundred million. Theor. &c. c. j. Campo- 
manes, on the authority of a remonftrance from the 
community of merchants in Toledo to Philip III, relates , 
as a certain proof how fcarce cafh had become , that 
perfbns who lent money , received a third pait of the fbra 
which they .advanced as intereft and premium^ Edoc.- 
PopuL i. 417. 

NOTE LXVI. p. ;ij, 

HE account of the mode in which the fa&ors of the 
South - Sea'- Ckmipany conduced the trade in the fair of 
Porto^bdlo, which was opened to them by the Alfiento, 
I have taken from Don Dion. Alcedo y Herrera , prdGdent 
of the court of Audience in Quito , and governor of tldt 
province. Dop Dionyfio was a perfoa of fuch a refpeiftable 
chara(fter for probity and difcemroent » that his teftiinony 
in any pointy would be of much weight; but greater 
cie.iit is due to it in this cafe, as he was an eye-witne(s 
of thetranfadionsMdiich he relates, and was oftra employed 
in detedUng and audienticadng the frauds which he 
cefgribes. It is probable^ however, that hi? wprefenjtation. 
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being compofed at the commencement of the war which 
broke out between Great Britain and Spain, in the yedt 
17^9 , may, in fome inftances , difcover a portion of thq 
acrimonious fpirit , natural at that jundure. His detail of 
fads is curious ; and even Englifh authors confirm it in 
fome degree , by admitting both ^Jiat various frauds Were 
practifed in the tranfadlions of the annual fhip , and that 
the contraband trade from Jamaica, and other Britifh 
colonies, was become enormoufly great. But for the credit 
of tlie Englifh nation it may be obferved , that thofe 
fraudulent operations are not to be confidered as deeds of 
the company , but as the difhonorable arts of their £kdor$ 
and agents. The company itfelf fuftained a confiderable 
lofs by the Afliento trade. Many of its fervants acquired 
immenfe fortunes. Anderfon, Chronol. dedudl. ii. J 88. 

NOTE LXVIL p. 3«9. * ^ 

i^EVERAL fadls with refpedb to the inftitution , the 
progrefs , and the effeds , of this company , are curious , 
and but little known to Englifh readers. Though the 
province of Venezuela , or Caraccas , extends four hundred 
.miles along the coaft , and is one of the moft fertile in 
America ; it was fo much negleded by the Spaniards , 
that during the twenty years prior to the eftablifhment of 
the company, only fiv^ fliips failed from Spain to (hat 
province; and during 16 years, from 1705 to' 1722, 
not a fingle fhip arrived from the Cai'accas in Spain. Noticias 
de la Real Compagnia de Caraccas , p. 28. During this period 
Spain muft have been fupplied almoft entirely- with the 
large quanHty of cacao , which it confunics , by foreigners. 
Before the eredlion of the company, neither tobacco nor 
hides were imported from Caraccas into Spain. Id. p. 117. 
'•»Since the commercial operations of the company began in 
the year 1731, the importation of cacao into Spain h^s 
Incrcafed amaringly. During thirty years fubfequent to 
1701 , the number of Fajiegas of cacao (each a hundred 

Dd % 
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and teh pounds) imported from Caraccas, was 64^,215. 
During eighteen years fubfequent to 1751 > the number of 
JFanegas imported was 869,247; and if we fuppofe the 
importation to be continued in the fame proportion during 
the remainder of thirty years, it will amount to 1*448,746 
Fanegas y which is an jncreafe of 805,^1 Fanegas. Id. 
p. 148' During eight years fubfequent to 17^6, there has 
been imported into Spain by the Company, 88,482 arrobof 
(each twenty-five pounds) of tobacco ; and hides to the 
number of 177,;? 4. Id. 161. Since the publication of 
the Noticias de Campania, in 1765 , its trade feems to 
be on the increafe. During five years fubfequent to 1769, 
it has imported 179,1 $6 Fanegas oF cacao into Spain, 
)6,2o8 arrobas of tobacco , 79,496 hides, and 221,4^2 
pefos in fpecic. Canipomanes , ii. 162. The laft article 
is a .proof of the growing wealth of the colorty. It receives 
caih from Mexico in return for the cacao, with which it 
fupplies that province , and this it remits to Spain , or lays 
out in purghafing European goods. TJut , befides thi^ , the 
moft explicit evidence is produced , that the quantity of cacao 
raifed in the province is double to what it yielded in 1711; 
the number of its live-ftock is more than treble , and it« 
inhabitants much augmented. The revenue of the biftiop, 
which arifes wholly from tithes, has-increafed fropi eight 
to twenty thoufand pefos. Notic. p. 6q. In confequence 
of the augmentation of the quantity of cacao imported into 
Spain , its price has decreafed from eighty pefos for 
the fanega to forty. Id. 61. Since the publication of the 
firft edition , I have learned that Guyana, including all 
the extenfive provinces fituated on the banks of the Orinoco, 
the iflands of Trinidad and Margarita are added to the 
countries with which t;he company of Caraccas had liberty 
of trade by their former charters. Real Cedula, Nov. i^. 
1776. But I have likewife been informed, that thp 
inftitution of tliis company has not been attended with aU 
the, beneficial efiecfls which I have afcribed to it. In maiiy 
of its operations the illiberal and oppreffive fpirit of mono, 
fitly is confpicuous* But in order C9 exjplain this^ if 
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irould be ncceffary to enter into minute details, which arc 
not fuited to the nature of this work. \ 



NOTElXVin. p. ^26. 

X HIS firft experiment made by Spain of opening a free 
trade with any of her colonies, has produced effedts fo 
remarkable , as to merit fome farther illullration. The towns 
to which this liberty has been granted , are Cadiz and 
Seville, for the province of AndaluGa; Alicant and Carta- 
gena, for Valencia and Murcia ; Barcelona, for Catalonia 
and Arragon ; Santander , for Caftile ; Corugna , for 
Galicia; and Gijon , for Aihirias. Append, ii. a la Educ» 
Popul. p. 41. Thefe are either the ports of chief trade 
in their relpedive diftridts , or thofe moft conveniently 
fituated for the exportation of their refpedtive produdtions. 
The following fadts give a view of the increafe of trade in 
the fettlements to which the new regulations extend. Prior 
to the allowance of free trade , the duties coUedted. Jn the 
cuftom-houfe at the Havannah were computed to be 
104,208 pefos annually. During the five years preceding 
1774, they rofe at a medium to fogf^oo pefos a year. 
In Yucatan, the duties have rifen from 8,000 to 15,000. 
In Hifpaniola , from 2,soo to 5,600. In Porto-Rico, 
from 1,200 to 7,000. The total value of goods imported 
from Cuba into Spain, was reckoned, in 1774, to be 
1,500,000 pefos. Educ. PopuL i. 450, &c. 

NOTE LXIX. p. JJ2- 

HE two TreatifesofDon Pedro Rodriguez Caimpomanes, 
Fifcal del real confejo y Supremo Can oflSce in rank and 
power nearly fimilar to that of Attorney General in England), 
and Diredtor of the Royal Academy of Hiftory, the one 
entitled Difcurfo fobre el Fomento cte la Induftria Popular; 
the other ^ Difcurfo fobre la Educacion Popular de Ice 
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Artefanos y fu Fomento; the former publifhed in i?'?^, 
and the latter in 177s j afford a ftriking proof of this, 
Almolt every point of importance with refpecfl to interior 
police , taxation , agriculture , manufactures , and trade , 
domedic as well as foreign, is examined in the courfe of 
thefe works ; and there are not many authors , even in 
the nations moft eminent for commercial knowledge who 
have carried on their inquiries with a more thorough 
knowledge of thofe various fubjeds, and a more perfe(ft 
freedom from vulgar and national prejudices , or who 
have united more happily the calm refe^ches gf philofophy, 
with the ardent zeal of a public-fpirited citizen. Thefe 
books are in high eilimation ^mong the Spaniards , and it is 
a decifive evidence of* Ae progrcli of their own ideas, 
that they are capable of rclifhing an author whofe fenti- 
ments arc fo liberal 

NOTE LXX. p. ii6. 

L HE galeon employed in that trade , inftead of the fix 
hundred tons , to which it is limited by law , Recop. lib. 
xlv. L i^. is commonly from twelve hundred to two 
thoufand tons burden. The fhip from Acapulco, taken 
by Lord Anfon , inftead of the $ 00,000 pefos permitted 
by law, had on board i,3i;,84; pefos, beftdes uncoined 
filver equal in value to 4J,6ii pefos more. Anfon's 
Voyage, J84. 

NOTE LXXL p. n9- 

JL HE price paid for the bull varies according ta the 
rank of different perfons, Thofe in the loweft order , 
who are fervants or Haves , pay two reals of plata , or one 
Ihilling; other Spaniards pay eight reals, and thofe in 
public office , or who hold encomiendas , fixteen reals. 
Solorz. de Jure Ind. voL ii. lib. iii. c. 25* According 
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to Chilton , an Englifli merchant who rcfidcd long in the 
Spanifli fettlemcnts, "the bull of Cmzado bore a higher 
price in -the year is7o> being then fold for four reals at 
the loweft. Hackluyt, iii. 461. The price feems to have 
varied at different 'periods. That exai^ed for the bulls 
ifTued in the laft Predzcacion , will appear from the enfuing 
table , whicb will give fome idea of the proportional num. 
bcrs of the different claffcs of citizens in New Spain and 
Peru, 

There were iffued for 'New Spain , 

Bulls at 10 pefos each . - • 4 

at 2 pefos each .. . « 22,601 

at I pefo each . . •«. 164,220 

at z reals each . . - 2,4<52,^oo 









2,649,J2S 




For Peru> 


- 




at 


16 pefos 4§ reals each 


^ 


5 


at 


) pefos ) reals each 


- 


14,202 


at 


I pefo s» reals 


- 


78^822 


at 


4 reals .. . • 


- 


4iOi;2s 


at 


J reals - - 


- 


668. 601 



NOTE LXXIL p. n9- 



JljlS Villa Segnor, to whom we are indebted for this 'in- 
formation contained in his Theatro Americano , publifhed 
in Mexico , A. D. 1746, was accomptant-general in one of 
the moft confiderable departments of the royal revenue , 
and by that means had accefi to proper information , his 
teftimony with refpeA to this point merits great credit. No 
fuch accurate detail of the Spanifh revenues in any part of 
America, has hitherto been publifhed in the Eijglifh language, 
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tnd the particulars of it may appear curious and intereftiti| 

to fome of my readers. 

From the bwU of Cmzada, pubUflied every two years, 

there arifes an annual revenue in pefos 1^0,000 

From the doty on filver - • • 700,000 

From the duty on gold - • - ' 60,000 

From tax on cards • - . - 70,000 
From tax on Pulque 5 a drink ufed by tiie 

Indians . . ^ • . 161,000 

From tax on ihunped paper • « 41,000 

From ditto on ice - ^ «• • iS,S22 

From ditto on leather - - • a, 500 

From ditto on gunpowder • • » fh^^^, 

From ditto on fait - - * * j 2,000 

From ditto on copper of Mechocan • 1,000 

From ditto on alum - - - . 6,500 

From ditto on Juego de los gallos ^ 21 ,100 

From the half of ecclefiaftical annats •» 49,000 

From royal ninth of bifhoprics , &c. ^ • 6g,8oo 

From the tribute of Indians * - 6^0,000 

From Alcavala, or duty on fale of goods 72S87^ 

From th/s Almajorifafgo , cuftomJioufe )7))}H 

From the mint i- ^ «•? * - ?57»SO<> 

This fum amounts to 8i9»i6t L Sterling; and if we 
add to it the profit accruing from the {ale of 5000 quintals 
of quickfilver, imported from the mines of Almaden, in 
Spain, on the king's account, and what accrues from the 
Averia , and fome other taxes which Villa Segnor does not 
cftimate, the public revenue in New Spain may well be 
reckoned above a million pounds fterling money. Theat 
Mcx. vol. i. p. 98, &c. According to Villa Segnor, 
the total produce of the Mexican mines , amounts at 1 
mediu^l to eight millions of pefos in filver annually, and 
to S9i2 marks of gold. lb. p. 44. Several branches of 
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the revenue have been explained in the courfe of the biftory ; 
forae y which there was no occafion of mentioning , require 
a particular illuftration. The right to the tithies in the New 
World , is veiled in the crown of Spain , by a bull of 
Alexander VI. Charles V. appointed them to be applied in 
the following manner : One fourth is allotted to the bifliop 
of the diocefe » another fourth to the dean and chapter , 
and other officers of the cathedral. The reihaining half is 
divided into nine equal parts. Two of thcfe , under the 
denomination of ios dor Novenos reales , are paid to the 
crown , and conftitute a branch of the royal revenue. The 
oQier feven parts are applied to the maintenance of the 
parochial clergy , die building and fupport of churches , and 
other pious ufes. Recopil. lib. L tit. xvi. Ley. 2 ) , &c. 
Avendano , Thefaur. Indic. vol. i. p. 1 84. 

The Alcavala is a duty levied by an excife on the falc 
of goods. In Spain it amounts to ten per cent In America, 
to four per cent Solorzano , Polit Indiana , lib. vL c. 8* 
Avendano, vol. 1. 186. 

The Almajorifafgo , or cuftom paid in America on goods 
imported and exported , may amount on an average to fifteeti 
per cent. Recopil. lib. viii. tit xiv. Ley. i. Avendano , 
voL i. 188. 

The Averia , or tax paid on account oS convoys to guard 
the Ihips failing to ai^d from* America, was firft impofed 
when Sir Francis Drake filled the New World with terror 
by his expedition to the South^ea. It amounts to two per 
cent on the value of goods. Avendano, voL L p. 189. 
Kecopil. lib. ix. tit. ix. Ley. 4), 44. 

I have not been able to procure any accurate detail of 
the feveral branches of revenue in Peru, later than the 
year. I i 14. Fr6m a curious manufcript , containing a 
ftate of that vice-royalty in all its departments , prefented 
to the Marquis of Montes - Claros , by Franc. Lopez Ca- 
xavantes, accomptant-general in the tribunal of Lima, it 
appears , that die public revenue, as nearly as I can 
compute the value of the money in which Caravantes 
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ftates his accounts, amounted in ducats at 
4 8. iiA,to- - - - - 2^^^2^^6% 

Expenfes of government • ' - -. 1,241,992 



Net free revenue 1,129^76 



The total in fterling money - • L. s8Mo} 
Expenfes of government - - 509,568 

Net free revenue 2 7 7,7; 5 



But feveral articles appear to be omitted in this compu- 
tation, fuch as the duty on (tamped paper , leather, ecde- 
fiaftical annats , &c. fo that the revenue of Peru may be well 
fuppofed equal to that of Mexica 

In eompttting the expenfe of government in New Spain , 
I may take that of Peru as a ftandard. There the annud 
eftahlifhmenc for defraying the chargle ^of admlnifiration , 
exceeds one half of the revenue coUedted , and there is no 
reafon for fuppofing it to be lefi in Newr Spain. 

I have obtained a calculation of the total amount of the 
public revenue of Spain from America and the Phib'ppines , 
x^hich , as the reader will perceive from the two laft articles, 
is more recent than any* oP the former* 

Alcavalas ( Excife ) and Aduanas ( Cuf- 

toms), &c in pefos friertes - 2,5001000 

Puties on gold and fiiver - - 3,000,000 

Bull of Cruzada .... 1,000,000 

Tribute of the Indians - . - -^ a,ooo^ooo 

By {ale of quickfilvcr - . - j 00,000 

Paper exported on the king's account , 

and fold in the royal warehoufes - 300,000 
Stamped paper, tobacco, and other finall 

duties ..... 1^000,000 
Duty on coinage of, at the rate of one 

real de la Plata for each mark • 3 00,000 



Digitized 



by Google 



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 4x1 



From the trade of Acapulco , and the coaft- 
ing trade from province to province , * - 

Affiento of negroes - - . . 

From the trade of Mathi , or herb of 
Paraguay , formerly monopoh'zed by the 
Jefuits - - - - . 

From other revenues formerly belonging 
to that order - 



900,000 

200j000 



500,000 
400,000 



Total 13,000,000 
Total in fterling money L. 2,700,000 



Dedud half, as the cxpcnfe of adminif- 
tration , and there remains net free 



revenue 



i. I. J 5 0,000 



NOTE IXXIIL p. 540. 



xxN author , long converfant in co^nercial fpeculation , 
has computed , that from the mines ofVjew Spain alone , 
the king receives annually , as his fifth , the fum of two 
millions of our money. Harris , Collecfi:. of Voy. ii. p. 1 64. 
According to this calculation , the total produce of the mines 
muft be ten millions fterling ; a fum fo exorbitant , and fo 
little correfponding with all accounts of the annual importa- 
tion from America , that the information on which ic ip 
founded muft evidently be erroneous. According to Campo- 
manes , the total produA of the American mines may be 
computed at thirty millions of pefos , which , at four fhillings 
and fix pence apefo, amounts to 7,425.000 1. fterling, the 
king's fifth of which ( if that were regularJy paid ) would be 
1,485,000 L But from this fum the expenfe of adminiftra- 
tion is to be deduded , which is very confiderable , as ap- 
pears from the preceding-note. Educ. Popular , vol. il. p. 1 } i. 
note. 
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NOTE LXXIV. p. uo- 

According to Bern, de Ulloa , all foreign goods cx^ 
ported from Spain to America pay duties of various kinds, 
amounting in all to more than 2^ per cent. As mod of the 
goods with which Spain fupplies her colonies are foreign ; 
fuch a tax upon a trade fo extenfive muft yield a confiderabie 
revenue. Retab. des Manuf. & du Commerce d'Efp, p. i$o. 
He computes the value of goods exported annually from Spain 
to America , to be about two millions and a half fterling , 
p. 97. 

NOTE LXXV. p. J42. 

X HE Marquis de Serralvo , according to Gage , by t 
monopoly of fait , and by embarking deeply in the Manila 
trade as well as' in that to Spain , gained annually a million 
of ducats. In one year he remitted a million of ducats to 
Spain » in order to purchafe from the Conde Olivares , and 
his creatures , a prolongation of his government, p. ^i. He 
was fuccefsiful in his fuit, and continued in office from 1624 
to 16)5, double the ufual time. 
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N. B. The Roman Numerals refer to the Volume j 
and the Figures to the Page. 



j^SrSSTNIA , an embafly fent to that country by 
•^ John II. king of Portugal , i. 67. 
Acapulco , the nature of the trade carried on from thence , 

to Manila, iii. 99^. Amount of the treafure on board 

the fhip taken by Lord Anfon , 406. 
Acofla , his method of accounting for the different degree^ 

of heat, in the old and new continents, ii. 385. 
Adair , his account of the revengeful temper of the native 

Americans, ii. 420. 
Adanfon , his juftification of Hanno's account of the Afri*» 

can feas, i. 294. 
Africa^ the weftem coaft of, firft explored by order of 

John I. king of Portugal , i. 49. Is difcovered from 

CapeNon, toBojador, $0. Cape Bojador doubled , 59, 

The countries fouthward of the River Senegal difcovered , 

62. Cape of Good Hope feen by Bartholomew Dias, 66. 

Ignorance of the ancient aftronomers concerning, 29 f. 

Caufes of the extreme heat of the climate there, H. 9, 
Agriculture^ the ftate of, among the native Americans, 

ii. 99. Two principal caufes of the defedts of, 10^. 
Aguado is fent to Hifpaniola, as a coromillioner to infpe<^ 

the condudt of Columbus « i. 1 S S • 
AguiUr , Jerom de , is relieved from a long captivity 

among the Indians at Cozumel , by Fernando Cortes ^ 

ii. 220. 
Albuquerque J Rodrigo, his barbarous treatment of die In- 
dians of Hiipaniola , i* 254.^ 
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Alcavala , in the Spanifh cuftoms , the term explained , 
iii. 409. 

Aiexander the Great , his poKtical charadler, i. 17. His 
motive in founding the city of Alexandria, ib. His dif- 
covehes in India, ig^ 19* 

Alexander VI. Pope , grants to Ferdinand and Ifabella of 
Caftile , the right of all their weftem difcoveries, i. lU* 
Sends miffionaries with Columbus on his fecond voyage, 1 ? ?. 

Almagro , Diego dp , his birth and character , iii, 4. Affo- 
ciates with Pizarro and de Luque, in a vpyage of difco- 
very , ibid. His unfuccefsful attempts , 6. Is negleded 
by Pizarro in his Spanifh negociation, i^. Is reconciled 
to him , 16. Brings reinforcements to Pizarro at Peru , 57* 
Beginning of dilTenfions between him and Pizarro , 5 ^ 
Invades Chili, ^6. Is created governor of Chili, and 
marches to Cuzco^ 62. Seizes Cuzco , out of the hands 
of Pizarro, 6%. Defeats Alvarado, and takes him pri- 
foner, 6^. Is deceived by the artful negociations of 
Francis Pizarro, 67. Is defeated by die Pizarros , 70. 
Is taken prifoner, 7c. Is tried and condemned, 7J- 
Is put to death ,74. 

Almagro , the fon , affords refuge to his father's followers 
at Lima, iii. 84- His character, ibid. Heads a con- 
fpiracy againft Francis Pizarro , 8 <; » Pizarro affaffinated , ib. 
Is ackmjwledged as his fuccelfor, 87. His precaripus 
fituation, 88. Is defeated by Vaca de Caftro , 91. Is 
betrayed and executed, 92. 

Almajorifafgo ^ in the Spanifh American cuftoms, the amount' 
of, iiL 409. 

Alvarado^ Alonzo, is fent from Lima, by Francis Pizarro , 
with a body of Spaniards to reheve his brothers at Cuzco, 
ill. 64. Is taken prifoner by Almagro, 69, His efcape, 67. 

Alvarado , Pedro de , is left by Cortes to command at 
Mexico , while he marched againft Narvaez , ii. ; 02. 
He is befiegcd by the Mexicans, 509. His imprudent 
condudt, 310. His expedition to Quito in Peru, iii. 50, 

Amazons y a community of, faid to exift in South-America, 
by Francis Orellana, iii. gi* ' 
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Jtmerica^ the continent of, difcovered byChriftopher Co* 
lumbus, i. 164. How it obtained this name, 178. Fer- 
dinand of Caftile nominates two governments in , 226. 
The propofitions offered to the natives ,227. lU recep- 
tion of Ojeda and Nicueflk among them, 228. The 
South -Sea difcovered by Balboa, 242. Rio de Plata 
difcovered, 252. The natives of, injurioufly treated by 
the Spaniards, 277- The vaft extent of, ii. 2. The 
grand objeds it prefented to view , 5. The circumftances 
of, favorable for commerce and civilization, 4, The 
climates of, 6, 7. Various caufes of the peculiarity of 
its climates ,8* Its rude, and uncultivated flate when 
firft difcovered, i). Its animals, i^. Its infedts and 
reptiles, 17. Birds, 18. General account of its foil , 20. 
Inquiry into the firft population of, 22. Could not be 
peopled by civilized nations, 29. The northern extremity 
of, contiguous to Afia , 92. Probably peopled by 
Afiatics , 40. Condition and charader of the native in- 
habitants inquired into , 42. "Were more rude than the 
natives of any other known parts of tlje earth , 44. The 
Peruvians and Mexicans > excepted, 45. The firft (jiit 
coverers incapableof a judicious fpeculative examinadon, 46. 
The various fyftems of philofophers refpedling the natives , 
48. Method obferved in the prefent review of their bodily 
conftitution and circumftances, ^o. The venereal difcafe 
derived from this part of the world, 75. Why fo 
thinly irlhabited, 109. The country depopulated by con- 
tinual wars^ 14^. Caufe of the extreme coldnefs toward 

.the fouthern extrerajty of, 589. The natural uncultivated 
ftate of the country defcribed , 591. Bones of large 
extintV fpecies of animals difcovered under ground near 
the banks of the Ohio, 992. Why European animals 
degenerate there, 39?. Suppofed to have undergone a 
convulfive feparation from Afia, 596. The vicinity of 
the two continents of ^fia and America clearly afcertained, 
J98 — 402. Caufes of the depopulation of, traced, iii. 2}8. 
This depopulation not the refult of any intentional fyftem 
of polipy I a4o« Nor the refulc of religign » 2 4 3 • Numi)er 
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of Indtai^ natives ftill remaining in Mexico and Perd , 244. 
All the Spanifh doniinions there , fubjeded to two vice- 
roys, 24.8, Its third viceroyalty lately eftablifhed, ib» 
Sec Mexico^ Peru^ Cortes y PizarrOj &c, 

Americans , native , in Spanifh America , their bodily con- 
ftitution and complexion, ii. ^i. Their ftrength and 
abilities, 53. Their infenfibility with regard to their 
women, 59. No deformities in their frame, 60. This 
circumftance accounted for , 62. Uniformity of their 
color, 6). A peculiar race of, defcribed, 66, The 
Efquimaux, 68. Patagonians ^ ibid. The exiflence of 
Patagonian giants yet remaining to be decided , 70. Their 
difeafes , 71. Tlie venereal difeafe peculiarly theirs, 7;. 

• The powers and qualities of their minds , 74. Are only 
folicitous to fupply immediate wants , ^6. The art of 
computation, fcarcely known to them, 77. Have no 
abftraft ideas , 78- The North- Americans much jnorc 
intelligent than thofe of the South, 81. Their averfion 
to labor, 82. Their focial (tate, 8^« Domeftic union, 86. 
The women , 87. Their women not prolific, 90. Their 
parental affec^on and filial duty , 92. Their modes of 
fubfiflence, 94. Fifhing, 9^. Hunting, 96. Agricul- 
ture, 99, The various objeds of their culture, lOO. 
Two principal caufes of the defeats of t|ieir agriculture ,10;. 
Their want of tame animals , ibid. Their want of ufcful 
metals, io6. Their political inftitutions, iog» Were 
divided into fmall independent conununities , ibid. Ua« 
acquainted with the idea of property, no. Their high 
fenfe of equality and independence > ii2. Their ideas 
of fubordination imperfect , 113. To what tribes thefe 
defcriptions apply, 115. Some exceptions, 116. Flo- 
rida, 117. The Natchez, 118. The iflands , ti9' 
In Bogota , ibid. Inquiry into the caufes of thefe ir- 
regularities , 121. Their art of war, 124. Their mo^ 
tives to hoftility , 12^. Caufes of their ferocity , 12^. 
Perpetuity of their animofities , 1 28. Their modes of 
conducing war , 129. Are not defUtute of courage and 
fi»rtitade^ t}i. Incapable of military difcipline, i)). 
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Their treatment of prifoners, i:)4. Their Jbrtinide under 
torture, ij6. Never eat human flefh but to gj:atify 
revenge, 199. How the South- Americans treated their 
prifeners, 140. Their military education, 14 »• Strange 
method of chuHng a captain , among the Indians on the 
banks of the Orinoco , 142, Their numbers wafted by 
continual wars , 14^^ Their tribes now recruit their 
numbers by adopting prifoners, 146. Are never for- 
midable in war, to j^ore polithed nations., 147.. Th|5ir 
arts, drefs, and ornaments, 148, 149. Their habit^ 
ations , 1^2. Their arms, i^^. Their domeftic 
utenfils, 1 5 6* Codtrudion of their canoes, 15^. The 
liftleflhefs with which they apply to labor, 158. Their 
religion, 160. Some tribes altogether deftitute of any, 
f i ) . Remarkable diverfity in their religious notions ,167. 
^heir ideas of the immortality of th^ foul , 170. Thei^ 
modes of burial, i72> "Why their Phyficians pretend to 
be <:onjurer8 , 174, Their love of dancing , 177. Their 
immoderate paflion for gaming, igi. Are extreme^ 
addtded to drunkennefs ,. ^i^r, l^ut their aged and in-* 
curable to death, i86» General eflimate pf their 
charadler, 187. Their intelle^al ^wers , i88- Their 
political talents ^ iSO. Powers of affc<ftion, 191* Hard* 
nefs of heart, 192. Their infenfibility ,^ 19 f. /faci^ 
turnity ,19s. Their cunning , 196. Their virtues ^ 198. 
Their fpirit of independence , ibid. Fortitude , ibidk 
Attachment to their community, 199. Their fatis^dtioti 
yith their own condition , 200. General caution with 
refpe<^ to this inquiry, 2o;. Two diftinguilhable clafTes 
of, 205. Exceptions as to their charadter , 2o6» Their 
charaderiftic features defcribed, 40;. Inftances of their 
perfevering fpeed , ibid. An antipathy induftrioufly en- 
couraged between them and the negroes m America , by 
the Spaniards, iii» 266^ Their prcfent condition, 267* 
How taxed , ib. Stated fervices demanded from them, 26g. 
Mode of exaddng thefe fervices , 269. How governed « 
270. Protedtorofthetndians, his function, 271. fceafoiis 
Vfhy fo fmali a progreft is made in their conveifion, 2^2- 
Vot. III. £c' 
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jimerigo Telpocd pubUflies the firft written account df the 
New World, and henoe gave name to America, i. 177. 
His claim as a difcoverer examined, )if. 

Anacoana , a female cazique of Hifpaniola , her bafe and 
cruel ttfage by the Spaniards, i. 21;. 

Andet , ftupendotts^lieight and extent of that range of 
mountains, ii. }. Their height compared with othet 
mounudns , )8)* Gonzalo Pizarro^s remarkable expe- 
dition over, iii. 78* 

Animals i large , very few found in Ametica at its firft dif- 
covcry i ii. 17. 

Ancients , cauft of the imperfedion pf the art of navigation 
among them, i. 5. Their geografrfiical imowledge ex* 
trcmcly confined, 294—298. 

Arabians peculiarly attached to the ftudy of geography^ 

L 32. 

Argonauts ^ the expedition of, why to famous among the 
Greeks , i. 14. 

Arithmetic^ or computation ^ the art of, hardly known to 
the native Americans , ii. 77. 

Afcolinoy father, his extraordinary miflion to the prince of 
the Tartars, i. J8- 

AJiatic difeoveries made by the Ruffians , ii. ;2. 

AJfient^ XtzAq ^ the nature of, explained, iii. ji2. The 
- frauds in, and how put an end to, p}. 

Atabualpa , is left by his father Huafcar his fuccefTor in 
the kingdom of Quito, iii. 2}. Defeats his brother 
Huafcar , and ufutps the empire of Pern , 24. Sends 
prefents to Pizarro, 27. Vifits Pizarro, jr. Is perfi- 
dioufly fcized by him, 54. Agrees with Pizarro on a 
ranfom, 55. Is refufed his liberty, 40. His behaviour 
during his confinement, 42. A form of trial beftowed 
on him, 4;. Is put to deadi, 4?. Comparifon of au- 
thorities relating to his tranfadtions with , and treatment 
by , Pizarro, j^o. 

Audience of New Spain , board of, eftebliflied by the Em- 
peror Charles V. ii. j8o* Courts of, their junfdldtion , 
iii. 249. 



Digitized 



by Google 



r ir D E X, 

Aviria ', a Spanifh tax for convoy to and ftom America , 

when firft impofed » iii. ^ Its rate , 
'Azores^ thofe Ulands difcovered by the Fortugnefe , i. iSo. 



Balboa^ VafcoNugnez de, fetdcs a colony at Sa(nta Maria, 

• in the gulph of Darien, L 2jo. Receives intelligence 
of the rich country of Peru, 237- His charadter, 259. 
Marches acrofe the ifthmus, 240. Difcovers the Southern 
Ocean, 242. Returns, 24^ Is fuperfeded in his 
command by the appointment. of Pedrarias Davila, 24s. 
Is fined by Pedrarias for former tranfkdtions , 246. Is 
appointed lieutenant-governor of the countries on the 
South-Sea, and marries Pedrarias's daughter, 249. Is 

* arrefted and put to death by Pedrarias, 250. 
Bark , Jefuits , a production peculiar to Peru , iii. 294, 
-Barrer^; his defcription of the conftruftion of Indian houfes, 

ii. 428. 
Bebaim , Martin , the honor of having difcovered America 

falfely afcribed to him by fome German authars, i. ja8. 

Account of him and his family, ;o9, 
'Bf bring and Tfchirikow, Ruffian navigators , thought to 

have difcovered the north-weft extremity of America from 
* " the eaftwar d , ii. 9 s • Uncertainty of dieir accounts , 392. 
'Senaicazaty governor of St. MichaeU reduces theklpplom 

of Quito , iii. 49. Is deprived of his command by Pi'^ 

zarro, 78. 
Benjamin^ the Jew of Tudela , his extraordinary travels, i. 37. 
-'Bcrnaldet ^ inftance of the bravery of the Caribbecs men- 
tioned by him, ii. 494* 
"Betbencourt , John de , a Norman baron , conquers and pof- 
•* feffes th^ Canary Iflauds, i. 45- 
Birds y the flight of, often ftretch to an immenfe difhince 
^ from land, i. )o}. An account of thofe natural to 

America, iL i8* 
sJiogotu la^-Amerioa , jTome acco^mt of the vihabitimis 

£e % 
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ef, H. f2o. Caufes of their tame fubmiffion to Ae 
Spaniards ,122. Their religious dodrines and rites , 1 68* 

Bojador^ cape, the fifft difcovery of , i. 50. Is doubled 
by the Portuguefe difcovcrers, s?* * * 

Bojfti^ his account of the American \vtir<3Gvig, il 42). 

Booadilla , Francis de , is fent to Hifpanic^ to inquire into 
the tondud of Columbus, i. i8)* Sends Columbus 
home in irons, 185. Is degraded, 187. t9t. 

Bougainville^ his defence of the Periplus of Hanno, 1. 294. 

Bouguer^ M. his characfler of the native Peruvians, ii. 408. 

Brajily the coafi of, jdifcovered |py Alvarez Cabral, i. i8o* 
Remarks on the climate of, ii. }87* 

Bridges^ Peruvian, defcribed, iii. 575. 

Buenof Ayrts , in South-America, ibme account of that 
province, iiL 228^ 

JBM//r,^ papal, of no force in Spanifh America, before exa- 
mined and approved by the royal council of the Indies ^ 
iii. 274. See Ctuzado. 

Burial of the dead» American mode of, iL 172* 



C^ral, Alvarez, a Portuguefe commander, difcovers the 
coaft of Brafil, i^ 180. 

.Cacba^ the beft in quality , produced in the Spanifli Amer 
fican colonies, iii. 294. The pr^paridon of chocolate 
from, derived from the JMexic^ds^ Ji7. 

Cadiz ^ the galeons and flota, removed thither from Seville, 
iiL )04. 

California,^ the peninfula.of , difcovered by Fernando Cor- 
tes, ii. ;8i. The true (late, of this country Jong un* 
known, ill. 220. Why .dejwreciated by the Jefuits, ibid. 
Favorable account of, given by Don JofephGalvez, 221* 

Califomianf y the <?harafter of, by P. Venegas, ii. 411. ^ 

jCamptacby^ difcovered by Cordova , who is repulfed by the 
natives, i. 284* 

jCamt^manet ^ I)oa Pedro Rod^igaez , charaStr jvf fait 
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-pdidcal and commercial wtitingg^ ilv 4.0 f;. His tccoutit: 
- of the produce oF the Spanifli American mines , 411, 
Canary iflands eredcd into a kingdom by pope Clement VI. 

i. 4^. Are conquered by John de Bethencourt, ibid, 
Cannibak , no people ever found to cat human flcfli for 

fubfiftence , though often for revenge , ii. 1 3 S. 4^4. 
Canoes \, American , the conftruiftion of, deftribed , iL 1^7. 
Caraccas , eftablifhment of the company trading to that 

coaft » ill. } 18. Growth of the trade , 400* 
Caribbee iflands , difcovered by Columbus in hts fecond 

voyage, i. 1)6. 
Capbbees ^ their fpirit pcculiarlV fierce, 11. 207. Their 

charader by M. de Chanvalon,\io. Probable conjedlure 

as to the diftindion in chara<fteri»^ween them and the 

natives of the larger iflands, 4)5. 
Carpini^ his extraordinary million to the prince of the 

Tartars, i. 58. 
Cartbagena ^ the harbour of , the fafeft and beft fortified 

<tf any in all; the SpaniHi American dooiinions , iii. 2 ; t • ' 
Cartbaginiant , ftate of commerce and navigation among , 

L 9. The fkmious voyages of Hanno and Himilco, 1 1. 
Carvajal^ Frandfco de , contributes *to Vaca de Caftro's 
: vvftory over yming Almi^o , iii. 91. Encourages Gonzalo 

,Pizarro to afliime the government of P^ni, 109. Ad- 

vlfes Pizarro to affume the fovereignty of the coiintry ,114^ 

Is fetzed by Gafca and executed, i)o. . 
Ct/I/7/o, Bernal Diaz del, chiEomder of his Hift(Mria Verda* 

dera de la Conquifla de la Nueva Efpagna, ii. 4^7. 
Centeno , Diego', revolts from Gonzalo Pizarro to th\B 

viceroy- of Peru, iii. iii. Is defeated by Carvajat , and 

fecretes himfelfin a cave, 11 v Sallies out and feizet 

Cuzco, Hi. Is reduced by PizuTo, it^j. Is employed 

by Gafca to make difcoveries in the regions about llie 

river Plata, i|6. *. 

Cbanvahn , M. de, his charader of the native CaribbeeSt 

ii. 410. ' r - \ 

Cbapetonef,, in the Spaidfli Americaii cdonies V ^^^^ Am 

diftinguiflied , iiL z6i. : 

Set 
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^ebarhs ITT. king of Spain , efltblifhes padcei-boaft behreea 
Spain and the colonies , iii. )3i. Allows free tracje to 
the windward idands, 922. Grants the colonies a &et 
trade with each other , 12$. 

€barUs V. emperor , fends Roderigo de Figocroa to Hit 
paniol^i , as chief judge , to regulate the treatment of the 
Indians , i. 266. Caufes this fubjed to be debated hektt 
him , 27). Equips a iquadron at the fblicitation of 
Ferdinand Magellan, ii. ;6;. Refigns his claim on the 

' JMoluccas to the Portuguefe , ;68* Appoints Cortes 
governor of New Spain, ni* Rewards him on coming 
home^ )79. Eftablifhes a board called the Audience of 
New Spain,. ;8o. His confultations on American afiairs, 
ill* 92. Eifhibliflies new regulations ,97. 

Cbilij IS invaded by Almagro, iii* $6^ How fubjeded by 
the Spaniarids, 224. Excdience of its climate and foil; 
ibid. Caufe of its being negleded^ 229. . Profpe<^ of 

. its improvement, 216* ' , 

Chiqtdtos ^ political ftate of that people ^ &om Fernandez , 

. iL 420. . . 

ChocoJaf^^ the ufe of, derived from theMeidcans^, liL ^t% 

CMula , in Mexicd , arrival of Cortet thore , with fome 

' accoilint of the town, ii. 26). A con^acf againft 
Cortes di(eovered , and the inhabitants <kftroyed , 266^ 

Ciceroni inftance of his ignorance in geography, i. 298. 

Ciitaha^ political ftate of the people there, ti. 419. Their 

- mode of living, 41 7* Are deftitute of all religion, 4^ i** 
Extraordinary large grain of gold found there, iii. 176. 

€iueguilla^ in the province of Sonora , . late £fcoveries of 
rich mtmfs made there by the Spaniards, iii. 219. Pro- 
bable effe<fts of thefe difcoveries ,220. t 

C/4f%iFd , IW. ftveral of his obje<Sions anfwercd, iii. )^). 
39f. 

Content VI, pope , erefts the Canary iftmds, into a king- 

, doimv 'i '^s'. ■ - ■ ...■,.'', . 

CHtnaut^ influenced by a variety of caufes, ii. f. Their 

: q)erition im «biikind, 2:0^. / foquiry into the canfe of 
the dUfcrent degrees of heat in, jS^^ : ? ' , 
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C^cbiniitly an important produdion , almoft peculiar te 

New Spain, iil 2^94. 
Cold J extraordinary predominance of, in- the climate (^ 

Ameriqa, ii. 7. Caufes of this peculiarity, 9. 
CQhnies^ Spanifh American, view of the policy and trade 
of, iii, 217. Depopulation the firlt effccft of them , ibid^ 
Caufes of this depopulation, a J 8. The fmallpox very 
fatal to , 240. General ide^ of the Spanifh policy in , 249 • 
Earfy interpofition of the regal authority in , 245. Aa 
exclufive trade the firfl; object in , 254* Compared with 
thofe of ancient Greece and Rome, 2^^. The great 
reftridions they are fqbjed to, 2S7- Slow progrefs of 
their population ^om Europe, 2^8* Are difcouraged by 
the ftate of property there ,259* And by the nature of 
their eccjefiaftical policy, 261. The various claffes. of 
people in, ibid. Ecglefiaftical conllitution of, 275. 
Form and endowments of the church there, 275. Per- 
nicious efiedts of menaftic inftitutions there , 2761, 
Charadt^r of the epcleiiaftics there ^ 278. Produdtiony 
of, 286. The miftes ,287. Thofe of Potofi and S^co- 
tecas , 28 8r The fpirit with which they are worked , 290. 
Fatal efie&s of this ardor, 292» Other commodities 
that compofe the 9ommerce of , 29). Amazing increafo 
of horned cattle there, 299. Advantages which Spain 
formerly derived from them , 296. Why the ftme ad* 
yamtages are not ftill received , 297. Guarda Coftas 
employed to check the contraband tracte in, p). The 
ufe of rggifter fhips introduced , ibid^ And galeons laid 
ailde, %i6. Company of the Caraccas inftituted, ;i8« 
EftabliHiment of regular packet-boats to, 320. Prep 
trade permitted between them « %t%* New regulations 
in the government of, ^26. Reformation of the courts 
ofjuftice, 327, New diftribution of governmems, i^frf^ 
. A fourth viceroy alty eftablilhed , ; 28. Attempts to 
. reform domeftic policy, jjo. Their trade M'ith th^ 
. Philippine illands » 314. Revenue derived from, by 
Spain , }J7. Expenfe of. adminift^ayon there, J^o, 

Ee 4 
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' State of population in , ) 8 1« The number of monafteriej 
there, 589. Ste Mexico^ Peru ^ &c, 

Columbus , BaVthdomew , is fent by his brother Chriftopher 
to negociate with Henry VI 1. king of England, i. %\. 
The misfortunes of his voyage, 87. Follows his brotfierto 

' Hifpaniola, 146. Is vefted with the adminiilrdtien of 
affairs there by his {>rother on his return to Spain, i{6. 
Founds the town of St Domingo, 166. 

CoIumbuT 9 Chriftopher , birth and education of , L 70. 
His early voyages, 7i» Marries and fettles at Lisbon, 72. 
His geographical reflections, 75. Conceives the idea of 
making difcoveries to the weftward , 77. Offers liis 
fer vices to the Genoefe fenate^ 80. Caufe of his overtures 
being reie^Hied in Portugal , 82. Applies to the courts 
of Caftile and England , ib. 8)* His propo&l , libw 

' treated by the Spanifli geographers , 84* Is pataronifed by 
Juan Perez, 87* His propofids again rejected, 89* Is 
invited by IfabeUa , and engaged in the Spanifli fervice , 9 ;• 
Preparations for kis voyage, 95. The amount of his 
equipment, 96. Sails from Spain, 97* His vigilant 
attention to ^aU circumftances during Ins voyage ^ 99. 

• Apprehenfions of hiscrew, 100. His addreft in quieting 
' their cabals , 104* Indications of their approaching 

land, 106. An ifland difoovered , 107* Hekmds, io8« 

* His interview with the natives , 109. Names the ifland 
San Salvador, ifo. Profecutes his dilboveries ftudu 

' ynad , III. Difcovers , and lands on , the ifland of 
Cuba, 112. Difcovers Hifpaniola , 114. Sufiers 
fhipwreck , but is faved by the Indians, 11^. Builds 

^ a fort, 121. Returns to Europe, 124. His expedient 
to preftrve the memory of his difcoveries during a 

' ftorm, 126. Arrives at the Azores, ibid. Arrives at 
lisbon, 127. His reception in Spain, 129, His audience 
mth Ferdinand and IfabeUa, 190. His equipment for a 

' fecond voyage, in- Difcovers the Caribbee iilands, 116. 
Finds his colony on Hifpaniola dcftroycd, i J7. Buildb a 

' cityi which he calls IfabeUa ,119. Vifita the interior 
parts of the country, 141. His men difcQntented and 
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t fiiftious^. X4|. Difcovej^ the ifland of Jamaica, .145. 
Meets his brother Bartholomew at IfabcUa, 146. The 

' natives ill ufed by his men , ai^ begin to be alarmed, 
1 4 7 9 f 4 8. He defeats the Indians > i s i* Exads tribute 
ffom them, I5?« Returns to Spain to juAify his con- 
dud;, i%6. Is fiirnifhed with a more regular plan > for 

• colcmiza^on, I58* His third voyage, 162. Difcoveis 
the ifland of Trimdad, 16;. Difcovers the continent of 
An^erica, 1^4* ' State of Hifpaniola on his arrival, i4^ 
Competes the mutiny of Rolcbn and his adherents, 169. 
Is diftrcfled by the Odious behaviour of his men , igc. 

r Complaints carried to Spain againfi him, igs. . Is fei^: 
home in irons y ig^ Clears his condud, but is not 

• reflored to his authority, 137. His Cblicitations 
negjeded, 192, Foitns new fchemes of difcovery, r9|. 

' Engages in a fourth voyage, 19^. His treatment at 
Hifpaniola, 196. Searches after a paflage to the Indian 
ocean, 197. Is fhipwrecked OQ the coaft of Jamaica, 199* 
His artifice to fecure the fifendfliip of die Indians, 202. 
Is delhrered, and arrives at Hif^niola, %o6. Returns 
to Spsun , 207. His death , aog. His right to the 
original difcovery of America defended ,507. 

jC^iumbuf ,- Don Diego , fues out his daims to his father's 
IM'ivileges, i. 222. Marries and goes over to Hifpaniola , 
223. EftaUifhes a pearl fifliery atCubagua , 22^, Projeds 

^ the conqueft of Cuba ,2)2. His meafurea thwarted by 
Ferdinand, 2n* Returns to Spain , ib. 

Commerce^ the lera from which its commencement is to be 
dated, L 2.^ Motives to an intercourfe among diftant 
nations , 4. Still iiourifhed in the eaftem empire afber 
the (bbverfion of the weftem , }!• Revival of y'in 
Europe, n. . 

Canpafi , mariner's , navigation extended mmre by the in- 
vention of , than by all the efibrts of preceding a^ , 
L 42. By whom invented, 41* 

Condamine , M. his account of the country at the foot of 
the Andes, in South- America, ii. $91. His remarks oa 
the qharader of the native Americans^ 409. 410. 
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•Congo , tke kingdom of, diJR:overed by^the FortDguere, 

Omflantinoph ^ the coiifequencs of remoying the feat of the 
Roman empire to , i. f 9« Contioued a (Hmmercial city 
after the extinction of the wtftern empiie » } i • Became 
the chitf martof ftaly , i^. 

Cbrdova^ Francifco Hernandez , difcoveia Yucatan ^ i 2£), 
h repaired at Campeachy, and returns to Cuba-y zfh^. 

Oniu , Alonzo , his obfervationi on the' contraband tarade 
of the ^anifh cbloniet, iii> | n« Cb^^ra^r of hiss American 
memoirs, )s^« 

iyrrt^ , Fernando , his birth , edacatioo , and cbaracfber , 
ii. 211. Is by Vebfquez appointed commander of the 
armament fitted out by him againfl; New Spain , 212. 
Velafqvez becomes jealous of him , 2 1 ^ • Vel^que^ i^ds 
orders to deprive him of his commiffion ,.and lay hin^ 
under an arreft ,216. Is proieded by his, troops, 2,17., 

' The amount of his forces, 2ig. Redtice^ the lodiaQS at 
Tabafco, 220. Arrives at St. Juan de Ulua, 221. Hia 
interview with two Mexican commanders,. ^z%. Smda 
prdents to Montezuma , 226. Receive o^ers in return ,^ 
227. His fchemes , 2n- EiiabUflies a form of civil 
government ,2)6. Re%ns his. commii&on lender Vela(. 
quez , aiul aiTumes the command in the king's name, 2^9. 
His 'friendflaip courted by the Zempoallans,24i. ^uHda 
a fort , 24)4 Concludes a formal alliat^e w:ith feveral 
caziques , 244. Difoovers a confpirapy ampng his men , 
and dteftroys his fhips , 247. Advffiices into the country., 
a^o. Isl)ppofed by diQ Tlafcalans , 2^%. Concludes a 
peace with them , zs% His rafli zeal, 2^1. Proceeds 
to Cbolula , 26}.. Pifcovers a confpifacy agatnft him 
here , and deifaroys the inhabitants , 266. Approaehes 
\n fight of the capitsd city of Mexico , 267. His firft 
interview with M<mcezuma , 269. His ^ anxiety at his 
fitu^tion in the city of Mexico, 27<$. Seizes Montezu- 
ifia, 280. Oders him to i)e fettered , 28). Reafons 
of his eondud , ibid. .Prevails on Montezuma to own 
himlelf;:a vaf&l $0 theSpanifh crown » 2S7« Ampuntand 
divifion of his treafure ,289* Enrages the Mexicans by 
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• Ks imprudent zeal , z^a. An armameiir font by VWaC 
quez to fuperfede him , 297. His deliberations on tfiis 
event ^ ^ 00. Advances to meet^Narvaex ^ ) o^ Defeat) 
Marvaez, and tabes him prifoner, )o.7-. Gains bver the 
Spanifh foldiers to his intereft , 3^8.' Returns to Mexico^ 

> )ii* His improper condud on his artival , "^it* li 

refolutely attacked by the Mexicans , t M* Attacks dieni 

. in return without fuccefs^ ^ 14. Death of Montezuma^ 1 1 S^ 

• His extraordinary efcape from death', 318^ Abandons 
At city (^Mexico, ) 1$. Is attacked by the Mexicans , 
f 2a: His great lofles in the encounter ,921. Difficulties 
of his retreat , |2). Battle of Otnml^ , 925. Defeats 

- the Mexidana, latS; Mutinous fpirit of his troops, 1^9- 
Reduces the Tepeacans , n *• Is^ ftrengthened by ftviral 
reinforcements , HI* Returns to Mexico , } 3 4. BAab^ 
liflies his head -quarters a Tezeuco , J^tf* Redutes^ 

( conciliates the furrounding countiry , • H B* Gabalt am^ng 

his troops ,559. His prudence in fuppreiSng them , ^io. 

Vf Builds- and launches a fleet ofbngantines on the faitojl 

- 344« Befieges Mexico, |4S» Makes a grand afl&ultto 
^ take the city by ft^rm , but is repulfed, )^o. Eiimdei 

• the Mexican prophecy ,593. Takes Guatimo2in prifoiiir , 
3^7. Gains poffeffioft oJF the ^y ; 3^g. And rf 'fhe 
whole empire, 360. Defeats another attempt to fuper- 
fedehim in his command , 370. Is appointed governor 
of New Spain ,371. His fchemes and arrangements, 
372. Cruel treatment of the natives ,373. His condud 

" fubjedted to inquiry , 377. RetuVris' tO Spain. t<y jttAU^ 

himfelf , 378. Is rewarded by the ertperor CbarUs V. 
' 380. Goes back ^Mexico with limited powers , ibi^ 
' Di&overs California , .381. RetttniS to Spain and dies, 

382- Inquiry into the nature of his letters to the emperor 
.f Oiarlcs V. 43^- Atfthors who ^ote of his conqueft'rf 

New Spain, 417. 4)8. ' ^ 

Council^ of the Indies, its power, iii. 2^2. 
Oreoiei , in the Spanifh American colcmies , charader of^^ 

iii.. 262. * * ' 

Croglan , colonel 6corge ^ lu$ account of ^ -^fcoirery? of 
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lilt bones of t large extbid Ipedes of tmmals in Noidi« 

Americas iL 992. 
Cn^fikiis , to the Holy Land ^ the great political advantages 

derived from, by the European nationa, i. |s* }^* 
Cntando « bulla 'of , publiihed regularly every two years in 

the Spaniih ookmiee, iti. n8. Prices of, and amount 

of the (ale at the laft publication , 4otf. 
Ci^n, the ifland of, diibovered by Qiriflopher Columbto, 

i. IIS* It failed round by Ocampo , 282« The cfon- 

qoeft of, undertaken by Diego Velafi)iiez , 3)2. £;uel 

treatment of die cazique Hatuey , and hk r^rtee to a 

friar, 2|). Columbus*s enthufiaftic . defcription of a 

harbour in , 3 04* The tobacco produced there , die 
' (neft m all America , iiL 294* 
CW^i^vM, A pearl fifliery eftabUftied there , L 22^. 
OvifM^Mt the nattves of, revenge their ill treatment by the 

Spaniards » i. z'n. The country deflated by ^cgo 
, Ocampo, 279f 
Ckisco , the capital of the Peruvian empire , founded by 

Alanoo CapsK;, iit, 21* 1$ feized by Pizarro , 49. I84>e- 
. fi^ed by the Peruvians, ^9. Is fuprifed by Alnu^ro^ 

44* Is recovered and pillaged by the Pizarros i jt. 
^ "^9$ the only city in aU Perut %i%. 



J^midttg^ the love of, t finrorite paflion among die Ame- 
ricans, ii. 177. 
DarieHy die iftbnuis of, defctibed , L 2)8. The increafe 
, of fettlement there , ohftnided by die noxioufiiefit of the 

climate, iiL 2|o. 
Ik SoHf , his unfoctooate expedition up the river Plata, L 2 < i« 
De SoiiSy Antonio, chara<£terof hisHifioria de.la Conqu^ 

de Mexico, ii. 4)8. 
Jf^f(p^la€bi^ prince • viceroy of Peru , his vigorous meS' 
fures for reftnuning the excefles of the reg^ clergy 
d^re^t iii- i8i« Risndered ineffeOud, 282« 
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Dias^ Bartbolomevir, difcovers the Cape of Good Uop^^ 

u 66. 
Difcaveries , the diflerence between thofe made by 'Ia2t4» 

and thofe by fea, ftated, i. 297. 
Dodxpill^ his obje^ons to the Perlplus of Hanno ex^oded, 

i. 291« 
DomingQy St. on the ifland of Htipaniola , founded by 

Bartholomew Columbus , i. 166. 
^Dotninicuns , thofe in Hifpaniola publicly remonfirate 

againft the cruel treatment of the Indians , i. 25 s;- See 

Las Cqfas. 
Srttttkennefs y ftrong propenfity of the Americans to in* 

dulge in^ iL i82. 



,Sartb^ die globe of » bow dirided into zones by the atH 

cients, L 27. 
Egyptians^ ancient, ftate of commerce and navigation 

among diem, i. 5. 
£1 Dorado , wonderfbl reports of a country So called, made 

by Francis Orellana, iii. gi. 
Eiepbant^ that animal peculiar to the torrid zone, ii. )92. 
Ef curtail curious calendar di&overed in the Library diere 

by Mr. Waddilove , iii. ^66. Defcription of that valuable 

.monument of Mexican art, %6'j. 
Efquimaux Indians, refemblance between them and dieir . 

neighbours the Greenlanders , ii. )9. Some account 

of, 6«. IS?. 4Z9- 
Eugene IV. pope , grants to the Portuguefe an exclufivt 

right to all the countries they fhould 'difcover , from 

Cape Non to the continent of India ,1. ^g. 
Eatroft^ how aftedted by the difmemberment of the Roman 
* Empire by the barbarous nadons , i. )0. Revival of 

commerce and navigation in, ]|. f olidcal » advantagen 

derived fiom the crufades, \6^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



n t) i iL 



'tetdiHand king ot^ Cidtile. See Cdhenibius and jr/3i£e//<. 

Turns his attention at length to the regulation of American 
-' aflfairs, i. ai^. Don Diego de Columbus fucs oot 

his father*s claims againft him , 222. Ereds tvo 

governments on the continent of America* 226. Sends 

a fleet to Darien , and fuperfedes Balboa , 24^. Appoints 
• Balboa liettenant-govcrnor of the countries on the Sotith- 
> Sea, 248. Sends Dia^ de Solis to difcover a weftem 

paflage to the Moluccas , ;ts i^ Thwarts the tneaffares of 
"'Diego Columbus, 25 1. His decree concerning the 

treatment of the Indians, ^^6» 
Fernandez , Don Diego ^ charadter of his Hiftoria delPcni, 

iii. 3464 
Fernandez^ P. his defcription of the pob'tical ftate of the 

Chiqiiitos, if. 420. 
^figueroay Rodtrigo de, is appointed chief judge ofHif- 

paniola, with a commiiCon to examine into the treat- 
' went of the Indian natives , i. i 66. Makes an experiment 

to determine the capacity of the Indians, 278* 
-Florida^ difcovered by Juan Ponce de Leon, i. 1J4- '^^^ 

chiefs there liereditary , ii. xi^. Account of from At 
•' varo Nugnez Cabe^a de Vaca , ii. 414* 
Flota^ Spamflii fome account cf, iii. J09. 
Fonfeca , bilhop of Badajos j minifter for Indian affairs , 

obftnids the plans of colonization and difcovery foraied 

by Columbus, i; 1^2. 162* Patronizes die expedition 
' of Alonzo de Ojeda, 176. 

t ' • '' - " • * • 

i. , G ^ — ' 

^ealeons^ Spanifli, the nature and purpofe of thefd veflas', 
iii. J04.. . Arrangement of their voyage, 509. 

Valvez, Don Jofej* , feitt to difcover the true ftate of 
California, iii. 221. * * * ' * 

Gamn, Vafco de, his voyage for difcoffery,, i. 172* Dou- 
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ijlcs the Cape of Good Hope, 17J. Anchors before the 
city of Melinda , ibid. Arrives at Calecut in Malabar, 1 74. 

Gaming J ftrange propenfity of the Americans to, ii. 181-' 

Ganges ^ erroneous ideas of the ancients as to the pofitioo 
of that river, 1. 297. 

Gkfca , Pedro de la , fent to Peru as preftdent of the Court 
of Audience in Lima, iii. iig. His character and 
moderation^ 119. The powers he was Vefted with, 120, 
Arrives at Panama, 121. Acquires pofleffion df Panama 
with the fleet and forces there, 12?. Advances towards 
Cuzco , 128. Pizarrd's troops defcrt to him, ijo. His 
moderate ufe of the viftory , ibid. Devifes employment 
for his foldiers, i j6. His diviGon of the country among 
his followers , ij"?. The difcontents it occafions, ijg. 
Reftores order and government ^ ibid. His reception at 
his return to Spain, 1)9. 

Geminus , inftance of his ignorance in geography, i, 299* 

Geographjy , the knowledge of, extremely confined amonj 
the ancients, i. 26. Became a favorite Audy ainon^ 
the Arabians, 32* 

Giants^ the accounts of, in our early travellers , unccm- 
firmed by recent difcoveries, i. 42. ii. 405 , 406. 

Gioia^ Flavio, the inventor of the mariner's compafs^i. 4J4 

Globe , its divifion into zonds by the ancients y^ i.- 27. 

GoUj why the firft metal with which man was acquainted, 
iii. 21 <• Extraordinary large grain of , found in the mines 

■ atCinaloa, 376* 

Gomara^ charader of his Chronica de la Nueva Efpagna, 

ii. 45^ 

Good Hopii Cape of, difcovered by Bartholomew Diazi 
L 66. 

Government , no Tifible form of, amoilg the aative Ame- 
ricans , ii. 114. Exceptions, 117. 

Gran Cbaco , account of the method of making war among 
the natives of, fromLozano, ii. 421. 

Granada^ new kingdom of, in America, )by whom re^ 
duced to the Spanifli dominion « iii. 2^. Its cKmate 
and produce I 2)^ A vi^ceroy lately eftat^ilhed there, 
«4«» 
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Creeks, ancient I progrefi of navigation and $)irGgverif ai|song 
them« L i;. Their coihniercial intercourse with other 
nations very h'mitecl^ if, i6. 

Gftmland^ its vicinity to North- America , it. J8« 

Grijaha y Juan de , fets out from Cuba on a voyage of 
difcovery ) u 2^6. Difcovers atid gives nathe to New 
Spain, 287« His reafons for not {)Ianting a colony in 
his newly difcovere^ lands , a 89* 

Guarda Codas employed by Spdii to check illicit trad^ in 
the American colonies , iii. ) 1 }. 

Guatimala^ the indigo there fuperiot to aiiy iii America, 
iiL 294. 

Gnatimozin , nephew and foh-in-law of Alontczunia , fuc- 
eeeds Quetlavaca in the kingdom of Mexico, \u ;|^« 
Repulfes the attacks of the Spaniards , id ftorming the 
city of Mexico , ; s o. Is*taken prifoner by Cortes , 5 ? 7. 
Is tortured to difcover his treafure, ^59^ Is hatiged^ 

574- . 

Gniana , Dutch , caufe of the excefllve fertility 6f the foil 
* there, ii. {95. 

H 

Hanno , his Periplus defended , with an account of his 

voyage, u 295. » . 

Hatuey^ a cazique of Cuba, his cruel treatment, and 

memorable repartee to a Francifcan friar, i. 2^- 
Havpkefwfnrtb's voyages , account of New Holland , and the 

inhabitants from , ii. 416, 
Heat , the different degrees of, in the x)ld and new con- 

• tinents, accounted for, ii. |8^ Eftimated, 194. 
Henry Prince of Portugal , his charader and fiudies, u 51. 

Expeditiims formed by his order, 5;. Applies for a 

papal grant of his new difcoveries, 58. His death, 6o. 
Herraduy Juande, aOkdihates Francis Pizarro, iii. gd^ 

-Dies, 90. 
Herrera \ the bcfl hiflorian of the conqueft of New* 

Spain, ii. 4)9. His account of Oreliana's voyage. 
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Hzfpdmdld ',' the ifland of, difcovdr^a hf Chriftofter Oq- 
lumb»s, i. ii#. His traiifadions with the nj^tiv^^s, irs. 
A colony left there by ColunTbus ,• i i>i&.- The o^otty 
deftroyed, ij?. Columbus builds a city called Ifabella ,• 
I? 9. The natives ill-tifed , and begin to be alarmed, 147. 
Are defeated by the Spaniards, 151. Tribute cxadedl 
from them, is 2. They fcheme to itarve the Spaniards, 
xsi. St. Bortiingo' founded by Bftttholoime^i Col»iAftui?v 

. 166. Colnmbus fent home in irons by Bbvadflla-,' 189... 
Nicholas de Ovando' appointfld governor,- ig8- Sum- 
mary view of the eondud of the Spaniards iavwrds the" 
natives of , 212. Unhappy fet^ - of Anaooana ,. : 2 1 5 . 
Great produce fi'om the mines there, ii^v .:Tbefnte* 
bitants diminifh y 218. Tke-Spankrd$ Fccruitthem by 
trepanning the natives of the Lucayos , 220. Arrival of 
Don Diego dte Columbus , sz^^ The natives of ^ almoff, 
extirpated by flavery , 251. 25 4* Contiove8fy^onc€rning 
the treatment pf them ^ ib: Golumbus's account of the? 
humane treatment he jecdwd from the native^ of,. j>04. 
Curious inftance of fuperftition , in the SpaniOi' planters^ 
th^ve, u. ^94^. '. 

jSolguin y Pedror Alvatetz ,^ ere^ the i^yal ftandard iw Peru , 
in oppofition to- the younger Altnagro', iii, 90. Vaca die' 
Caftro arrives and affitmes the' cominand ,, 91.; ^ 

liomer ^ his account of the-navigationof the ancient Greeks,* 
i. 1^4. 

S(»rcitiraf\ the Value of that country ,« owing^tb its> pra-: 
dudtion of the logwobd tree , iii. 223. 

Merned cattle , amazing mcrcdei o£ ehem' in* Spa'nifli^ Ame^- 
rica., iii. 29;. 

Morjis y aftbniflimettt ahd'miftakes' of die: Mexicamf at th5 
iirft fight of them, ii. 444. Expedient 6f the Peruvians- 
to render tbem' incapable of adtton-, iiii ns- 

Suana Capac, Inca of Peru, his charader and^ &mily, 

Muafcar jEapac, Inca of ^eni, difputcar his :bfcother At^ir 
hualpa's fucoelliQn toQ^tO', ijiju'34^ . I^ ^efeafied and 
Vol. III. Ff 
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..jEdkfO prifonfer by Afahudpt, ibid. Solicits the affiflancc 
of Pizarro agianft his brodier ,26. Is put to deitth by 
V ordq: -of Atabiialpa , n* 



JaiiMc€y ib&oireredby Chriflopher Columbus, i. 145. 
^Jerome^ St. three monks of that order fent by cardinal 
' Ximenes to HiTpaniob , to regulate the treatment of the 
. Indbios» i.. 261. Their condudt under this commilCon, 
..26|.. Are recalled , z66., 

J(|^^r^^ . acquire an abfolute dominion over California, 
vJii...22)0... Their motives for depreciating the country, 

dUd. 
Jrwsy ancient fbte of commerce and navigadon^ among 
, them ^ i* 8. 

biiras of Peru, received origin of their fmpire, iii. 23. 

. 192. Their empire founded both in religion and policy. 

19)^ Sc* Perm. 

india , the motives of Alexander the Great ^ in his expedi- 

tion to,, i. 17. The commerce with how carried oa hi 

. ancient times , 2 ^ And when arts began to revive in 

Europe , }4. The firft voyage made round die Cape of 

, Good Hope, 172. 

Indians in Spaniih America. See Americans. 
Imdies^ W^, why Columbus's difcoveries were fo namec^ 

i. i^2. 
Innocent IV« pqie, his ^ttraordinary miffion to the princt 

of the Tartars, i. jg. 
hiquifitioM , court of, whe^ and by whom firft introduce 
< into Portugal', L )oi. 

Infects and reptiles, vdiy.fb numerous and nexious in Ame- 
rica, it .17. 
John I. king of Portugal, the firft who fent (hips to explore 
'the weftem coafts o£ Africa, i. 49, His firn prince 
Henry eo^es 'm^9t attempts, %t. 
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John II. kirig^ of Portugal , patronlfes all attempts towairds 
difcoveries, i. 6^ Sends an embafly to Abyflinia , 67. 
His ungenerous treatment of Columbus ,8a. 

Iron^ thereafon why favagc nations were una :quainted with 
this metal, ii. 166. 

Jfabetta^ qtieen of Caftile., is applied to by Juan Pere« in 
behalf of Chriftopher Columbus, i« 87* Is aga'n applied 
to by Qtiintanilla and Santangel , 91. Is prevailed on 
to equip him^ 92. Difes , 207. Her real ntotivqj for 
encouraging difcoveries in America, iii. 241. 

Ifabella^ the City of , in Hifpaniola , built by Chriftopher 
Columbus, i. iJ9. ' 

baljy , the firft country in Europe , where civilization and 
arts revived after the overthrow of the Roman Empire, 
i. ^4. The commercial fpirit of, aftive and enterpri(l 



Ladrbne lilands , difcovered by Ferdinand Magellan , ii. 

Lukes 9 amazing fize of thofe in North- America , ii; 4. 

LaT Cafas , Bartholomew , returns from Hifpaniola to folicit 
the caufe of the enflaved Indians at thecourt of Spain-, 
1. 259. Is fent back with powers by cardinal Ximenes, 
26 J. Returns diflatisfied, 262. 265* Procures a new 
commiffion to be fent over on this fbbje<a, '267, 

• Recommends the fcheme of fupplying the colonies with 
negroes, 269. Undertakes a new colony, 270. His 
conference with die bifliop of Darien before the emppror 
Charles V. 274. Goes to America to carry his fchcmes 
into execution , 276. Circumftances unfavorable to 
him, 278. His final mifcarriage, 279. Revives his 
reprefentations in favor of the Indians, at the defirc 

•' ofthc emperor % iii. -99. Compofes a treatifc on the 
deftrudion of America, 96. 
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Leon^ Pedro Cieza de, charader of his Chronica del Vtxii^ 

lii. 34^- 
Lery , his defcripdon of the courage and ferocity of the 

Toupinambos , iL 424. 
Limuy the city of, in Peru» foufided by Pizarro , iii, 5^. 
Lifton ^ Mr. the Britifli minifter at iHadrid , his anfwer to 

feveral intereftiog inquiries relating to the admiflion of 

Indians into holy orders ^ iii. ^97. 
Logwood, the commodity that gives importance to the 

provinces of Honduras and Yucatan , iii. 222. Policy of 

the Spaniards to defeat the Englilh trade in, 223. 
Louis , St. king of France , his embafly to the chan <£ 

the Tartars, i. }9. 
Lozauo^ his account of the method of making war among 

the natives of Gran Chaco, ii. 421. 
Luque , Hernando de , a prieft , aiTociates with Pizaito ia 

his Peruvian expedition , iii. 4. 
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Madeira J the ifland of , firft difcovered , i. ^4. 

Jfadoc^ prince of North^Walcs, flory of his voyage and 
difcovery of North-America examined, i. jio. 

Magellan^ Ferdinand, his account of the gigantic fize of 
Patagonians , ii. 69. The exifbence of this ^antic 
race yet to be decided , 70. 405. 406. His intro- 
dudion to the court of Caitile , ^62. Is equipped 
with a fquadron for a voyage of difcovery, )6|. Sails 
through the &mous ftrait that bears his name, 369. 
Difcovers the Ladrone and Philippine iilands, 166. Is 
killed, ibid. 

Magnet , its property of attrading iron known to the an- 
cients, but not its polar inclination, j. 5. Extraordinary 
advantages refulting from this difcovery, 4^. 

Jllafo , St. account of its commerce with Spsuidih America ^ 
iii/ }ii. 
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'Manco Capac, founder of the Peravian empire, account of, 
iii. 21. 22. 199. 

MandevWe^ Sir John, his eaftern travels, with a charadier 
of his writings, i. 41- , 

Manila, the colony of, eitabliflied hy Philip II. of ^in 
iii. n4- Trade between, and South-America, ns- 

Mankind, their difpofition, and manners" formed by their 
fituation, ii. 2^. Ifcnce refemblances to be traced in 
very diftant places without communication ,26. Have 
uniformly attained the greateft perfedion of their nature 
in temperate regions , 404. 

Marco Polo, the Venetian, his extraordinary travels in the 
Eaft, i. 40.. 

Martjij Gabriel, his account of the country between the 
Illinois and Machilimakinac , ii. 4»7- 

Marina, Donna, a Mexican (lave,' her hHtory, ii. 222. 

Mariniis, Tyrius , his erroneous pofition of China , i. 902. 

Martyr, Peter, his fentiments on the firft difcovery of 
America, u %i%» 

Mefiizos ^ in the Spanifh -American colonies, diftinaion 
between them and Mulattoes, iii. 264. 

Metah, ufeful, the original natives of America totally un- 
acquainted with, ii. 106. 

Mexicans, their account of their own origin, compared 

. with later difcoveries , ii. 41. Their paintings few in 
number, and of ambiguous meaning, iii. 148. Two 
colledions of them difcovered 149. • note. Defcripttons 
of their hiftorical pictures , 171. Various exaggerated 
accounts of the number of human viftims facriikred by 
them , 188. n<>' Their language furniihed with 
refpedful terminations for all its words, ;6o. . How 
they contributed to the fupport of government, ;6r. 

Mesdi€9, arrival of Fernando Cortes on the cofeft of, ii. 22 }• 
His interview with two Mexican officers , ibid:. Informa- 
tion fent to Montezuma, with fome Spanifh prefents , 

• 22<J. Montezuma fends prefents to Cortes, with orders 
not to approach his capital , 227. State of the empire 

. at Aat time, 22g. The Zempoallans court the friendftiip 
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of Cortes, 24 T. Soveral caziqaes enter into alliance 
with Cortes ) 24;* Charadter of the natives of Tlafcala, 
df 1. The Tlafcalans reduce to fue for peace ^ 2^g. 
Arrival of Cortes at the capital city, 269. The city 
defcribed, 273. Montezuma acknowledges himfelf 9 
vaflal to the Spanifh crown, 287* Amount of the 
treafure coUeded by Cortes, 289. Keafons of gold 
being found in fuch fmall quantities , 290. The Mexicans 
enraged by the imprudent zeal of Cortes, .29;. Attack 
Alvarado during the abfence of Cortes , ^lo^ Their 
refolute attack on Cortes when he returned, jij* Death 
of Montezuma, |i7* The city abandoned by Cortes^ 
^19. Battle of Otumba, }2S. The Tepeacans reduced, 
1)1. Preparations of the Mexicans againfi the return of 
Cortes, H4- Cortes befieges the city with a fleet on 
the lake, }47. The Spaniards repulTcd in ftorming the 
city, )^o, Guatimozin taken prifoner, 597. Cortes 
appointed governor, .^i. His fchemes and arrangement^, 
^72. Inhuman treatment of the natives, n?* ^^• 
msd charader of thofe authors who wrote accounts of 
the conqueft of,^ 4)7* Reception of the new regulations 
there, iii. 100. A retroQ)edt into the form of govern, 
ment, policy, and arts in, i43'» Our information 
concerning, very imperfect , 14^. Origin of th^ 
monarchy , 149* Number and greatnefs of the cities, 
iS^ Mechanical profeffions there diftinguifhed from 
each other, 195. DiftinAion of ranks, 156. Political 
inftitutions, 199. Power and fplendor of their monarchs, 
162. Order of government, i6j. Provifion for the 
fupportof it, ibid. Police of , 164. Their arts, I0^, 
Their paintings, 168. Their method of computing time, 
I7J, Their wars continual and ferocious, 174. Their 
funeral rites, 175- Imperfe^on of their agriculture, ibid^ 
Doubts concerning th^ extent of the empire , 177, 
Little intercourfe among its feveral provinces, 178. 
Ignoran€;e of Money , 179. State of their cities , t8i. 
Temples and other public buildings, ibid. 182. Religion 
of I . 1P7. Caufts of the depopulation of this coqi^y , 
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258. The fmall-pox very fetal there, a^o. Number of 
Indian natives remaining there , 244. Defcription^ of 
the aquedud for the fupply of the capital city, j^6i* 
See Colonies, 

MickoLel^ St. the gulph of, in the South-Sea ^ difcovercd anfl^ 
named by Balboa , i. 242, The colony of, efiablifhed. 
by Pizarro, iii. 19. 

Migrations of mtokind, why firft made by land, i. i. 

Mind\ human, the efforts of it proportioned to the wan^ 
of the body, 11. 82. . , ^ 

Mi^es of South. America , the great inducement to population, 
iii. 217. Soipc account of, 287. Their produce, 
289. The f^rit with which they arc worked, 290. 
Fatal eflfeds of this ardor, 291. Evidence of the 
pernicious eflfefts of laboring in them, ;87. Of 
Mexico, total produce of , to the Spanifh revenue , 410 
— 412. 

Molucca Iflands , the Spanifli claims on, fold by the Em. 
peror Charles V. to the Portuguefe , ii. J69. 

MQuaJtic inftitutions, the pernicious efftfts of, in the Spanifh-* 
American colonies, iii. 276* Number of convents 
there, j89t 

Monfoons^ the periodical courfe of, when difcovered by 
navigators, i. 2j. 

Montepno , a Dominican preacher at St. Domingo , pub* 
licly remonfhates againfl the cruel treatment of the In* 
dians, i. 2^5* 

Monte^ma , the firft intelligence received by the Spaniards 

' of this prince, i. 288. Receives intelligence of the 
arrival of Fernando Cortes in his dominions, ii. 22^.* 
His prefents to Cortes, 227. Forbids him to approach 
his capital, 228* State of his empire at this time, 
ibid. His charader, 229.- His perplexity at the arri^ 
val of the Spaniards, 290. His timid negociations widi 
Cortes, 2? I. His fcheme for deftroying Cortes at 
Cholula difcovered, 26^. His irrcfolute cpndudb, 268. 
flis firft interview with Cortes , ibid> Is feizcd by 
Cortes , and confined to the Spanifh quarters , 280, Is 
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fctteredt 28 t. Acknowledges hlmfelf a vaflal to the 
Spanifli crown ^ 287. Remains inflexible with regard 
to religion, zo^^ Circnniftances of his death, jiy. 
Account of a gold cup of his , in lingland^ iii. %67. 
^ulatfoety in the Spanish- American colonies -yexplanatioji 
of thi$ diftincftion , iij. ^564, 
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Vhyvobz^ Paniphilo, is fent by Vclafquez with an arma- 
jneht to Mexico, to fuperfede Cortes, ii. 997. Takes 
pofleilion of Zempoalla , ^04. Is defeated and taken 
prifoner by Cortes, 507. How be carried on his gor- 
refpondence with Montezuma , 450. 

2(atcbezy an American nation, their political inftitutions , 
ii. 117, XI 8. Caufes of their tame fubmiffion tojthe 
Spaniards , 122. Their religious dodrines , iz^. 

Navigation , the arts of, very flowly improved by man- 
kind, i. 2. The knowledge of, prior to commercial 

. intercourfe , j, Imperfe<3:ions of, among the ancients^ 
5. More improved by the invention of the mariner's 
compafc t thsn by all the cf&rts of preceding ages , 
42. The firft naval difcoveries undertaken by Portugal , 

. 46. ■' :. 

y^gro^f , their peculiar fituation under tho Spanifli domi- 
nion in America, iii. 26s. 

J^e^foimdlani ^ its fituation defcribed , ii. ^^.g. 

J^nv-Hqlland , fame account of the country and inhabitants, 
ii. 416. 

^rpp Spain , difcovered and named by Juan dc Grijalva , 
i.. 287- See Mexico. 

j^i^m-i Alonfo, his voyage to America, L 178. 

Jforvpegians ^ might in ancient times have migrated to , and 
cfqloni^ed America, ii, 40. 

y^^we^Vela, Blafco, appointed viceroy of Peru , to enforce 
the New regulations, iii. 99. His character, 104. 
Cpmniits Vaca de Caftro to prifon, los. Diffenfions 
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between him and the court of audience , 107. Is con- 
fined, 108. Recovers his liberty, 110. Refumes his 
command, ibid. Is piirfued by Gonzalo Pizarro , 112. 
Is defeated and killed by Pizarro, 115. 



Ocampo^ Diego, fent with a.fquadron from Hifpaniola to 
defolate the country of Cumara, i. 277. 280. 

Ocampo , Sebaftian de , firft fails round Ciiba , and difcovers 

• it to be an iftand, i. 222. 

Ocean , though adapted to facilitate the intcrcourfe between 
diftant countries , continued lohg a formidable barrier , 
i.. 2. See Compafs ^nd Navigatioiiy 

Ojedo ^ Alonzo de , his private expedition to the Weft -In- 
dies , i. 176. His fecond voyage, 189. Obtains a 
^government on the continent, 227. 

Olmedo , Father Bartholomew de , checks the rafli zed 
of Cortes at Thfcala in Mcixico, ii. :262, Is fent by 
Cortes to negociate with Narvaez, ;ot. 

Orellana , Francis , is appointed to the command of a bark 
bujlt by Gonzalo Pizarro , and deferts him , iii. 80. 

. Sails down the Maragoon , ibid. Returns to Spain with 
a report of wonderful difcoverics, 81. Herrera's accdunt 
of his voyage, ;ss« 

Orgognez commands Almagra's party againft ijj^ Pizarcos , 
and is defeated and killed by them, iii. 71, 

Orinoco , the great river of, difcovered by Chriftopher Co- 
lumbus, i, 1 6 J. Strange method of chufmg a captain 
among the Indian tribes on the banks of, 142. The 
amazing plenty of fifhing, ii 41;. 

Otabeite , the inhabitants of, ignorant of die art of boiling 
water, ii. 429. 

Ottemba , battle of , between Cortes and the Mexicans , ii. 

Ovando^ Nicholas de , is fent governor to Hifpaniola, !. 
190. His prudent regulations , 191. Refufes admifBon 
to Columbus 9 on his fourth voyage, 196. His unge« 
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Tierous behaviotir to Columbus, on his ihipwreck , itfi. 
S04. Receives him at length , and fends him home , 
206. Engages in a war with the Indians, 21 1. His 
cruel treatment of them 212. Encourages cultivation 
and manufadures, 216. His* method of trepanning the 
native^ of the Lucayos, 220. Is recalled, 22 1. 



Pacific ocean, ^hy, and by whom to named, il. ^S6. 

Facket-bo^Lts , firft eftablifhment of, between Spain and her 
American colonies, iii. )2o. 

Panama is fettled by Pedrarias Davila, i. 251. 

Parmenides ^ the firft who divided the earth by zones , f. 
^00. 

Patagonianf^ fome account of, ii. 68* The reality of their 
gigantic fize yet to be decided, 40^, 406. 

pedrarias Davila is fent with a fleet to fuperfede Balboa ifl 
his government of Santa Maria on the ifthmus of 
Parien, i. 24^. Treats Balboa ill, 246; Rapacious 
condud of his men , 247. Is reconciled to Balboa , and 
gives him his daughter, 249. Puts Balboa t6 death 
2^0. Removes his fettlement from Santa Maria to Pa^ 
nama, 2^1. 

Penguin , tlie name of that bird not derived from the Welfh 

. language , i. ) i r. 

Perez , Juan , patronifes Columbus at the court of Caftile , 
]. S7. His folemn invocation for the fucceis of Column 
bus's voyage, 97* 

Periplus of Hanno , the authenticity of that work juftified , 
i. 29?. 

-feni , the firft intelligence concerning this country , received 
by Vafco Nugnez de Balboa, i. 237. 241. The coaft 
of, firft difcovered by Pizarro, iii. 11. Pizarro's fecond 
arrival, 17. His hoftile prQcecdings againft the natives , i8. 
The colony of St. Michael eftablifted, 19. Sute of the 
empire at the time of .this invafion, 20. The kingdom 
divided between Huafcar and Atahualpa, 2}, Atabualpa 
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ufarps the govef niKient , 2^. Htiafcar folicits aififtance 
from Pizarro , 26. Atahualpa vifits Pizarro , 51,^ l^ ' 
feized by Pizarro , 5 4* Agreement for his ranfom , 3 6. 
Is rcfufed his liberty, 40. Is cruelly put to death, 4$. 
Confufion of the empire on this event , 46. Quit6 
reduced by Benalcazar , 49. The city of Lima founded 
by Pizarro, 5^. Chili invaded by Almagro , ^6. In- 
furrection of the Peruvians , 58. Almagro put to death 
by Pizarro, 74. Pizarro divides the country among his 
followers, 76. Progrefs of the Spanifli arms there, 77. 
Francis Pizarro aflaffinatcd , 85. Reception of the new 
regulations there , loi. The viceroy confined by the 
court of audience ^ log. The viceroy defeated and 
Itilled by Gonzalo Pizarro, 1x2. Arrival of Pedro de la 
Gafca ,121. Redudtion and death of Gonzalo Pizarro, 130. 
The civil wars there not carried on with mercenary fol- 
diers , iji. But neverthelefs gratified , with immenfe 
rewards, I J 5. Their profufion and luxury, ibid. Fe- 
rocity of their contefls , i T4. Their want of faith , i J ?• 
Inftanc^ , ibid. DiviGon of , by Gafca , among his 
follo)¥ers , I n- A retrofpeift into the original government, 
arts, and manners of the natives, 14?. The high anti- 
quity they pretend to , 189. Their records , i9<^ 
Origin of their civil policy , 192. This fiaunded m 
religion,- 19?. The authority of the Incas abfolute and 
unlimited , ibid. All crimes were puniflied capitally , i9?« 
Mild genius of their religion., 196. Its influence oU 
their civil policy, 197. And on their military fyftem, 
198. Peculiar ftate of property there ,199- Diftinftion 
of ranks, 200. State of arts , 201, Improved ftate of 
agriculture, 2Q2. Their buildings, 20}. Their publitp 
roads , 206. Their bridges , 208. Their mode o( 
refining filver-ore , 209. Works of elegance, 21 !• 
Their civilization, neverthelefs. » but imperfedt , 212^ 
Cuzco the only place that had the appearance of a 
city, ibid. No.perfea fqmration of profeffions, 212. 
Little commercial intercourfe , 21;. Their unwarlike 
fpiritj 214* Eat their flcft and fifli raw, zi6. Prief 
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account of other provinces under the viceroy of New 
Spain ,217. Caufes of the depopulation of this country ,. 
2} 8. The fmall-pox very fatal there, 240. Writers 
who gave accounts of the con^ueft of, 54.^. Their 
method of building, ;7|. State of the revenue derived 
from , by the crown of Spain , 408. See Colonies, 

Peter I. czar of Kuflia, his cxtenfive views in |)rofecuting 
Afiatic difcoveries , ii. %z. 

TbenicioMS , ancient , ftate of commerce and navigation , 
among them, i. 7. Their trade, how conduced, 29;. 

Philip II. of Spain his turbulent difpofition aided by his 
American treafures, iii. 298. Eftablifhes the colony of 
Manila , ; H* 

Philip 111. exhaufts his country by inconfiderate bigotry, 

. iii. 298. 

•Philippine iflands, difcovered by Ferdinand Magellan, ii. ^6^, 
A colony eftgbliflied there by Philip II. of Sp^n, iii. 554. 

- Trade between , and America , ibid. 

Phyjtc^ the art of, in America, why connedled with divi^ 
nation, ii. 174. 

Pinto ^ Chevalier, his defcription of the charaderiftic fea* 
tures of the native Americans, ii. 40^. 

Pinzon^ Vincent Yanez , commands a veflel under Columbus 
in his firft voyage of difcovery, i. 96. Sails to America 
on a private adventure with four fhips, 97. Difcovers 

. Yucatan^, 222. 

Pizarro , Ferdinand , is befieged in Cuzco by the Peru- 
vians , iii. 61. Is furprifed there by Almagro, 64. 
Efcapes with Alvarado, 67. Defends his brother at the 
court of Spain, 74. Is committed to prifon ,7^. 

Pizarro , Francifco , attends Balboa , in his fettlement on 
the ifthmus of Darien , i. 2)0. Marches under him 
acrofs the ifthmus , where they difcover the South Sea ^ 2 4 r . 
His birth, education, and charader, iii. ;. AfTociates 
with Almagro and De Luque , in a voyage of difcovery , 4. 
His ill fuccefs , 6. Is recalled , aitf deferted by moft 
6f his followers ,'8. Remains on the ifland of Gorgona 
for fupplies, 11. Difcovers thecoaft of Peru, ibid- 
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Returns to Panama, 1 2. Goes to Spain to folicit reinforjee- 
jnent8,ij. Procures the fupreme command for himfelf, r4. 
Is affifted with money by Cortes, i^- Lands again in 
Peru , 1 7. His hoftile proceedings againft the natives , 18. 
JEftabliibes the colony of St. Michael, 19. Stiite of the 
Peruvian empire at this time , ao. Caufe of his eafy 
penetration into the country , 2$. h applied to by. 
Huafcar for aflTftance againft his viiJlorious brother JVta- 
hualpa, 26. State of bis forces, 27* Arrives at Caxa- 
malca, 29* Is vifited by the Inca, 91. His perfidious 
feizure of him , ^4. Agrees to Atahualpa's oSbr for his 
ranfom , )6. Divifion of their plunder, ^8* Refufes 
Atahualpa his liberty , 40. His ignorance expofed to 
Atahualpa , 4). Bellows a form of trial on the Inca , ibid* 
Puts him to death , 4^. Advances to Cuzco , 47. 
Honors conferred on him by the Sf^nifh court, 52^. 
Beginning of diflenfions between him and Almagro , 5 j. 
His civil regulations , 94. Founds the city of Lima, 55- 
Infurredion of the Peruvians, 58. Cuzco feized by 
Almugro , 64. Deludes Almagro by negociations ^ 66. 
Defeats Almagro, and takes him prifoner, 71. . Putsr 
Almagro to death , 74. Divides the country among his 
followers, 76. The impditic partiality of his aUotmenta^ 

r 77. Makes his brother Gonzalo governor of Quito, 7S« 
Is afladinated by Juan de Herrada, i&. 

Pizarro, Gonial© , is made governor of Quito, by his 
brother Francis , iii. 78. His expedition over the An- 
des, 79* Is deferted byOreilana, 8p* His difl;refs on 
this event, ga. His di&ftrous return to Quito, 8|. Is 
encouraged by the people to oppofe Nugncz Vela , the 
new viceroy, lo^* Aflumestho government of Peru, 109. 
Marches againft the viceroy, in. Defeats and kfiUs 
^im, 112, If). Is advifed by Carvajal to afliime thi. 
fovereignty of the country ^ 114. Chufes to negociate 
with the court of Spain, 116. Confultations of the 
cdurt on liis conduct , ibid. His,yiolent refolutions oi|, 
the arrival of Pedro de la Gafca , 122. Refolves to 
ofpofe him by violence, 124* A^arches to rednoc 
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- ' Cent eno at Cuzco , 126. Defeats him , 127. Is deferted 
by his troops on the approach of Gafca, i)o. Surrenders 
and is executed, ibid. His adherents men of no prin- 
ciple, i)^. 

Plata J Rio de, difcovered by Dias de Solis , i. 25 2« Its 
amazing width , ii. }84* 

flayfair , Mr. Profeflbr of mathematics in Edinborgh , the 
refult of his comparifon of the narrative and charts given 
in Captain Cook's voyages publifhed in 17S0 ; and 
Mr. Coxc's account oJF the Ruffian difcoveries, printed 
in the fame year, in which the vicinity of the two con- 
tinents of Afia and America is clearly afcertained , - iL 

? 98— 40a. 
Tliny , the naturalift , inftance of his ignorance in geogra. 

phy, i. 299- 
P^HCiAt Leon, Juan, difcovers Florida , i. 2))« Romantic 

motive of his voyage, t%\. 
PopiiatioH of the earth, flow progrefi of, i. t. 
Porto - Bello , difcovered and named by Chrlftopher Co- 

lumbus, i. 198* 
Porto - Rico , is fettled and fubjeded by Juan Fonce de 

Leon, i. 22r. 
J'^ito- Santo, the iirft difcovery of , i. ^^ 
Portugal , when and by whom the court of inquifition wa$ 

iiril introduced into , i. )oi. 
Portuguefe , a view of the circumftances that induced thent 

to undertake the difcovery of unknown countries , i. 

47. 49* Firft African difcoveries of, so. M^eira dif^ 

covered, 54. They double Cape Bojador , %^. Obtain 

a papal grant of aU the countries they (tiould difcover , $$. 

Cape Verd Iflands and the Azores difcovered , 6o« 

Voyage to the Eafl Indies by Vafco de 6ama , 172. 
Potojli the rich filver mines there, how cKfcovered , iii« 288. 
^ llie mines of ,- greatly exhaufted and fcarcdy worth 

Wod(ing, )99- 
Ptifouers of war , how treated by the native Americans , 

Property J the idea of, unknown to the native Am^caos, 
ii« X xo. Notions of the BrafiUans Concerning ,418' 
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proteSor of the Indians ^ in Spaniih America ^ his fbndion,^ 

iii. 271* 
Ptolemy^ the philofopher , his geographical defcriptions more 

ample and exad than thofe of his predeceflbrs , i. 29. 

His geography tranflatcd by the Arabians, jj* Kis er* 

roneous pofition of the Ganges, 297. 



Quetlavaca , brother of Montezuma , fucceeds hfm as king 
of Mexico , ii. J 54* Condudts in perfon the fierce attacks 
which obliged Cortes to abandon his capital , ))$« Dies 
of the fmall-pox , J) 6. 

Quevedo , Bifliop of DaHen ,. his conference with Las Cafas 
on the treatment of the Indians , in the prefence of the 
Emperor Charles V. i. 27^ 

Quickfiher , the property , of the famous mines 6f , at Guaf* 
, nacabelica, refer ved by the crown of Spain, iiL ^99* 
The price of, why reduced , ibid. 

Quinquina , or Jefuits bark , a production pecuHar to Peru , 
iii. 294.. 

Quifos , or hiftoric cords of the Peraviaos , fdme account 
of, iii. 189. 

ihiito , the kingdom of, conquered by Huana Capac , Inca 
of Peru, iii. 2;. ts left to his fon Atahuaipa, ibid^ 
Atahual'pa's general revolts after his death, 47. Is 
reduced by the Spaniards under Benalcazar , 49, ^ 
nalcazar deprived, and Gonzalo Pizarromade governor, 78* 



Rutnujio^ his defence of Hanno's account of the coaft iy£ 

. Africa , i. 5^94. 

Regijier (hips , for what purpofe introduced in tlie trade 
between Spain and her colonies, iii, )i4. Superfede the 
^ ufe tf the galeons , ) i tf . 

Religion of the native Americans , an inquiry into, x\^ f6Q^ 
Ribus , his account of the political ftate of the people <k 
Cinaloa , ii. 427* Of their \^ant of religion ,4)1. 
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£do de la Plata ^ and Tucuman, account of tkof% proVince^V 
iii 227- 

Eivers J the amazing fize of thofe in America , ii. ). 

RobifoJt , profeffor , bis remarks oa the temperature of 
yUrious cHmates 5 ii ;g^. 

Holdoit , Francis , is left chief juftk:e in 4]ifpaniola y by 
Chriftopher Columbus , i. 1^6. Becomes the ringleader 
of a mutiny, 167. Submits, 170* , 

Romans^ their progrefs in navigation and difcovery, i. 20. 
Their military fpirk averfe to mechanical arts and conP 
merce, 22. Navigation and trade favored in the pro- 
vinces under their government, ibid! Their extenfive 
difcoveties by land , 24.. Their empire and the fcience^ 
deftroyed together y jo. 

Kubi-uquis , father , his embalty from France to the Chati 
of the Tartars, i. ^9. 

Rtiffians ^ Afiatic difcoveries made by them, ii. |2. ^ri* 
certainty of^ 39^* 



'Sacotecas.^ tde rich filver mines there,- wHeri difcoveretf^ 

iii. 288. 
San Salvador , xUfcov^ed ^d named b^ GhriAopher Co^ 

lumbuSy i. iii^ 
SanchQ^ Don Pedro, account of his Hiftory of the conqaelt 

of Peru, iii. ^4.^. 
Sandoval y the Shocking barbarities executed by , inMeKifio, 

ii. n4- 
Sandoval^ Francifco Tello de, is fent by the emperof 

Charleis V. to Mexico, as viiitador of America, m. 99. 

His moderation and prudence, roo. 
Savage life, a general eftimate of ii. 188. 
I^salp ^ motive of the native Americans for taking them 

from tlielr enemies , ii. 42 j^. 
.Senalio^ marquis de, Ais extraordinary gains during, his- 

viceroyalty in America, iiL 41a* 
S^viOe" , the Americaa trade r^oved to Cadix^ iii^ t^o^ 
. ;\ . . .; Exteaordinary 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INDEX* 

Extraordinary increafe of its manufefturcs by the 
American trade , 406. Its trade greatly reduced, 401. 

Silver ore , method of refining it pradtiied by the native^ 
Peruvians, iii. 209. 

Sonora , late difcoveries of rich mines made there by ths 
Spanjiards, iii. 219. 

Soul ^ American ideas of the immortality of, ii, 170. 

South' Sea y firft difcovered by Vafco Nugnez de Balboa ^ 
i. 241. 

Sfain^ general idea of the policy of, with regard to the 
American colonies > iii. 24^;. Early interpoGtion of 
the regal authority in the colonies , 246. All the 
American dominions of, fubjeded to two viceroys, 248. - 
A third viceroyaity lately eftablifhed , ibid. The colonies 
of, compared with thofe of Greece and Rome, 2^^* 
Advantages ftie derived from her colonies, 296. Why 
(he does not (till derive die fame, 297. Rapid decline 
of trade, 299. This decline increafed by the mode o^ 
regulating the intercourfe with America, 502%, Employs 
guarda coftas to check illicit trade, ^i;. The ufe of 
regifter ftiips introduced, 514. Eftablifhment of the 
company of Caraccas 5 ; 1 8* Enlargement of commercial 
ideas there , 519. Free trade permitted to feveral 
provinces, %2t. Revenue derived from America^ Jj7« 
Specification, 40 !g. 

Spaniards ^ their curious form of taking poiTefiion of new^^ 
difcovered countries , i. J17. 

iStrubo , a citation from , proving the great geographical 
ignorance of thie ancients, i. 296. His own want of 
geographical knowledge , joo. 

JSuferJtitign jjways connected with a defurc Of pwietrating 
into the fccrets of futurity, ii* 171^ 



ffifi^^ Chri^vai de^ is fent ^oUA ISpain to Mexico^ to 
fuperfede Cortes in his coounaad 1 but fails in the at* 
t tempt ^ ii. i^ft. 

Vol. IlL , , Gg 
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Ttrrtars^ ihc poflibility of their migrating to America^ iL 

Tithes of Spanifh America , how applied by the court of 

Spain, iii. 409. 
ThfcalUy in Mexico, charader of die natives of, ii^ 2^1. 

Oppofe the pafTage of the Spaniards, 251. Are reduced 

to flie for peace, 2^8- 
T6bacco^ that of Cuba the befi fiarored of any in att 

America, iiL 294. 
Tmtpinambos y account of their ferocious courage fronf 

Lery, ii. 424. 
Drade , firee , opened between Spain and her colonies , Si. 

^22. Tncreafe of the Spanifh cuftoms from this mea- 

fure, 405. 
JVade-mndSy die periodical courfe of, when difcoveted 

by navigators, i. 22. 
Travellers y ancient charader of their writings, i. 42, 
Trinidad y theifland of, difcovered by Chriftopher€olumbu« 

on his third voyage, i. 16}. 
Tucumajty and Rio de la Plata, account of thofe provinces, 

lii. 227. 
3]yrf,"the commerce of that city, how conduced , i. 29]. 



Vaca de Caftro , X)hriftovd , is fent ftom Spain to regulate 
the government of Peru, iii. 7^, Arrives at Quito ji^ 
89. Affumes the fupreme authority, jbid. Defeats 
young Almagro, 91. The feverity of his proceedings » 
92. Prevents an infurredion concerted to oppofe iho 
new regulations, 104. Is imprifoned by the new vicoj* 
roy, 105. 

Valvevde ^ father Vincent, , his curious harangue tp Ata- 
hualpa, IncaofPeru, iii. ;2. Gives his fanAion to 
the trial and condemnation of Atahualpa , 4^. 

Trga, GarcilaiTo de la, chara<fter of his conunentary oil 
the SpanMh writers cohcerning Peru , iii. 347. 

Vegetables , their natural tendency to fertilise the fi)il wher» 
diey grow » li 20 , 2 u 
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Velafquez^ Diego de, conquers the idand of Cuba , i. 2J2. 
9C}. His preparations for invading New Spain, ii. 
209. His difficulty in chufing a commander for. the 
expedition, , 210. Appoints Fernando Cortes, 211. 
His motives to this choice, 21J. Becomes fufpicious 
of Cortes, 214. Orders Cortes to be deprived of his 
commiflion, and arrefted, 215, 2 id. Sends an arma- 
ment to Mexico after Cortes, 299. 

Venegas , P. his character of the native CalifornianS , ii. 

Venereal Aik^k ^ originally wought from America, ii. 7;. 

Appears to be wearing out, 74. Its firft rapid progrcfi, 

ii. 407- 
Venezuela^ hiftory of that fettlcment, iii. 2^* 
Venice , its origi^i as a maritime flate ^ L 16. Travels of 

Marco Polo, 40. 
Verd , iflands difcovered by the Portugucfe , i. 60. 
Viceroys , all the Spanifh dominions in America fiibjeded 

to two, iii. 248. A' third lately eftablifhed, ibid. 

Their powers, 249. A fourth eftablifhed, 528. 
Villa Segnor , his account of the ftate of population in New, 

Spain, iii. }8i- His detail of the Spaniih - .American 

revenue, 408. 
ViHefagna Antonio , one of Cortes's foldiers , foments a 

mutiny among his troops, if. 340. Is difcovered 6y * 
• Cortes, and hanged, 341. 
UOoa , Don Antonio de , his defcription of the charadter- 

iftic feature of the native Americans, ii. 462. His 

reafon for the Americans not being fo fenfible of pmn 

as the reft of mankind, 429. His account of thegood^. 

exported from Spain to America, with the duty on them, 

iii. 412. 
Voieanoes , remarkable number of, in the ndrthem parts of 

the globe difcovered by the Ruffians^ ii. )97. «. 
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W'af&r i Lionel , his account of a peculiar race of dimihp- 
tlve Americans, ii. 66. Compared with Cmilar pro- 
dudlions in Africa, 67. 

W^ar-fong of the nati^re Americans, the fchtimcnts and 
terms of , iL 4.25. 

Women the Condition of , among the native Americans, 
ii. 87- Arc not prolific, 90. • Arc not permitted to 
join in their drunken fcafts , igf. Nor to wear oma- 

% tnents, 426. ,• 

X . 

Xerezs Francifco de, fecretary to tkarro, the carlidt 
writer on his Peruvian expedition, iii. J4^. 

Ximenes, Cardinal, his regulations for the treatment of 
the Indians in the Spanifli colonics , i. 260. Patronifes 
the attempt of Ferdinand M^llan,- ii. jdj* 



Tucatan , the province of, difcovered by PinZon and Dias 
de Soils, i. 224. Defcribed, 520. From whence that 
, province derives its value, iii. 221. Policy of the court 
* of Spain with re{p6dl to, ^22. 

Z 

Zaratij Don Auguftine^ chara<aer of his Hiftory of the 
' conqueft of Peru , iii. %^6^ 
Zones ^i the earth how divided into, by the geography of die 

.ancients , i. 27. * By whom firft fo d^ided, joo. 
Zummarraga^ Juan de, firft bifliop of Mexico, the de- 
ftroyer iof all the ancient rccorcli of the Mexican em- 
pire , iii. . 148. . 

•END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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